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jaaa'x-^-  18,  191u. 

ilajor  Jranea  Doi’clloy, 

Office  of  3arfi*©oii.--?<»i&riil, 

\7ar  OopartToeiit , 

'.Tanhin.'jton,  D.  0. 

Uy  dear  Major  Bord-loy: 

As  7<yii  dmil>tl03a  aro  aware,  I have  boon  asked  to  nerve 
with  lir.  .‘J'-lor.  and  '•r.  yanClevo  .as  latdsoorr,  of  the  .‘rxjrlean  oontiTic®iit 
of  tho  nyeolal  oo^rdttoo  apwlnted  by  the  Red  Orose  to  work  omt  the 
Bolntion  of  the  question  of  those  blinded  by  the  Halifax  exploclon 
on  J)ocomber  6,  Roullainc  tliat  yon  aic^^t  want  ne.  to  cono  to  Baltlnoro 
at  almost  any  thne,  I did  not  ^ to  TSallfhx  with  lEr.  aion  ‘vnd  rr.  VnnClove 
on  inhursday  nlyh.t,  J^-nnaisr  10,  Word  no-w  cnaoa  from  :.ir,  .'JLlon,  vmo  hiis  rraaained 
thene,  that  it  may  bo  very  desirable— pooolbly  iieoessari;—  for  me  to 
go  to  Halifax  whore  ho  still  la,  and  where  ho  pronocos  to  roms.ln  for 
sovoral  dtrTs  lons^r,  I do  not  wish  to  ty)  witliout  acfpuiliitlnf;  you  of  ray 
\^oroahoutB,  thtnkln?;  that  you  raay  want  rao  to  30  to  Baltimore  soon, 

I -.Till  appreciate  a word  fra.s  you  as  prorr^tly  as 
possible  upon  .-ecolpt  of  this  lettor  no  that  I my  make  plans  In  oase 
I am  needed  In  Halifax,  which  I trust  \7ill  not  bo  tlio  oaao. 

Yours  verj'^  truly. 


OTT3/t! 


principal 


Perkins  Inst  itutl  on , t;ntortov  n,  Hass. 

J«2n.  15.  ipiS. 


i:dv;arfS  ii.  Allen,  Dirsotor, 

Porkins  Institution,  ’'/atertov.n , liass. 

Pear  31r: 

'The  President,  and  other  nonhers  of  the  PerJ-rlns  Institut-'on 
Al^innae  Association,  residing  at  school,  have  appointed  us  to  say  that 
they  v;ould  count  it  a privilege  to  he  of  service  to  one  or  Dore  of  thovoe 
many  persons  so  suddenly  hereft  of  sight  in  the  recent  disaster  at 
Halifax. 


Should  you  find  it  possible  to  invite  a young  v.onnn,  or  a child 
or  the  mother  and  little  girl  of  v.hon  Kiss  fright  spoke,  to  visit 

to 
"e 

anonr  us. 


V.  W ^ V •i.-.y  ...  V V.,  t-  J.  I.  y J A,  I oo  . i £'  Ur-C  , O*;  VltiiT/ 

"'atertown  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  year,  ViO  v.ould  gli'.dl’r  d( 
everything  in  our  power  to  make  such  a pupil,  or  pupils,  feel  at  home 


Tie  are  also  authorized,  to  say  that,  if  needed,  money  to  the 


amount  of  tv.enty-five  dollars  may  he  drawn  from  the  troasur’'-  of  the 


Al'imnte  Association  toward  the  personal  exponsos  of  our  auests. 

hisiiing  you  all  success  in  your  present  mission,  v.o  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

I 


X 


A / 

LA'V  A-  ' i-r 


I ,0  iL  fV  /L. 


41P  flinth  Arena* 


I***  'fork.  City 

January  £1.  1916. 

\ 


Uy  dear  Mr.  Tan  Clere. 


. tVe  >iare  tjeen  rer>  much  interested 
in  your  talJca  about  the  Halifax  situation  and  we  should 
be  {rreatly  pleased  to  hare  the  opportunity  of  meeting  some 
of  these  affected  by  this  terrible  disaster.  ne  ehall 
be  glad  to  welcome  any  of  the  Halifax  people  who  may  ooam 
as  studentr  to  our  school.  It  «111  maice  ur  happy  to  be 
able  to  share  our  pleasures  and  studies  with  our  Halifatx 
friondr.  and  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  than. 


I 

t 

I 

il 


[I 
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Fast  Day  Messago 

Day  Letter 

Night  Message 

Night  Letter 

Patrons  should  mark  an  X oooo* 
site  the  class  ol  service  desired; 
OTHERWISE  TW?  TFLFrjRaM 
WILL  BE  TRANSMITTFO  AS  A 
FAST  DAY  MES-SAOE. 

WEST^Ig  UNION 

telKam 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PRESIDENT  OEORGE  W.  E.  ATKINS,  FIRST  vice-president 


Send  the  following  telegram,  subject  to  the  terms 
on  back  hereof,  which  are  hereby  agreed  to 

211HX0M  28  NL 


copy 


HALIFAX  KS  JAK  8 1918  552PM 


MRS  W H LOTHROP 

CIVILIAN  RELIEF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  755  BOYLETON  ST 

BOSTON 


DOCTOR  FRASER 

ASKS 

rtT? 

mJL 

TO  7/IRE 

ALLEN 

COME  TO 

HALIFAX 

AT  ONCE 

HE 

CAN 

HELP 

STEER 

PLANS 

0THERI7ISE 

EMBARKED 

ON  HASTILY 

AND 

I5ITH0UT 

CONSULTATION 

TELL  ALLEN  AND 

REPLY 

C C CARSTENS 


458  PM 


+ 


The  American  Red  Cross 


Headquarters 


HALIFAX.  N.  S. 


January  6 , I918 . 


Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  Superintendent, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 

Boston,  Massachusetts. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

I enclose  herev/ith  a copy  of 
Miss  Wright’s  report  on  the  blind  situation  in 
Halifax.  I have  sent  copy  to  Mr.  Persons, 

Mrs.  Lothrop,  Colonel  F.  MciKelvie  Bell  and 
Miss  7/right. 

Miss  Wright  left  a preliminary 
copy  of  her  report  in  Sir  Frederick’s  hands. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director . 


Enc . 


o.  II.  UUr^RITT 

PKtNCII’AU 


The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Bzanu 
Overbrook,  PmuADEUPHiA.  Pa. 


Jajiuary  V,  1910. 

U.  J.  lilleu,  jJiTOotor, 

lerlcius  liiGtitutioa  for  tiie  Blinu, 

i/atoi’tov/a,  i..ass. 

ay  aear  Allen; 


I'nis  Laoriiiiij^i ' 3 iiia.il  uroni^it  i.ie  your  JoinL  letter  oi 
January  4 to  ..x,  7aji0love  and  lO^’selr,  and  Ltiss  yrii^iit's  typev/ritten  copy  of 
iior  findiut^s  dariny  her  stay  at  Halifax.  Ihe  funner  I have  road;  the 
latter  I have  yet  to  reaa,  which  I siiall  do  this  evening. 

Understanaiui,  that  you,  ::r.  VanCleve  ana  I are  to 
be  ti.e  tra'oo  ..uaerican  ueiabers  of  a special  coinsnittee  to  join  with  three 
Ilaliyonians , X can  only  sa^  tiiat  if  X can  render  a definite  service 
by  d'oiikj'  to  Halifax  at  this  ti.ao  X au  ready  to  do  so,  difficult  as  it 
will  he  for  w.c  to  arran^-o  to  ii'et  away  Just  now.  I expect  to  he  called 
to  Baltiraoro  or  ..haiiington  tne  niddlo  of  the  week  to  look  over  plans 
of  the  new  ouildinys  about  to  be  erected  on  tlie  Garrett  estate. 

-.ailroaa  travel  is  extre-.ioly  irregular  hereabouts  just  now,  and  x fear 
tnat  it  would  require  at  least  a v/ook  of  rny  time  to  G'O  bo  Halifax, 
vAiici.  is  ratner  more  time  than  X oujjht  to  be  away  at  present.  X shall 
be  go/oined  in  the  matter  by  you  and  IXm  /aiiGlevo.  I'ossibly  if  you  go 
now,  ana  all  t.iree  of  us  a little  lator,  if  necessary,  as  much  '.v-ould  oe 
accof.'piliahod. 

I snail  av/ait  mio  receipt  of  itirtiier  aavice  uefore 
reaciiing  a definite  uecision. 


Overbrook,  Pa. , Jan.  10,  1918 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Director,  Perkins  Institution, 

Vatertown,  Mass. 

Wire  if  urgent  that  I join  you  at  Halifax, 

(Signed)  0 


H.  Burritt. 


O.  IT.  HUKRITT 


ThH  PbNNSYTjVANIA 

Institution  fok  the  Instruction  of  the  Buind 
OVIORUROOK.  PuiUADELPHIA.  Pa. 


(7a,iiuar./  1.:.,  1916 


llr.  3av/ard  J.  aIIuu, 
rotal  Halifax, 

H.difax, 

;.:y  dear  :Lc.  .-J-loii; 

^ 1 iiOpo  you  v/ill  uo'c  foel  niat  it  is  iicoossary  for  i..o 

to  to  dalifooc  Uiiio  ti..;e,  for  l must  not  do  Uivay  from  lay  uutios 
Aoro  j-or  tiio  present.  I siiall  aosu;..o  tiiat  you  :jid  ..r,  .•'’audlevo  .vill 
de  lully  equal  to  tao  de.xiiids  on  tiie  ^ijnoricaii  moindcrsiiip  of  fjiis 


iiiterjiatloual  co.xr.ittee 
never  had  any  co.-'.Tuiica 


onal  co.x"ittee.  It  so  happens,  by  the  ivay,  ti^at 
aji^  CO.— '.Tunicati  on  direct  from  l-lr.  Persons  ashin^ 
;--is  committee.  1 iiave  assun.ed,  hov/ever,  t^^at  in 
.aj.t/ton  me  -lO  consiaors  i*ie  it  -.e.iioor  of  tiie  co.— .lit 
e--^.jeCuS  ...0  to  act  Vlit.i  vou.  a^id  bt:‘l  r.i.o.;-  t 


, by  the  ivay , tiiUt  I hav  e 


m direct  from  l-d’.  Persons  ashin^^  ...e  to 
1 nave  assutt.ed,  hov/ever,  t..ac  in  vie//  of  v/uat 
siaors  iue  a ;;.0;i;bor  of  txie  co.—iittee.  av./i 


serve  Oii  i.tis  committee 
you  ha/o  va’itten  me  lie  . 
dOu,Jt;iQCS  Gicooots  :..o  to 


iaors  i.iG  u :.'Om;oor  of  txio  co..^.iittee,  aud 


dOubciccs  G--..OijCtS  ;..0  to  act  witai  .VOU.  bt:linv«n  t 


'•Vitai  you.  bt:linv«n  t ■ 


just  nov/  more  t^tan  anywhere  else. 


I n..i  enclociii;,'  tne  i/upils'  history  earns  i/nich  yoi 


request 


aindly  convey  to  Jir  freuerich  yraser  and  uno  other 


members  oi  t.:o  Gauadian  co..Jittoe  my  deep  interest  in  the  problems 
./nose  solution  has  calleu  you  to  Halifax,  and  tne  i.incere  re.  ret  I 
feel  uecause  of  my  inaoility  to  join  you. 

Unless  1 a..i  mistaicon,  Hrs.  Giuuitt  and  I v/ere  th 
yuests  of  Justice  Harris,  montionou  in  hiss  Lucy  ./riant’s  report  as 
A i.ie..*uer  of  tne  Janadian  contiiy^ency  of  tne  committee,  please  say 
to  ai;:.  tjiat  ..ly  redroo  is  all  the  yi’e^^tor  t.iat  I aij  unable  to  be  v/iti 
ana  nave  tne  pioasui-e  of  moetiny  him  personally. 


Cordia] 


^ ThK  PHNlVTSYIi VANIA 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  BfiInd 
OVKRBROOK,  PhIUADELPHIA,  Pa. 


O.  H.  BURRITT 

PnrwoiPAi. 


January  10,  1918. 

Mvrard  3.  ^U-len,  Dii-ector, 

Halifax  Hotel, 

Halifax,  H.  0. 

LIy  dear  lir.  J-loii: 

Yesterday  morning;' s nail  urouji^it  .-.le  letters  from 
yo'ursolf  and  !r.  VanOleve,  cHo  contents  of  v/iiicn  iiave  been  carefully 
devoured  because  of  ;.iy  intoi’est  in  tne  problen. 

Train  sei'Vice  to  and  fron  Halifau;  is  no  leas  ioyular 
tiian  I Had  expected.  I aja  v/onderinb'  \ifiietiier  I.r.  /anClevo  plouyied  His 
vra,y  tnrouyi  tiio  snow  baiffcs  in  tLne  to  H'Ot  to  the  annual  neotiny  of 
His  Board  at  4 P.  V/ednesday,  He  reported  prc^^ects  of  His  cotting 
tHrou^i  on  tine  extre^-ely  doubtful.. 

Before  tiiis  letter  reaciies  you  Hiss  Hand  will  un- 
doubtedly Have  reaciiuu.  Halifax,  fron  ivaat  you  botn  wi’ito,  tHore  soens 
to  be  little  question  tnat  tHo  Lai;odiate  need  is  for  Uii  eye  clinic, 
and  ori-aiiizod  persistent  follov;-up  v/orH  in  order  to  save  wiiatever  sigjit 
can  possibly  bo  saved  by  the  very  best  troatnent, 

THis  Has  been  our  Co-xoittee  and  Board  v/eeH.  i nade  a 
soe.avnat  detailed  reiiort  to  cHe  Boai’d  yesterday  upon  tiie  Halifax  situation 
to  date,  and  ctato^x  tuat  1 Had  been  asHod  to  servo  on  tHo  coia.attoe,  and 
ti.at  it  nitwit  be  necessary  for  ;.io  to  j^o  to  iialifax,  but  tiiat  I iiopod  it 
would  not  be.  I tolu.  tH4w  tiiat  I suiiposod  tiiey  would  v/isH  lae  to  be  iielqjful 
in  any  way  possible.  Hvidontly  tiiey  v/cre  intorested  in  tne  report  for 
tnoy  iiavo  asiied  to  Have  the  entire  report  included  in  tiie  ninutos  of  tHe 
Boai'u. 


I appi’ociate  your  feeliiii,;  tiiat  you  v/ill  \/olcoiae  me 


j.  .J.I0U,  2, 


■'ill  ti;:io  v/itii  opo--  ./ere  1 iu  yooi-  oiioea  1 iaiO.v  tiiUt  I aiiouid 

reel  precisoxy  tne  ca-io.  ..ovcruiioloco,  I still  iiopo  taat  it  v/ill  not  seou 
necessary  ior  .ae  to  cox.o  on  tiiat  louy  jonrney,  under  present  conditions  of 
travel.  ;:o-.vover,  1 hole  iiiyself  in  readiness  for  the  call  of  duty  and 
service,  aid  Sjiall  leave  tne  jaattor  v/itii  you. 


As  to  r.'.y  novenents  in  tne  ixiuediato  futui’e,  i can  not  say. 
/.litters  in  ./asnin^'ton  riay  de  movini’’,  tiioy  are  certainly  laoviu^  very 
slowly.  i,IaJor  Bordley  cnlled  .ae  on  tne  'plione  tv/o  weens  a^^-o  today, 
as-.iny;  .me  to  yo  “O  Baltiiuore  tne  followin/;  Biuiday,  to  go  over  tiie  plans  of 
tne  builaings  tnat  iiave  been  proiiarod  to  detoruine  upon  the  precise 
location  of  the  several  structm-es.  iividently  otliers  v/ere  to  join  us; 

I assunc  those  who  were  responsible  for  getting  out  the  plans,  n little 
later  ho  called  rne  and  cancelled  the  appointuent,  sayin^  tnat  ho  would  ash 
BiO  to  coue  a little  latei*.  I have  not  heard  from  him  since.  You  can  see, 
therefore,  how  indefinite  ray  plans  are. 

I ai  enclosing-  copy  of  a letter  I have  just  v/ritten 
..ajor  Bordley,  and  I shoulu  have  some  tiling  from  iiim  by  tne  first  of  tiie 
.reon.  I can  then  determine  just  -when  I can  go  over  to  soo  hr.  VanOleve, 
v/nipn  1 hope  to  uo  able  to  do  early  next  -.-/eek,  if  his  engage;.;euts  and  mine 
i:iermit.  If  I ca  , got  av/ay  1 may  possibly  run  ovor  to  sec  / h'.  VanJleve 
tomorrow. 


ohb/h 


I siiall  a-wuit  -r/itii  intoi’ost  every  -.voi'd  from  you. 


The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 
OvERURooK.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


O.  H.  BURRITT 

PKIKOII’AI. 


February  28,  1918. 


Messrs.  Allen  and  VanClere. 
My  dear  Friends: 


I hare  purposely  deferred  answer  to  Ur.  Allen's  comprehensive 
report  on  the  Halifax  situation  under  date  of  February  5 until  Dr.  Hayes  hgd 
been  here,  that  we  mi^t  send  to  you  both  the  results  of  our  combined 
ansrors  to  Ur.  Allen's  query  "'.Vhat,  if  anything,  psychological  tests,  with 
particular  reference  to  their  vocational  aspect,  can  contribute  to  solving 
the  problem  of  the  Halifax  blinded,"  ^ 


number  of  those  blinded  is  so  much  smaller  than  was 
at  first  believed;  as  Miss  Rand  is  presumably  still  conducting  her  Inves- 
tigation,  idiich  will  give  us  still  more  reliable  data  concerning  the  number 
and  tne  social  and  economic  status  of  the  victims;  as  so  many  of  the  victims 
are  women;  and  as  Sir  Frederick  is  planning  to  visit  some  or  all  of  us  so 
soon.  Dr.  Hayes  and  I are  agreed  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  well  to  hold 
in  abeyance  plans  for  any  psychological  tests  until  after  Sir  Frederick  has 
been  here,  and  we  have  ascertained  the  probable  need  and  value  of  such  tests. 
,Aien  the  date  of  Sir  Frederick's  visit  is  definitely  known,  if  we  think  it 
necessa^  and  desirable.  Dr.  Hayes  can  probably  meet  with  us  long  enouA 
w consider  this  phase  of  the  problem.  The  e^ense  involved  for  such  a trip 
Will  be  Inconsiderable,  vtoether  the  conference  is  held  in  Boston,  New  York, 
or  Philadelphia,  The  time  and  expense  consumed  in  making  the  trip  will  be 
about  equal,  should  we  decide  to  meat  in  Boston  or  New  York# 

With  the  information  at  hand.  Dr,  Hayes  and  l are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  practical  results  to  bo  obtained  from  psychological 
vocational  tests  seem  to  be  incommensurate  with  the  time  and  effort 
^olvod;  for  Dr,  Hayes  believes  that  considerable  time  would  be  required 
tests  that  would  be  at  all  useful.  There  would  then  be  the 
added  expense  connected  with  the  giving  of  the  tests. 


. . Please  note  that  both  of  us  give  this  as  our  present  opinion, 

ased  on  present  information,  and  that  wo  may  be  of  an  entirely  different 
opinion  nflien  all  the  facts  have  been  assembled. 


_ As  we  are  soon  to  confer  with  each  other,  and  with 

ir  Frederick,  can  not,  viSiat  Ur.  Allen  designates  as  our  second  and  third 
ni.  ^ committee  be  best  deteminod  after  our  meeting?  if  either 

mil.  think  we  need  to  determine  either  of  these  two  matters  before 

our  conference  you  will  of  course  say  so, 

„ , reference  to  contributions  from  our  schools,  we  hero 

^ cpiandary.  v/e  are  agreed  with  you  and  others  in 
sieving  this  is  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  develop  in  our  pupils,  for 
so  much  is  constantly  being  done  at  so  little  trouble  and  expense  to 
wo  oi  spirit  of  sacrifice  in  order  to  help  others  suddenly  blinded;  but 
e qu  e agreed  in  thinking  that  wo  will  get  very  much  better  results 
specific  object  definitely  before  us  and  our  pupils, 
for  rtiich  the  funds  shall  be  contributed. 


Messrs.  Allen  and  VanCleve,  2, 


Several  suggestions  were  made  at  otur  teachers*  meeting  on 
Monday  with  reference  to  contributions  for  Halifax,  one  of  the  best  of 
these  in  a query  T*iether  a teacher  or  teachers  are  needed,  and  if  so  vdiether 
the  schools  mig^t  not  undertakes  the  meeting  of  the  e^ense  necessary  for  one 
or  more  members  of  the  staff.  Further  thought  will  develop  other  ideas. 
Personally,  I am  not  willing  to  undertake  anything  in  the  raising  of  funds 
until  some  definite  plan  has  been  formulated. 

I realize  that  the  weakness  In  my  position  is  that  the 
psychological  moment  may  pass,  but  i believe  that  the  gain  in  having  a 
definite,  well-thoug?it-out  plan  will  offset  the  loss  resulting  from  failing 
to  move  at  the  psychological  moment.  I am  strongly  influenced  in  this 
opinion  by  Mr,  Allen’s  letter  of  February  20,  in  which  he  quotes 
Sir  Frederick’s  opinion  on  this  point.  This  view  seems  to  be  quite  in  accord 
with  that  expressed  by  Judge  Harris,  and  possibly  others  of  the  local  committee. 

Surely  Dr.  Mathers  was  vriiolly  rig^it  in  believing  Miss  land  a 
"brick."  She  certainly  has  been  one  brave  woman  for  she  has,  i judge  had  a 
difficult  situation,  with  nftilch  she  seems  to  have  coped  splendidly,  ' 

Both  Mr,  vanOleve  and  I will  be  interested  to  know  to  uhat 
extent  the  appropriations  of  Perkins  and  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  have  been 


seems  to  me  all  that  I need  to  say  now  with  reference  to  the 
Halifax  situation#  l shall  be  interested  to  have  the  views  of  you  both  in 
reply  to  this  rather  lengthy  communication. 


obb/r 


’jaroh  15,  1913, 


Sir  PrfKlorlolt  I-'rapor, 

School  for  tho  BliuU, 
luilifax,  K.  S. 

Uj  doar  3ir  Prodorick; 

I havo  hocr.  loopt  in  nretty  closo  touch  ’.7ith  TsiiGt  han  been  fjolng  on  in 
Halifaa:  tiircnv^t  tlio  Idjjunosr*  of  both  L!r.  Jlai  and  ilr.  ’/snCloro. 

I tluinic  you  for  tJic  lor.flot  aettiug  fortli  in  brief  form  the 
Blind  Hnclornmcnt  itcid.  and  ito  jnu-nono.  I ahull  talm  pleasnirc  in  r.tudyin{T  thla 
loaflot  carofnlly  and  critically  prior  to  our  meotliv;.  a cursory  oxamlnation 
of  tl.o  objects  of  tho  fundo,  as  net  forth  iii  the  loaflot,  lead  me  to  er;or*88 
jayoolf  as  in  hea'-ty  accord  T7ith  tho  pliui  aial  the  puiTi-voc®  of  this  fund.  I 
rocull  heviuo'  read  a statciner.t  of  tho  purfcso  of  this  fund  in  your  anrruul 
report.  Joncho’.?  thio  report  has  been  mislaid.  ,111  you  kindly  send  no  ti/o 
copioo,  and  a half  dozon  copies  of  tio  loaflot.  l nant  to  enlist  ono  or  two 
otijora  Intororted  in  thin  kind  of  thlnj?  in  a study  of  the  plan  and  fi®t  tiieir 
opinion  of  it?  viluo. 

■JO  fir  as  I know  nov.',  I could  iiseot  'with  you  oaoily  iprll  10.  April  17 
woald  be  vory  imioh  more  difficult,  tUou.'Tn  not  ii;^on3ible,  on  acooimt  of  Itn 
falling:  in  tlio  %TOOk  in  viiioii  our  OornmlttoaB  and  Bo.'vrd  neeb,  tho  IVtJi  bolif:  tho 
dr-tc  of  cui'  InstriTOtlon  ContTittoc  noetlnr.  Por  this  reason  I hox>e  that  the 
earlier  date  will  bo  posolblo  for  all  concomod. 

•VntiolpitinG  v/ltli  ploasiire  Boolnc  you,  and  hopin',  tiiat  ftood  for  tlie 
cai,oo  of  tjie  blind  in  ilalifOx  and  in  the  Iftiltod' States  as  well  will  result 
from  yeiu'  cw  lwi.ilty,  1 an 

Cordially  yours. 


MIBAt 


Prlnolpal 


O.  H.  UUKRITT 


Thk  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  or  the  Blind 
Ovi.:rbrooiv.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


Phiwcipai. 


April  3,  1918, 


Messrs.  Allen  and  7anCleve. 

My  dear  Friends: 

Relative  to  the  Halifax  sitnatlon  as  outlined  in 
Mr.  alien's  joint  letter  to  us  of  Llarch  26,  his  letter  to  Sir  Frederick 
of  the  sa’ne  date,  Mr.  VanOleve's  letters  of  March  28  and  April  1,  i 
beg  to  report  as  follows:  ’ 


March  26  I received  the  follov/ing  telegran  from 
Sir  Frederick:  "Could  you  spare  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delfino  for  six  or  sever 
months  for  -.vonc  in  Halifax?  Great  need  for  trained  workers.  Such  as  they 
are  needed  immediately."  ^ 

^ter  conferring  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delfino  about  the 
matter,  and  with  prime  reference  to  our  mm  needs,  I wired  Sir  Frederick 
rnuTsday  morning,  March  28,  as  follows:  "Can’t  spare  Dolfinos  more  than 
two  weeks  consecutively.  Letter  follows." 

Tile  letter  referred  to  I have  not  written,  deeming  it 
uiinecessar^’  in  view  of  the  plan  which  conten^jlates  relief  for 
Sir  Frederick  through  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murpliy,  who  seem  to  me  to  be 
splendidly  qualified  to  render  just  the  assistance  Sir  Frederick  must  have 
at  this  time. 


why 


Casually,  I can  not  help  remarking  that  I am  wonder inr 
Ur.  Murphy  is  looking  for  a change  so  soon  after  having  assumed  his 
responsibility  in  Brooklyn,  Doubtless  both  of  you  loiow  more  of  this 
thm  I do  as  Mn.  7anCleve  has  seen  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy,  and  Ma*.  JLlen  has 
talked  with  Mr.  Hayes  about  them. 


fitter  to  be  determined  as  promptly  as  possible  is  the 
date  01  our  meeting.  In  view  of  the  probability  that  Mr.  and  ;,lrs.  I’urphy 
will  report  to  Sir  Frederick  on  or  about  /.pril  15,  and  of  Sir  Frederick’s 
^jQstion  of  ^pril  24,  vhich  date  evidently  meets  Mr.  TanCleve’s  convenience, 
I suggest  this  ac  the  date,  and  '.'Atertown  the  place  for  our  meeting. 


aionld  any  other  time  prior  to  May  1 bo  agreed  upon,  with 
the  ezccptlon  of  April  15  to  1^  inclusive,  iihon  l must  be  here  on  account 
o ^ommittee  and  Board  mootings,  I will  bo  on  hand.  My  vote  for  Matertown 
is  influenced  by  the  fact  that  wo  shall  be  more  likely  to  have  Judge  Harris 
with  us  there  than  at  Mow  York  or  Hhiladelplila, 


- ^ returning  to  Mj.  Allen  Miss  Rand’s  and  Sir  Frederick’s 

letters  herewith. 


OHs/n 


Cordially  yours. 


C 


yincipal. 


(Copy) 


April  3,  1916. 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Halifax,  IT.  S. 

Uy  dear  Sir  Fredericks 

Ui'  attention  has  just  Been  called  to  the  fact  that  i have 
not  kept  my  promise  to  follow  my  telegram  of  Ljarch  £8  v/ith  a letter, 

I owe  it  to  you  to  say  that  I did  not  feel  it  was 

important  for  me  to  write  that  letter  in  view  of  the  pTohahillty  that 

Hr.  and  Hrs.  Llurphy  are  to  go  to  you  about  dpril  15.  This  plan  seems 
to  meet  your  greatest  immediate  need,  hence  my  apparent  oversi^^t, 

I have  just  written  LIr.  Allen  and  Hr.  YanCleve  sugi.-esting- 
that  as  you  have  named  April  £4  as  an  alternative  date,  and  as  you  will 
doubtless  wish  to  see  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  installed  before  leaving  Halifax, 
and  as  this  date  also  seems  satisfactory  to  Hr.  YanCleve,  we  agree  upon  it. 
Nevertheless,  I have  said  that  if  another  date  is  more  satisfactory  to  the 

other  members  of  the  Committee  I will  join  you  all  at  A'atertown  any  time 

prior  to  May  1,  except  April  15-18,  inclusive,  when  I must  be  here  on  account 
of  Committee  and  Board  meetings,  .7atertow;i  seems  to  bo  the  better  place 
as  there  is  some  hope  that  Judge  Harris  can  join  us  there. 

Cordially  yours. 


ohb/h 


Principal 


O.  H.  BURRITT. 

PRTXCIP*!. 


The  PEXisrsYEVANiA 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Bunh 
Overbrook.  Pa. 


• • ^ s n 


191 


^ » 

iro...  Itttorc  i’ccoived  TrO'..  u.11  o£  us,  i;. lir  r^-oderlok’s 
.i».pi'il  9,  I .1  tiiui  ‘.::o  nooLiuj  o'  oiir  ?.cl  Ix'oss  Oo:.:.;lt too  is 

tj  li  hoii  lostoii  24  a.:J  25.  I siiall  to  Lo  v/iw*  jou.  on  those 

t.vo  lu.x’2,  uj.Ioss  otl.er.vise  uotiriol. 

<(  'f 

pi-itlcipatins  Itii  i;leasurG  3Coinj_,  you  uil,  I ui.; 


j*.^/  - 


Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Bund 
Overbrook.  Phidadelphia.  Pa. 
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(i'j  -r  Di’.  Ha^/cr* 


I L-.:  \ ..J  .' . rucr.^-j;,'  -iO'-iK.*  J?!*!!  - -5,  f "-’  Hortor, 

LJ*.  Va^a^lovo  .joialu*j  t.io  iy  iJovr  York,  ./o  roaouou  .'Xirkiu;;  i*i  l;l;x«  for 

0'.v_  ai',  — - ,0  k .,  . 'x;.':  i 4O  ..y.'.u  w..'0  iU  OO'.;  5 

tlio  iinods  of  tho  U-lifas  olincea  aad  ia  tm-tpini;  oui’  ropori  vo  Uie 
.;.  Ikv.  >1  . .k . . ro.  ^ri„..  ^-.'V  sor  It  ’T.n 

iT|jo3oi'die  for  oit^or  of  ciio  other  t.yo  PwiioarB  to  bo  Atti  uo, 

Jiio  n^cbci-  of  Ske  ttoaira^illity  knd  Vv.luo  of  tiaat  -l  toots 
\r.o  oor-  iuoriu  r-Li.i : yyofly  tuo-uuii  6i  oui-  lii ff -.cult;,  x:  .*rriviiie, 
at.tve  2:rol)-tolo  flii^ivcl-d  ucocis.  'fiaoi'c  c/ixi  uo  p-catTapli  im  tiila 
STL'.b^xct  i".  t..'"  roporc. 

fLx  Ca.- Ittoc  ix  xm  .ait.ouo  i;.''0'jlio7ing  suca  toatu 
7-luaole,  but  ware  likaM'fsa  uiaoniiioue  in  foclin,:  t:ait  it  wi.a  too  soon 
to  .ttoTOit  to  jivc  tliono  tastr-,  i-.  view  of  tho  ji-yoioal  oo&fi  t'^;.  of 
t/ifi  iu^nrod.  flits  vioa  \7ae  coiiciirrou  iu  by  :iaa  i-nd  kiss  ^azid 

■ni.o  ;i' v'  jrcix  nv-:J.y^,  t’.ie  auivey,  .kirid  hxvi;.  , ';  -ont  x;.roo  r.o  ;b;x' 

there. 


dhould  it  co&x  dorsir.folo  to  ,ivo  iieia  taot-j  tuiP  nustx-r, 
<xr?*a4^'u;.io;stc  'nr^iorr-,  be  r/do  ivltk  I.Jar,  CraiX'  to  oondi.st  t;x>w; 

Ijut  I cudorotiind  if  suck  ware  docirobla  it  x .Iraportoi'-t  tiuit  you  siiouoi 
Imay  at  w.^oo  i:'.  order  f.  -t  you  .•ui.',iit  £;ivo  the  ucbcssur.  ti  e to  forrml-.t© 
tho  tests,  and  an  I rocxll  it  you  r:aid  tiila  would  i‘0;uiro  conaidora'olo 
tir-.o,  if  t;  :.  test^.  of  laiy  2 Tuluo. 

I v.-UQ  -;lud  bo  t'Gt  your  lotS.’.r  vruilo  t 3oetoa  for  it 
Guvo  no  ouportujilt;.'  to  o y*for  witL  -ir.  ..lion  Trifc.'i  rofcreuco  to  plans 
f :>r  uoxt  :/oa‘r.  ho  oold  _.o  kiss  .'./.'■Ijr  iuxs  roeiipiocl,  ;*■?«*  does  not 
care  to  oontiittio  Coo  work. 

.-fter  reixiiTV;  your  lotcer  I caike  i biu  wiiot.ier,  if  ..iio 
pl ...  .70.'  ";  aatisfactoi’y  to  yo’x  -..il  co  biu,  ho  v/ouitt  o--ro  to  have 
?iln  Grano  -.Tork  at  PoWslus  apj.roxlniatel.y  iu.lf  tua  ti...o,  Perlcins  to  moot 
half  the  ozj/onoc.  lo  thl;  plan  iie  cavo  hoari,,  u.33C;it.  x xiilric, 
tboreforo,  we  o-u  safoly  count  on  hiss  Jrane.  Siero  ooono  to  lo  libtlo 
dou.bt  that  ive  shall  'Tont  bar  nonrioes  for  next  year. 

I 'Wish  you  .rould  haro  Uisa  Or:inc  writo  you  or  cw,  it  i-j 
Iraantorlal  vnioh,  a for.nal  letter  of  applioatliuj,  ;ujJoap4jnlod  by  a brief 
Btatoi.w.rt  of  luor  .aalificationa  for  our  .».>rk,  sufficiently  dot.iilod  to 
ouablo  /»  to  <}ud.;e  of  uer  -tenoral  oJhxoatioaal  .uall  float  ions,  froir.  wiiioh 
I al'wayn  ta-dee  brief  extracts  for  iny  report  for  toe  Inscinictloin  COTslttoo. 

'dr.  ;^llor.,  Mr.  VunGloTo  and  Ur.,difrol,  all  of  -.Than  ro.^ 


1 


Bordloy  in  V/ashington  yesterday  (Tuesday) 
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O.  IT.  BURRITT 

PRIXCII’At. 


The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  eor  the  Instruction  of  tub  Blind 
Overbrook,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


May  13,  1918. 


Sdward  B.  Allen,  Director, 

Perldns  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  i.iass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen; 


I am  returning  at  this,  my  earliest  opportunity  (9,30  A.  M. 
Monday),  the  report  of  the  iijnerican  Red  Cross  Committee  on  the  Halifax 
blinded,  on  the  excellence  of  i^ich  I heartily  congratulate  you, 

I dean  it  extremely  important  that  we  present  this  report 
in  person  prior  to  the  inception  of  the  W!ar  Chest  Drive, 

Cordially  yours. 


ohb/h 


ThK  PENT^SYr^VATSTIA. 

Institution’  for  the  Instruction  op  the  Bunii 
OvrcRBROOK.  Phxlaoeephia,  Pa. 


. H.  hurritt 

PHINCIPAI. 


Uay  27,  1918. 

Messrs.  Allen  & VanCleve. 

Hy  dear  Friends: 


I have  received  and  read  with  interest  copies  of  Mr.  Allen's 
correspondence  of  May  8 and  17,  inclusive,  concerning  Halifax  matters,  and 
his  joint  letter  to  us  of  May  17. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I am  in  entire  accord 
with  the  note  added  to  the  report  hy  the  Chairman  over  his  sole  signature. 

I await  with  interest  Hr.  Allen's  reply  to  his  letter  of 
inquiry  sent  to  Washington  as  to  vdien,  vdiere  and  how  our  report  is  to  he 
delivered*  From  my  year's  experience  with  matters  originating  from  Washington 
I fear  we  shall  experience  further  delays  before  our  report  is  received, 
and  still  further  before  action  is  secured.  I am  quite  positive  that  such  will 
be  the  case  unless  the  Chairman  sees  to  it  that  the  matter  is  taken  before 
the  War  Council  by  a personal  representative  of  the  Committee. 

This  Council  would  certainly  never  have  acted  upon  Major 
Bordley's  plan  for  the  National  Red  Gross  Institute  for  the  Blind  had  he 
not  first  foimilated  a plan  which  appealed  to  these  business  men  as  compre- 
hensive and  feasible,  and  then  appeared  in  person  before  the  Council  to  urge 
them  to  adopt  Lis  plan. 

This  statement  is  made  solely  with  the  idea  of  being  helpful, 
and  only  strengthens  the  decision  we  reached  at  \7htertown,  \idiich  Mr.  Migel 
too  \^olly  approved* 

{ 

I fear  that  under  conditions  indicated  by  Mr.  Allen  as  to  the 
uncertainty  of  Hr.  Persons'  movements,  and  under  existing  conditions  kn 
Washington,  only  by  good  luck  will  we  be  able  to  get  the  report  intoj^the  proper 
hands  and  action  taken  prior  to  the  start  of  the  delegates  for  Coloi'ado* 


V YUxt^ 
]0.  30 

U-  H 


I 


llrlnclpal  0.  H,  Itorrltt, 
Overbrook, 

ra. 


Aug,  8,  1918, 


Dear  l-r.  Burrltt: 

Mr*  Allen  aks  nie  to  send  tills  message  to  you  - 
I so  I do  It.  nut  I am  at  a loss  to  know  wi;at  to  advise  you 

I to  do,  lie  says,  "nequostlng  to  consult  PersemsJ  but  supjwsc 

(you  ask  P,  for  a conference,  what  would  you  say  It  la  for? 

P.  has  already  given  us  an  apx>blntaent,  has  heat'd  our  per- 

I sonal  report  along  wltli  tlic  written  one,  and  has  the  matter 
^ under  advlsetuent.  To  try  to  force  his  hand  would  call  for 
sorte  quest-' on  on  his  part.  To  tills  yott  have  to  reply, 

"There  Beetles  to  be  some  anxiety  In  Halifax  as  to  who  shall 
adiulnlster  the  I'ellef,  etc,  Icsnedlato  action  of  A,  K,  C, 

Is  asked  for^  To  which  ho  comes  Iiack,  "ffliy  such  desperate 
! Itastc?" 


! I confess  I am  very  much  in  tlie  dark,  I ati 

I quite  sceptical  alxiut  the  alleged  machinations  of  the  Murphys. 
I At  tlie  sene  time  there  has  been  something  the  matter,  for 
tlie  iMurpliys  have  been  planning  to  g:et  tlirourrh  and  come  Itack 
to  Kew  York  for  some  time.  In  fact,  Jlrs,  ’'urphy,  according 
j to  Hr,  Hurphy's  report  to  Sir  K,, would  he  resuly  and  expected 
I to  return  August  15,  and  lie  hioself  wished  to  got  tlimur^  hy 
September  1,  or  to  have  a vacation, 

j If  Murphy  has  gone  to  Halifax  as  an  employe 

of  Sir  K.  and  has  been  false  to  him,  as  sews  to  he  alleged, 

I have  no  word  of  defense  to  say.  hut  from  all  we  know  now 
It  would  not  I'e  fair  to  fall  in  with  Sir  F, 's  plan  of  sudden 
i urgency  In  order  to  circumvent  a suspected  coup  which  would 
eliminate  himself.  If  a political  mess  Is  a-brewlng.  It 
behooves  us  to  have  naught  to  do  with  It.  Our  cue  Is  to 
stand  pat  on  our  i^oport,  at  least  until  Mr.  Persons  takes 
some  action  ot  alls  on  us  for  some  additional  advice. 

I write  tilts  letter,  thinking  that  I could 
j not  reach  you  with  the  wire  at  noltlmoro  and,  at  any  rate, 
could  not  express  over  the  telegraph  wire  what  T feel  should 
bessaid.  You  are  expected  at  Overbrook  tomorrow,  5 under- 
stand. If  pou  think  best,  call  me  on  the  telephone  and  we 
can  talk  the  matter  over,  and  decide  what  Is  the  next  stop. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Allen's  letter  may  arrive  and  I i ay 
have  more  llrlit. 


Sincerely  vours. 


EKVC  tLVe 


Prlnclpol 


Aufast  21,  I9ie 


Ur,  W.  Fmnk  ^ereona. 

Director  t.en?ral  of  Olvlll^®  Bpliaf, 

TaaMn^-tcai,  D,  C, 

dear  lir,  rersoiia, 

1 nn  in  receipt  of  copy  of  your  letter  of  Aurust  Uth  to  -r  ah- 

^ Ralifar  Belief  * 

CoBinieei on  and  Jr,  Roc  rs’  wply  thereto. 

letter  te^tv^  ooourrad  to  r*  to  BUfTBst  to  you  the  ,:088lbllity  that  your 
letter  to  tl«  belief  womoieelon  nny  have  been  tho  occasion  of  the  annaLntlv 

In  01.  ««.i.»(>,™nt  Of  .r.  i .XB.  .jirplyliy  tho  aoiiH.,lon  for  the  ooict  yo.rr 

KTI  1 e »11  ■aiflt  has  been  acoon^lahod  eo  far  for  thoae 

^ Halifax  explosion  has  been  done  hy  thV^i  oross  i iiini-n>ii. 

aarlstanco  of  the  4o;*flittee  of  tThlch 

the  Board  of  anacers  or  Corporation  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  BliSd. 

w ^ andorstand  both  ass  ^rii-t  and  ties  Kand  aocom  llahed  tha  thev 
f oooporatlon.  n^r  l«,ression  bolnr  th^t  tJ^Lmax 

yo.  .hoo  to  .„hlo,'to“^c.Sl^“  -0-1..10B,  th.  hlfht  1-tt.r  «.loh  I .h,-d 
understand  the  Zut^ 


Tti-o-f.  ^ Incorrect  In  nny  .articular,  jrtll  • r. 

please  sot  us  all  ri|5ht. 


'^llen  and  -r.  ^an  JlaT( 


«ltJ»r  of^  follSw^!LMb^»”^„?*"^v^  ”®  oaTrrunloatlon  whataoever  fron 

you.  this  iTttar  rir  ^"y““  ^lifax  since  ny  Interview  with 

oorraspondence  with 

dordlolly  youre. 


OKBiISC:: 


C.  1..  Burrltt 

Uirpotor  of  Vocation' 1 ^duontlon 


TriE  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 


SrX'rY-BXJliHTH  STHEKT  AND  MALVERN  AVENDR 


OVERDROOK,  PhILADELFHIA.  Pa. 


O It.  BURRITT 


llarch  11,  1919 


llossrs.  --lien  ind  Va.n  'Jleve 


Dour  iJ'riond 


Upon  rcallii^  "-r.  dlleii’s  quotation  fron  'die  Frederick 


l^'raser's  letter  to  him  of  Feln-uary  ZAt'a,  l-V' , I a-a  iiripolled  to  say 
to  you  that  in  viev/  of  the  facts  as  stated,  tj;er  viould  see.'i  to  oe 
some  justice  in  the  holief  that  soi.ie  of  tlie  funds  collected  by  the 
A'uerican  .he  i 'dross  specified  for  the  relief  o’’  the  -“nlifa:-:  suffci'ers 
.'aiyht  £;  ; to  the  ->ialifa;c  3cliool;  if  not  to  recoup  them  in  part 
for  the:‘r  material  losses  in  daioarje  to  t/-.eLr  Dulllincs,  surely  to  cov- 
er fully  the  cost  of  all  Insj^ruction  of  those  blinded  by  this  disaster. 


I re.ne.-nber  tiiat  nu-.  Persons  toll  me,  or  perhaps  all  of 


us  v/'neji  we  were  in  .Vaslunytoii,that  a su-’ii  of  no  ^:;caii  provortions,  as  1 
recall  it.'iad  been  collected  foi  the  " lifa.x  relief  woi-k. 


sut  as  matters  turned  out  v/e  see  • to  have  asked  for 


'Jordially  yours 


Philadelphia,  Pa. .May  1919. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
latertown.  Mass. 

Have  wired  Eraser  Eeacon  glad  to  see  him  next  week.  Deacon  goes  New 
York  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  Advised  Eraser  impending  conference  Bal- 
timore. Promised  to  advise  him  date  of  conference.  Suggested  arranging 
both  conferences  same  date  with  hope  that  you  and  Van  Cleve  and  I can  join 
him.  Advising  Bledsoe  and  Van  Cleve. 


(Signed)  0.  B.  Burritt. 


'Jopy 


jiarch  10,  1919. 

3ir  JVesieriCjE  /raser,  juperlntondent, 

Halifax  SoxiOOl  for  tlxe  allnd, 
nallfax, 

i:y  deiir  »ir  t'r®derick;- 

V^lille  X have  not  been  aeicod  to  do  so  1 wish  to  second 

most  aoartily  hr.  Allen's  sugjjoftion  in  hir  letter  to  you  of  airoh  3th,  tlxat 

you  seriously  oondider  as  an  imtler-sttuiy,  if  he  .7111  aooei)t  tlie  position  with 
you,,  iir.  Harold  xolter. 

before  heco'ain^;  prlncijjjJ  teaoJier  at  the  ’'erklno  insti- 
tution Jir.  Moltor  was  phyrioal  instructor  here,  a position  ho  held  fo’*  four 
years.  He  possessed  so  s&ny  excellent  qualities  tiuxt  wiien  ihr.  Allen  Ixad  a 
vacancy  in  the  poai^i^bi  of  principle  te-ioh  r l sufjgested  ar.  ilolter's  naoe 
for  consideration  beoauso  i ccnild  not  hope  to  hold  hlra  here  -nuch  longer  and 
'sras  vary  desirous  of  keeping  hin  in  our  profession.  f.\y  selection  of  hLn  as 

.T\y  rli^t  hand  .Tian  at  vroneral  norpltal  # 7,  ''■evergreen'’,  while  I was  acting  as 

Tl'uc,  ulr  otor  is  additional  testLiKm.';  of  jy  estee'n  for  his  work. 

1 hope  and  expect  to  see  his  the  head  of  one  of  our 
schools  for  the  blind  in  the  united  dtatos  if  ho  does  not  corae  to  you. 
hr.  Allan  states  that  lio  is  approacaln,  thirty  years  of  age,  I tniuk  he  is  Just 
past  thirty-one.  * 

i'hls  latter  is  ’.vritton  witliout  any  sugj^stlon  fi'oia  either 
'!r.  Molter  or  itr.  Vilen  but  was  BUj^rgested  thru  Mr.  Allen* e courtesy  In  sen-ling 
me  a copy  of  hli  lettcx-  to  you  on  tills  subject. 

cordially  yours, 

unB/A,.-S. 


Principal 


The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 


MIX'rr-PS>UR1'H  8TR1DKX  AND  MADVKRN  AVHNOE 


OvERHROOK,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


O H.  BURRITT 


April  28,  1919 


i*ir.  -dward  i5.  Allen,  Director, 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind 
V/atettown,  Hass. 


</h6n  in  'vashington  last  I saw  Hr,  Deacon  on  Priday,  April  18th 


I told  him  I was  speaking  as  a member  of  the  American  Oontingent  of  the  Jommittee 
on  the  Halifax  .lar  Blinded.  I saw  copies  of  the  correspoiAence  that  you  had  with 
inr.  Pearson  and  Hr.  Deacon,  including  lilr.  Deacon's  letter  discharging  the  Com- 


mittee 


I told  him  that  I understood  that  the  Committee  had  not  yet  comnleted 


this  work  or  at  any  rate  that  there  were  some  funds  that  had  been  specifically 
collected  for  aiding  the  victims  of  the  rialifax  disaster  and  that  some  portion 
of  these  funds  were  specifically  for  the  blinded.  l had  in  mind  particularly 
the  sum  raised  by  schools  and  other  workers  for  the  blind  amoruiting,  as  I re- 
collected it,  to  nearly  $2,000.  I stated  that  I thought  there  were  also  funds 
raised  thru  the  Ped  Cross,  vdiich  were  Intended  specifically  for  those  blinded  by 
the  explosion.  Hr.  Deacon  promised  to  look  into  this  matter  and  write  us 
about  it.  So  far  I have  heard  nothing  from  him  and  assume  you  have  not. 

The  substance  of  what  I have  v/ritten  I think  I repeated  to  Hr. 
7an  Cleve  over  the  telephone  when  I was  talking  to  him  about  another  matter. 

./on't  you  write  me,  please,  whether  I have  remembered  my  facts 
correctly  or  approximately  sop 

I should  have  written  you  before  only  I have  not  found  the 

time  to  do  so. 


Cordiallv  vour.q 


ohb/aw; 


Copy  to  Hr.  Van  Cleve 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 


C,  P.  FRASER.  K.  B. 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 


SUPERINTENDENT 


Dec.  15th/l7.  191 


Edward  E.  Allen  Esq., 

Supt.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass, 

Dear  Mr.  Allen; 

I have  asked  my  stenographer  to  copy  the  letter  which 
I wrote  yesterday  to  Mr.  VanCleve  of  •^'‘ew  York  and  send  it  to  you. 

You  will  understand  that  I have  no  time  for  extensive  correspondence 
and  wrote  this  one  full  account  on  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
Mr.  VanCleve. 

Very  many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  received  this 

morning. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B - SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 

larch  15th  I 1919 


Edward  E.  Allen.  Esci»i 

Director  Perkins  Institution  & lUssachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind. 

Watertown.  lass. 


Dear  L!r.  Allen 

I have  your  favor  of  larch  fith.  for  wliich  please 
accept  rny  thanks. 

I am  very  much  interested  in  ir.  Iblter  and  Judge 
from  what  you  say  that  he  would  make  an  excellent  understudy. 

I fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  having  a man  take  up  this 
work  in  Halifax  who  has  had  experience  elsewhere.  No  definite 
action  has  yet  "been  decided  upon  hut  when  it  is  you  will  hear 
from  me. 

I hear  that  Dr.  Soloan  has  returned  to  Truro  after  his 
visits  to  Watertown.  New  York.  Overhrook . Baltii/iore  and  Washing- 
ton. I expect  he  will  he  with  us  in  the  course  of  a week  or 
two. 

The  l^lifax  Relief  Commission  is  not  authorized  to 
make  good  the  losses  from  the  explosion  to  churches,  institutions 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 
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and  theatres  and  has  no  authority  to  repay  the  husiness  losses. 

Our  clalD-i  for  repairs  to  date  is  eighteen  thousand,  five  htindred, 

( t500»00 ) I dollars.  Ihis , added  to  an  overdraft  at  the 

hank  for  a like  amount,  makes  our  obligations  very  heavy. 

Oh!  that  the  American  Red  cross  had  carried  out  the  recommendation 
of  its  committee  to  pay  the  School  for  the  HLind  twenty-five 
thousand  I ( ?25»000.00) , dollars.  Had  this  been  done  we  should 
not  have  been  in  such  straightened  circumstances.  What  between 
war  prices  and  the  explosion  we  have  had  to  contend  with  serious 
financial  difficulties.  Chief  Justice  Ilarris  came  in  to  see 
me  one  day  this  week  and  asked  me  whether  the  American  Red  Cross 
was  likely  to  do  anything  for  us.  i told  him  that  I had  no 
recent  information  with  respect  to  the  Ooriimittee 's  report  but  I 
still  hoped  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  with  respect 
to  the  School  for  the  Blind  would  be  carried  out. 

Your  letter  with  respect  to  Ur.  Molter  will  receive  due 
consideration.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  of  what  remianeration 
he  would  expect. 


Yours  sincerely. 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 


C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B 


April  22nd,  1919 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 


SUPERINTENDENT 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq.., 

Director  PerKins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass., 

U.S.A. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

Very  many  thanics  for  your  letter  of  April/ loth.  As 
I have  not  heard  from  you  again  I presiuae  you  have  not  heard 
from  Mr.  Burritt  with  respect  to  an  appointment  with  Acting 
Director  General  of  Civilian  Relief  Deacon.  I want  to  leave 
Halifax  so  as  to  he  in  Washington  on  Tuesday,  May  6th.  where 
I Shall  remain  for  several  days.  will  you  Elndly  use  the  tele- 
graph lines  at  my  expense  and  telegraph  me  the  result  at  your 
earliest  convenience.  Tnanlclng  you  for  all  the  trouble  you 
are  tahing,  i remain. 


Very  truly  yours 


c 


Halifax,  N.S.,iipril  SO,  1919, 


Mr.  Fdward  F.  ^llen, 

Katertosa,  Maas. 

Board  meeting  toftorrow.  Can  conferenos  nith  Beacon  be  arranged 
for  next  seek.  Wire  reply  collect. 


(Signed)  C.  f.  Fraser. 


Night  Letter. 


Washington,  L.  C.  ,May  11,  1919. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Very  satisfactory  interview  yesterday  Deacon.  Writing  to  you. 
With  solid  backing  of  committee  will  make  recommendations,  second — 
possibly  third.  Go  to  New  York  Wednesday,  in  Boston  Saturday  or 
Sunday. 


(Signed)  C.  F.  Fraser. 


^nlifnj:  ;S'rln>iil  fur  the 

c.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B.. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

MURDOCK  SQUARE 

Augist  20th.  1919 


Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director.  Perlcins  Institute  for  tiie  Blind, 
Watertown,  Uass. 


Dear  lir.  Allen 

You  will  remember  that  in  April  last  I paid  a visit  to 
Washington  to  discover,  if  possible,  what  had  become  of  the  re- 
port of  the  special  committee  appointed  by  the  Aiaerlcan  Red  Cross 
to  deal  with  the  special  situation  in  Halifax  arising  from  the 
exi^loslon.  I had  several  interviews  with  prominent  officials  of 
the  Red  Cross  all  of  whoia  stated  that  they  had  never  heard  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  expressed  their  intention  of  looking 
into  the  matter  most  fully  and  giving  me  a definite  ansv/er  without 
fiirther  delay.  Among  others  inteiwiewed  were  Ilr.  Livingston 
Earrand,  ciiaiman  of  the  executive,  Hiss  Liabel  Boardi,ian  and  the 
Acting  Director.  Iirimedlatoly  after  i left  Washington  letters 
were  sent  otit  to  the  members  of  the  coiiiiiittee  tiianking  them  for 
what  they  had  done  and  discharging  them  from  further  duty.  Per- 
sonall;/’  i did  not  receive  any  notice  of  discharge  and  after  wait- 
ing a reasonable  time  I communicated  with  Washington  and  finally 
received  a letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  executive  Hr.  Livingston 
Earrand,  a copy  of  which  I enclose-  herewith.  I most  fuilj'-  ap- 
preciate the  courteous  tone  of  Itr.  Earrand's  letter  but  I mst 


^•fhnol  for  the  jUliuh 

c.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B.. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


SCHOOU  FOR  THE  BLIND 


‘m’  'H'  A 


MURDOCK  SQUARE 


confess  that  its  contents  'nave  proved  a titter  disappointment 
to  me.  I v;ant  to  titanic  you  most  sincerely  for  tne  time  and  tnougnt 
that  you  Have  given  tMs  matter  and  for  tne  kindly  interest  you 
nave  evinced  in  tne  welfare  of  tne  "blind  in  tnis  section  of  Canada. 

Yours  sincerely, 


(COPY) 


Tne  Aiuericaii  Eed  Cross, 
WasMn^ton,  D.  c., 

August  1919. 

Sir  Prelericij  Fraser, 

Sc'nool  for  the.  Blind, 
i’iurdoci:  Square, 

Halifax,  IT.  S. 


Ijy  dear  Sir  Fredericic: 

liy  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  no  for/aal 
coiaiiunication  has  ever  heen  sent  to  you  following  your  visit  ‘o 
WasMngton  of  last  spring,  regarding  the. position  of  the  Red  Cross 
as  to  t-*9  recoiiiiaendatlons  iiiade  hy  the  special  coiniaittee  on  rehabil- 
itation of  the  blind,  appointed  by  the  Director  Gener^  of  thf?-- 

0^  the  Merican  Red  Cross  shortly  after 
thw  ..alii ax  disaster.  i found,  upon  calling  for  the  papers  in 
tne  case  following  your  visit,  that  the  report  of  the  SuteS 
had  oeen  ioade  as  you  stated  to  xoe  and  contained  certain  dir'=‘ct 
recoMmendatlons  to  the  Aiaerlcan  Red  Cross.  For  reasons  whi?h  the 
Red  cross  co^idepd  deterMlnlng  at  the  time,  no  action  wlftakS 
SvS?nSS?r  ®o^ittee  but  it  was  heid  awaitlS^  liter 


the  r'»cei-ot'^f^tS^i®^JJi+°"  Civilian  Relief,  both  at  the  time  of 
tne  receipt  of  the  report  as  well  as  since  then  has  rninfl 

ftS?neidst“™  ““  riiunolal  obligations 

tS^Soff  SJoM  ySifomolaLy 

doubtiasq  fully  the  disappolntiaent  which  this  decision 

?hf wirf wScS^you?  S8t??J??Sn"S4  sen^llf S 

Which  you  personally  hlJe  Sai^ie?  wa%S?  responsibility 
Red  Cross  would  not  be  lustlffart^'n  ^ that  the 

provision  as  suggested  by  the  speJLJ  o<SSeI!  rmanolal 

lay  in  InfJrSnS  Jou^of 

not  fuiiv  reaiifa?  attitude  of  the  Red  Cross.  i had 

’^tr.  Liitchell_Oarroli  foUowi^  a cpnvaraafn 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  8.  - SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX.  N.  S, 

Dec. 2 7tn_, 1911, 191 


Eav/arri  E.  Allen , Esq., 

aipt.  PerXins  Institution  itassacnusetts  r>cnool  i'or  the  Blinh, 
Watertown,  L'ass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

I nave  your  very  Kind  letter  of  Deceiaher  22nd 
for  which  I heartily  thanx  you.  I thinX  your  idea  of 
presenting  the  needs  of  the  nev.'ly  blinded  in  Halifax  to 
such  an  organisation  as  the  Red  dross  was  an  adiiiirabie  one 
and  T have  no  doubt  that  wMien  the  facts  are  placed  before 
trie  Red  dross  authorities  they  will  taXe  definite  action 
to  ineet  conditions  in  a wliole-hearted  way. 

The  appeal  made  by  the  A.A.I.B.  and  the  A.A.w.n. 
is  a good  Idea  because  it  win  stiiii.uiate  the  blind  of  your 
country  to  do  their  bit. 


T was  delighted  when  Miss  Lucy  Wright  and  Hiss 
llaiaburger  reported  to  we  on  their  arrival  in  the  City  that 
tiiey  had  been  sent  by  the  Red  Ci'o.ss  to  maXe  a careful  survey 
or  the  situation  in  TMallfax.  Sicice  tiieir  arrival  Hiss 
Wright  and  i.?r  cowTjanion  have  worxed  indefatigabiy  and 
conaiderii.g  the  short  tiiae  at  their  di.sposal  have  accoiaplished 
wonders.  At  the  sawe  time  I thlnX  it  will  be  weeXs , if  not 

wonths,  before  we  know  the  full  details  as  to  the  destruction 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B.  - SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX.  N.  S. 
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oT  aight  in  the  recent  explosion.  A nuufcor  of  tPe  yjcopie 
who  were  at  firat  reported  blind  owing,  to  their  face  woundn 
have  aince  been  found  to  have  .eight  in  one  eye.  roliov'-up 
work  \/i.ll  have  to  be  very  actively  taken  in  hand  and  v/hat 
I regard  as  .still  more  important,  i.  nouse  to  house  investi- 
gation will  have  to  be  made  as  many  of  the  victims  were  out- 
patients and  n<^ver  entered  the  hospitals.  l still  believe 
that  five  hundred  persons  have  received  injuries  to  their 
eyes  of  imorn  it  is  probable  two  hundred  win  be  totally  blind. 


It  is  a curious  fact  that  nearly  all  of  the  blindness 
occurred  v/ith  peopi--^  under  forty-five  .years  of  age.  The 
women  outnumber  the  men  three  to  one,  while  the  children 
under  t'/i,aty  are  fairl,y  divided  betv/een  the  sexes. 

The  annual  meeting  of  th»  school  took  place  on 
December  idth  ond  at  that  meeting  a Halifax  niind  Relief 
do;iLmitt'ee  was  appointed.  It  is  a strony^  committ<^e  and 


influential.  I hav“  been 
Your  question  as 
th‘*  fed.eral  Gov  erniiient  is 
ilio  position  is  a peculiar 
Ai.ierioan  munitions  coiij.aod 


appoint  ed  its  chairman. 

to  securing  assistance  from 
one  that  has  been  considered, 
one.  A Drench  ship  loader  v/lth 
v/ith  a ilori.'egian  steamer  in  a 


-an.idian  harbour  maxes  it  uojiiewhat 


dii'fiCuit  to  place  th» 
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renpoiuu'oility . Is  it  an  I.upariai  one,  Canadian,  or  are 
all  tne  Allies  interested?  It,  is  tue  ^teueral  opinion  nere 
that  it  will  Lie  a long  time  berore  any  governmental 
assistanoe  oeyond  contributions  to  t?ie  general  relief  fund 
will  be  received.  In  the  iieantime  the  blinded  babies, 
homeless,  and  many  of  them  orphans,  claim  first  attention. 

Ill/  wife  has  set  apart  some  of  tlie  rooms  in  our  private 
apartment  in  order  to  provide  for  the  most  urgent  cases. 

Then  again  our  school  population  is  li'xely  to  be  larg<=>ly 
increased  and  as  our  buildings  are  alreaay  filled  to  over- 
fioi/iug  a neiv  building  for  the  acco'imodation  of  childr/'n 
will  have  to  be  erected.  Urgent  as  are  these  needs,  in 
igy  opinion  the  most  important  weric  to  be  taKen  up  at  once 
is  the  erection  of  an  industrial  home  for  blind  v/omen. 

This  home  would,  through  its  home  teachers,  be  able  to 
reach  and  to  iiiinlster  to  the  needs  of  a great  many  v/omen 
outside  of  the  home  itself.  I estimate  that  th“  erection 
of  the  home  and  tJie  setting  aside  of  a sum  sufficient  to 
support  the  sfuae  v/ould  involve  an  expenditure  of  <30 , Uluj. ud . 
There  are  other  v/ays  in  wh.LCh  the  blinded  of  Halifax  will 
have  to  be  looKed  after  but  I thinK  the  home  for  v/omen  v;ouid 


serve  j.iore  victiius  t)ian  any  other  organization. 


If  thereforo 
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the  Red  Grosa  take  up  this  work  in  a specific 

viay  I would  strongly  recoiiuiend  that  the  matt'er  of  the  hone 
for  woHen  be  clearly  presented  to  them. ' In  any  case  I 
hope  the  Red  Gross  wi]i  act  in  its  usual  progressive  spirit 
and  v'ili  either  contribute  a lump  suit  to  our  hliJid  Relief 
I'Unii  or  select  a specific  object  such  as  I iiave  indicated, 
h'iss  ’.'/right  aaid  her  friend  leave  for  Boston  on  rainday 
evening  ana  they  carry  \/ith  them  my  heartfelt  tnanks  and 
tne  tna.i.::-  (.f  t/ip.  frienas  of  the  blind  for  the  splendid, 
beginning  t};ey  hav®  made  in  tabulatiig’;  the  name  and  fi.Ul 
particulars  of  those  v-ho  have  suffeied  from  the  terrible 
explosion. 

hgain  thanking  yc>u  for  your  prompt  and  helpful 
action- in  bringirig  the  matter  before  the  American  Red  Cross, 
believe  i.ie , 

Very  truly  yours, 


LETTER  FROM  SIR  FREDERICK  FRASER. 


Halifax,  N.  8. 

Dec.  14,  1917. 


Edward  M.  Van  Cl eve.  Esq. 

New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  oo  the  Blind 
9th  Avenue  & 34th  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

Dear  Mr.  Van  Cl eve: - 

Your  letter  which  I received  this  morning  is  so  full  of 
real  smypathy  and  a desire  to  help  that  it  touched  me  very  deeply. 

I have  already  sent  you  a brief  Press  Notice  dealing  particularly 
with  the  effects  of  the  explosion  upon  our  school  buildings  and  our 
school  population.  Nothing  that  has  been  written,  telegraphed  or 
said  can  express  to  you  the  horror  of  the  disaste-'  of  the  morning 
of  December  6th.  The  day  was  particularly  bright  and  beautiful. 

Our  school  had  dispersed  after  Roll  Call  and  the  teachers  and  pupils 
were  all  in  their  class  rooms  or  at  their  assigned  duties.  My  wife 
was  reading  the  morning  paper  to  me  when  suddenly  it  seemed  that  all 
our  buildings  were  collapsing  about  our  heads.  We  naturally  supposed 
it  was  a German  shell  or'  bomb  and  believed  with  what  thought  was  left 
us  that  others  would  to! low.  With  a promptitute  that  surprises  me, 
and  would  indicate  long  and  systematic  drilling  our  staff  and  pupils, 
headed,  by  the  way,  by  oiu  own  cut  and  bleeding  and  much  frightened 
little  boy,  gathered  in  the  basement  where  all  waited  for  some  ex- 
planation of  the  terrible  happening.  Our  little  Fred  had  often 
heard  us  discussing  the  raids  on  London,  and  being  frightened  when 
off  alone  in  his  nursery  by  the  flash  of  the  explosion  he  fortunately 
turned  and  ran,  thus  saving  his  life  or  at  least  his  eyes,  for  a 
second  later  the  large  window  by  which  he  had  been  standing  was 
shattered  into  thousands  of  pieces,  and  the  sashes  blown  across  the 
room.  Fortunately  the  cuts  he  received  were  slight  and  we  have  to 
thank  God  for  his  escape.  Our  staff  and  pupils  were  likewise 
fortunate,  only  a few  minor  scratches  having  been  experienced.  One 
teacher  had  an  artery  cut  in  her  neck.  This  record  in  the  face  of 
800  panes  of  glass  having  been  instantaneously  shattered  to  atoms 
and  window  cases  and  doors  blown  in,  passes  understanding.  You  can 
well  understand  that  our  escape  is  due  entirely  to  our  being  two 
miles  distant  from  the  scene  of  the  accident  which  was  the  northern 
end  of  our  harbour.  If  we  felt  it  as  we  did  and  our  buildings  were 
damaged  as  they  have  been,  you  can  realize  the  terrible  effect  of 
the  explosion  upon  the  north  end  of  the  City,  where  In  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye  hundreds  of  people  met  death,  and  thousands  of  homes  were 
dashed  to  splinters  or  blown  into  the  air.  The  explosion  shattered 
doors  and  windows  in  my  solidly-built  summer  home  ten  miles  away, 
and  was  felt  at  a distance  of  200  miles  from  Halifax. 

The  only  way  that  I can  discribe  the  effect  of  the  explosion 
is  to  say  that  it  caused  a blizzard  of  splintered  glass  and  this 
accompanied  by  fly'ing  shrapr  e probably  accounts  foi"  many  deaths  as 
well  as  for  the  loss  of  eyesight.  I am  having  a careful  Investigation 
made  with  respect  to  the  latter  and  hope  that  the  estimate  of  250  who 
have  lost  their  sight  may  prove  excessive,  but  I fear  not.  The  ex- 


plosion  created  a great  tidal  wave  which  swept  the  docks  and  drowned 
many  longshoremen  and  others  near  the  water  front  who  had  escaped  death 
by  concussion.  The  last  week  seems  to  me  like  a frightful  nightmare. 

The  harrowing  tales  of  living  persons  looking  for  their  lost  relatives 
of  children  without  parents,  parents  without  children  and  so  forth  ’ 
make  one’s  heart  bleed.  With  it  all  one  is  so  helpless  to  do  much 
to  assuage  the  sorrow  of  the  stricken  ones. 

I have  already  told  you  of  our  emergency  hospital  for  the 
wounded  which  was  opened  in  our  school  rooms  within  three  hours  of  the 
accident.  Our  staff  and  pupils  were  simply  wonderful  in  their  devotion 
to  the  Injured  ones,  and  day  and  night  they  worked  heroically  the 
good  of  those  about  them  despite  the  excessive  cold  from  which  they 
all  suffered  due  to  the  windowless  buildings  and  a terrible  blizzsard 
from  the  north  east  which  came  on  on  the  evening  of  the  disaster. 

If  our  people  suffered  imagine  the  sufferings  of  the  frantic  people 
who  were  searching  the  debris  of  their  fallen  homes.  I have  said  enough 
about  the  horror  of  the  situation  and  I pray  God  that  I may  never 
have  another  experience  of  the  kind. 

You  were  right  in  the  conjecture  that  our  accommodation 
such  as  it  was  was  freely  opened  to  slielter  the  homeless,  and  daily  this 
work  goes  on  while  the  pupils  are  gradually  being  sent  to  their  homes. 

We  are  now  planning  to  entertain  at  least  100  of  the  homeless  people 
for  the  Christmas  season. 

Within  an  hour  of  the  explosion  our  leading  citizens  had 
gathered  and  formed  themselves  into  relief  committees.  Their  work  so 
well  begun  has  been  nobly  supplemented  by  American  and  Canadian  relief 
trains  and  financial  aid.  The  generosity  and  sympathy  of  our  friends 
across  the  line  has  made  a very  deep  impression  upon  cur  people,  and 
we  can  never  forget  the  prompt  and  efficient  aid  they  gave  us  in  our 
hour  of  dire  need.  You  will  appreciate  this  work  when  I tell  you  that 
from  eight  to  ten  American  glaziers  from  one  of  the  relief  ships  are 
now  placing  glass  in  the  windoy/s  of  the  school  and  protecting  us 
from  an  unuasually  cold  and  stormy  December. 


Our  own  plans  for  the  future  are  still  in  embryo.  The 
school  will  be  disbanded  for  at  least  one  month  if  not  longer,  but 
the  problem  of  how  to  make  both  ends  meet,  serious  as  it  was  under 
war  conditions,  is  made  doubly  serious  by  the  expenses  resultant 
Irom  the  explosion  and  the  careing  for  the  sick  and  homeless.  To  add 
to  this  we  have  to  face  a new  problem  as  to  how  we  can  best  serve 
those  who  have  become  blind  a=  a result  of  the  terrible  disaster.  I 
leel, however,  that  this  matter  is  in  God's  hands  and  that  with  His 

®i'f'ective  will  be  done.  This  is  our  great  and  immediate 
p oDlem  and  if  you  can  suggest  any  way  by  which  it  can  be  met  you 
States  ^ another  cause  for  our  gratitude  to  the  people  of  the  United 

, . kindest  regards  to  you  and  your  charming  wife  in 

which  my  wife  joins  me,  believe  me. 


Gratefully  and  sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  C.F.  Fraser, 
per  S.F. 


LETTER  FROM  SIR  FREDERICK  FRASER. 


Halifax,  N.  S. 

Dec.  14,  1917. 

Edward  M.  Van  Cl eve.  Esq. 

New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  oo  the  Blind 
9th  Avenue  & 34th  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

Dear  Mr.  Van  Oleve:- 

letter  which  I received  this  morning  is  so  full  of 
rSLrjr!  J ^ touched  me  ve?y  deeo^v 

iuh  ^ 

wi&n  tne  eiiects  ox  the  explosion  upon  our  school  j ^ 

school  population  Nothing  that  has  been  written,  telegrfphed  or'’ 
said  can  express  to  you  the  horror  of  the  disaster  of 
Of  December  6th.  The  day  was  particularly^i^tg^rand 
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was  reading  the  morning  paper  to  me  when  «udr 

our  buildings  were  collapsing  about  ovr  heads!  We  naturally  sunno^^d 
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800  panes  of  glass  HI  1 the  face  of 

and  window  cafes  and  doofs  h?”  ^"stantaneously  shattered  to  atoms 

well  understand  that  our  escaprirdur^®!^  understanding.  You  can 
miles  distant  from  tkip  c q .i.  ontirel5'’  to  our  being  two 

end  of  our  harbfur.  northern 

damaged  as  they  have  been  vou  com  buildings  were 
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of  an  eye  hundreds  of  people  met  death^  a twinkling 
dashed  to  splinters  or  b'’ o-»n  thousands  of  homes  were 

doors  and  windoIrL  my  A"??d  f Ln  ! -P^o^ion  shattered 

and  was  felt  at  a distance  o^  2o5  H^nfax! 

13  to  liy  tSt  effect  of  the  explosion 
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made  with  respect  to  the  latter  Ar d careful  investigation 
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The  ex- 


plosion  created  a great  tidal  wave  which  swept  the  docks  and  drowned 
many  longshoremen  and  others  near  the  water  front  who  had  escaped  dLth 
by  concussion.  The  last  week  seems  to  me  like  a frightful  nlehtmare 
The  harrowing  tales  of  living  persons  looking  for  their  lost  relatives 
of  children  without  parents,  parents  without  children  and  so  forth  ’ 
make  one's  heart  bleed.  With  it  all  one  is  so  helpless  to  do  much 
to  assuage  the  sorrow  of  the  stricken  ones. 

^ ^ already  told  you  of  our  emergency  hospital  for  the 

wounded  w-lch  was  opened  in  our  school  rooms  within  three  hours  of  the 
accident.  Our  staff  and  pupils  were  simply  wonderful  in  their  devotion 
to  the  injured  ones,  and  day  and  night  they  worked  heroically  the 
good  of  those  about  them  despite  the  excessive  cold  from  which  thev 
all  suffered  aue  to  the  windowless  buildings  and  a terrible  bllzzsard 
from  the  north  east  which  came  on  on  the  evening  of  the  disaster 
If  our  people  suffered  imagine  the  sufferings  of  the  frantic  peonle 
who  were  searching  the  debris  of  their  fallen  homes.  I have  said  enouav, 
about  the  horror  of  the  situation  and  I pray  God  that  I may  never  ^ 
have  another  experience  of  the  kind.  ^ never 

anrh  1 f Were  right  in  the  conjecture  that  our  accommodation 

♦ v.  . within  an  hour  of  the  explosion  our  leading  citizens  had 

gathered  ana  formed  themselves  into  relief  committees.  Their  work  so 
well  begun  has  been  nobly  supplemented  by  American  and  CanadiirreUef 

forget  the  prompt  and  efficient  aid  they  gave  Tin  T 

f^m  fi  Tl  appreciate  this  work  when  ! teU  you  ?hat 

nn®  T,?  to  ten  American  glaziers  from  one  of  the  relief  ships  are 

frL^nn°^”^  windows  of  the  school  and  protecting  us 

from  an  unuasually  cold  and  stormy  December.  « seeming  us 


school  will^hP  T'  future  are  still  in  embryo.  The 

thfnroM^  n?  for  at  least  one  month  if  not  longer,  but 

war  conditions  is  made^Jo  as  it  was  under 

from  the  serious  by  the  expenses  resultant 

to  this  we  have  to  farp,  careing  for  the  sick  and  homeless.  To  add 
those  who  have  become  hit  Problem  as  to  how  we  can  best  serve 
feel, however  t terrible  disaster.  I 

help  something  effective  ® that  with  His 

problem  and  if  you  can  «nggpof  “ our  great  and  immediate 

will  add  eLtm  suggest  any  way  by  which  it  can  be  met  you 
States.  ' gratitude  to  the  people  of  the  United 

which  .y  Wife  b^lTewe 


Gratefully  and  sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  C.F.  Fraser, 
per  S.F. 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX.  N.  S, 

Dec.  I4th,  1917. 
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Edward  M.  VanCleve,  •pleq. , 

iTew  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 
9th  Aurenue  34-th  Street , 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Mr,  VainCleve:- 


Your  letter  which  I received  this  morning  is 
30  full  Of  real  sympathy  and  a desire  to  help  that  it 
touched  ne  very  deeply.  i nave  already  sent  you  a brief 
?r^.  .j  Notice  dealing  particularly  v/ith  the  effects  of  the 
explosion  upon  our  school  buildings  and  our  school 
population.  Nothing  that  has  been  written,  telegraphed 
or  said  can  express  to  you  the  horror  of  the  disaster  of 
the  morning  of  December  6th.  The  day  was  particularly 
bright  and  beautiful.  our  school  had  dispersed  after 
Roil  Call  and  the  teachers  and  pupils  were  all  in  their 
Class  rooms  or  at  their  assigned  duties.  iiy  wife  was 


reading  the  morning  paper  to  me  when  suddenly  it  seemed 
that  ail  our  buildings  were  collapsing  about  our  heads. 


W-  naturally  supposed  it  v/as  a German  shell  or  bomb  and 
believed  with  what  thought  was  left  us  that  others  would 
follow.  With  a promptitude  that  surprises  me,  and  would 
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indicate  long  and  systematic  drilling  t hat  staff  and  pupils, 
headed,  Py  the  way,  by  our  own  cut  and  bleeding  and  much 
frightened  little  boy,  gathered  in  the  basement  where  all 
waited  for  some  explanation  of  the  terrib  le  happening.  Our 
little  Pred  had  often  heard  us  discussing  the  raids  on 
London,  a:id  being  frightened  when  off  along  in  his  nursery 
by  the  flash  of  theexplision  he  fortunately  turned  and 
ran,  thus  saving  his  llte  or  at  least  his  eyes,  for  a second 
later  t he  large  window  by  which  he  had  been  standing  was 
shattered  into  thousands  of  pieces , and  the  sashes  blown 
across  the  room.  Fortunately  the  cuts  he  received  were 
slight  and  we  have  to  thank  God  for  his  escape.  Our  staff 
and  pupils  were  likewise  fortunate,  only  a few  minor  scratches 
having  been  experienced.  One  teacher  had  an  artery  cut  in 

her  neck.  This  record  in  the  face  of  800  panes  of  glass 
having  been  Instantaneously  shattered  to  atoms  and  window 
cases  and  doors  blown  in,  passes  understanding.  You  can 
well  understand  that  our  escape  is  due  entirely  to  our 
b.^ing  t?/o  miles  di.stant  from  the  scene  of  the  accident 
Which  was  the  northern  end  of  our  harbour.  if  we  felt  it 
as  we  did  and  our  buildings  were  damaged  as  they  have  been, 
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you  can  realize  tne  territiie  effect  of  tne  explosion  upon 
tne  nortn  end  of  the  City,  v/here  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  hundreds  of  people  met  death,  and  thousands  of  homes 
were  dashed  to  splinters  or  blown  into  the  air.  The 
explosion  shattered  doors  and  windows  in  ray  solidly-built 
summer  home  ten  miles  away,  and  was  felt  at  a distance  of 
2oj  miles  from  Halifax.  The  only  way  that  I can  describe 
the  effect  of  the  explosion  is  to  say  that  it  caused  a 
blizzard  of  splintered  glass  and  this  accompanied  by  flying 
shrapnel  probably  accounts  for  many  deaths  as  well  as  for 
the  loss  of  eyesight.  I am  having  a careitil  investigation 
roade  with  respect  to  the  latter  and  hope  that  the  estimate 
of  25<j  who  have  lost  their  sight  may  prove  excessive,  but 
I j ear  not.  The  explosion  created  a great  tidal  wave  v/hich 
swept  the  docks  and  drowned  many  longshoremen  and  others 
near  the  water  front  xvho  had  escaped  death  by  concussion. 

The  last  week  seeras  to  me  like  a fright  ful  nightmare.  The, 
harrov/ing  tales  of  living  persons  looking  for  their  lost 
r.,lative3,  of  children  v/ithout  parents,  parents  without 
children  and  so  forth  make  ones  heart  bleed.  With  it  all 
one  is  so  helpless  to  do  much  to  assuage  the  sorrow  of  the 
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sti'ioxen  onas. 

I nave  already  told  you  of  our  emergency  noapital 
for  the  wounded  whicn  was  opened  in  our  school  rooms  within 
thr  ee  hours  of  the  accident.  our  staff  and  pupils  were 
simply  wonderful  in  their  devotion  to  the  injured  ones,  and 
day  and  night  they  worked  heroically  for  the  good  of  those 
a'oout  them  despite  the  excessive  cold  from  which  they  all 
aufiercj  due  to  the  windowless  buildings  and  a terrible 
blizzard  from  the  north  east  which  came  on  on  the  evening 
of  the  disaster.  if  our  peonie  suffered  imagine  the 
sufferings  of.  the  frantic  people  v/ho  were  searching  the 
debris  of  their  fallen  homes.  i have  said  enough  about 
the  horror  of  the  situation  and  I pray  God  that  I may  never 
have  another  experience  of  the  kind. 

You  were  right  in  the  conjecture  that  our  accoraiaodation 
such  as  it  was  was  freely  opened  to  she  iter  the  homeless, 
and  daily  this  work  goes  on  while  the  papiis  are  gradually 
being  sent  to  their  homes.  \ve  are  now  planning  to  entertain 
at  least  lou  of  the  homeless  people  for  the  Christmas 
season. 

‘i^ithin  an  hour  of  the  explosion  our  leading 
citizens  had  gathered  and  fomed  themselves  into  relief 
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coimr.itfees . Tneir  vvorK  so  well  begun  has  been  nobly 
supplemented  by  Aifierican  and  Canadian  relief  trains  and 
financial  aid.  The  generosity  and  syiapathy  of  our  friends 
across  the  line  has  made  a very  deep  impression  upon  our 
■people,  and  vfe  can  never  forget  the  prompt  and  efficient 
aid  they  gave  us  in  our  hour  of  dire  need.  You  will 
appreciate  this  work  when  I tell  you  that  from  eight  to 
ten  American  glaziers  from  one  of  the  relief  ships  are  now 
placing  glass  in  the  windows  of  the  school  and  protecting 
us  from  unusually  cold  and  stormy  December. 

•Air  own  plans  for  the  future  are  still  in 
embryo.  The  school  will  be  disbanded  for  at  least  one 
month  if  not  longer,  but  the  problem  of  how  to  make  both 
ends  meet,  serious  as  it  was  under  war  conditions,  is 
made  doubly  serious  by  the  expenses  resultant  from  the 
explosion  and  the  caring  for  the  sick  and  homeless.  To 
add  to  this  vie  have  to  face  a nev;  problem  as  to  how  we  can 
b est  86; 've  those  v/ho  have  become  blind  as  a result  of  the 
ten i ole  disaster.  i feel,  however,  that  this  matter  is 
in  God  a hands  and  that  with  his  help  something  effective 
will  be  done.  Th.is  is  our  great  and  Immediate  problem 
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ana  .If  you  can  suggest  any  way  by  v^ich  it  can  be  met  you 
will  add  another  cause  f or  our  gratitude  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  your  chanaing 
wife  in  which  my  wife  Joins  me,  believe  me, 

Gratefully  and  sincerely  yodrs , 

( SGD)  C.  P.  PRASPR. 
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Edwarl  E.  Allen,  Eeq., 

Supt.  PerKlns  School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

The  follow-eip  v/ork  Is  well  iina°r  way  but  the 
problems  to  deal  with,  especially  among  women,  are  alreadv 
pressing.  Pirst,  there  are  the  spinsters  between  twenty 
and  fifty,  and  the  widows  without  children.  Por  these 
I would  suggest  the  immediate  establishment  of  an  annex 
near  the  school  where  these  people  would  be  looked  after 
and  be  within  easy  reach  of  proper  training. 

Second,  there  are  the  mothers  who  have  been 
blinded,  whose  husbands  are  dead,  whose  homes  are  destroyed 
and  Who  have  one  or  more  small  children  with  sight.  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  mother  and  children  should 
be- separated , and  the  only  solution  that  i see  to  this 
problem  is  to  secure  a good  sized  house  containing  small 
separate  apartments  where  the  mother  and  children  can 
live  together  and  the  mother  can  be  trained  to  go  on  with 
her  household  duties  with  her  family  about  her,  her  work, 
as  that  of  the  whole  establishment  to  be  supervised. 
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Tniril,  inoth<?r3  ’/mo  have  lost  their  sight  vmose 
hustoands  are  still  able  to  provide  for  them  and  their 
children.  These  need  careful  supervision  in  their  homes 
so  that  they  may  learn  to  take  up  life  under  the  altered 
conditions.  I would  like  all  the  counsel  and  advice  un 
this  three-fold  problem  that  you  can  give  me. 

I have  sent  copies  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Vandeve 


Sincerely  yours, 


and  Miss  Wrlcht 


I4rrr‘i,  vtum  nij;  Mi;xr’}>n;A  ?tu;ji3r, 

January  Hth,  19in, 


Hoot  Hr.  Van  ClcTct- 


, spirit  of  tiolpfultionB  wliicli  liOa  tirvtt mtLMf 

you  ai^  Moaaro,  ; e.Money,  Allen,  lairrltt  una  niedSJo 
aplondld  ofTor  of  looidLnc;  after  forty  of  trio 
chool  for  Vm  Blind  la  very^-Slv  ^ nallfaa 

floultles  In  the  way  of  cnivylTfr  out 

in  tin,  rlmt  nl.nn  the  IncoS  of  S So?  T”’' 

ten.laneo  of  the  l.aieldit,!  ‘'".i*-: 

propiiRB]  mir  annual  tncosno  w uld  oulYor  laotorlal^^Wf  JiT’** 
arraln  In  rlw  of  our  ivoilw  all  hairtno 
Umllle  t?Jone  Tioplla  uouia  lx>  aerlouslv  handlra^l^ 

to^hc  npprooloton  h/thooe  cffforuX'SIL^J^Sj! 

1.  o.»  ,r^/^"?.„‘:“‘o^s  oS-"SsVJirs??  ^ 

Thl«  r UilnL  vnu  ^ H*?  WlntlQU  porocno. 

Bortha  to  o<a».  Th^o  L..i^  situation  for  at  lon«t  Vtco 

ana  c-lvo  to  tliooe  r<yiulrln^'  It  a out  table  ”**  scliool 

that  aith  all  tho  mndorfui  or<^nl/atlon 

dlaorranlaoa.  For  osar^lo  Ffullfax  t^j©  city  ia  v -py 

nlnoty-rivo  pereona  whSi  ©vob  wJir^TnJui^S^dnJin^  JHnulred  oS 

l>ut  tJjo  only  Ai'itrc.HBon  tiin»''wr>  Ke.»f  wurlnc  t.>c  recent  oxploalon 

U .III  tote  eooto  to  loS^S?i“im”  t?™o'.“  “"“ 

Injurou  on  >eooubcr  r,th.  Rmio  «e  tTsnae  wJioae  oyoa  wor© 

boapltala.  iilvc  t^Tir  different 

ImTo  boon  tmoBferred  to  Sie^counti^  t^^*i^**  *^n?»  ®®**'*^*T''  towna.  Dihers 
poniry  alioltcra  nml  ao  It  rLf  «n  ^ n^aln  ore  in  tec 

•Serinito  laeo  or  S!e  S/SS  oto  of^J,  “”'•11  ee  I,«eo  n eery 

f*an » >^i4ru^  ^ 02COOj  ot-c*  of  ^Ikiso  irijo  ore  lotollv  nr 

il,on  tlieoo  rocte  Are  M^wtn5n^”r*et?? *T^*'  eltuatlon. 
Alloh,  .hirrltt  on,!  vooroolr  S i ' ’'’  """  "oeelrB. 

~’TriSn‘s,r?-6??„v??  tk  ™F  ss/s. 

•torwl  l,ov  runf'l  opnrocIato''t’>f'’!if,J^,,'®''.^'’’^”'”'”"''”'’''"  *"  «™ier- 

you  will  klndlv  P<ipil8  froo  of  c’jor'«o  nr»i  i trual 

icooroi;  orS-^  Pi”tIo-®n  too.  how  rroton.l  r fro?  Lr  ii”?i 


Very  alnoorely  youra, 

(altpioil)  c»  1',  i r:\Bcr 
pe  r 
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EDV.APD  E ALLEN. 

DIRECTOR  PERKINS  INSTI  .V,ATERTOV»N  FASS, 


DIFFICULT  TO  GET  SATISFACTORY  DATA  V.ISH  YOU  COULD  COf.'E  TO  HALIFAX  SOOF 


C.F. FRASER 


froK  thono  totally  blinded  to-»re  are  ab(Hit  4dJ  onnon 
rewtl't  of  ^Xblonlnn  In  Trntob  olgnt  ralr,t>t  be  navno. 
Eltte^  Amor loan  Red  Oronn  thlnX  and  I a^ree  tboae  onn«n 


reffire  iMiiedl.at-'  attention,  '^atter  bo  tay'ortant  an  to  nail 
foi^.iction  b}'  IXMiinlon  Qoveriu>iont.  '->111  you  not  iMJvedi-'toly  ^ 


send  un  orotjinont  eye  Bpecialint,  aay  Ar.  ntirllnr. 
uoBtreal  to  taKo  onarAo  of  rr'*e  oiinic  for  bv>  daya  in 


ncaooi  for  Blind  n<'re.  /ill  r,lve  roomn  rei  t free,  nn  uld 


jrrpw  your  dncituon  >»itnont  delay  an  vre  i.riPt  r.ot  it  ntartnd 
in  noiiie  way  liuiiedlateiy . 


C-  V- 


r 


Telegram. 


Jaji.  2l3t,  1918. 

Doctor  J.  Stirling, 

Montreal,  P.  Q. 

Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  thlnlc  conditions 
nereiverj^  serious.  Five  hundred  persons  have  had  one  or 
doth  eyes  injured.  Clinics  here  Inadequate.  The  saving  of 
sight  urgent.  Will  provide  aultahle  room  at  School  for 
the  Blind  for  free  eye  clinic.  Can  you  come  to  Halifax  for 
four  or  six  weexav  If  not  can  you  send  us  an  outstanding 
mem.  Matter  imperative.  Reply  quickly  stating  terms. 


C.  F.  Fraser. 


a 


in  CUT  LKTTEH 


January  22na,  1918. 


nr.  J.  w.  Stirling, 

Montreal,  P.  Q, 


iJur  Coimflittree  Join  me  in  thanKing  you  for 
telegraifl,  will  you  kindly  purchase  at  our  expense  and 
shff^  to  me  hy  express  all  necessary  equipment  for  out- 
pa^^ent  clinic,  . We  have  two  beds  for  emergency  cases 
toJt. until  consulting  you  expect  to  confine  work  to  out- 


Jltfents . 

■t 


t 

» 

1 

i 


Please  telegraph  probable  date  of  arrival  here. 


C.  F.  PRASV3i. 


t 

» 


I 


«^n.  22n'i,  1918. 


Hr.  j.  ’iiu'ritn, 

InHtitutlon  xor  tn«  Inotnicitlon  of  tho.’Uinfl, 
. i?yiiiartoi')hla,  Pn. 

’v»'ir  ;ir.  Tiirrir.t:- 


)(m*t  vrorny  about  oominr  to  nniifax  nor<;  it  uny 
be  vtn  shall  have  to  nnet  hero  later,  thoii/rn  I floubt  it.  The 
prir’e  object  oi*  ri,v  stayim:  at  this  tUio,  the  orrani7,in#:  of  n 
free  eyo  clinln  at  the  nohool,  has  riot  yet  boon  aoconpllohe^l 
an<l  your  yreaenne  oouid  not  have  ohnnf:oa  this  fact.  i snaii 
try  to  exnlaln  uhy  later.  T)oubtlean  by  next  Uon^ay  nr 

'inenjay,  when  -I  ox  )oct  to  start  honewartt,  we  shall  no  lonrier  • 
U ’e<l  to  senrt  chit  Tollow-iip  rinha  to  aosie  ovon?orKed  local 
bculirt;  Mina  uand  in  as  busy  as  can  be  ana  has  oontinuous 
Clerical' help  and  that  of  tvm  voluntary  worircrs  ana  four  nurse, 
visitoiru.  I i-arsonaliy  ruu  doiru-  little  beyond  tryinn  to 
influence  .xiblio  ouinion  throurh  •'shop  talks"  with  rnTx>rt''rB 
ana  school  ona  other  Influential  people,  and  reuarinf  a foru 
for  a hiatory  and  vocational  guidance  c irrt  for  ''inn  a^na  to  ' 
fill  in  for  the  later  use  of  our  Ooi.aalttee. 


AS  the  totally  bllnaea norr  known  to  be  ei^-rtv- 

foiir  — - is  so  r:uy  fewer  than  the  original  cetinate.  so  thV  * 
ur-sert  sro/^rar.  has  ohAnft-rt  accordlnriy  frow  the  centraliy.ed 
necessity  towards  the  decentralized  ideal.  Uefon*  icavinr  i 
Shall  hope  to  ? eet  the  local  r-.embors  of  our  hoswiittee  and  try 
n?  f axif-oin  docentralizatlon.  ■'lut  f«w 

of  .h  olind  Wi...l  reave  irallfax  »ven  teranor.arily . 

Indies  -^^'ii-tford  Situation  wan  news 

"orwlrtnr-,1  ttio  An'v™ 

dent  yc/iioney  would  evnect  ne  to  do 

p.™.-,  I ,'r’^'Tv°T  ■ 

aison,  though  I nave  never  net  um.  uiisou:  rr.u.i.T,. 


CJordially  yours, 
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VilTH 

DR  STIRLING  ARRIVED  TODAY  LOCAL  I/EH  STRONGLY  OPPOSING  CLINIC  STIRLING  ^HEl' 
TAKES  POSITION  V.ITPOUT  KNOVvLEDGE  THAT  THERE  IrWiS  HO  NECESSITY  FOR  HIS  COMING 
THEY  HAVE  AGREED  TO  FOUR  DAYS  FREE  CLINIC  LOCAL  MEN  IN  CHARGE  Y.ITH  STERLING 
CONSULTANT  TO  PROVE  THERE  CONTENTION  DO  YOU  ADVISE  ALLOV.ING  THIS  V.IGH  YOU 
V.ERE'HFRE  REPLY  TONIGHT  V.ITHOUT  FAIL  . 


C.F. FRASER 
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Edward  E.  Allon,  Eaq . , 

Director  Pericins  Institution  for  the  '^lind, 
water tovm , Maas, 


Dear  Mr.  Allen 


■Jur  first  clinic  v;as  held  todaj'  and  Dr.  Stirling  and 
a local  oculist,  Dr.  MacL»nnan,  were  on  duty.  Th^  clinic  opened 
at  .2.3J  P.M.,  thirty-eight  patients  viere  ex.amined,  and  ao  f.ar  as 
I can  understand  thirteen  of  these  had  not  seen  an  oculist  amce 
leaving  hospital. 


The  iiioiihers  of  the  Comiosion  for  Halifax  Relief  came 
to  see  i.ie  this  Morning  and  talXed  over  the  situation  v/ith  respect 
to  Dr.  Stirling  and  the  local  oculists.  The  toiiuiissioners  vrari.ily 
endorsed  the  idea  of  an  outside  Man  but  thought  that  the  local 
oculists  Should  have  been  consulted  before  his  anuoin*Ment.  They 


agreed  with  Me  that  under  tne  circuiistances  the.  clinic  had  better 
■be  cojitinued  and  intiMated  that  troy  vere  prepared,  should  the 
present  clinic  prove  unsatisfactory,  to  tai:e  tiie  Matter  up  afresh 
and  deal  v/ith  it  vigorously. 


I have  beer,  very  uuch  overworked  since  the  explosion, 
and  ray  wife  has  been  -ven  More  so.  i want  a thorough-going , vrell- 
trained  assl.etant  in  the  office^  of  the  type  of  Mias  Rand,  who 
oould  relieve  ue  'ron  the  endless  details  that  I have  to 
‘ o.x'.i  particularly  life  soueone  like  ?'lsn  Rand  v.'ith  a rood 
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Knov.'ledre  of  worlc  for  blind.  In  there  anyone  in  Norton  or 
vicinity  that  yon  could  aecuro  for  ue  for  Trou  four  to  r.ix  luonths 
ac  least,  until  the  heavier  \;orX  renuitinc  froL  the  explosion  has 
quieted  dovii.  I want  soj..eone  v.'ho  is  bi^y  eriouyh  to  fyrasp  the 
import. Ui'je  of  the  present  nituatioi,,  one  ii.'no  is  not  afraid  of 
v'orK  and  ir.  not  (yov-'^rened  by  hours  ar.d  one  v,rho  vrauld  be  able  to 
r'^prosent  me  in  my  absence,  and  attend  comraittee  meetings  of  men 
interested  in  the  blind.  I find  my  loss  of  hearing  a very  f:reat 
drawbacic  in  gener.al  committee  meetijpqs  and  want  soiie  person  v/ho 
will  Keop  j„e  Giof^eiy  in  touch  with  every  thinp:.  Please  give  me 
an  idea  of  the  salary  such  a nerson  would  cojiu.iand , including  board 
in  t)ie  school.'  This  matter  is  j.iore  or  less  urgent  as  the  present 
demands  upon  my  time,  aside  from  regular  v'orh,  maice  life  veiy 
strenuous.  If  you  can  do  anything  to  help  in  this  matter,  as 
well  as  the  mu  itltrdincus  other  matters  with  which  you  have  h.eined 
me  I shall  be  grateful. 


’.Vith  Kind  regards,  believe  me, 
hincerely  yours , 

^ V a_  Unrrna^ 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Eaq., 

Director  Pericina  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Hass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

I have  received  your  several  telegrams  and  am  glad 
that  you  concur  with  me  that  the  proper  thing  to  do  was  to  let 
the  Commission  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  carrying  on  of 
the  Clinic.  Dr.  Mathers  telephoned  me  that  the  local  oculists 
were  prepared  to  continue  the  Clinic  at  the  school  for  the  Blind 
for  two  days  a week.  This  offer  was  also  passed  to  the 
Conuaisslon. 

On  Sunday  evening  Mr.  Rogers,  Chairman  of  the 
Coiiualssion,  telephoned  me  that  he  was  going  to  meet  the  oculists 
at  5 P.M.  on  Monday  and  would  like  to  have  Miss  Rand  write  him 
a letter  with  respect  to  the  Clinic.  This- letter  was  sent  to 
Chairman  Rogers  early  yesterday  afternoon  but  so  far  I have 
heard  nothing  from  them.  ],lr.  W.  a.  Black  agreed  with  the  idea 
of  letting  the  Coriuaisslon  assurae  the  responsibility  of  closing 
or  continuing  the  Clinic.  You  win  find  enclosed  a copy  of 
the  letter  Miss  Rand  sent  to  Chairman  Rogers.  i suppose  we 
must  await  developments.  in  th»  meantime  the  registration  and 
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fminw-ut»  wor - la  r,oing  on  as  usual  and  urgent  cases  of  eye 
trouble  will  be  sent  to  local  oculists  for  treatment.  I 
wisn  you  had  been  with  us  during  last  week.  The  situation 
was  very  uncomfortable  owing  to  the  stand  taken  by  Dr.  Stirling, 
as  well  as  that  taken  by  the  local  oculists.  I will  keep 
you  advised  of  further  developments. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Halifax^  N.  S.,  February  IS,  191S<. 


Mr.  Edward  I.  Allea, 

Pericins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dr.  Sterling  recommeads  re-opening  clinic.  Br.  Harvey  of 
Providence,  R.  I., leaves  Boston  for  Halifax  tonight.  Interview 
hioD  if  you  can.  Comaii ssioners  have  secured  co-operation  of 
local  men. 


(Signed)  C.  F.  Fraser. 
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EQwara  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Supt.  Perlclns  School  for  the  'Blind, 

'"R  ter  town,  Itass. 

Dear  ?'r.  Allen: - 

T have  your  letters  of  the  ^th,  fith  and  14th 
insts. , and.  your  telegrajn  of  the  15th.  T will  deal  with 
these  according  to  date.  I should  have  ’•Tltten  sooner  hut 
really  had  not  time  to  do  half  the  worV.  that  lay  at  ny  hand. 

I should  have  written  to  you  mere  fully 
touching  our  clinic  hut  the  truth  is  I was  astounded  hy  the 
attitude  of  both  Dr.  Stirling  and  our  local  oculists.  As  you 
will  rememher  Dr.  Stirling  telegraphed  to  know  how  many  beds 
we  had,  and  he  also  forwarded  drugs  and  dressings  from 
T'ontreal  to  the  value  of  about  ^^175. 00.  7^e  came  prepared 

for  a clinic  in  vhilch  eyes  should  not  only  be  examined  but 
dressed,  and  probably  would  have  been  all  rlght^ but  on  his 
arrival  tlie  local  oculists  literally  seized  him  by  the  coat 
collar  and  he  gave  in  quickly.  In  rry  first  interview  with 
nim  he  was  very  pronounced,  discounting  and  sneering  at  the 
advertising  that  had  'oeen  done, and  stating  that  he  was  read;/ 
to  return  to  :/ontreal  on  the  following  morning.  dint  of 
tiie  judicious  use  of  oil  I got  him  calmed  dow'n  and  arranged 
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to  lue.-t  tr.e  local  oculists  rlth  hlru  thst  sfternoon.  They 
ceiue^  for  upv/arfis  of  an  hour  vented  their  math  upon  the 
rilnd  Relief  Coiiin.ittee  for  daring  to  Invite  an  outside 
oculist  here  xithout  their  consent.  After  talking 
professional  etiquette  until  I v.'as  tired  and  declaring  that 
tne  clinic  was  unnecessarj^  I urged  them  for  humanity's  sake 
to  try  It  for  one  week.  They  agreed  and  the  clinic,  most 
unsympathetic,  was  carried  on  for  three  days.  Eighty  people 
attended  and  I was  satisfied  despite  the  character  of  the 
clinic  that  It  was  worth  while.  At  the  end  of  three  days 
Br.  Stirling,  with  Boull  and  Mathers  arrived  in  mj'  office. 
Stirling  said  there  was  no  need  for  him  to  remain  in  Halifax  CL^ 
the  local  oculists  had  the  situation  well  in  hend.  At  the 
same  time  he  stated  that  "The  hoys  would  now  he  good"  and  do 
anything  that  I wished.  He  did  not  apologize  for  his 
conduct  and  for  that  of  the  oculists  on  the  previous  Wednesday 
hut  ne  did  show  that  he  was  sorry  the  interview  was  of  so 
unpleasant  a character.  I then  asked  the  local  oculists 
Whether  the  clinic  was  to  he  closed  and  txiey  agreed  to  take 
the  matter  under  consideration.  In  the  meantime  l talked 
with  Mr.  Black  and  we  decided,  after  receiving  your  telegram, 
tc.  xxand  everything  over  to  the  Commission.  After  that  the 
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local  oculists  offered  to  hold  a clinic  In  the  school  twice 
a week.  I told  them  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the 
Commission. 

on  Wednesday  evening,  Peh.  6th,  the  Blind  ReU  ef 
Committee  aad  tne  Commission  met  at  the  school  and  we  all 
.spoke  our  minds  xflost  frankly.  Your  visit  to  the  Commissioners 
uad  great  ivelgxit.  Tne  Comitission  then  took  up  the  matter 
with  tne  local  oculists  and  after  several  meetings  It  was 
agreed  to  Invite  Dr.  Harvey  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  come  to 
the  City  and  .he  consultant  In  a dally  clinic  at  the  School  for 
tne  Blind.  The  oculists  strenuously  oppose  notifying  patients 
oy  letter  or  card.  I am  sending  you  a paper  containing  the 
advert  is  einent  which  is  the  only  intimation  which  tiie  people 
have  as  to  the  reopening  of  the  clinic.  I do  not  regard  it 
as  enough  hut  the  responsibility  lies  with  the  Commission. 

Pour  patients  attended  the  clinic  on  Friday  afternoon,  and 
double  tuat  niunher  on  Saturday.  Dr.  Harvey  is  very  sympathetic 
and  tne  local  oculists  have  so  far  been  very  pleasant  with  the 
patients. 

with  respect  to  tne  copy  of  your  letter  sent 
to  He.-isrs.  VanCleve  and  Burritt  i can  only  say  that  It  Is  an 
admirable  presentation  of  the  situation  to  date.  I might 
briefly  refer  to  two  points.  First,  that  the  attitude  of  the 
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Aiuerlcan  Red  Cross  towards  tlie  blind  in  Halifax  mignt  be 
effected  by  tiie  action  of  our  local  oculists  witn  respect  to 
tne  clinic.  I feel  sure  that  however  disgusted  the  A.  R.  C. 
migiit  be  with  tne  attitude  of  our  local  oculists  it  would 
maice  no  difference  in  its  action  with  respect  to  the  blind 
in  Halifax.  Second,  tnat  you  question  in  your  own  mind 
whether  it  is  well  for  those  Interested  to  depend  upon  the 
American  Red  Cross  for  monetary  assistance  and  allow  the 
psychological  moment  to  pass  in  which  monied  contributions 
might  be  secured  for  tne  blind  in  the  large  American  cities. 
Our  Committee  are  still  of  the  opinion  tnat  it  would  be 
discourteous  to  the  authorities  of  the  American  Red  Cross  to 
maxe  an  active  cai/ipaign  for  subscriptions  for  the  blind  of 
Halifax  in  the  United  States,  i may  state  In  this  connect ioa 
that  an  ex-cabinet  minister  at  Ottawa  recently  informed  a 

JL- 

friend  of  mine  in  Halifax  that  the  RocKfeller  Foundation  In 
New  Yorlc  was  desirous  of  doing  something  distinctive  to  help 
tne  situation  in  Halifax.  The  ex-minister  was  desirous  that 
tne  Foundation  do  something  for  the  blind  but  knowing  as  I 
do  that  the  Foundation  co-operates  with  tiie  American  Red  CroB, 
and  believing  that  the  A.  R.  C.,  representing  as  it  does, 
tne  jjeople  of  the  United  States,  1 told  iny  friend  that  the 
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cause  of  ttie  Dllnd  In  Halifax  was  In  the  hands  of  the 
representatives  of  tne  A.  H.  C.,  and  we  thought  that  it 
was  test  not  to  cloud  the  situation  in  any  way. 

With  respect  to  a secretary  assistant  for 
rjiyself,  I thinX  that  Miss  Everett  will  do  admirahly.  I take 
it  that  Miss  Rand  cannot  remain  at  her  present  worx 
indefinitely  and  I know  that  in  addition  to  my  regular  work 
there  will  he  many  lines  of  special  work  to  follow.  If  you 
think  that  Miss  Everett  will  make  a careful,  painstaking, 
intelligent  and  discreet  secretary  I wish  you  would  arrange 
to  nave  her  come  to  Halifax  as  soon  as  possible.  IX)  you 
think  she  would  have  the  initiative  to  represent  me  during 
my  possible  absence-ifrom  the  school,  and  the  ability  to 
answer  letters  in  an  intelligent  way.  It  is  probabl^I  will 
want  her  for  six  or  elgiit  months^  in  which  case  she  may  be 
at  the  school  for  three  months  during  vacation  time  with  on^ 
the  housekeeper  and  a maid  or  two  living  in  the  buildings, 
or  it  may  be  that  she  would  spend  a part  of  her  time  with  us 
at  Bedford.  This  will  altogether  depend  upon  herself  and. 
clrciuitstances.  we  are  prepared  to  board  )'lss  Everett  in  the 
school  and  to  pa;/  her  at  the  rate  you  state. 

It  may  be  that  the  candidate  recommended  by 
tne  Teachers  Exchange,  to  whom  you  refer,  would  be  more 


Night  Letter, 


Mr,  Edward  E.ji.llen, 
Watertown, Mass, 


Halifax, N. S. , Feb, 26, 1918, 


I need  a secretary  for  fully  eight  months  and  dos- 
sibly  permanently.  If  Miss  Everett  will  come  at  once  with 
the  understanding  that  I am  to  seek  someone  to  take  her 
Place  by  May  first, I shall  be  glad  to  have  her  come.  If 
in  the  meantime  she  decides  to  stay  until  November, it 
will  probably  be  all  right.  Terms  satisfactory.  Thank  you, 

(Signed)  C. F. Fraser, 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B • SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX.  N.  S. 


Men.  4th,  1918. 


191 


Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq.,, 

Director  Perlcins  School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen:- 

I have  your  kind  letter  of  February  27th  enclosing 
copies  of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Persons  and  Major  Jajnes  Bordley, 
for  which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

The  first  Clinic  was  open  for  three  days  and 
eighty  patients  attended.  The  second  clinic,  under  Dr, 
Harvey,  was  open  in  all  elgiit  days  and  sixty-seven  patients 
attended.  The  Commission  which  arranged  the  opening  of 
the  seconc  Clinic  had  to  contend  with  the  local  situation 


and  gave  way  on  the  matt.er  of  advertising  extensively. 

They  did  however  place  an  advertisement  In  all  the  Halifax 
papers  which  they  deemed  was  sufficient.  We  could  not  get 
them  to  consent  to  cards  being  sent  to  individuals.  After 
the  Clinic  had  been  opened  four  or  five  days  the  Chairman 
agreed  to  have  the  nurses  notify  possible  patients.  i do 
not  think  aiiy  more  can  be  do.  e in  this  direction  and  i am 
satisfied  that  both  Clinics  were  advantageous  to  the  sufferers 
from  eye  accident. 

Miss  Everett  arrived  here  at  2 A.M.  on  Sunday 
morning,  ana  has  v..r.v  pleasantly  Impressed  us  with  nar 
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3-ncl  gGnsrs.!  s.t’tltud©  towsLrds  tii©  worjc.  Si'iG  will 
I tiiini:,  te  Invaluaole  to  me.  i ajn  very  grateful  to  you 
for  tne  trouble  you  have  taJcen  In  securing  Miss  Everett 
for  me  and  l thanic  you  most  sincerely  for  your  timely  help. 

'^^itn  reference  to  my  visit  to  the  Tinited  States, 
ihis  must  depend  largely  upon  you  as  you  are  Chairman  of 
the  Committee.  i might  say  however  that  if  the  meeting 

is  to  be  in  Boston  I can  conveniently  arrange  to  be  in 
your  dear  old  City  on  the  loth  or  the  17th  of  April.  if 

eit.aer  of  these  dates  are  not  suitable  to  you  mindly  let 
me  hnow. 

The  cordial  invitation  of  iJrs.  Allen  and  yourself 
to  have  us  as  your  guests  during  our  stay  in  Massachusetts 
IS  veiy  sincerely  appreciated  by  my  wife  and  myself,  but  as 
you  Will  understand  we  are  wedded  to  our  old  quarters  at  the 
Parser  House  as  this  is  an  excellent  centre  from  which 
Shopping  expeditions,  etc.  can  be  carried  out.  i feel  now 
tnat  if  our  conference  does  not  last  more  than  a day  or  two 
ouli  nice  to  go  further  South  for  change  and  rest,  but 
this  will  depend  upon  circumstances  here. 

Again  let  me  express  the  appreciation  of  wife 
and  nyself  for  the  hospitality  so  Xlndly  offered  to  us  by 

- AUen,  and  for  all  that  y^  nave  done  and  are 
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doing  for  tiie  lillnd.  of  Halifax  ana  I may  say  for  the  whole 
Haritirae  Provinces. 

I have  today  forwarded  circulars  on  the  Blind 
Endowment  Fund  to  Messrs,  van  Cleve  and  Burrltt. 

You  will  he  pleased  to  Know  that  during  the  past 
month  I have  received  from  Canadian  contributors  *25,000.00, 
Which  is  now  part  of  tiie  fund.  Ttils  morning  I heard 
from  3.fr.  Van  Cleve  enclosing  a checK  for  S814.00,  being 
the  amount  kindly  contributed  by  American  Schools  for  the 
Blind.  This  will  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  our  Blind 
EndoWient  Fund,  v/hlch  I hope  will  grow  to  such  proportions 
that  the  income  well  enable  us  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
newly  blinded  in  Halifax. 

I sometimes  think  that  you  .should  have  been  in 
the  American  Diplomatic  service.  your  letter  to  Mr. 

Persons  is  so  clear  and  yet  so  concise  that  it  might  have 
oeen  written  by  a diplomat  of  many  years  experience.  Your 
lettei'  to  Major  James  Bordley  is  also  most  satisfactory 
to  me. 

Ye  have  at  present  eight  Canadian  blinded  soldiers 
ana  two  more  corning  yery  shortly.  Four  of  those  who  are 
With  us  are  studying  massage  with  practical  hospital  work. 
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Two  or  tnem  are  learning  shoe  repairing  and  tvro  are 
studying  Braille  shorthand  and  commercial  v/ork. 

Halifax  is  beginning  to  settle  down  hut  the 
Shock  from  the  explosion  is  still  painfully  evident  among 
our  citizens.  Dr.  Macdonald,  the  neurologist  from 
Providence  has  oeen  asked  hy  the  Commission  to  remain 
here  and  study  conditions.  He  is  a particularly  fine 
man  arid  his  personality  is  felt  hy  all  those  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact. 

Miss  Rand  is  now  hard  at  work  again  after  her 
three  days  of  Grippe. 

v/itn  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Allen  and  yourself 
in  Which  my  wife  Joins  me,  i remain. 

Very  truly  yours. 
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Kdward  E,  Allan,  Eaq., 

Director  PerKino  School  Tor  th«  Blind, 


ill 

a MAR  1918  b 

r 

iJ, 

\Vatorto"TC, 

Dear  ,;.tr.  Allen;- 

I have  your  favor  of  March  8th  and  ara  very 
grateful  to  you  fof  v/ritinif:  to  roe  in  the  frank  v/ay  you  have. 
Your  eetiraate  of  fir.  Swift 'a  assertions  and  i.iy  seemini^  in- 
consiatencien  is  correct. 


Let  me  first  refer  to  the  statement  that  "I 
proraised  not  to  collect  money  for  the  needs  of  th^  blind  out- 
side of  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Newfoundland " . This  is 
absolutely  without  foundation.  Dr.  Dickson  of  Toronto  came 
to  iTalifax  last  .July  and  urged  th“  incorporation  of  a 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Nlind  with  head  office 
at  Toronto,  said  Institute  to  be  in  affiliation  with  the 
National  Institute  for  th«  Blind  of  Knttland.  l was  to  be 
made  honorary  president  of  the  Irrtltute.  The  institute 
v/as  to  be  governed  by  a Council  of  eighteen  and  have  an 
executive  of  five  or  six  members  in  Toronto  who  were  to 
control  the  destinies  of  the  blind  of  Canada.  The  scheme 
was  chimerical  but  hoping  that  it  might  under  certain  conditions 

^ j 

be  of  advantage  to  the  blind  of  the  Dominion,  I undertook  to 
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roving  tn^  p’"opofied  cnartei^  and  did  so.  Several  supsequent, 
ohart.c»rs  were  dramt  and  in  turn  revised  by  lae.  in  the 


Toronto  cooies  of  this  document  full  power  v/as  Riven  to  the 
central  executive  over  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  blind 
in  Canada,  inoludiiiR  education  and  training.  I advocated 
that  provincial  coioiiuttees  represented  on  the  central  cojmiittee 
control  the  several  provinces  with  the  understanding:  that 
Nova  acotla,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Pldward  laijuid  be  re- 


garded as  one  province.  Dr.  Dickson,  with  the  co-op°ration 
of  Mr.  Frtvift  and  others,  discounted  the  idea  of  provincial 
rights  and  v.^ould  not  listen  to  any  aj.iendments  with  this  in 
view.  Jividently  Dickson  became  tired  of  amended  charters 
as  I have  r Dt  heard  from  him  since  November  last.  Had  th'^ 
proposed  Canadian  National  Institute  been  incorjiorated 
according  to  Dr.  Dickson's  ideas  our  organizations  for  the 
blind  here  might  have  been  seriously  jeopardized.  Jn  the 
other  hand  had  the  institute  been  incorporated  according  to 
Lp/  ideas  i would  not  have  been  in  a position  to  seek  con- 
tributions for  our  Hlind  Tindovmient  lUnd  in  Ontario  or  the 
./est,  but  the  institute  was  never  incorporated  and  I have 
never  made  any  nror.nse  with  respect  to  securing  aid  throughout 
Canada.  jn  the  otfier  hand  in  November  last  an  agent  of  the 
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Toronto  Eroo  Library  for  tno  nilna  sought  to  raise  money 
for  that  library  in  the  three  Maritime  Provinces. 

You  sum  up  Mr.  n’.vift's  allegations  in  a poragraph 
in  your  letter  under  three  heads.  Ei_r_st,  misstatement  of 
facts.  At  the  time  the  circular  v/as  printed  and  sent  out, 
January  I5th,  I believed  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  persons 
in  Halifax  had  been  totally  or  practically  blinded  by  the 
explosion.  The  facts  proved  two  months  later  that  probably 
tills  number  could  be  cut  in  two. 

The  Second  allegation  with  respect  to  my  alleged 
promise  I nave  already  answered. 

ThJ.rd,  that  two  of  the  blinded  soldiers  had  passed 
their  examin?itxons  at  ;.lcGill  v/ith  distinction.  This  is  true, 
with  the  excejition  that  the  men  required  practical  v^orlc  in 
the  hospitals.  Their  diplomas  win  probably  be  given  them 
in  a short  time  and  v/in  prove  that  their  passing  of  the 
examinations  with  distinction  is  absolutely  correct. 


Tile  reference  to  my  secretl.y  applylru; 


of  Toronto  with  a -view  to  raising  a hugh  national  fund  is  a 
misstatement  of  fact.  Last  sunmier  a lady  from  London,  ont . , 
Who  was  in  Halifax^m^t  the  blinded  soldiers  at  our  home  in 
Bedford.  3he  became  very  much' interested  in  this  special 
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woric  and  went  baojc  to  her  home  and  Interested  the  l.o.n.E. 
of  London  in  -providing  equipiaent  so  that  th^*  soldiers  taight 
have  a greater  variety  of  oocupations . Siihsequently  a Chapter 
in  3ritish  Columbia  wrote  to  me  that  they  would  like  to  do 
something  along  this  line  but  before  doing  so  would  like  the 
approval  of  the  national  exenutive  at  Toronto.  I then  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Gooderham,  the  President  of  the  executive  telling 
her  of  the  proposed  donation  and  requesting  that  the  executive 
sanction  the  same.  I never  heard  from  firs.  Gooderham^ but 
have  reason  to  kno’v  that  Toronto  influence  v/as  brought  to 
bear  to  prevent  the  I.u.D.E.  helping  our  Equipment  Fund. 

There  was  no  secrecy  in  the  matter  and  as  the  i*und  required 
was  only  a fev/  thousand  dollars,  i cannot  see  hov?  it  can  be 
said  that  I was  endeavoring  secretly,  through  the  l.o.F.E. 
of  Canada  to  use  "A  hugh  national  money-getting  machine". 

The  fact  is  that  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  is  behind  all  th.1s 
opposition.  cir  Arthur,  through  his  agents,  has  raised  an 
imiaense  sum  in  Canada  for  the  retraining  of  blinded  soldiers 
and  X can  see  his  hand  in  all  this  antagonism  to  our  work 
in  Halifax. 

I sill  not  responsible  for  the  utterances  and  news- 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  B • SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 


191 


E . S . . 


5 - 


paper  squiPs  of  volunteer  colt^ctors  and  can  only  regret 
that  the  caiapal^n  han  Peen  Plndered  ratner  than  helped  py 
such  irreeooneiPle  etateiaento . 

Afiain  let  ue  thank  yon  for  wrltinp;  to  me  so  frankly 
and  fiiliy  v/ith  respect  to  the  Toronto  opposition.  I think 
you  '.vill  Pe  able  to  read  between  the  lines  and  fully  under- 
stand my  position  in  this  matter. 

I/Iiss  .'Tverett,  v,'ho  developed  chronic  bronchitis 
while  here^  left  for  ]?oston  thi.s  morning,  to  my  very  p:reat 
regret.  Miss  Everett  would  have  made  an  ideal  secretary 
and  I :Uii  very,  ver.v  sorry  to  lose  her  help. 

v/ith  kindest  regards,  believe  me, 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Night  Lstterj 


Halifax,  N.S., March  18,  1918, 


Mr,  Edward  E,  ^llen, 

Perkins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass, 

Miss  Rand  says  she  must  leave  /Spril  15th,  Is  there  any  way  of 
holding  her  at  our  expense?  Money  must  not  be  a consideration. 
Many  complicated  situations  constantly  arising.  Some  one  with 
knowledge. of  work  for  the  blind  most  essential.  Would  Miss  Lucy 
Wright  consider  coming  to  Halifax  for  six  months,  if  Miss  Rand  is 
out  of  the  question? 


(signed)  C.  E.  Fraser, 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director  Perkins  school  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

I sent  you  the  papers  last  v/eek  containing 
the  announcement  of  the  Conuaission  to  the  effect  that 
the  federal  Government  of  Canada  proposed  to  ask  Parliament 
for  Seven  Million  Dollars  ( 87,000,000.00)  with  a view  to 
pensioning  all  persons  who  had  been  physically  incapacitated 
by  the  explosion  at  Halifax.  I have  no  doubt  that  this 
money  vrill  be  granted  but  I presume  it  will  be  several 
months  before  the  amounts  of  the  pensions  will  be  made 
public  and  the  pensions  absolutely  paid  over. 

We  have  at  present  in  the  school  one  little 
girl  five  years  of  age,  one  six,  one  nine,  one  sixteen, 
one  eighteen  and  two  nineteen.  In  addition  one  day  pupil, 
a man  of  twenty-seven  came  in  today.  There  is  one  case. 
Miss  Tilly  Pitt,  age  fifty-three,  who  is  homeless.  This 
v/oman  we  have  arranged  to  board  at  the  expense  of  our 
Committee. in  the  vicinity  of  the  school  and  she  will  come 
in  daily  to  be  trained  as  best  ve  may. 


I am  about  carrying  out  the  plan  of  opening 
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our  girls'  and  our  boys'  industrial  departments  in  the 
morning  for  adults,  having  them  remain  for  dinner  and  then 
giving  them  two  hours  training  in  reading,  writing,  etc. 
in  the  afternoon.  our  shops  are  comparatively  empty  in 
the  mornings  and  our  school  rooms  in  the  afternoons.  We 
Shall  probably  continue  this  training  during  the  sumxaer 
holidays.  These  people  will  be  brought  to  the  school 
by  guides  or  in  autos  at  the  expense  of  the  Committee. 

Miss  Rand  is  doing  splendid  work  and  I wish  it 
were  possible  for  her  to  remain  until  November  next.  i 
do  not  know  how  the  Commission  could  spare  her  nor  do  I 
know  that  the  American  Red  Cross  would  care  to  bear  the 
expense  of  her  remaining  here.  i have  not  spoken  to 
Miss  Rand  about  it  but  our  Committee  would  gladly  assume 
the  expense  of  her  salary  and  give  her  a home  in  the  scicol. 
I find  Miss  Rand  thoroughly  efficient  and  conscientious 
and  as  she  knows  our  problem  so  well  I should  be  delighted 
if  she  could  remain  with  us.  The  work  in  a measure  is 
letting  up  and  I do  not  think  it  can  ever  be  as  strenuous 
as  it  was  for  the  first  three  months. 

Your  co-operation  has  been  of  the  greatest  help 
to  me  and  l can  never  tell  you  how  your  kindness  touched  me 
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in  those  dark  days  when  the  prohlem  of  blindness  in  Halifax 
seemed  almost  overvdielming . I suppose  I will  hear  from 
you  presently  with  respect  to  the  date  of  the  meeting  of 
our  joint  Committ'ee.  Judge,  now  Chief  Justice  Harris, 
will  if  possible  be  with  us  wherever  the  meeting  may  be. 

Miss  Everett's  return  to  Boston  was  greatly 
regretted  by  everyone  here. 

With  kindest  regards,  believe  me. 

Yours  sincerely. 


Night  Letter* 


Halifax,N.?.,Warch  25,  ISIS* 


Mr*  Edward  1-  AileOj 

Watertown,  Mass* 

Miss  Rand  strongly  recommends  Miss  Kelly,  state  home  teacher  Baltimore 
8s  her  successor*  Do  you  think  she  would  come  to  us  at  once?  Ha^e  written 
you  fully  today  regarding  general  condition  here*  Would  like  advice  by 

wire  regarding  schedule  for  commission  referred  to  in  letter* 

’ ' ^ G.  F. Fraser* 
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March  25th,  191S. 


Eaward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director  PerKlna  School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen 

I have  your  letter  of  March  20th  which  I 
partially  answered  hy  telegram  und.^r  date  of  March  23rd. 

The  position  here  has  completely  changed  during 
the  last  fortnight.  You  will  remeraher  that  I sent  you  on 
March  12th  the  papers  containing  the  announcement  that  the 
Commission  was  authorized  to  state  that  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment was  about  to  ask  parliaiuent  for  a grant  of  1^7,000 ,000.00 
and  the  money  be  used  in  pensions  for  those  who  were 


A 


incapacitated  bj^  the  disaster  of  December  6th.  Later  on 
I learned  that  the  Comir.lssion  is  prepared  to  pay  for  the 
educational  and  vocational  training  of  all  of  the  blind  or 
practically  blind  of  the  disast^^r.  Tbis  view  of  the  matter 
was  subsequently  confirmed  and  I found  that  some  people  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  blind  were  not  receiving  proper 
attention  and  that  active  steps  must  at  once  be  taken  to 
see  that  everything  was  done  that  could  be  done  to  train  the 
blind  here  or  in  tboir  homes  and  to  give  them  such  mothers ' 
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helpers  as  might  he  needed.  The  Commission  has  asked  me 
to  prepare  a schedule  shewing  what  would  have  to  be  paid 
for  the  training  of  Halifax  blind  jwpiis  in  this  school. 

Also  what  would  be  charged  for  adiaitting  adults  as-  day 
pupils,  also  cost  of  employing  registration  staff,  hone 
teachers  ane  others  in  connection  with  the  -.voik.  it  is 
possible  that  the  Comifliasion  nay  capitalize  the  amount  and 
place  it  in  our  Blind  Endowment  Fund  but  this  is  by  no  means 
cArtain. 

v/e  hav*'  at  present  seven  girls  in  the  school 
blinded  by  the  Halifax  disaster.  Three  of  them  are  nine 
years  of  age  and  underhand  four  between  sixteen  and  nineteen. 
These  are  all  being  carefully  trained.  Uur  Horae  Teacher 
is  training  several  women  in  reading  and  knitting  but  the 
great  majority  of  the  cases  are  not  yet  ready  for  any  in- 
struction. some  are  in  hospital,  some  sick  at  home  and 
some  will  not  yet  view  with  favor  any  training.  I.fy  idea 
is  that  as  far  as  possible  these  adults  should  be  brought  to 
th-  school  and  given  two  or  three  hours  in  the  workshons  in 
the  morning  and  in  the  school  rooms  in  the  afternoon.  dur 
Visitors  and  hone  teacher  state  that-  owing  to  housing  con- 
ditions few  of  the  adult  blind  can  be  seen  to  advantage  in 
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their  homes.  Faiallies  are  living  in  the  kitchen  v/hich 
if!  used  as  the  living  roora^  and.  the  home  teacher  finds  it 
difficult  to  give  instruction  to  the  blind  woman  or  man 
who  is  surrounded  by  the  other  members  of  the  family. 

Miss  Rand  agrees  with  me  that  everything  la  being  done 
that  can  at  present  be  accomplished.  Our  streets  are  in 
a terrible  condition  ov/ing  to  snow  and  ice  and  it  will 
prcbabiy  be  two  v/eeks  before  it  wi.ii  be  possible  to  admit 
day  pupils. 

Dr.  McDonald  has  at  our  request  seen  two  or 
three  of  those  who  have  become  blind,  but  I do  not  think 
that  so  far  we  have  more  than  one  serious  case  and  that 

a ' 

IS  CTjiara  Kearns,  wtio  is  no'.v  in  the  school  and  who  has  been 
carefully  nursed  back  to  health  here  and  is  being  well 
looked  after. 

In  iiiy  letter  to  you  of  March  M-th  I asked  you  when 
and  vdaere  you  proposed  to  hold  our  ;ioint  meeting  but  up  to 
date  I have  not  heard  from  you  on  this  matter.  You  as 
''Chairman  will  have  to  settle  this  point.  I suggested 
April  10th  or  17th  in  Poston,  or  I might  nov/  add  April  24th. 


It  is  Impossible*  for  me  to  write  in  full  the 
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inside  conditions  of  raattiers  today,  but  I feel  that  i am 
wording  against  an  undercurrent  which  I do  not  understand 
and  Which  results  in  the  impression  that  we  are  doing 
nothing  and  neglecting  the  Halifax  blind.  This  gives  you 
a slight  Clue  to  some  of  the  new  difficulties  which  have 
arisen,  yet  I know  that  everything  that  can  be  done  for 
the  Halifax  blind  to  date  has  been  dono^ and  that  in  a few 
weeks  we  win  be  able  to  do  much  more. 

With  kind  regards,  believe  me. 

Very  truly  yours. 


I/.  C ^ 

i4~M^  y • ^L^’ 

P' \^^- 

H'^t  h>>''>U-,  y^-A^l-t. 

k-r-^7\  ‘ h'itif  €^*'"e^'itr  (//  t 


.^p^yn'~^'^‘^  U/'"yv-^jr7rTt^-/<iU*>^  CpCn\^t'?  <Z ^ 

'lhfiiy\Z,J^  9-19-^  ->^>'7“  y^'^/..^*f>\  — 

1‘-*^  7!£7  A*-^  >7  - 


(^;0^9yn^  /'>^^/.  ^fX_.s.  7-C 

Cj  r-^,.^<i^‘’. :'  C.I'  y , 

^u  nuz^jf^ 


7^>'~TN  C^'^V''T(k-'^  ^ <“ /5^C—  ^ * Vt  « 

if  ^/r-2^^  "/  er-  ■^'  ■ ^X.<^  ct  •^c/Z^-ir^'*^  ti.  **  c^ 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 


Dear  Mr.  Allen 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  of  Brooklyn  have  agreed  to  come  on  the 
I2th.  or  15th.  of  April  provided  Mr.  Murphy  is  relieved  from 
his  present  work.  I have  offered  them  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  ($150.00),  per  month  with  home  here  and  transportation 
should  they  come.  In  the  meantime  I am  very  anxious  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Murphy  should  be  installed  at  their  earliest  possible 
date . 

I am  somewhat  perplexed  owing  to  the  pressure  that  is  being 
brought  upon  me  to  make  Mr.  John  Weir  Superintendent  of  the 
newly  blinded  of  Halifax.  This  gentlemen  is  an  excellent  plat- 
form speaker  and  a good  collector  but  is  not  the  man  for  the 
position.  If  he  were:-  I would  gladly  second  his  appointment.  He 
has  got  a few  of  his  friends  to  interest  themselves  on  his 
behalf  and  to  bring  influence  to  bear  of  the  Relief  Commission 
but  I have  taken  the  stand  that  this  is  a matter  which  requires 
the  consideration  and  co-operation  of  the  representatives  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  that  steps  have  already  been  taken 
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to  secure  the  services  of  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Murphy. 

You  will  understand  that  this  is  not  a question  of  money 
but  a question  of  placing  in  charge  of  the  work  properly  trained 
people.  I know  that  you  endorse  the  appointment  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Murphy  also  that  Mr.  Van  Clevei  does  likewise;.  It  has  occurred  to 
me  that  the  perspective  friction  might  be,  overcome  entirely  if 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  came  here  as  the  representatives  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  that  possibly  they  might  be  paid  by  the 
same  organization. 

Kindly  give  this  matter  your  prompt  consideration  as  the: 
plating  of  an  inexperienced  person  or  persons  in  charge  of  the 
work,  especially  the  outside  work  might  be  of  serious  disad- 
vantage to  the  proper  carrying  out  of  this  work.  Send  me  a 
night  letter  on  this  letter.  I would  like  very  much  to  have 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  MurphV  installed  here  before  going  to  Boston. 

Should  this  be  the  wisest  course  our  meeting  would  not  take 
place  before  April  24th. 


Yours  faithfully. 


Niaht  Letter* 

^ Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  April  10,1 

Mr*  E*  E*  Allen,  ' 

Watertown,  Mass* 

fraser  ra.aeats  oar  le.via,  for  Fallfax  Trlda,  ovonlos,  re,»irl»3  arrival  in 
Soaton  0 oloot  Friaay.  Van  Cleva  susseats  oonfersnoe  .ith  you, and  tbe  DOsalble 
conference  with  Miss  Rand*  Wire  advice  Ifi??  Sixty  St* , Brooklyn* 

■J.  J.  Murphy* 


Mr 


Edward  Alleo, 
latertownj  Mass^ 

Just  leaving  for  New  Yorlc 


Telesram^ 


Halifax,  N*  S.,^pril  1'^, 


Retara  to  Postoa  Monday  next.. 

C.  E.  Fraser.. 


1918. 


Ciller 
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HALIFAX  NS  MAY  lylB 
EDWARD  E ALLEN 

director  PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND  WATERTOWN  MASS 
CHAIRMAN  COMMISSION  AWAY  LEADING  BANKER  CONSULTED  SAYS  STAiEMENT 

ME  TO  COMMITTEE  CORRECT  TODATE  EXPECT  ADDITIONAL  SEVEN  MILLION 
FROM  DOMINION  WHICH  INCLUDES  PENSIONS  FOR  CRIPPLED  BLIND  ETC 
AUTHORITY  ESTIMATES  PROPERTY  AND  INDIRECT  LOSSES  AT  BETWEEN  TWENTY  FIVE 
AND  THIRTY  MILLION  DONOR  ORGANIZATION  SHOULD  DIRECT  EXPENDITURE  THROUGH 
YOU  IF  POSSIBLE  OR  LOCAL  COMMITTEE  OF  MEN 
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Edward  Alien, 
Perkins  Institution, 
Watertown,  Mass, 


Night  Letter, 

Halifax,  N.S.  ,May  13,  1918, 


Blind  Relief  Conmiittee  and  Federal  Relief  pnmm-! 

.y  letter.  recoMend  eoependlns  report  until  yon  reoel.e 


C.  F.  Fraser 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

■Eatertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allent--- 

night  letter  of  Saturday  last  dealt  with  the  avail- 
able funds  of  the  Federal  Commission.  As  I understand  it  the 
additional  seven  million  has  not  yet  been  made  public,  but  it 
includes  pensions  for  the  blind  and  maimed.  I had  an  interview 
with  Dr.  Cutten  last  week  and  discussed  with  him  the  general 
work  in  connection  with  the  newly  blinded  of  Halifax. 

On  Dr.  Cutten' s recommendation  the  Blind  Relief  Com- 
mittee, the  Relief  Commission,  Mr.  Pearson,  Chairman  of  the 
Massachusetts  Fund,  and  Dr.  Cutten  met  at  the  school  yesterday. 

I told  the  Commission  that  the  joint  committee  of  the  American 
Red  cross  had  under  consideration  the  making  of  a report  to  lir. 
Persons  and  that  before  making  this  report  you,  as  chairman, 
were  anxious  to  know  to  what  extent  the  Commission  was  prepared 
to  give  the  financial  aid  that  would  be  required  in  looking  after 
the  newly  blinded  of  Halifax.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Rogers,  stated 
that  the  Commission  had  given  its  guarantee  to  the  Dominion 
Government  that  it  would  look  after  all  persons  who  had  los 
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their  sight  during  the  recent  disaster.  A very  interesting  ex- 
change of  views  followed  and  the  Commission  requested  me  to  give 
an  outline  of  the  work  proposed  to  be  done  for  the  blind. 

The  Commission  would  then  decide  as  to  what  portions 
of  this  programme  it  would  financially  support.  Mr.  Pearson 
on  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Committee  requested  that  a copy 
of  the  programme  for  the  blind  should  be  sent  to  him  and  he  would 
then  consult  with  the  Massachusetts  Committee  as  to  carrying  out 
any  particular  portion  of  this  programme.  You  will  remember 
that  the  local  Massachusetts  Committee  holds  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ear-marked  for  the  blind.  The  Committee  and  Commission- 
ers were  very  grateful  for  the  kind  interest  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  and  were  likewise  grateful  to  you  and  to  your  American 
colleagues  for  your  interest  in  the  newly  blinded  of  Halifax. 

The  chairman  stated  that  IJIr.  Persons  eXijected  to  be  in 
Halifax  within  a short  time  and  it  was  suggested  that  a meeting 
be  held  here  while  Mr.  Persons  was  in  the  City,  to  be  attended 
by  the  members  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
and.  the  Halifax  Relief  Commission.  Under  the  circumstances 
this  seems  the  best  course  to  pursue.  It  will  now  be  for  .vou  to 
decide  whether  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  shall,  in  the 
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meantime,  be  submitted  to  Mr.  Persons. 

The  relations  between  the  Commission  and  the  Halifax 
Relief  Co’nmission  are  most  satisfactory  and  I am  pleased  to  state 
that  Chairman  Rogers  and  Dr.  Cutten  expressed  themselves  as  very 
much  pleased  with  the  work  that  was  being  done  by  lir.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Murphy. 

Yours  very  truly, 

— , 
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1918. 


Edward  S.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director,  Parl^ins  Inst it  it ion  for  the  Blind, 
Watertov/n,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Alien;- 


I received  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  which  yoi  have  so  ably  prepared  and  it  has  been  signed  by 
Mr.  Ternan  and  myself.  It  has  nov/  gone  forward  to  Queens  Hotel 

Toronto,  for  the  signature  of  Chief  Justice  Harris. 

The  report  when  completed  will  be  forwarded  to  you.  I have 
my  .,ravo  doubts  as  to  Mr.  Persons  visiting  Halifax  for  some  months 
to  come  and  if  this  is  so  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  you  to  present  the  report  to  Mr  Persons  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 

The  Relief  Commission  received  the  programiae  of  the  proposed 
worx  for  the  newly  blinded  of  Halifax  on  May  16th,  but  so  far 
have  ta.<en  no  action  with  respect  to  it. 

I am  delighted  v/ith  the  report  you  have  prepared.  It  is  a 
splendid  presentation  of  the  case  and  I sincerely  trust  will  bring 
about  the  results  you  have  striven  for  so  ably. 


Yours  very  truly, 

t.  . V ^ 


^ ^ A ' 
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Hr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Sup't., 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen;_ 

Sir  Frederick  Eraser  tells  me  that  you  plan  to  read  a paper  on 
the  Halifax  situation  at  the  coming  convention.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
the  enclosed  report  may  he  of  help  to  you  in  the  preparation  of  such  a 
paper  as  it  carefully  discusses  the  situation  which  we  are  finding  at 
present.  Of  course  history  is  o'nly  in  the  making  to-day;  in  a year 
there  will  be  definite  achievement  to  which  to  point. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  thus  far  we  have  worked  in  harmony 
with  everyone.  I would  greatly  appreciate  your  sending  me  a copy 
of  your  paper. 

Eollowing  your  advice,  we  have  stayed  more  than  two  weeks,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet;  for  there  is  a vast  amount  of  hard  work  I do  not 
think  we  would  ever  wish  to  settle  here,  though  Sir  Erederick  asftd  Lady 
Eraser  do  everything  in  the  world  for  us. 

With  kindest  greetings  to  Mrs.  Allen  and  best  wishes  from  Mrs. 
Murphy  and  myself,  I am. 


Sincerely, 

J?  J.  Murphy 
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Edv/ard  E.  Allen,  Esq., 


ireotor  Porxlns  Institution  for  the  Blind 


Watertov/n,  ;iass 


Dear  Sir:- 

iyith  reference  to  your  last  letter  I am  sending  you  herev/ith 
the  report  made  by  Dr.  McKelvey  Bell,  before  he  left  Halifax. 

Will  you  kindly  return  it  to  me  v/hen  you  have  finished  v/ith  it. 

Your  excellent  report  v/as  forwarded  to  Ch:ief  Justice  Harris 
in  Toronto,  with  the  request  that  he  sign  it  and  send  it  to  you. 

Unfortunately  the  Chief  Justice  returned  to  Halifax  yesterday 
morning.  We  have  telegraphed  for  the  renort  w'hich  v/as  registered 
to  be  returned  at  once.  I hope  to  get  the  document  signed 
Saturday  and  trust  it  v;lll  bo  in  your  hands  by  Tuesday  or  V'ednesday 
of  next  week. 

Regretting  the  delay  v/hich  seems  unavoidable,  I remain. 


Yours  very  truly j 
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chairmanship  of  the  Commission  was,!  'understand, given  to  lir  Rogers  by 
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IX. 


NATIONAL  OPPICERS 


WOODROW  WILSON.  PResiDENT 
ROBERT  W.  DE  FOREST.  VICK  PRESIDENT 
JOHN  SKELTON  WILLIAMS.  TREASURER 
JOHN  W.  DAVIS.  COUNSELLOR 
STOCKTON  AXSON.  SECRETARY 


WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
CHAIRMAN  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HARVEY  D.  GISSON.  GENERAL  MANAGER 


REO  CROSS  WAR  COUNCIL 
Sr  AMOtRTEtRT  Or  THE  FSCSIDEMT  Of  THI  UNITED  n*Ta 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  CIVILIAN  RELIEF 
W.  FRANK  PERSONS.  Director  General 
J.  BYRON  DEACON.  ASSISTANT  Director  Generei 


HENRY  P.  DAVISON.  CHAIRMAN 
JOHN  O.  RYAN 
CORNELIUS  N.  BLISS.  JR. 
HARVEY  D.  GIBSON 
GEORGE  B.  CASE 

EX  OFFICIO 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 


May  22,  1918. 


i-T.  Edward  £.  Alien,  Director, 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts. 


My  dear  Dr.  Allen; 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  20th,  may  I 
say  that  Mr,  Persons  expects  to  return  from  France  on  June 
2nd.  ^I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  in  his  office  on  Monday, 
June  5rd.  No  intimation  has  reached  me  that  he  olanned  to 
visit  Halifax. 


May  I suggest  that  you  address  Mr.  Persons 
at  this  office  during  the  week  of  June  3rd,  requesting  him 
to  arrange  an  appointment  with  your  Comciittee  at  some  mutually 
convenient  time. 


Sincerely  ycui-s. 


JBD  f 


Acting  Direotor-GeneTyJ . 


) 


P0*u  NO 


national  officers 

WOODROW  WILSON.  PREflOENT 
ROBERT  W.  DE  FOREST.  VICE  PRESIOENT 

JOHN  SKELTON  WILLIAMS.  TREASURER 

JOHN  W.  DAVIS.  COUNSELLOR 
STOCKTON  AXSON.  SECRETARY 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
CHAIRMAN  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CIVILIAN  RELIEF 

W.  FRANK  PERSONS.  DIRECTOR  General 
J.  BYRON  DEACON.  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  General 

June  3rd,  1918. 


RED  CROSS  WAR  COUNCIL 
ST  AfPOIRTMENT  Of  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  tTATEI 

HENRY  P.  DAVISON.  CHAIRMAN 
JOHN  D.  RYAN 
CORNELIUS  N.  BLISS.  JR. 

HARVEY  O.  GIBSON 
GEORGE  B.  CASE 

EX  OFFICIO 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 


Mr.  Jidward  E.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

WatertoATi,  Massachusetts. 

My  dea'  Mr.  Allen: 

I acknowledge  your  letter  of  May  31st,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Persons.  Mr.  Persons  was  expected  in  the  office  today, 
but  advices  from  the  Ste'unship  Company  indicate  that  there  was 
a delay  in  the  sailing  of  his  boat  and  that  he  will  probably  not 
arrive  until  the  end  of  theweek.  Please  be  sure  that  your  letter 
will  be  brought  to  his  attention  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 


Sincerely  yours. 


JBD  f 


*;-.UONAl.  OFTICURS 
W<L»ON. 

J,nl  ...LLIAM-  -.-i 

JOHN  W OAV*5 

u.  .--'OCKTON  AXSON,  ■ . T--y 


Wll.L■A^t  HO  arc:-  TATi 


rUlOT  \^A^  iVVCRrH,  .V. 

f Scott,  , rNc  ^Ai  map^accm 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


»F.D  CROI.'-  WAR  COUNCIL 


*irN<  . P OAVISON  -'-fc.nt-AM 

. ' -At* 

CO  « M n JR 
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Dr.  Edwe.rd  2.  Alleni 

Perkine  InstituLJ on  hnd  MaeeachueettB  School  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Maee. 


April  16,  1919 


Dear  Dr.  AlJen; 


As  the  Halifax  Relief  Conu/jission  has  as- 
sumed full  responsibility  for'the  rehabilitation 
of  all  the  victims  of  the  Halifax  disaster,  in- 
cluding those  who  suffered  eye  injuries,  it  would 
seem  that  there  reuiains  very  little  for  the 
American-Canaditjn  Committee  on  Rehabilitation  of 
the  Blind  to  do.  We  have,  therefore,  decided  that 
it  would  be  feeett  formally  to  disband  the  committee. 

In  the  nanie  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  I 
wish  to  exteiid  our  thanks  to  youand  the  other  mam- 
bers  of  the  committee  for  your  valued  advice  and 
assistance. 

I shall  be  gle.d  to  v/rite  directly  to  each 
of  the  members,  notifying  them  of  this  decision, 
if  you  will  kindly  send  me  their  full  na-mes  and 
present  addresses. 


JBD  h 


Sincerely  yours. 


J.  BYRON  DEACON 
Acting  Director  General 
Department  of  '^iviliaui  Relief' 


NATIONAI.  OFTICERS 


WOODROW  WILSON.  pwcSiecuT 

RO0ER-r  W OE  FOREST,  viCC-i*«^»i»eNT 

JOHN  SKELTON  WILLIAMS,  T»*C*»U"F** 
JOHN  W OAVIS.  COUNftCLO" 
STOCKTON  AXSON.  sbcrktawv 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 

Eliot  wadSwORTH,  vicf-cmairman 
GEORGE  E.SCOTT.  OCNCAAL  MANAOCA 


RED  CROSS  WAR  COUNCIL 

■ r A»POin*^HenT  or  tmc  or  tnr  u^.Tro  % 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


HENRY  P OAVISON,  chairman 
JOHN  D RYAN 
CORNELIOSN.  BLISS.  JR. 
HARVEY  O.OIBSON 
Oe  OR  OE  B CASE 


WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 


April  30,  1919. 


Dr.  Edward  B.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  blind, 
Watertown,  iiiassachusette . 


Dear  Dr.  Allen: 


We,  too,  are  very  sorry  that  the  field 
of  usefulness,  in  connection  with  the  eye  sufferers  of 
the  Halifax  explosion,  ha.s  been  closed  to  the  Red  Dross. 
But  as  that  is  the  fact,  there  remains  nothing  for  ue  to 
do  but  to  recognize  it  end  acquiesce. 

I am  writing  to-day  to  the  other  members 
of  the  coniinittee. 


Sincerely  yours. 


R.  T.  MacILREITH 

CHAIRMAN 

RALPH  P.  BELL 

SECRETARY 


HEADQUARTERS:  CITY  CLUB  BUILDING 


PRIVATE  PHONE  EXCHANGE 
CONNECTING  DEPARTMENTS 


TREASURER 

HORACE  A FLEMMING 

BANKERS 

BANK  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA 


HALIFAX,  December  .22iad,  iyi7 

NOVA  SCOTIA 
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Tho  latoDt  ostlnate  coTerina  the  sitiuitlon  he : o Is  £ia 
fol2ot7S(  nnd  I tli^t  these  fitTiiros  v/oi*e  ^sro^Jared  for 

tlie  ibmorloa2i  Consul  General  to  submit  to  the  autlraritics 
at  Wasliinetoni- 

1«  Itaibor  of  jKsrsons  killed?  1300  to  IGOO 

2.  ikanber  of  poi-sojos  injured?  over  SC^OO  corlously 

3.  EPuniicr  of  norsona  roiiderod  h -saoleas  by  t::o 
disaster  and  deoendent  upon  frienda,  relatives 
and  rollof  comiitteo  for  shelter?  Close  to 
20,000 

4.  Itoibor  of  porsojis  now  belns  supplied  trith  food 
by  Belief  Comitteo?  In  one  day  t.'ils  weor-: 

Cocislttoe  supplied  food  to  17,  382  peroo;ie. 

6.  Katimtod  total  valiie  of  all  property  destroyotl? 
10^^X3381119  to  ootlmatc  value  of  {30701^^6111 
proper^.  See  Question  10. 

6.  Lunbor  oi  hones,  dv/elllng  houses  ontl  r jsideaoas 
dostroj'od?  About  1800  totally  destroyed 

" 1000  partially  wrecked 

" 3000  drnaced. 

7,  Cotuj.  value  of  such  homos,  rosidenoos,  etc.  destroyed 
or  00  badly  .’anaged  as  to  be  Impractloablo  of  ropair.-- 
About  C-V. 5000,000  estlmatod, 

6.  Total  amount  of  d^maco  done  to  liousoo,  buildliv.-s,  oto,, 
but  oaixiblo  of  ro^jalr?  About  $3,000,000 

9.  (a)  Bstiia.tod  amount  nocosaarr,  for  tho  construction 

of  tcnp.;r,irj-  slioltor?  About  $1,250,000 
(b)  And  inoludlnc  coat  of  foodlnf;  dostlti.to  i>oOid.o 
for  a iJoric'  of  six  m nthsV  About  ^1,000,000 
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January  23,  1918 


Mrs.  Gustaf  Stronberg, 
b4:0  Park  Avenue, 

Hew  York’City,  H.  Y. 

Hear  Madam: 

Your  letter  of  January  IStd  and  likewise 
yoTir  telegram  of  previous  date  was  turned  over  to 
us  by  His  Worship  tne  Mayor,  as  ail  matters  of  rn- 
lief  are  oeing  handled  by  tnis  organization.  Ib- 
mediateiy  on  receipt  of  your  telegram.  One  Thousand 
Dollars  was  turned  over  to  Lady  Elliott  by  our 
Finance  Committee,  carrying  out  your  instructions. 

It  will  probably  interest  you  in  view  of 
your  exceptionally  generous  donation  to  have  some 
detailed  idea  of  the  v/ork  that  we  are  doing. 

Up  to  the  present,  with  the  exception  of 
clerical  employees,  it  lias  been  entirely  a matter 
of  volunteer  work  on  the  part  of  ijuolic  spirited 
citizens.  They  jiunped  into  harness,  many  of 
them,  witnin  an  hour  or  two  after  the  explosion  oo- 
ucrred.  Most  of  them  have  devoted  tneir  entire 
time  and  attention  to  the  work  since  that  memorable 
day  - December  6th  - forgetting  their  busninesses  and 
giving  up  all  tne  pleasures  and  comforts  of 
their  own  homes.  For  the  first  ten  days  some  of 
us  did  not  have  our  clothes  off  day  or  night,  and 
even  now,  over  six  weeks  after  the  explosion,  we 
are  still  gi ing  until  midnight  every  flay. 

Yesterday  morning  a permanent  Commission 
to  take  over  the  work  was  announced  by  the  Dominion 
OovenrBBnii  and  while,  it  is  of  course  essential  that 
our  volunteer  organization  continue  for  some  little 
time  until  the  new  appointees  can  familiarize  them- 
selves with  the  work,  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  in 
another  ten  days  or  two  weeks  things  will  be  entire- 
ly in  their  hands  and  a permanent  paid  organization 
will  be  developed  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  as  to 
relieve  those  wno  have  already  performed  such  splen- 
did voluntary  service. 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  total  requirements 
will  run  to  about  Forty  Millions  of  Dollars  and  there 
is  to-day  sometning  like  Fifteen  Millions  subscribed. 

It  is  noped  by  tnose  wi»  are  in  close  touch  with  af- 
fairs that  the  Dominion  and  Imperial  Governments  will 
assume  the  responsibility  for  the  oalance  that  m-y  ^ 
require^and  that  possibly  our  Allies  v/ill  bear  their 
share  of  tne  burden. 

In  the  few  weeks  that  have  already  elapsed  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished.  Over 
three  thousand  orders  for  repairs  to  houses  have  been 
completed;  Over  ten  acres  of  glass  nave  been  supplied 
free,  to  people  wno  could  not  afford  to  buy  stqjplies  of 
tnis  character  themselves;  Ove  thirty-five  hundred 
workaeiLi  and  mechanics  have  been  brought  into  tne  Citv 
by  our  Eeconstruction  Committee  and  to-day  there 
some  twenty- two  hundred  on  the  pay-roll,  altogether 
apart  from  those  employed  by  various  contract -rs  to 
Thom  we  have  let  certain  portions  of  the  work;  One 
Ilillion  Dollars  worth  of  temporary  houses  axe  already 
well  advanced  and  are  being  completed  at  the  rate  of 
one  modem  apartment  (four  rooms  aTid  oath)  per  housr, 

Ho  that  by  the  first  of  March,  eight  hundred  ana  thirty- 
xvo  up-to-date  modern  self  contained  flats  will  be  ready 
to  house  those  wno  are  now  v/ithout  permanent  shelter. 

In  the  meantime,  those  wno  will  occupy  these  apartments 
are  being  taken  care  of  in  the  large  shelters  tljat  we 
have  provided  during  the  first  days  of  the  work.  A 
large  number  of  people  are  still  in  iiospitals  ana  many 
are  being  taken  care  an  in  outside  cities  and  tOTOis. 

The  organization,  as  it  stands  to-day,  con- 
sists Of  a Managing  Committee  copposed  of  tne  most 
prominent  business  and  professional  men  in  the  com- 
munity. Under  this  committee  there  are  working  the 
follov/ing  sub-committees:-  Food,  Glotning,  Keoonstruc- 
tion,  linergency  Shelter,  Transportfction,  Registration, 
Information,  Medical  Relief,  Finance,  Mortuary,  Bn— 
Plpyrnent , Rehabilitation,  Medical  Supplies,  American 
Red  Cross,  Fuel  and  Supply. 

All  funds  received  go  direct  to  the  Treasurer 
whilst  disbursements  are  mside  tnrough  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, an  entirely  separate  organisation. 

Some  further  information  tliat  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  you  is  attacned  herewith  in  the  form  of  a 
tabulated  statement  of  facts  prepared  at  the  request 
flf  the  American  Government,  and  while  some  of  the 
figures  are  necessarily  subject  to  revision  to-day 
they  were  correct  at  the  date  on  which  they  v.’ere  made 
up,  in  tne  latter  part  of  December. 
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We  naturally  feel  tnat  all  funds  can  be  ex- 
pended to  better  advantage  tiirou^  the  one  central  or- 
ganization than  in  any  other  wayt  but  there  are,  of 
course,  exceptional  cases  in  any  work  and  some  times 
special  private  funds  can  be  utilized  to  advant^  In- 
dividually, as  may  well  be  the  case  in  the  instance  of 
Lady  Billiot,  and  we  were  therfore  most  happy  to  follow 
your  instructions  in  the  matter. 

I sincerely  trust  that  this  hurriedly  written 
and  rambling  statement  may  be  of  interest  to  you  and 
with  a sincere  ^pression  of  our  appreciation  for  your 
thoughtful  and  generous  financial  assistance  , oeiieve 
me. 

Yours  sincerely. 


/ 


Secretary  Belief  Goranittee. 


RPB/aiB 

Copy. 


Jlinn  Lucy  '^rinnt, 

.)ir'>cT,orcfin  rinnool  of  rioclal  "'orY., 

18  noranraet  pit,.,  T?oat,on. 

]y*ar  'vrir;ht:~ 

I tnanK  you  for  the  niatory  an'i  vocational  foiidancc 
cards  you  courl'.t  out  and  nont.  TJioy  ani  there  rurninned  1)3' 

Prof,  sexton  have  bo''n  very  helpful.  iiy  card  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  office  .specialty  Co.,  and  will  be  left  Vxth  '(ins  iiand  to 
have  filled  in  recordinr  the  perhaps  tv^o  hundr-ed  blind  and.  near- 
blind nas”s  coMin/’  ujidor  her  scrutiny.  The  nfuiy  win  then  be 
left  for  eir  yredorick.  ~ i 

Thourh  ’’’r.  VanCleve,  Sir  yredericK,  Judne  Tfarrin , jjfi 
Prn.  Dennis,  rtoa^  iran^in/rton  and  I Rot  trocy  the  verj'  morninr  of 
our  arrival  tvfo  v-eeicr/ wiii  have  been  panned  tonorrov;  and  our  frea  l— 
eye  clinicn  at  the  school  not  yet  actually  ooened.  T'owever,  Pr. 
Stirlln;':  of  'lontreai,  'in  eye  Bi)ecialint  of  v'idG  reputation,  will 
.arrive  ea”iy  next  lyeuK  to  berin  worK  here.  ‘feanvdille  ’fiss  Rand 
and  her  band  of  runiiern  and  helpers,  han  been  iniay  findinf; 

the  ntay-at-hones  and  recordinr,  thew,  sortinr  out  the  iranortant 
Qaees  and  nynteuatizin/;  thln/;n  r:enerall.v.  There  has  been  little 

in  evidence  that  I could  do  beyond  advislnf:  and  encourarinf:  our 
own  f roup, and  pernuadinr,  proMinont  citizens  of  vfhb/n  I have  seen 
a pood  nany • A slnoilar  local  opposition  to  our  soheMe  for  savin#* 
3i#:nt  has  been  ovdrcoiie,  and  havinr:  re.Mained  quits  as  ion#:  as 
possible,  I Shall  start  hone  in  tlMe  to  be 'there  bv  I’sbruary  1st 
and  lat‘>r  snail  hone  to  tell  you  nore. 

Thinrs  are  every  day  yettinc  n'lors  normal  here.  '-yen 
today  the  blind  situation  is  still  in  the  bacK^round  of  public 
estimation  and  fortunately,  the  actual  nutibers  and  classes  of  the 
victims  are  such  as  to  lend  themselves  mor<=’  readily  to  relief 
and  asRianiient  than  seemed  possible  a month  ai’o. 

I thank  you  for  send  ini : rae  a copy  of  your  report  on  our 
?(assachusett3  irone  Teachers.  It  is  a recornltion  they  v^oii 
deserve  and  they  vrm  po  pleased. 


Very  truly  yours. 


HALIFAX  RELIEF  COMMISSION 

\ 


T.  S.  ROGERS.  Chairman. 
W.  B.  WALLACE. 

F,  L.  FOWKE. 


RALPH  P.  BELL.  SECRETARY. 


ADMINtSTRATJON  OFFICE 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
February  14,  1919. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Principal,  Parker  Institute 
for  the  Blind, 

V/atertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

You  v/ill  be  greatly  pleased  to  knov;  that  we 
opened  our  Sight  Saving  Glass  on  Monday,  February 
10th,  with  seven  children  in  attendance. 

We  have  a very  capable  teacher,  who  is  enthus- 
iastic and  energetic.  Thus  far  all  the  children  in  the 
class  are  victims  of  the  disaster  of  1917.  As  they  are 
distributed  throughout  the  City,  we  make  a point  of 
gathering  them  up  in  the  automobile,  and  returning  them 
in  the  same  manner  in  the  evening.  7;e  are  quite  certain 
that  the  size  of  this  class  will  increase,  and  that  in 
the  future  it  may  be  necessary  to  open  one  or  more 
classes  of  tMs  sort.  Hov/ever,  we  will  probably  not  be 
able  to  do  this  until  the  people  here  are  convinced  that 
such  classes  are  something  other  than  experimental. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  examining  the  children 
in  the  public  schools,  and  are  securing  some  very  inter- 
esting data. 

When  I was  in  Boston,  I told  you  that  one  of  the 
soldiers  v/ho  had  been  blinded  by  the  disaster  iia/i  been 
sent  across  to  St.  Dunstan's.  This  man  is  named  James 
MacPherson,  and  I think  he  left  Halifax  about  September 
9th.  I understand  that  he  is  taking  up  massage,  and  that 
he  is  proving  a veiy  satisfactory  pupil.  I was  much 
interested  to  gear  of  this,  as  I was  instmmental  in  his 
early  treatment.  He  certainly  has  progressed  from  an 
extranely  pessimistic  attitude  to  a point  of  optimism. 

Y/hile  this  is  the  only  military  case,  blinded  by  the  explo- 
sion, to  be  sent  over  to  England  for  training,  I understand 
that  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  Canadian  St.  Bunstan' 
quite  a number  of  soldiers  were  returned  to  England  after 
having  been  landed  in  Canada, for  special  training  at  the 
Hostel.  You  will  remember  that  we  discussed  this  matter 
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briefly  when  I was  in  Watertown,  and  at  that  time 
I promised  to  send  yon  further  information  bearing 
on  the  subject. 

7/hen  we  last  tallced  together  you  thought  that 
at  some  future  time  you  v/ould  be  glad  to  re-visit 
Halifajc.  If  you  could  arrange  to  come  down  some  time 
in  Ma^^  or  early  June,  you  would  see  v;hat  progress  has 
been  made  in  our  v;ork.  You  would  also  be  interested 
to  see  how  much  reconstruction  has  actually  been 
accomplished.  We  woTild  be  glad  to  have  you  come  earlier 
were  we  in  a position  to  entertain  you  at  our  own  home. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  living  in  very  cramped 
cjuarters,  but  we  plan  to  remedy  this  condition  in  May. 

V/ith  best  wishes  for  yourself  and  Mrs.  Allen, 

1 am. 


Sincerely  yoiu:-s 


Supt.,  Blind  Relief  Dept. 
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Night  Letter4 


Mr^  Edward  JSllei, 
Perlcins  InBtituuion, 
Watertown, Vass^ 


Halifax,  N.S., May  9,  ISI84 


Sir  Fredericli  wires  that  committee  recommends  lump  sum  arant  for  newly 
blinded, f200,000  based  on  estimates, -$75, 000  to  Blind  Endowment  for  general 
use  and  $25,000  tc  current  account  of  schools  I strongly  endorse  these  re- 
oommendatioDs  as  affording  the  best  solution  of  the  situation  caused  by  the 
a ifax  disaster*  Will  write  you  further  reply  your  letter  May  1 when  I re- 
ceive your  reply  my  letter  written  few  days  ago* 

(Signed)  Robert  Harris* 


May  10th,  1918 


Dear  Ifr.  Allen :- 

I have  received  your  favor  of  8th  Inst,  containing 
the  Minutes  of  your  Meeting  as  prepared  hy  Mo:.  VanCleve,  I have 
carefully  perused  the  same  and  the  course  proposed  has  my  hearty 
approval.  There  is  one  statement  in  the  Minutes  which  on  a 
hasty  perusal  I at  first  thought  was  erroneous  - that  referring 
to  the  amount  of  $9*000,000  as  available  for  covering  the  mater- 
ial losses  of  the  Halifax  people.  My  recollection  is  that  a 
larger  sum  than  $9,000,00  was  received  by  the  Committee.  On  re- 
reading the  statement  I have  concluded  that  the  difference  between 
the  $9,000,000  and  the  total  received  by  the  Committee  would  be 
the  amount  expended  in  relief,  temporary  shelter  &c.  and  that  the 
amount  $9,000,000  is  probably  correct  referring  as  it  does  to  the 
available  sum  for  covering  the  material  losses. 


I have  given  the  two  suggestions  contained  in  your 


letter  of  the  1st  May  my  best  consideration  in  the  time  at  my 
disposal,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  with  regard  to  the 
second  one  that  I do  not  consider  that  any  objection  whatever  could 
be  raised  by  any  one  in  Halifax  to  the  American  Red  Cross  managing 
the  undertaking  through  a local  representative  or  otherwise  de- 
termining from  results  how  long  to  continue  its  support.  I am 

sure  that  if  the  donors  thought  that  course  to  be  the  wisest  and 
best  its  wishes  should 


govern  without  any  objection  whatever  on 


the  part  of  anyone  connected  with  the  matter  in  Halifax.  I do  not, 
personally,  see  any  objection  whatever  to  either  course  proposed. 
The  splendid  and  generous  aid  proposed  to  be  given  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  - in  addition  to  all  it  has  done  in  the  past  - in  this 
matter  will  I am  sure  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
Canada,  and  it  will  be  no  less  appreciated  if  either  one  of  the 
suggestions  be  adopted.  I would  suggest  that  Mr.  Persons  wishes, 
whatever  they  may  be,  should  be  adopted  regarding  the  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  first  suggestion,  I fear  that  I 
cannot  be  of  much  assistance  to  you  as  I do  not  know  what  may  be 
counted  on  from  the  sources  referred  to.  As  you  know,  I have 
unfortunately  been  absent  from  Halifax  from  January  28th  to  March 
10th,  and  again  from  early  in  April  to  the  present  time.  I went 
to  Halifax  on  March  10th  to  preside  in  the  Appeal  Court  and  was 
exceedingly  busy  all  the  time  I was  there  and  could  only  give 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser  a few  hours  for  meetings  with  the  Federal 
Commissioners  and  I do  not  know  whet  - if  anything  - has  taken 
place  with  regard  to  aid  by  the  Municipality  of  Halifax  or  the 
Province.  Sir  Frederick,  I have  no  doubt,  fully  reported  to 
you  the  result  of  our  interview  with  the  Federal  Commissioners. 

The  President  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind, 

Mj,  Charles  Archibald  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia, 
who  has  been  spending  the  last  few  months  in  the  South  arrived 
here  a few  days  ago  end  I had  an  opportunity  this  afternoon  of 
going  over  your  letter  and  the  Minutes  with  him.  His  idea  is 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  School  to  erect  another  build- 
ing to  enable  it  to  carry  on  all  the  work  proposed.  You  will 
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understand  that  he  unfortunately,  like  myself,  has  been  away  from 
Halifax  for  months  and  has  had  no  communication  with  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  meantime  and  therefore  does  not  know  what  consideration  has 
been  given  to  the  subject  of  a new  building.  I only  mention 
Mr.  Archibald's  views  because  it  suggested  to  me  the  thought  that 
if  perhaps  a new  building  really  was  or  became  necessary,  any  con- 
tribution of  the  Municipality  or  Province,  or  of  the  several  Com- 
missioners might  possibly  be  made  available  for  that  purpose. 
Personally,  I do  not  know  whether  a new  building  is  necessary  nor 
do  I know  what  aid,  if  any,  is  proposed  by  the  Municipality  or 
Province.  The  Federal  Commissioners,  as  you  know,  propose  giving 
assistance  to  the  newly  blinded,  but  so  far  as  I am  aware  they  have 
not  decided  Just  how  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

I regret  that  my  lack  of  information  as  to  the  matter 
leaves  me  in  a position  where  I am  unable  to  give  you  any  assist- 
ance in  the  solution  of  the  first  suggestion  contained  in  your 
circular  letter.  So  far  as  I can  judge  of  the  matter  with  the 
limited  knowledge  I have,  I would  suggest  that  the  report  as  pre- 
pared should  be  sent  in  without  any  change. 

I can  only  again  express  my  very  great  regret  that  my 
absence  from  Halifax  and  my  inability  to  attend  your  Meetings  has 
placed  me  in  a position  in  which  I am  unable  to  assist  you  more 
in  your  work. 


Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 


Sincerely  yours,  ^ 


Pirector, Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Mass. 


\ \ 

' IL  u, 


. yj. 


(li.-.tiViX'jp'Dl 


liay  10  th,  1918. 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: - 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  visit  to  Washington, 
I quite  agree  that  it  should  be  made  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  after  Mr,  Persons  return.  I received  a wire  from 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser  asking  me  if  I-  could  go  about  the  15th 
inst.  with  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  and  in  reply 
wired  that  the  Board  of  Arbitrators,  of  which  r am  a member, 
is  still  sitting  with  its  work  unfinished  and  a number  of 
counsel  in  attendance  one  of  whom  is  from  the  United  States. 
Cur  work  involves  many  millions  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  it  should  be  completed  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  I am,  therefore,  unable  to  leave  although  I recog- 
nize fully  the  great  importance  of  the  mission  to  Washington, 
and  greatly  regret  my  inability  to  be  of  service  at  this  time. 

I have  suggested  to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  the  advis- 
ability of  asking  Mr,  J,  Walter  Allison  - the  acting  President 
of  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  Hr.  Archibald's  absence  - to 


accompany  him  and  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  to  Washington, 
and  in  case  Mr.  Allison  could  not  go,  that  he  should  ask 
Mr,  George  S.  Campbell  to  do  so.  Both  Allison  and  Campbell  are 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  and  leading  citizens 
of  Halifax  and  they  are  both  on  the  Board  of  the  School  for  the 
Blind.  Under  the  circumstances  if  you  think  it  test  for  me  to 
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do  so,  I will  be  glad  to  resign  as  a member  of  the  Committee 
and  allow  either  I'r,  Allison  or  Fr,  Campbell  to  take  my  plane, 
i-y  only  object  in  making  this  suggestion  is  to  expedite  the 
work  of  the  Committee.  I suggested  to  Sir  Frederick  in  January 
last  when  I found  that  I would  probably  be  unable  to  give  the 
work  the  attention  it  deserved, that  I should  resign,  but  he 
pressed  me  not  to  do  so  and  so  I remained.  I have  not  now  said 
anything  further  to  him  as  to  my  resignation  and  will  not  do  so 
unless  you  think  it  the  best  course.  I am  much  distressed  to 
find  myself  in  the  unfortunate  position  of  being  a hindrance  in 
the  Important  work  for  the  blind  when  I should  be  a help,  and  if 
my  resignation  will  solve  the  difficulty  I will  be  glad  to  have 
it  accepted. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  your  letter  referring  to 
the  attack  upon  Sir  Frederick,  let  me  say  that  I have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  is  false  as  well  as  malicious,  I have  been  on 
the  Board  of  the  School  for  some  years  and  can  speak  as  to  the 
charge  about  his  being  dictatorial.  Like  all  strong  men  he  has 
his  views  and  he  presses  them  when  he  thinks  he  is  right,  but  he 
has  always  been  - so  far  as  my  experience  goes  - ready  end  will- 
ing to  yield  when  his  Board  did  not  agree  with  him. 

As  to  his  being  wealthy  I do  not  believe  it.  I think 
it  is  untrue.  He  made  a little  money  through  his  connection  with 
Companies  outside  of  the  School  some  years  ago,  but  so  far  as  I 
am  aware  he  has  very  little. 

I am  afraid  that  Sir  Frederick  by  accepting  a title, 

V,  , . anything 

nas  aroused  the  jealousy  of  some  people  who  are  willing  to  say^to 

In.lure  him 
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I will  be  glad  If  you  will  frankly  tell  me  what 
course  you  think  I should  adopt  as  to  my  resignation. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq,, 

Director,  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 


Watertown,  Mass 
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WALTER  B.  SNOW,  Secretary 
EDWARD  E.  ALLEN 


Sfje  (EDiumotmtcaltl;  of  fllassatljitBrltr. 


COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

CENTRAL  OFFICE 
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MASSACHUSETTS  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND.  HAYMARKCT  831 


BOSTON, 

Jan.  18,  1918. 


CHARLES  B.  HAYES 

GtNERAL  eUPERiNTENOENT 

3 Park  street,  boston 
CHARLES  W.  HOLMES 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  TRAININO 
ANO  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  MEN 

LOTTA  8.  RAND 

Superintendent  of  traininq 
AND  employment  for  WOMEN 

HENRY  COPLEY  GREENE 

FIELD  WORKER  FOR  CONSERVATION 
OF  EYESIGHT 

HELEN  F,  O’LEARY 

ACCOUNTANT 

JAMES  T.  COLE 

SUPERINTENDENT  CAMBRIDGE 
INDUSTRIES 

H.  FRANCES  LEWIS 

MANAGER  WOOLSON  HOUSE 
INDUSTRIES 

GEORGE  3.  MANSFIELD 

SALES  AOENT 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Hotel  HalifELX, 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


At  the  Board  Meeting  yesterday,  it  was 
voted  to  grant  Miss  Lotta  Rand  a temporary  leave  of  ab- 


sence, for  work  in  Halifax. 

V/e  shall  he  glad  to  release  Miss  Birchard  for 

a temporary  period,  if  occasion  demands  it. 


CBH-W 


• *s  letto/-  wa*  f 

6,  . 

■^Monographer. 
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Som'ii  Uadlov.  MASBAOiioasrrrs 


DBrAKTMWtT  or  F*HIIX)80PUT  AND  PSYOaOI^OT 


FeV>.7«  IR 


I havtj  b'ien  thinking  ^ongt^ntlv  qboiit  the  work  at  Halifax 
and  w1,8h  I oould  see  yrrx  anrl  talk  the  natter  over  in  detail. 
Asoiinins  that  the  blinded  people  your  wrote  about  are  fraa  the 
Torklnc:  oTaaaea  and  must  help  support  th<3P;oelves  in  gone  way  If 
possible,!  should  say  that  a first  requisite  ’Duld  be  the  use 
of  our  nodifled  Blnet  tests, and  then  a series  of  vocational 
tests.  You  nave  perhaps  he^'d  the  git''^0ss  of  the’  psychological 
exani’nt^rs  in  the  soldiers' oanps : doubtless  you  have  seen  lists 

of  vo''«>tlonaI  tests  like  those  In  Holllngworth ' s Auplied  Ps^''. 

1 

(a  new  V)OOk.  rhl^^h  I think  yoi.  woi’ld  l^ke  to  read),  we  have  now 
nara^  lists  of  tests  for  seeing  workers  which  are  acknowledged  to 
by  more  su''''essfii  1 In  separating  the 'fi  t fron  the  •'.inflt  than 
months  of  casual  acquaintance  with  individuals.  T do  not  see  any 
reason  why  nani'’  of  these  tests  ir.ight  not  be  adapted  to  those 
blinded  people.  I shoTld  w^nt  to  know  what  vocations  are  likely 
to  be  opan  to  them,  of  course, so  I could  decide  upon  the  best 
tests  to  use, and  the  mcnber  of  men  and.  women  to  be  tested. 

How  as  to  the  examiners.  I do  not  know  ai  yone  in  Halifax, 
who  hf's  had  the  necessary  e.xperlenoe  In  si'ch  work;  Imit  if  this 
work  could  be  done  this  s’.immer,!  should  think  we  might  send  up 
two  of  o’tr  girls, -Miss  Taylor, Miss  Jobln  or  Miss  Crane.  They  might 
perhaps  live  at  t?u?  s^'hool  for  the  blind;  I shryild  think  the^/ 
shaild  receive  about  Sso.a  month.  I have  diqciti^eted  the  matter  with 
Miss  Crane, whose  hcne  is  in  Hal  ne,and  she  thinks  it  qiiite  likely 
slie  could  go.  There  are  obvious  advantages  in  having  two  go  to 


worX  toS'jthcar.  I ffould  undertake  to  work  up  if®  details  of  tho 
tests  nnd  oversee  t?p  work  and  the  ta'Jv.ilation  of  results, etn. 

I ralgkt  be  able  to  go  up  to  Halifax  to  pret  then  started, but  this 
probably  wmid  not  be  neoessary.  I an  hopinc  to  visit  Perkins 
some  tiiao  in  the  late  spring, and  <'ould  than  discuss  many  things 
in  detail  with  you. 

I spi  sending  a ''opy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Burrltt , so 
he  will  be  e^q^eotlng  to  hear  "ron  you  if  ny  plan  fits  in  with 
your  ideas.  I an  goir^  d(wrn  to  Philadelphia  the  ,5?0th  of  this 
raonth,and  "'xild  then  ''awry  on  the  discussion  vrt.th  Mr.Burritt. 

Tt  TTJst  he  veis/’  distressing  to  vif-it  Hali fax, espe  cosily 
this  season  of  the  year,  with  the  intense  -old,  the  snffert.ng 
nust  be  terrible. 


Moctnt  Hoi^yotce  OOr^LBJGE 


Soirrn  HADi.By«  Mabsaoudbbtts 


nBPAKTMBNT  OP  Pail^OBOmT  AND  PSTOnOlXinT  _ 

Pol-  IP 


Poqr  Mr.  A’’.!  on  : 


I hov^i  jriot  rotnmort  from  Ov-irhrooP. . i t»ilvod  o''<iT 
vvlt>i  Mr.mirritt  the  miostion  of  iri-;ntf>Ti,  find  ^oot-ionnl  tosti?  for 
fhe  Hqllfflx  bllnrlod,HnrI  ho  will  advigo  you  of  hlo  opinion.  In 
gonoraJ.  wo  both  thonght  thet  whon  f^lr  Prodorloh  ?ra  ■’os  vn  c^its  tho 
sotjtos,  It  woald  ho  wall  to  dlsouos  tho  ‘iuostl<’>n  1 ji  a gronn  of 
Intorootod  pooplo,s>if'h  5.0  yoi.ir  o.ajaltteoon  tho  hihndod  at  Halifax. 
T an  roady  to  mho  a thoraigh  atndy  of  vo'-atlonal  tosts  thug  far 
FUbllghod  and  attonpt  adapting  thon  to  tho  blind, if  thoro  soorns 
to  be  a real  need.  .But  I do  not  soo  who  ^ould  do  the  actual 
te.gtlng  before  tho  gu’'irior  rooegg. 

I on'-loge  a letter  I >iave  jit  at  gent  Mi.c-^  Taj^lor. 


Yourg 


TX^i'strnt  0pnu0gluania  Xttatitutiun  for  tlyr  Blinii 


nOARn  OF  niRKCTOU« 

IJ.  IvIRICB  POUTBR, 

X*RK4tT>B?rr 

J.  M.  aOHOOKMAKBR. 

Fihut  Vtoe-PHBaiDKJfT 
ORAUL>i3M  L».  TAYLOR. 

Skoond  Vic*-P*«b«io*nt 
JOHK  OHO»«AN^  DILWORTH, 
Skokim-aky 

JOSBPH  HORKB  HOLMES, 
Trbasukkk 

JOHN  IXBATV  BROWIC. 

CouxsKLXia 

W.  W.  BLAOKBURX 
OQDBN  M.  EnWARDS 
WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS 
MARCUS  AARON 
WILLIAM  L.  ABBOTT 
TAYLOR  ALLOBRDICB 
JOHN  BINDLEY' 

W.  W.  BLACKBURN 

JOHN  A.  BRASHBAR 

HON.  JOSEPH  BUFFINGTON 

JOHN  DEAN  BROWN 

ANDREW  CARNEGIE 

D.  M.  CLEMSON 

RBV.  E.  P.  COWAN.  D.D. 

MRS.  HARMAR  DENNY 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH 

JOHN  CROSS  AN  DILWORTH 

GEORGE  D.  EDWARDS 

OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 

JOHN  B.  FINLEY 

WILLIAYI  U.  FOLLANSBEE 

WILLIAM  M.  FURBY 

REV.  FREDERIC  T.  GALPIN.  D.D. 

HENRY  J.  HABER 

JAME.S  H.  HAMMOND 

JOHN  W.  HERRON 

JOSEPH  HORNE  HOLMES 

MISS  ELEANOR  K.  HOLMES 

D.  H.  HOSTETTEK 

MISS  MARY  L.  JACKSON 

NORWOOD  JOHN.STON 

A.  J.  KELLY,  JR. 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M.D. 

FINLEY'  11.  LLOYD 
GEORGE  D.  MACBETH 
J.  CLYDE  MARKBL,  M.D. 

S.  .S.  MARVIN 
H.  LEE  MA.SON,  Jk. 

J.  D.  METZGER.  M.D. 

WILLIS  F.  McOOOK 
RBV.  ,T.  T.  McORORY,  D.D. 

JOHN  R.  McOUNB 

HON.  H.  KIRKK  PORTER 

WALL^VCE  H.  ROWE 

COL.  J.  M.  SCnOONMAKER 

JAMES  SCOTT 

JAMES  B.  .STEVENSON 

CHARLES  L.  TAYLOR 

MRS.  WILLIAM  THAW 

BENJAMIN  THAW 

MRS.  WM.  K.  THOMPSON 

JOHN  WALKER 


A StIjodI  for  tlj?  Eburation  uf  tiff  ?8littil 

?BrllrfirlIi  Anrnur  anb  SaQiirti 

JIttlaburglj. 


Thos.  S.  MoAlonby 

StrPKAINTBirDBirT 


December  16,  1917. 


Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  Superintendent, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen ;**- 

I wired  to  you  Friday  night  that  Van  Cleve 
had  sent  me  a latter  suggesting  an  appeal  for  financial  aid 
for  the  Halifax  School.  I sent  night  letters  to  Van  Cleve, 
Burritt  and  yourself  asking  for  information  and  advice. 

Saturday  I lookedup  all  the  Canadian  papers 
at  Carnegie  Library  and  could  not  find  anything  about  the  Hal- 
ifax School.  Sunday  morning,  upon  Burritt 's  suggestion,  I 
wired  to  Fraser  for  information  and  asking  whether  or  not  fin- 
ancial help  would  be  acceptable.  Your  telegram  came  Sunday 
morning,  followed  later  by  a Night  Letter,  and  on  the  strength 
of  that  Night  Letter,  I prepared  a letter  of  appeal  and  sent 
it  to  all  the  Superintendents  of  the  Schools  for  the  Blind. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  I had  a Special  Del- 
ivery from  VanCleve  quoting  the  telegram  which  Fraser  had  sent 
him,  which  was  almost  a duplicate  of  yours.  VanCleve  sug- 
gested forming  a National  Committee  from  the  two  organizations 
for  the  blind,  but  as  I had  already  sent  out  the  letters  of 
appeal  it  was  too  late  to  recall  them.  The  messages  which 
I received  all  seemed  to  indicate  that  promptness  was  nec- 
essary, and  I did  what  I thought  was  the  right  thing. 

Yovir  message  arrived  this  morning,  and 
at  the  same  time  one  from  Fraser  saying  "all  and  any  help 
welcomed  " and  that  a half  million  dollars  would  bo  needed 
to  meet  their  needs.  I do  not  know  what  later  developments 
have  arisen.  Fraser's  night  letter  came  in  exactly  the 
same  time  as  your  Wire.  Let  mo  know  if  there  is  anything 
further  I can  do  in  the  matter. 

Cordially  yours, 

S h 

Superintend ent. 


;g[nTen'can  Association  of  Xnsitructors  of  tfje  Blmb 


(£>(tictri 

Thos.  S.  McAIoncy  ....  President 
Piltoburgh.  P*. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 
St.  Louif,  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 
Macon.  Ca. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

lohn  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overlea.  Md. 


Conbention 

Colorado  Springs,  STune,  1918 


Cxtcutibe  Committtt 

Edward  M.  Van  Clevc  - - Chairman 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - - - Boulder,  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloncy,  (exofheio.) 


December  16,  1917# 


To  the  Superintendents  of  the  American  Schools  for  the  Blind: 


4- 


4^ 


' f 


1 

r-. 


Authentic  details  of  the  terrible  calamity  iihich  befell 
Halifax  last  week  have  just  been  received.  FIVE  HUNDRED  MEN,  TOMEN 
AND  CHIIDREN  HAVE  BEEN  BLINDED  as  a reault  of  the  explosion  and  are 
in  dire  need  of  help.  A local  Blind  Relief  Committee  has  been 
appointed;  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  American  Schools  for 
the  Blind  be  informed  immediately. 

As  President  of  your  National  Association,  I am  asking 
you  to  lay  this  matter  before  your  pupils,  members  of  your  staff 
and  of  your  Board  of  Managers,  urging  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
diowing  their  practical  sympathy  by  prompt  and  generous  contributions 
to  this  cause.  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  says  that  at  least  a half  million 
dollars  will  be  needed  to  provide  the  necessary  relief  and  I am  s\ire 
that  the  American  Schools  will  want  to  do  their  share  at  this  time. 

Cordially  yours. 

President. 

Make  checks  payable  to  John  F.  Bledsoe,  Treasurer,  Maryland  Schoolf 
for  the  Blind,  Overlea,  Maryland. 


TX^ratrni  Prtutoijluanta  for  tlyr  Olitth 


KOAUD  OF  DIRKCTOUS 
H.  ICIRKE  I»ORTHR, 

i*iiK<itT>K}rr 

J.  M.  SOHOONMAKBR. 

PlHHT  VlO*-PB*«tI>aWX 

OUAHLB!9  TAVLOR, 

SSOOXn  VXCB-PMnlDCNT 
aOHP^  ORO.HSAN’  DICWORTH. 
Skokctarv 

JOSBPn  HOKMB  HOLiMBS. 
TRItABUMKK 

JOHK  1>KAV  BROWX, 

COCXSKIXIK 

W.  W.  BCAOIiaURKT 
OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 
WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS 

MARCOS  AARON 

WILLIAM  L.  ABBOTT 

TATLOR  AI-LDBRDICB 

JOHN  BINDLEY 

W.  W.  BLACRBORN 

JOHN  A.  BRASHBAR 

HON.  JOSEPH  BOPEINGTON 

JOHN  DEAN  BROWN 

ANDREW  CARNEGIE 

D.  M.  OLEMSON 

REV.  E.  P.  OOWAN.  D.D. 

MRS.  HARMAR  DENNY 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH 

JOHN  OROSSAN  DILWORTH 

GEORGE  D.  EDWARDS 

OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 

JOHN  B.  PINLEY 

WILLIAM  O.  POLLANSBEB 

WILLIAM  M.  POKEY 

REV.  FREDERIC  T.  GALPIN,  D.D. 

HENRY  J.  HABER 

.TAMES  H.  HAMMOND 

JOHN  W.  HERRON 

JOSEPH  HORNE  HOLMES 

MISS  ELEANOR  K.  HOLMES 

D.  H.  HOSTB'rTER 

MISS  MARY  L.  JACKSON 

NORWOOD  JOHNSTON 

A.  J.  KELLY.  JR. 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M.D. 

I^INLEY  H.  LLOITD 
GEORGE  D.  MACBETH 
J.  CLYDE  MARKEL,  M.D. 

S.  S.  MARVIN 
H.  LEE  MASON,  Jb. 

J.  D.  METZGER,  M.D. 

WILLIS  P.  McCOOK 
REV.  J.  T.  McCRORY,  D.D. 

JOHN  R.  MoCONB 

HON.  H.  KIRKE  PORTER 

WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

COL.  J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER 

JAMES  SCOTT 

JAMBS  B.  STBV'ENSON 

CHARLES  L.  TAYLOR 

MRS.  WILLIAM  THAW 

BENJAMIN  THAW 

MRS.  WM.  K.  THOMPSON 

JOHN  WALKER 


A S>diDal  for  tljp  Eburatinn  uf  tlje  ffilinb 
iBrllrfirlb  Anrnur  and  Sagorii  9trrrt 
33tttHbur0lf,  ^a. 


Thos.  S.  MoAlonby 
Surest  BTawDSirT 


December  16,  1917, 


Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  Superintendent, 
School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen :**- 


I wired  to  you  Friday  night  that  Van  Cleve 
had  sent  me  a letter  suggesting  an  appeal  for  financial  aid 
for  the  Halifax  School.  I sent  night  letters  to  Van  CleTo, 
Burritt  and  yourself  asking  for  information  and  advice. 

Saturday  I lookedup  all  the  Canadian  papers 
at  Carnegie  Library  and  could  not  find  anything  about  the  Hal- 
ifax School.  Sunday  morning,  upon  Burritt 's  suggestion,  I 
wired  to  Fraser  for  information  and  asking  whether  or  not  fin- 
ancial help  would  be  acceptable.  Your  telegram  came  Sunday 
morning,  followed  later  by  a Night  Letter,  and  on  the  strength 
of  that  Night  Letter,  I prepared  a letter  of  appeal  and  sent 
it  to  all  the  Superintendents  of  the  Schools  for  the  Blind. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  I had  a Special  Del- 
ivery from  VanClevo  quoting  the  telegram  which  Fraser  had  sent 
him,  which  was  almost  a duplicate  of  yours.  VanCleve  sug- 
gested forming  a National  Committee  from  the  two  organizations 
for  the  blind,  but  as  I had  already  sent  out  the  letters  of 
appeal  it  was  too  late  to  recall  them.  The  messages  which 
I received  all  seemed  to  indicate  that  pron^tness  was  nec- 
essary, and  I did  Trhat  I thought  was  the  right  thing. 

Your  message  arrived  this  morning,  and 
at  the  same  time  one  from  Fraser  saying  "all  and  any  help 
welcomed  " and  that  a half  million  dollars  would  be  needed 
to  meet  their  needs.  I do  not  know  what  later  developments 
have  arisen.  Fraser's  night  letter  came  in  exactly  the 
same  time  as  your  Wire.  Let  me  know  if  there  is  anything 
further  I can  do  in  the  matter. 

Cordially  yours, 

q7/!^  S h 

Sup  e r intend  ent . 


Hmen'can  Hsisiociation  of  Instructors;  of  tfje  BUnb 


©ffictrs 

Thos.  S.  McAloney  . . ■ ■ President 
PiJtoburgh.  P*. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 
St.  Lou».  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 
Macon,  Ga. 

George  D.  E»lon Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

lohn  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

OveHc,  Ml). 


iJext  Confaention 
Colorado  Springs,  19^8 


Cxecutibe  Committte 

Eldward  M.  Van  Clevc  - - Chairman 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - - - Boulder,  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (exofficio.) 


December  16,  1917. 


To  the  Superintendents  of  the  Americen  Schools  for  the  Blind: 


4 


'-O 


Authentic  details  of  the  terrible  calamity  which  befell 
Ballfax  last  week  have  just  been  received.  FIVE  HUNDRED  MEN,  TOMEN 
AND  CHIIDPEN  HAVE  BEEN  BLINDED  as  a rewult  of  the  e:q)lo8ion  and  are 
in  dire  need  of  help.  A local  Blind  Relief  Committee  has  been 
appointed;  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  American  Schools  for 
the  Blind  be  informed  immediately. 

As  President  of  your  National  Association,  I am  asking 
you  to  lay  this  matter  before  your  pupils,  members  of  your  staff 
and  of  your  Board  of  Managers,  urging  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
ehowing  their  practical  sympathy  by  prompt  and  generous  contributions 
to  this  cause.  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  says  that  at  least  a half  million 
dollars  will  be  needed  to  provide  the  necessary  relief  and  I eun  stire 
that  the  American  Schools  will  want  to  do  their  share  at  this  time. 

Cordially  yours, 

\7  ^ ^ ^ X 

President. 

Make  checks  payable  to  John  F.  Bledsoe,  Treasurer,  Maryland  School: 
for  the  Blind,  Overlea,  Maryland. 


T?7palprn  0pnnagluania  X^atitwlton  for  tl|p  Blinii 


»C>A.RD  OF  DIRECTORS 


A j5>d;ool  fur  life  EJiuratioit  nf  % SliniJ 

iirllrfirlb  Aarttur  anJ>  JJatjarft  &trrft 


Taos.  S.  MoAliOstby 

Su  FKBI KTBH  DBKX 


H.  KIRKK  PORTBJR. 

PBB9*tDK>rr 

J.  M.  SICROOr<MA.KBR, 

PlUBT  VlOB-PaBSIDSTTr 
OaARLBJi  t,.  TAYLOR, 

SbOUXO  VlCK-PRBBIDBXT 

JOUX  OKOHSAX  DILWOKTH. 
Srouictakt 

JOSBPH  IIOKXB  nOLMBS. 
Trkahukeu 

JOHN  OKAX  BROWN, 
CuUNl>iKlX>R 

W.  W.  ULAOKBCTRX 
OGDBX  M.  EDWARDS 
WALLACE  H.  ROWE 


Jpittoburglj,  Jpa. 


December  20,  1917. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  Superintendent, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 


BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS 

MARCUS  AARON 

WILLIAM  L.  ABBOTT 

TAYLOR  ALLDERDICB 

JOHN  BINDLEY 

W.  W.  BLACKBURN 

JOHN  A.  BRASHEAR 

HON.  JOSEPH  BUPPINOTON 

JOHN  DEAN  BROWN 

ANDREW  CARNEGIE 

D.  M.  CLEMSON 

REV.  E.  P.  COWAN,  D.D. 

MRS.  HARMAR  DENNY 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH 

JOHN  CROSSAN  DILWORTH 

GEORGE  D.  EDWARDS 

OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 

JOHN  B.  PINLEY 

WILLIAM  U.  POLLANSBEB 

WILLIAM  M.  PURBY 

REV.  FREDERIC  T.  GALPIN,  D.D. 

HENRY  J.  HABER 

JAMBS  H.  HAM>10ND 

JOHN  W.  HERRON 

JOSEPH  HORNE  HOLMES 

MISS  ELEANOR  K.  HOLMES 

D.  H.  HOSTBTTER 

MISS  MARY  L.  JACKSON 

NORWOOD  JOHNSTON 

A.  J.  KELLY,  JR. 

J.  A.  LIPPINOOTT,  M.D. 

PINLEY  II.  LLOYD 
GEORGE  D.  MACBETH 
J.  CLYDE  MARKEL.  M.D. 

«.  S.  MARVIN 

II.  LEE  MASON,  Ja. 

J.  D.  METZGER,  M.D. 

WILLIS  F.  McOOOK 
REV.  J.  T.  McCRORY.  D.D. 

JOHN  R.  McCUNB 

HON.  H.  KIRKE  PORTER 

WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

COL.  J.  M.  SCHOONMAKBR 

JA-MES  SCOTr 

JAMES  B.  STEVENSON 

CHARLES  I..  TAYLOR 

MRS.  WILLIAM  THAW 

BENJAMIN  THAW 

MRS.  WM.  R.  THOMPSON 

JOHN  WALKER 


My  dear  Mr.  Allen 


Your  letter  of  December  17th  was 
duly  received.  I presume  you  received  a copy  of 
letter  on  Monday  which  I sent  out  to  the  Superintendents 
of  the  American  Schools  for  the  Blind  I am  hoping 
that  good  results  will  ensue  from  it. 

Our  young  people  have  been  hard 
at  work,  and  so  far,  wo  have  received  contributions 
amounting  to  $200  from  the  Board  members,  pupils, 
teachers  suid  officers.  After  the  pupils  return,  we 
will  give  a benefit  entertainment  and  I am  sure 
we  can  edd  considerable  to  this  fund. 

I am  going  to  send  the  money  to 
Bled BO e as  Treasurer  of  our  organization,  but  to  whom 
shall  he  turn  this  money  over?  Shall  he  send  it  to 
the  Special  Relief  Committee  in  care  of  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser,  or  what  woxild  you  advise.  Please  lot  me  hear 
from  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Cordially  yours, 

5 iv 

Superintend  ent 


pptinayluattia  Inatitution  for  tiyr  BltniJ 


nOARI)  OF  DIRECTORS 

n.  KIRKE  PORTBR, 

PRKSIDBN'r 

J.  M.  SOROOXMAICER, 

KtRBT  VlCB-PHICRinBKT 
OIlARL.n9  TAYLOR, 

Secoxo  Vicb^Prcsidskt 
JOHJ*r  OKOS9AN’  DILWORTH, 
SKOItlTTAKV 

JOSBPIl  ilORKB  HOLMBS. 
TRE.VSUKBK 


A S’rljonl  fur  tljr  EJiuratiun  nf  tljr  ?8linb 
Sfllpfirlii  Anpitnp  ait&  Baijarb  &trprt 
^^ittuburgl;.  ^a. 


Tnos.  S.  M!oAlon"by 
SupKarxraxnBKT 


I^ecHtaber  22,1917 


Messrs.  Alioj,  Blodsoe,  Burritt  and  Van  Cle 


JOHN  DBAN  BROWN, 

CuUXR  BLAIR 

\V.  W.  BLAOKSaRN 
OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 
WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS 
MARCUS  AARON 
WILLIAM  L.  ABBOTT 
TAYLOR  ALLDERDIOB 
JOHN  BINDLEY’ 

W.  W.  BLACEBURN 

JOHN  A.  BRASHEAR 

HON.  JOSEPH  BUFFINGTON 

JOHN  DEAN  BROWN 

ANDREW  CARNEGIE 

D.  M.  CLKMSON 

REV.  E.  P.  COWAN.  D.D, 

MRS.  HARMAR  DENNY 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH 

JOHN  CROSSAN  DILWORTH 

GEORGE  D.  EDWARDS 

OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 

JOHN  B.  FINLEY 

WILLIAM  U.  POLLANSBBB 

WILLIAM  M.  PUKBY 

REV’.  FREDERIC  T.  GALPIN,  D.D. 

HENRY  J.  HABER 

JAMES  H.  HAMMOND 

JOHN  W.  HERRON 

JOSEPH  HORNE  HOLMES 

MISS  ELEANOR  K.  HOLMES 

D.  H.  HOSTETTER 

MISS  MARY  L.  JACKSON 

NORWOOD  JOHNSTON 

A.  J.  KELLY.  JR. 

J.  A.  LIPPINOO'PP,  M.D. 

FINLEY  II.  LLOYD 
GEORGE  D.  MACBETH 
J.  CLYDE  MARKBL.  M.D. 

H.  S.  MARVIN 
H.  LEE  MASON,  Jn. 

J.  D.  METZGER,  M.D. 

WILLIS  F.  McOOOK 
REV.  J.  T.  McORORY.  D.D. 

JOHN  R.  MoOUNB 

HON.  H.  KIRKE  PORTER 

WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

COL.  J.  M.  SOHOONMAKBR 

.TAMES  SCOTT 

JAMES  B.  STEVENSON 

CHARLES  L.  TAYLOR 

MRS.  WILLIAM  THAW 

BENJAMIN  THAW 

MRS.  WM.  H.  THOMPSON 

JOHN  WALKER 


Pear  Prionda: 


been  suggealed  that  a National  Committee 
be  appointed  Md  meet  during  the  Chrietmao  vacation,  to  consider 
o„o  problem  o.  those  blinded  in  the  Halifax  disaster. 

The  letters  to  the  American  Schools  for  the  Rlind 
were  sent  out  after  night  iressagos  had  been  ’•ecoived  from 
several  auperintender.to  ix.disating  necessity  for  prompt  adion, 
^xnoc  the  press  of  the  country  was  silent  concerning  the  large 
^;ber  blindea  by  the  explosion,  I felt  it  was  only  right  to^ 
let  the  other  superintendents  have  this  information  before 
the  Christmas  holidays  began.  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  in  on^  of 
his  telegrams  to  me,  said:  '•  All  and  any  help  naedod. 

Your  suggestions  by  return  mail  or  by  wire  are 
requested  on  the  following  points: 


1 Shall  a National  Committee  be  appointed  and  by  whom? 

2 Shall  this  u>m>nitteo  send  out  letters  to  Superintendents 
of  the  A^ericen  Schools  for  the  Plind,  gitii.g  additional 
infonaatior.  and  asking  for  sv  gg^stions  as  well  as  financial 
aid. 

3 Shall  Kr.  Bledsoe,  the  Treasurer  of  the  A.I.H.  keep  all 
funds  sent  to  him  until  the  National  Committee  decide  whet 
IS  best  to  be  done. 


Awaiting  your  rtply,  I remain 
Cordially  yuurs, 

■JU"  S )YI 
President  A.I.B. 


American  ^s;s;oci'ation  of  Sn^tructorg  of  tfje  Plintj 


0Uictti 

Thos.  S.  McAloney  - - - - President 
PttulHirgh.  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 
Si.  Loois.  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 

Macon.  Ca. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overlea,  Md. 


^ext  Conbention 
Colorabo  ifeprings!,  3rune.  1918 


Copy 


(Exteutibf  Committet 

Edward  M.  Van  Clave  . . Chairman 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemcr  - . - Boulder,  Mont. 
Mils  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (exofficio.) 


0*««abar  U,  1817. 


Mr.Charlaa  • . Rolaaa.  f^raalSvii, 

Saarioan  Aaaooiaiion  of  rt«rkara  for  tlto  Bllad. 
$M  bioaaaelMootia  Stobmo^ 

CaaOrldgo,  Maas. 

ytf  daar  Hr.  Bolaaat- 


It  haa  Oaaa  ausKoatad  that  a laUetaal  Coaaalttaa  ha 
aopallitad  hjr  ttio  Traaddaoia  of  tha  too  AaooeUtiena  to  taiko  aatlTo 
atapa  for  tha  raliaf  af  thoaa  raaantly  blladad  at  Raltfos. 

tlr  fradariok  aaya  that  floo  hoadrad  aan.  wmmm 
and  childran  ham  baao  blladad  aad  ho  haa  aakad  for  aaalataaoa  la 
aalo^  C^t  problaa  ha  haa  bafOra  him  la  prorldlar  fOr  thaaa 
H will  taka  tha  bast  though^  i«  tha  profaaaloa  to  do  thla* 

A oomlttoa  of  alaa  alfdit  bo  appolatad,  aad  lot 
thoM  aalaot  a oaall  sob-ooaaattao  to  (o  to  BaUfas  if  aaaoaaary.  X 

•If!!*'  '**•  this  Coaadttao:.  TaaClaro,  Alim, 

Inflow?**?**** k *f^*^^*  and  lira.  Rldar.  thla  aonmittaa 

•111  ham  to  (ot  tos^ar  pnaapUy.  I subalt  tha  aaaaa  for  yoor 

^ If  think  that  aaaa 

il  ^ **!‘^‘'*  •****-^  pUom,  Do  not  haaltata 

” Sls’kiSTf  rSBSH’Ss  ,5"tR  axittss.*"**'' 

W /aa  *111  aaad  ao  a Si^ht  tottar  at  aw  aipanao 

f ^ appoUtamta  i^a  and 
tha  aaatlac  aallad,  probably  la  Sow  Tork. 


attaatlaa,  aad 


Traatlof  that  you  will  nlva  this  mttar  yo«r 
•1th  hast  vlrfiaa  for  tha  ha*  Taar, 


Cordially  3roMr^ 


'^sldwt. 

If  ^ oan  aay  all  that  you  hfm  to  say  la  taa  words,  im  alaht 

• Day  ■aaaac*. 


I sent  this  Special  to  Holmes.  We  should  call  a meeting  for 
Saturday  or  Monday  in  New  York. 


American  ^fiisiociati'on  of  Snsitructorg  of  tfjc  ?iUnb 


©ffictrs 

Thos.  S.  McAloney  . - - - PrcsidenI 
PilUburgh,  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - Pint  Vice  President 
Si.  Louii,  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 
Macoa.  Ga. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overica.  Md. 


^ext  Conbentton 
Colorabo  gtprinai,  June,  1918 


COPY 


Cxecutibe  Committee 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve  - - Chairman 
Yoek.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemcr  - - - Boulder,  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (cxofficio.) 


Deesmber  27,  1917. 


Mr.  Sdward  M.  TanClere,  Suporlntendent, 
School  for  the  Blind, 

5ew  York,  N.  Y. 

My  de&r  Mr.  VanClevei- 


Tastarday,  I sent  you  a copy  of  a SPECIAL  DUrlVERT 
lattar  ahioh  1 had  oailad  to  Charles  W.  Holmes,  Presidant  of  the  A.A.W.B. 

X am  ezpaoting  to  hear  from  him  within  the  next  twanty-four  hours. 

Aa  Chairman  of  this  Rational  Committae  you  will  call 
a maeting  as  promptly  as  you  possibly  can.  I supposa  Monday  would  be  the 
earliest  yau  could  call  them  together.  Just  as  soon  as  1 hear  from  Holmes 
I will  wire  you  as  to  any  changes  he  may  have  suggested  in  the  paraonnal 
of  the  Committee,  and  you  can  gat  out  the  notices  at  once. 

Aa  the  Committee  now  stands  it  consists  of-— 


Sdward  M.  VanClere,  Chairman 

M.  B.  Migel 

W.  I.  Soandlin 

S.  E.  Allen 

0.  H.  Burritt 

J.  F.  Eledaoe 

Oertrude  C.  Rider 

Charles  V.  Holmes 

Thostas  S.  McAloney 


Mew  York 
lew  York 
Hew  York 
Boston 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

Wariiington 

Cambrige 

Pittsburgh 


1 selected  this  group  partly  because  they  ware  the 
cnee  most  familiar  with  the  problems  which  confront  Sir  Frederick  at  this 
time,  and  partly  because  they  were  so  situated  geographically  that  a meet- 
ing could  be  called  without  unaeoeseary  delay— also  they  are  located  in 
centers  where  influential  assistance  could  easily  be  aeoured. 


line  may  seem  to  be  a rather  large  committee,  but 
a Speoial  •ub-eommlttee  could  be  fbrmed  to  work  out  the  details  and  to 
go  on  to  Halifax  if  it  were  found  necessary. 


Cordially  yours. 


Presidwit 


^men'can  ^gsfociation  of  instructors;  of  tfje  Plinb 


(Dffirrrs 

TTioi.  S.  McAIoney  - - - - Presidcnl 
PittsbursK,  P«. 

S.  M.  Green  - - Ftnt  Vice  President 
Si.  Louit.  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 
Macoo,  Ca. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton.  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overlea,  M<1. 


^ext  Conbention 
Colorabo  ^prinaS,  June,  1918 


Cxetutibf  Committee 

Edward  M.  Van  Clave  - , Chairman 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - . - Boulder,  Mont. 
Mm  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAIoney,  (exofficio.) 


January  3,  1918. 


Mr.  T.  S.  McAIoney, 
School  for  the  Blind, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

My  dear  Mr.  McAIoney 


I acknowledge  receipt  of 

your  notification  of  the  2nd  instant  asking  me  to 
servo  on  a committee  with  others  in  an  endeavor 
to  solve  problems  due  to  the  recent  Halifax  explosion. 
I shall  be  very  glad  to  give  iriiatever  advice  I can 
in  the  matter. 


In  view  of  my  present  financial  con- 
dition I vrauld  not  however,  feel  like  assuming  the 
expense  of  traveling  any  great  distance  to  attend  con- 
ferences. I shall  have  to  borrow  money  this  month 
to  make  my  final  payment  on  Liberty  Bonds  as  it  is. 

If  view  of  this.  It  might  be  well  if  you  appointed 
some  one  else  whose  expenses  will  be  paid,  or  who  is 
more  charitably  inclined  than  I am,  though  I will  be 
glad  to  do  what  I can  from  this  end  of  the  lino. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Hamilton, 

Superintendent 


The  above  is  a copy  of  letter  which  I have  received 
from  Mr,  Hamilton.  Have  sent  copies  to  E.  M. 
VanCleve,  E.  E.  Allen,  0.  H.  Burritt  and  J.  F.  Bledsoe. 

President. 


American  ^£is!ociation  of  Xnsitructorg  of  tf)e  Blinb 


aE>fficer£f 

Thos.  S.  McAIoncy  - - - - President 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 

St.  Louif,  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphanl  - Second  Vice  President 

Macon,  Ga. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overlea,  Md. 


^ext  Conbention 
Colovaiio  gtprings,  June,  1918 


Cxccutibe  Committee 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve  - - Chairman 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - - - Boulder.  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (exolHcto.) 


January  3rd,  1918 


Dear  Mr.  Allen:- 

In  going  over  the  situation  since  my  re- 
turn from  New  York  I find  tliat  in  our  V/orkshop  we  could 
receive  perhaps  25  to  30  women,  we  have  more  room  there 
for  women  than  we  h.ave  for  men.  The  expense  necessary 
for  these  women  would  be  simply  the  cost  of  their  board 
which  could  not  be  figirred  at  less  than  ^^6  a week.  You 
know  aboat  what  th%  training  is  in  our  V/orkshop  and  it 
aeema  to  me  that  a few  months  of  such  training  for  women 
who  recently  became  blinded  would  be  of  great  value  in 
enabling  those  who  have  the  problem  to  solve  to  reach  a 
proper  conclusion. 

We  mi/^-t  take  about  a half  dozen  men  and 
train  them  in  broom-making  but  our  space  is  very  much  m ore 
limited  for  men  tiuin  it  is  for  women.  The  women  will 

board  in  homes  adjacent  to  our  Workshop  and  they  will  be 
located  in  trjsse  homes  by  our  field  secretary,  Miss  Kelly* 
Sp  far,  we  have  not  liad  much  trouble  in  securing  proper 
homes  for  them. 


As  to  the  question  of  children  there  is 
less  opportunity  for  us  to  do  very  much,  I will  write  you 
a little  later  to  give  you  definite  infcarmation  about  this 
part  of  it.  We  have  not  as  yet  had  our  Board  Meeting 
but  shall  have  one  soon. 


Very  sincerely  ^ours^ 
Treasurer, 


iir.  TZ,  ■R.  Allen, 

Perkins  ins  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts, 


WfHtrx'u  :Qfmi0yluania  X^atitution  for  tlje  3ltnb 


UO/VHI>  OF  niRECTOUS 

IT.  KIRIvEJ  I’ORTEJR, 

PRKninKKX 

J.  M.  SOHOONMAKBR, 

PlRur  ViCK-PBKSIDa?»T 
011AKI.13H  t..  TXYLOR. 

H»UOXI>  VtOB-PHKStDBXT 
JOUX  OKOHHAN  DILWOKTH. 
Sbohktakv 

JOSBPtX  lIOK?<Q  ITOL.MB.S» 
Tkrahukkn 

JOHN  nKAN  BROWX. 

COUNMBLOK 

W.  W.  BL.AOI£BCJRX 
OODBX  M.  EDWARDS 
WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS 

MARCD3  AAROJf 

WILLIAM  L.  ABBOTT 

TAYLOR  ALLDBRDIOB 

JOHN  BINDLEY 

W.  W.  BLACEBORN 

JOHN  A.  BRASHBAR 

HON.  JOSEPH  BOPPINOTON 

JOHN  DEAN  BROWN 

ANDREW  CARNEGIE 

D.  M.  OLEMSON 

REV.  B.  P.  COWAN,  D.D. 

MRS.  HARMAR  DENNY 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH 

JOHN  0R03SAN  DILWORTH 

GEORGE  D.  EDWARDS 

OGDEN  M.  EDWARDS 

JOHN  B.  FINLEY 

WILLIAM  D.  POLLANSBBE 

WILLIAM  M.  PCRBY 

REV.  FREDERIC  T.  GALPIN,  D.D. 

HENRY  J.  HABER 

JAMBS  H.  HAMMOND 

JOHN  W.  HERRON 

JOSEPH  HORNE  HOLMES 

MISS  ELEANOR  K.  HOLMES 

D.  H.  HOSTETTEK 

MISS  MARY  L.  JACKSON 

NORWOOD  JOHNSTON 

A.  J.  KELLY.  JR. 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M.D. 

FINLEY  H.  LLOYD 
GEORGE  D.  MAOBETH 
J.  CLYDE  MAKKEL,  M.D. 

M.  S.  MARVIN 
H.  LEE  MASON,  Jn. 

J.  D.  METZGER,  M.D. 

WILLIS  K.  McOOOK 
REV.  J.  T.  McORORY,  D.D. 

JOHN  R.  MoOCNE 

HON.  H.  KIRKE  PORTER 

WALLACE  H.  ROWE 

COL.  J.  M.  SCHOONMAKBR 

JAMRS  SCOTT 

JAMBS  B.  STEVENSON 

CIIAKLES  L.  TAYLOR 

MRS.  WILLIAM  THAW 

BENJAMIN  THAW 

MRS.  WM.  R.  THOMPSON 

JOHN  Walker 


A iSrlfuoI  for  tlj?  EJJuration  nf  tijp 
?Brllrfirlii  Aorttur  aitb  IBagarli  &trrrt 
JPittaburgI).  ^a. 


Xhos.  S.  MoAix>nby 

S tr  PKB I irrairDBiirr 


January  4,  1917. 


Messra.  E.  1. 

E.  S. 
0.  H. 
J.  F. 


VanCleva, 

Allan, 

Burritt, 

Bledsoa 


Doa»  Sirs:- 


I have  received  the  following  letter  from 
Charlei  W.  Holmee,  President  of  the  A.  A.  W.  B.  I 
tranamit  it  to  you  for  your  information: 


"Dear  Ur.  McAloney:- 


I really  felt  myself  placed 

in  a most  embarrassing  position  by  the  developments  of 
Friday  and  Saturday.  I felt  however,  that  I was  called 
upon  to  act  in  accordance  with  my  best  judgement  and  my 
interpretation  of  the  wishes  of  my  constituents  (could 
the  matter  have  been  placed  before  them)  regardless  of 
any  other  consideration,  or  of  the  false  light  I might 
appear  to  be  placed  by  such  action.  I am  very  glad  if 
the  outcome  reported  in  your  letter  received  this  morn- 
ing was  arrived  at  gracefully,  ao  to  speak. 

I shall  ask  Urs.  Palmer,  UissHoward,  Messrs. 
Scandlin,  Cumstook  and  Delfino  to  act  for  the  A.ATW.B 
and  to  report  to  you  as  convener.  I shall  not,  however, 
be  able  to  write  tp  them  to-day. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  W.  Holmes." 


American  ^ggociation  of  3ns;tructors  of  tfje  plinb 


©ffittra 

Thos.  S.  McAlonty  - - - - PtMidcnt 
Piltoburgh.  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 
St.  LouU,  Mo. 

G.  F.  Oliphanl  - Second  Vice  President 
Macoo,  Ga. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinton,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Overlea.  Md. 


iJext  Conbention 
Colorabo  ^pringiS,  3^unc,  1918 


Cxtcutibf  Committet 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve  - - CKairman 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - - - Boulder,  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (exofficio.) 


January  t,  1918* 


Ilaasrs.  B.  M.  TanClava, 
B.  B.  Allan, 

0.  H.  Burrltt, 
J.  r.  lladaoa 

Daar  Sira:- 


Tha  fallowing  la  a oopy  of  lattar  whleh  1 raoolvad 
from  Mr.  Klgal.  Do  you  think  it  ia  naoaeaary  to  appoint 
ar.othar  nanbar  on  this  ooBwittaa,  or  ^rall  oa  insist  that 
Mlgal  stay  on  tha  oosmittaa  and  4o  as  nueh  as  ha  can. 

?ra aidant 


"Daar  Mr.  MoAlonay:- 


I ragrat  vary  moh  that  I did 
not  hava  an  opportunity  of  aoaing  you  in  Bow  Tork,  hut  oaa 
glad  to  hoar  fron  you  ovar  tha  phona. 

I thank  you  vary  mohjindaad,  for  tho  appointnant 
on  tho  A.  A.  I.  B.  Cemvittoo,  and  would  ba  glad,  indaad,  to 
aot  conjointly  with  tho  Bopraaontativo  Connittaa  that  you 
hava  appointad,  but  I ragrat  vary  saioh  that,  owing  to  work 
that  has  boan  aaaignad  to  a»  by  tha  War  Dapartaant,  «d  which 
takas  all  ay  tLaa  both  day  and  ni^t,  X will  ba  unabla  to 
aooopt  a plaew  on  thia  Cossoittaa  and  do  any  affcotiva  work. 

At  tho  ssM  tiao,  X roally  faal  that  X would  like  to  bo  holp> 
ful,  and  if  you  oould  usa  as  froa  tisw  to  tiaa  in  an  adviaory 
oapaeity,  X shauld  ba  glad  to  ba  as  halpful  as  loasibla. 

Thanking  you,  I am, 

Tory  truly  yours, 

M.  C.  Migal. 


o 


^men'fan  ^gs^ociation  of  Sneftructorg  of  tf)e  Plmb 


©ffictrs 

Tho*.  S.  McAIoney  - - - . Pre»idenl 
Pitubutf^.  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - First  Vice  President 
S(.  Louis,  Mo. 

C.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 

Macon,  Ga. 

George  D.  Eaton  .....  Secretary 
Vinloo,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe  - - - - . Treasurer 
Orerlea.  Md. 


^ext  Contention 
Colorabo  ^prinas,  5unc,  1918 


Cxfcutibe  Committct 

Edward  M.  Van  CIcva  - . Chairman 
Naw  York.  N.  Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemcr  . . - Boulder.  Monl. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  Walker  - - St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (eaofficio.) 


Mr.  E.  M.  VanCleve,  Superintendent, 

latMol  ftor  th*  Bllad,  ^ 

law  York,  l.T. 

I 

Uy  daar  Mr*  VaaClavat* 

•.k  k * **•  laiaraatad  la  your  lattar  af 

ttr*  Allan  aal  yottraalf 

tea#  taken  molt  praapt  at^a  ta  laraatlcaia  aad  aaa  that  ag^rt^amlataaaa 
is  sivaa.  to  thaaa  ahe  warn  bliadad  at  Halifha.  ••aiatoaaa 

Sowd'a  lattaea  raaabad  m thia  aoraiac.  Iham  rapltad 
i?*’*’*  ••???tad  ataiing  that  >iat  aa  aoon  aa  r^lUa  lara  Hart^ 
fraa  tha  aatlra  aaeamlttoa,  fbrthar  toforaatien  wirald  ha  aaat  to  thaa. 

. ' _ I praaiaa  X ahauld  aaad  thaa  a raaam  of  ahat  haa  bam 

St  rs  ^ •*^*’**  * hanom  that 

Poaalbla  a aaatlag  dhoold  ba  aallad  of  tha  aholo  oomlttoo 

t>^  boat  ba  doaa.  Khan  aa  agroaaant  la  eoaohad  X thiak  that 
wltblji  thToIltoTBiatr**^?*  ^ organlmUaa  far  tho  blind 

!!  L »•  «*•  ■aantlaa.^aatld 

yoj^jdtlaa  aa  to  aaad  aot  a raaaao  to  tho  A.A.t.i.  Ooaatittoo,  aa  I aanUaiiad 

! 

flaaaa  lot  ao  hoar  froa  you  by  rotom  aall. 

f 

?ory  traly  yonra. 


P.t. 


froaldaat* 

^ rooolrad  a lottor  frra  Wr,  Holma 
Mylag  ^t  ha  had  apnolntod  Mr.  6.  K.  fwift  of  Toroato  to  tako  tho 


COPT 


Bant  to  ,^,.rttt,  Alim  tad  Bl«l«,a. 


American  ^sisiociation  of  Hlnfiitructorsi  of  tfje  PUnb 
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January  28,  1918# 


To  "bho  Members  of  "tli©  Joinb  Commi't'bee  o.f  "the  A .A*I*B*  and  A*AaW*B*  appointed  t-o 
Aid  the  Halifax  Blinded 

In  order  that  you  may  have  a clear  understanding  of 
the  situation  at  Halifax,  I wish  to  place  before  you  the  facts  in  my  possession 
and  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  sufferers. 

Dec.  14th,  I received  a wire  from  Mr.  VanCleve  suggesting  that  an  appeal  be  made 
to  the  American  Schools  for  the  Blind  to  aid  the  Halifax  Blinded.  As  I knew  noth- 
ing of  the  situation,  I wired  for  details.  Also  wired  Messrs.  Allen  and  Burritt 
for  advice.  On  Dec.  IS'Wi,  I learned  that  five  hundred  men,  women  and  children 
had  been  blinded  and  that  prompt  help  was  necessary.  I wired  Sir  Frederick  Fraser 
asking  if  fiiAncial  aid  would  be  acceptable,  and  he  replied,  "All  and  every  help 
welcome,"  and  that  a half  million  dollars  would  be  needed.  On  that  same  date, 
as  President  of  the  A.A.I.B.,  I sent  out  notices  to  every  School  for  the  Blind  in 
the  United  States  giving  them  particulars  and  making  an  appeal  for  prompt  financial 
assistance.  I am  glad  to  say  that  checks  for  generous  amounts  are  coming  in  to  the 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  F.  Bledsoe,  Overlea,  Md.  This  money  will  be  held  until  our  Com- 
mittee decides  where  it  can  best  be  used. 


On  Dec.  16th,  Mr.  Allen  called  the  attention  of  the  Red  Cross  to  the  Halifax  blinded, 
and  on  December  18th,  he  was  called  to  their  head(}i arter s in  Boston  for  consultation 
with  Red  Cross  officials,  and  as  a result  Miss  Lucy  Wright,  formerly  of  the  Massachu*» 
setts  Conmission  for  the  Blind,  was  sent  to  Halifaoc  to  make  a rapid  survey  of  the 
situation. 


About  this  time,  Mr.  VanCleve  had  a conference  with  a number  of  prominent  blind  per- 
sons and  representatives  of  charitable  organizations  in  New  York  City  and  they  de- 
cided to  get  in  touch  with  the  head  of  the  Halifax  Relief  in  Washington,  D.  C,,  Mr. 
Frank  W.  Persons  of  the  Red  Cross.  Through  the  iniative  of  Messrs.  Allen  and  Van 
Cleve,  the  Red  Cross  provided  ample  temporary  relief,  so  that  part  of  the  problem 
has  been  solved  satisfactorily. 


On  Dec.  31st,  a group  of  rape rinten dents  and  others  interested  in  this  matter,  held 
an  informal  conference  in  New  York,  and  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  Presidents  of  the 
A.A.I.B.  and  the  A.A.W.B.  to  each  appoint  a comnittee  of  five  to  represent  their 
organisation  and  to  act  jointly  in  assisting  our  Canadian  friends  solve  the  problem 
of  re-educating  those  newly  blinded  at  Halifax.  Acting  on  this  suggestion.  Pres. 
Holmes  and  Pres.  McAloney  appointed  the  following 


Bdward  M. VanCleve, 
W.I .Scandlin 
C. A. Hamilton 
Liborio  Delfino 
S.  W.  Swift 


New  York 
New  York 
Batavia 
Philadelphia 
Toronto 


Chas.  W.  Holmes  (Ex-officio  Cambridge 


M.  C.  Migel  New  York 

E.E. Allen  New  York 

J.F. Bledsoe  Baltimore 

Mrs.  Eva  B.  Palmer  Cleveland 

Pearl  HowsLrd  Shenandoah  Iowa 

Thos.  S.  McAloney  (Ex-officio)  Pittsburgh 
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At  the  meeting  in  Neve  York,  the  Superintendents  of  the  five  incorporated  Eastern 
Schools  agreed  to  offer  to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  the  use  of  their  Schools  for  the 
education  of  forty  of  his  advanced  pupils,  so  that  when  the  School  re-opened  after 
a brief  vacation,  he  could  admit  the  children  recently  blinded;  the  advanced 
pupils  being  able  to  continue  their  studies  in  the  United  States,  their  education 
would  not  be  interrupted.  These  schools  offered  to  pay  all  the  e:!q}enses  of  the 
pupils  they  admitted.  Sir  Frederick  however,  was  unable  to  accept  this  offer 
and  he  has  made  arrangements  to  rent  several  houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  * 
school  to  take  care  of  the  additional  pupils  to  be  accommodated.  No  definite  finan- 
cial plans  have  as  yet  been  made  to  enable  Sir  Frederick  to  carry  out  this  program, 

The  Red  Cross  early  in  January,  appointed  Messrs.  Allen,  VanCleve  and  Burritt,  a 
special  committee  to  make  a thorough  investigation  of  the  situation  and  to  confer 
with  the  local  relief  committee  and  Sir  Frederick.  The  two  first  named  members 
reached  Halifax  January  12th,  and  held  conferences  with  the  Directors  of  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross,  representatives  of  the  Victoria  Order  of  Nurses  and  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser.  Plans  were  quickly  formed  for  saving  sight;  this  includes  a Clinic  the 
services  of  Miss  Lucy  S.  Rand  as  manager,  under  Sir  Frederick's  authority,  md  a 
system  of  follow-up  work  by  the  nurses.  Mr.  Allen  remained  in  Halifax  to  interest 
the  influential  people  of  the  community  in  the  re-education  of  those  rece^’tly  de- 
prived of  sight.  Mr.  Burritt  hopes  to  go  to  Halifax  soon  to  see  how  the  plans 
are  working  out. 

As  yet  no  accurate  figures  are  obtainable  of  the  number  blinded.  It  is  estimated 
that  at  least  200  are  totally  blinded.  Of  this  number  thirty-five  to  forty  are 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Three-fourths  of  the  remainder  are  women  between 
the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  forty.  Several  hundred  additional  persons  have  eye 
injuries,  and  numbers  of  them  have  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  but  with  the  excel- 
lent arrangements  made  by  the  Special  Committee,  it  is  hoped  that  the  sight  of 
mary  of  these  can  be  saved. 


The  Massachusetts  Special  Committee  has  donated  125,000  towards  the  Endowment 
Fund  for  those  blinded  in  the  disaster,  and  perhaps  later  on,  the  blinded 
adults  in  general.  The  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
has  contributions  of  $200,  and  there  is  a nice  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  A.A.I.B.  for  this  purpose.  Of  course  these  sums  are  only  a small  part 
of  what  is  needed  and  our  Special  Comndttee  should  devise  ways  and  means  to 
raise  as  large  a sum  as  possible.  I would  suggest  therefore  ;- 


FIRST; 


SECOND : 


THIRD : 


That  an  appeal  be  sent  to  all  organizations  for  the  blind 
in  this  country  signed  by  the  joint  coraidttee. 

That  we  use  the  Ziegler  Magazine  for  appealing  to  the  blind 
Oj.  the  United  States  and  ask  Mr.  Walter  G.  Holmes  to  serve 
as  Treasurer  for  all  money  received  from  this  source. 

That  we  use  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  and  all  other  ink  print 
ns7f  spaper^  for  the  blind  to  make  an  urgent  appeal  to  the 
readers  for  funds. 


FOURTH; 


That  we  send  an  additional  aopeal  to  Schools  for  the  Blind 
asking  the  Superintendents  to  interest  the  people  in  their 
communities  in  the  cause. 
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This  is  the  only  opportunity  that  the  blind  of  the  United  States  have  ever  had 
to  do  a kind  and  helpful  act  for  their  Canadian  neighbors,  and  the  re-action 
of  contributing  will  be  ’Aorth  a great  deal  to  them.  Every  blind  child  in 
our  schools  should  give  something,  and  we  can  open  up  the  way  for  people  in 
every  state  to  give  to  this  cause.  Crgani2».tions,  associations  and  schools 
can  readily  secure  funds  through  benefit  entertainments. 

Owing  to  the  very  considerable  expense  that  would  be  entailed  and  the  uncer- 
tainty. of  railroad  travel,  I do  not  think  that  a meeting  of  the  joint  committee 
would  be  advisable  at  the  present  time.  I believe  that  we  can  accomplish  by 
correspondence  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  present.  Any  suggestions  that 
you  may  have  to  make  in  regard  to  the  re-education  and  re-habilitation  of  those 
blinded  in  the  disaster  will  be  appreciated.  Any  additional  suggestions  as  to 
how  wo  can  best  reach  the  people  of  this  country  to  raise  a large  endowment 
fund  for  this  purpose  will  be  most  helpful. 

Mr.  VarCleve  has-been  asked  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  and  if  you 
will  ■iirrite  your  thoughts  on  these  matters  to  him,  at  an  early  date,  we  can  set 
in  motion  the  appeal  for  funds  in  this  country.  Later  on,  I tnist  we  can  all 
meet  and  talk  these  nr.tters  over  together. 


Cordially  yours. 


President. 


Q , J 
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January  4,1918. 


F.  1.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  .Mass, 


Dear  Dr.  Allsn:- 


After  some  negotiations  made  by  our  representa- 
tives at  Halifax,  it  has  become  ei5)edient  today  to  send 
a telegram  to  Mr.  Carstens,  the  present  Chairman  of  the 
.American  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee,  in  Halifax  as 
follows:  '' 


’'H*a:Trp  111  I ml  Til  1, TO  H«T-T-i-n  ynnr  rt-irn — 

'^nr fivi'i  1 1 !(;  hfnisi  ng  proolauly  go  apptaigod- 

^t  our  BftotQn  oonferoRce.  Plea.se  formally 
offer  L/an.adiaji  people  Red  Cross  assistance 
in  care,  of  blind  situation.  We  are  willing 
to  appoint  a committee  of  six  with  '-’r. Allen 
of  Boston  as  Chairman  and  Mr.  Burritt  a rid 
Mr.  Van  Cleve  as  American  members,'*^ Three 
Canadian  members  agreeable  to  Canadian  people. 

I Please  advise  who  are  Canadiam  members  and  when 
I it  is  desired  committee  shall  meet  at  Hriifax. 

Tell  ‘.'r.  Laxld  I appreciate  his  acceptance 
of  chairmanship  of  committee  on  supplies 
and  erjipment.  Will  8.sk:  that  commitbee 
to  meet  as  soon  as  Dr.  Ladd  returns  to 
Boston." 

I assume  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you 
to  accept  as  the  other  American  members  of  this  committee 
..*r.  Burritt  and  Mr.  V''an  Cleve.  Canadiam  people 

have  maje  that  suggesting  preferring  this  to  the 
suggestion  tha.t  I earlier  made. 

I have  talked  with  .Vajor  Bordley  of  the 
Surgeon-Gener'il ' 3 office.  He  is  much  interested 
in  this  plan  and  will  halp  all  he  can.  Mr.  Burritt 
you  know  s to  be  in  charge  of  the  institution  for 
blinded  soldiers  and  sailors,  which  is  now  being 
prepared  in  Baltimore  under  Major  Bordley 's  direction. 
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It  ia,  therefore,  highly  desirable  to  have  Mr.  Burritt 
on  this  committee. 

Major  Bordley  is  willing  that  the  blinded  men, 
or  some  of  them,  should  be  brought  from  Halifax 
for  care  and  instruction  at  this  institution  of  the 
American  Army,  if  that  should  be  preferable  or 
desirable.  Your  committee  will  wish  to  consider 
that  suggestion. 

I hav!  not  written  to  Mr.  Burritt  but  shall 
wish  you  to  do  so  and  to  orgaiize  your  committee  as 
is  desirable,  and  keep  iae  informed  as  fuljy  as 
is  practicable.  I have,  however,  v/ritten  to 
Mr.  Van  Cleve,  inasmuch  as  he  had  earlier  tendered 
is  services  to  the  Red  Cross  and  would  expect  some 
reply  from  me. 

It  is  my  thought  that  the  whole  committee  - 
both  the  three  American  members  and  the  three 
Canadian  members  - should  meet  in  Halifax  and 
reach  conclusions  there. 

I cannot  authorize  your  commi ttee ..to  make 
any  present  commitments  for  the  Red  Cross  as 
to  financial  outlay,  but  we  are  asking  your 
committee  to  accept  this  responsibility 
with  the  earnest  desire  to  be  of  service,  and  we 
shall  hope  to  be  able  to  meet  any  reasonable  demands 
without  delay. 

Accordingly,  we  shall  wish  your  committee 
to  report  very  frankly  and  explicitly  the  plans  that 
seem  most  desirable  and  to  estimate  the  necessary 
expenditure  therefor,  and  to  indicate  what  proportion 
of  this  outlay  should,  in  your  judgment,  come  from 
the  American  Red  Cross. 


Director-General. 


nivi  1 T nn  *?  p^'P. 


'«FP-o 


JAME9  IACK»ON 
OlViaiON  UANAOIR 
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The  American  Red  Cross 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS 


7SS  BOYL8TON  STREE7 
BOSTON.  MASS. 


January  8,  1918. 


Mr.  E.  E.  Allen, 

383  Boylston  Street, 

Boston,  Massachusetts. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

I am  greatly  gratified  that  you  have 
received  from  Mr.  Persons  word  of  the  appointment  of  the  conurdttee 
of  which  you  are  Chairman  to  make  recomrf.endations  to  the  Red 
Cross  of  what  is  needed  in  Halifax  for  the  care  of  those 
blinded  in  the  recent  disaster,  and  of  what  steps  the  Red  Cross 
might  take  in  co-operation  with  the  Halifax  Relief  Committee 
in  providing  assistance. 

I have  had  a telegram  from  Mr.  Carstens, 

Mr.  Parsons'  representative  in  Halifax,  asking  authorization  for 
taking  immediate  steps  for  follow-up  work-.^TO  those  patients  who 
need  further  medical  care.  In  Mr.  Persons'  absence  I have  wired 
lur.  Carstens  to  take  such  immediate  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
for  'jhe  prevention  of  blindness,  but  I should  be  much  relieved 
if  you  and  such  otner  American  members  of  the  Committee  as  wish 
to  do  30^  could  visit  Halifax  and  m;ake  rccomm-endation  to  Mr.  Persons 
on  these  first  steps  as  well  as  on  the  whole  program.  It  seems 
tb  me  appropriate  that  as  your  Committee  has  the  whole  field  pa 
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yjjTar  to  study  and  on  which  to  reconmend  action,  it  is  advisable 
that  present  action  should  be  the  object  of  your  recommendation 
as  well  as  future. 

Uay  I add  a word  of  personal  pleasure  be- 
cause of  your  acceptance  of  the  Chairmanship  of  this  Corrm-ittee? 
You  have  a wonderful  opportunity  for  service  and  the  Red  Cross 
owes  you  much  for  your  hearty  willingness  in  undertaking  it. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Director  of  Civilian  Relief. 


V 


COPY  FOR  DR.  AL.LEN 

W.F.P. 


J (Liu-iTy  , , - Jig. 


r.  F »9rd  - . Vin  Clevei,  Prinoip^’, 

-he  A-i.In8titu-e  Tor  the  ^^ucaUcn  of  the  Blind 
Wt'  Aye.  »t  ..4th  -street,  :c.  Y.  C- ty.  ' 


Be«ir  r.  V«n  Cievez- 


I^ttar  Of  Of  your 

you  h.,.  ?4  S.ri^of^L' 

tte.=  r’..„rc;.  Hi"  bVjn’dlr.r?'* 

mu  >.  fiiw“‘’,  °;'  fK?''"'  uurreotly 

^ich  ithis  seeded  ‘ieei raDrrfor''y 

•If.  u.,  outwrit,  °i t"!  Tt  “ 

which  iB  desirable.  *H8urance  of  r- sources 


‘'oriial’y  yours, 

W.  FRANK-  .WER.RnM? 

‘^Irector-weneral,  vuivUi^  Relief. 


SIuIVLD  FOR  ■iR.-’FRcr  frs 
IK  Hlf  AiiSEROE. 
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January  9,1318. 


Dr.  F.  E.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  ^'a8s. 


Dear  Dr.  Allent- 


You  will  be  interested  to  see  the  two  recent 
letters  frorc  Mr.  Van  Gleve,  dated  respectively 
December  ';8th  and  January  third,  of  which  I 
enclose  copies.  1 send  copy  also  of 
my  letter  to  Air.  Van  Gleve  under  this  date, 

I am  leaving  town  today  for  a much 
needed  re.st  and  shall  not  be  at  my  desk 
again  until  next  Monday. 


Enclosures 
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lA  OFFICIO 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAPT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 


Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Boston,  liass. 

Dear  Dr.  Allen: 

As  I ax  just  starting  to  catch  a train  for  New  York  to  bo  absent 
from  the  office  for  three  or  four  days  I am  dictating  only  a line  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  and  thank  you  for  your  very  interesting  letter  of 
January  26th  concerning  the  situation  of  the  blind  in  Halifax. 

With  sincere  appreciation  of  your  services,  I am. 

Cordially  yours. 


Director-General  of  Civilian  Relief. 


cl:.'/hba 


+ 

The  American  Red  Cross 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS 

755  BOYLSTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASS. 


Feoruary  35,1918. 

Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen; 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 

WatertoTO,  Mass. 

My  dear  I4r.  Allen: 

Mr.  Persons  I think  would  be  very  glad  to  have  a 
preliminary  report  from  you.  I had  in  my  mind  the  fact  that 
you  had  already  sent  him  a letter,  but  I have  received  a letter 
from  him  indicating  that  he  has  never  received  a word  from  you. 
About  the  time  that  we  came  back  from  Halifax,  I remember  that 
a good  deal  of  ir.ail  went  astray,  and  your’  letter  may  have  been 
in  it.  I think  his  wonder  is  whether  the  Red  Cross  does  not 
alreadj^  have  the  responsibility  for  present  expenses  of  the  com- 
mittee in  Halifax,  and  whether  there  is  any  plan  for  future 
expenses.  Yfe  have  not  heard  a word  fro;;  that  troubled  city  since 
Dr.  Harvey  went,  except  a telegram  sent  to  someone  that  the 
situation  was  more  encovaraging.  Have  you  heard  anything? 

The  other  medical  clinic  I understand  is  quite  well  estab- 
lished by  the  Medical  Association  work.  liiss  Finkletsein  who  went 
is  in  poor  health,  and  obliged  to  return,  and  Miss  McMahon  has 
been  scurrying  around  trying  to  get  someone  else  willing  to  go, 
whose  nair.e  may  be  suggested.  I remember  in  March  Sir  Frederick 
was  planning  to  come  to  the  States. 

I know  you  will  pardon  me  for  making  this  suggestion  about 
a V(oru  to  Mr.  Persons,  because  I remember  that  you  have  already 
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sent  a word  which  must  have  miscarried. 

Fith  kindest  greetings, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NCW  CNQLANO  DIVISION  HCADQUANTCRS 

JAMES  JACKSON 

otvisioN  MANAOcn  755  SOYLSTON  STREEt 

BOSTON.  MASS 


May  7,  1918. 


Mr.  Ed'-rard  E.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Mass. 


My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Mr.  Pearson  of  the  Halifax  Relief  Commission 
talked  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Pear,  and  told  him  that  the  Com- 
mission now  has  for  the  Relief  in  Canada  $20,000,000,  aside  from 
the  money  that  the  Massachusetts  Public  Safety  , which  I fancy 
must  be  still  about  half  a million. 

Was  I wrong  in  thinking  that  your  report  was  made  on  the 
basis  of  $9,000,000,  available  of  the  $15,000,000  used.  If  so 
I think  you  would  wish  to  make  the  correction. 

I could  it  uncommonlj'  kind  of  you  to  let  me  see  the 
report.  It  was  a great  pleasure  to  consider  it  with  you. 


Director  Civilian  Relief 


THE  American  red  Cross 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS 

JAMM  JACKSOM 

OiVi«K>N  MANAOIR  755  BOYLSTON  STREET 

BOSTON.  MASS. 


May  16,  1918. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Alien, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Watertovm,  Mass. 


My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Mrs.  LoLhrop,  who  is  out  of  to-.m 
for  a few  days,  asks  me  to  acknovjledge  receipt  of 
your  recent  oommuiiication,  and  also  to  tell  you  that 
Mr.  Persons  is  expected  back  in  Washington  about 
J\ine  first. 


Very  truly  yoiirs. 


ivate  Secretary 


The  American  Red  Cross 

..MES  JACK.ON  ENGLAND  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS 

oivictoN  MANAr.««  7SS  BOYLSTON  STREET 

BOSTON.  MASS 


May  29,  1918. 


Mr,  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Maas. 


My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

I have  heard  that  Mr.  Persons  is  due  in  Washington 
June  first,  but  I have  not  yet  had  any  word  direct  from  him, 
however,  that  he  is  in  this  country.  I suppose  undoubtedly 
he  is. 

I hope  you  will  soon  get  a cable  from  your  son, 
announcing  his  safe  arrival. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Edward  E-  Allen, 

Perkins  Institution, 
Watertown,  Mass* 

Aoierican  Red  Cross  Headquarters, 
Washington,  D.  C.  ,Juns  6,  1918* 

Cooie  any  time  next  Monday 
arrive  mornind  or  afternoon* 

agreeable  to  you*  Advise  whether  you  will 

(signed)  Persons 


Form  No.  433 


AMERICAN  RED  CROSS— OFFICIAL  TELEGRAM 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 

CONFIRMATION  CORY 

June  6,1918 

Edrard  V. Allen 
?fatert>Oira  Kassaohusetts 

TVie  Telegraph  Company 

Will  please  transmit  the  following  message  by  telegraph  and  promptly  deliver  the  same  to  the  party 
addressed,  for  and  on  account  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 


OASS  OF  SERVICEJ^ESIRED  ^ ' 

Fail  Day  Meaiaae  ^ 

Day  Latter  v 

Night  Maasaga 

Night  Lettar 

Patrocu  should  iiiaik  an  X oppoate'be 
cUm  of  service  deaired;  OlHQWI^ 

THE  TELEGUM  WIU  BE  TUNSMITTED 
AS  A FAST  DAY  MESSAGE. 

KOL'R  WIRE  COME  AST  TIME 
NEXT  MONDAY  AGREEABLE  TO 
YOU.  ADVISE  US 
WHETHER  YOU  WILL  ARRIVE 
HORSIMG  OH  AETKRJJOOI. 

PERSONS. 

WFB  - o 


1WJ13  March  2*M 


•» 


NATIONAL  OPP/CCRS 

WOODROW  WILSON.  PftESlDCNT 
ROBERT  W.  DE  FOREST.  VICE  PRESIDENT 
JOHN  SKELTON  WILLIAMS.  TREASURER 
JOHN  W.  DAVIS.  COUNSELLOR 
STOCKTON  AXSON.  SECRETARY 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
CHAIRMAN  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HARVEY  O.  GIBSON. GENERAL  MANAGER 


RED  CROSS  WAR  COUNCIL 
•r  AfPOINTHCNr  OP  THE  PHESIOENT  OP  THE  UNI1U  ITATEI 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON,  D,  C. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CIVILIAN  RELIEF 

W.  FRANK  PERSONS.  Director  General 
J.  BYRON  DEACON.  ASSISTANT  DiRCCTOR  General 


HENRY  P.  DAVISON.  CHAIRMAN 
JOHN  D.  RYAN 
CORNELIUS  N.  BLISS.  JR. 
HARVEY  D.  GIBSON 
GEORGE  B.  CASE 

EX  OFFICIO 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 


Dr.  Edward  E.  .Mien, Director, 

The  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Maea.  June  29,  1918 


Dear  Dr.  Allen: 


Is  it  possible  for  you  conveniently 
to  supplement  the  report  of  your  Committee  concern- 
ing the  blind  in  Halif.ax  by  sending  soon  the  follow- 
ing information: 

1.  A copy  of  Mis.s  Rand's  report 

2.  The  carc^ which  she  has  filled 
out  for  each  of  those  inoividuals 
whom  you  would  think  proper  sub- 
jects for  such  training  as  is  rec- 
ommenaed  in  your  report. 

I shall  be  very  glad  if  these  cards 
may  come  marked  as  follows; 

(a)  Mark  by  the  letter  A when  the 
subject  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
probable  "resident  child  pupil". 

(b)  Mark  with  aletter  B when  the 
subject  is  considered  aet  a probable 
candidate  ee  "man  shop  pupil". 

(c)  Mark  by  C when  tht;  subject  is 
a probable  candidste  as  a "woman 
school  or  shop  pupil". 

(d)  Mark  by  D when  the  candidate 

is  a probable  "pupil  for  home  teach- 
ing". 

(e)  Mark  By  E when  the  subject  is 
a probable  n ember  of  the  sight-sav- 
ing class  in  the  public  school. 
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(f)  Mark  by  F when  the  subject  is 
a probable  worker  under  eupervisicn 
for  wages,  which  should  be  augmented. 

This  will  be  a very  great  help  in 
thinking  on  this  subject  and  in  enabling  me  to  present 
the  matter  for  appropriate  attention. 

With  cordial  personal  regard,  1 am. 


WFP  in 


Sincerely  yours. 


Director  General 


MO.  *4 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

WOODROW  WILSON.  PRCSIDCNT 
ROOERT  W.  OE  FOREST.  Vlce-Pl?K8lOKNT 
JOHN  SKELTON  WILLIAMS,  TRCASURCR 
JOHN  W.  DAVIS,  COUNSELLOR 
STOCKTON  AXSON.  SECRETARY 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
CHAIRMAN  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HARVEY  D.  GIBSON.  OENCRAL  MANAGER 


Dr.  Edwaril  E.  Allen, 
Perkine  Inetlfcufce  fo 
Wnfcertown,  Maes, 


+ 

The  American  Red  Cross 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CIVILIAN  RELIEF 
W.  FRANK  PERSONS.  OlftCCTOH  Genmai 
J.  BYRON  DEACON.  Assistant  Director  Gcnehal 


the  Blind, 


RED  CROSS  WAR  COUNCIL 

•r  ARROINTRINT  OF  THt  fRCJIOMT  Of  THE  UR.TIO  iTATfJ 

HENRY  P.  DAVISON.  Chairman 
JOHN  O.  RYAN 
CORNELIUS  N.  BLISS.  JR. 

HARVEY  D.  GIBSON 
GEORGE  B.  CASE 

EX  OFFICIO 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 
ELIOT  WADSWORTH 

July  12,1918. 


My  dear  Dr.  ^Hen;- 


On  behalf  of  Mr.  Persons  may  I acknowledge 
your  latter  of  the  9th  ins  t. , trsnsmi  tting  the  copy  of 
Miss  Rand's  letter  to  you  of  April  11th,  the 

report  of  the  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  - April  30 
to  May  14,  inclusive.  This  will  acknowledge  also 
with  many  thanks  the  receipt  of  the  set  of  Miss  Rand's 
study  cards,  unmarked. 

Mr.  Persons  is  spending  this  entire  week 
in  an  important  conference  We  with  the  Division  Directors 
of  L>ivilian  R.elief,  who  are  here  from  all  quarters  of  the 
oountiy.  Ag  gQQjj  sessions  adjourn,  your  letter 

and  the  enclosures  will  be  «lled  to  his  attention. 


CANADIAN  PACIFIC  R’Y.  CO.’S  TELEGRAPH 

TELEGRAM 


PABLti  CONNECTIONS  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD 

j.  McMillan,  Manaoor  Talographa.  MontreaL 


2S  kd  13  cli^lect  Ui  2is  Ans 
3X  Boston  Hass 
Mr  Edward  Al^n 

Care  American  iied  Cross 
iialifax  Hotel 
Halifax  i;  S 


„ v.ic-iTt  fill  report  lialifax 

Yonrs  received  leave  Boston  .uosl.c.^  . £ 


Hotel  on  arrival 


lotta  S Tand 


9am 


^ diAyt,  %ou  CdJLu^  ■ 0 • /,  V 

0.4^  \::r/tJtctXyU.,^.Jf^  7u«-^ 
'iA/^AAA.-<yu(^  ^ffyu  / lV" 

(Rj^oL  t^C/ZyO  >KTQ.-/24a-'  — 

<^>0  CMyLTL^O'y-^.jt  ’^JL.dL-  Oy.^lCc^^ 

A-/.  cAx-c^.  >-ia  ouziuZcCt^ 

^ 4/.  »v„^ 

Vk^  /^^*^  ^ 

^ AX  >v&^  .z;;. 


/O' ^ ^ A^  , Q^CA^  j 

^ I OA^lA..Ji_,  3 O'^  * 

JlAJy^t^AyU-  i %U^  :2^_^u,rrJc^ 

j ^ \\y%yrJL.  ^^'^''^y'L.^ZJULy^ 

O^AA^eL  WvL/tL /^.Z^  9 

^vu^  )TA^ 

^ A^il^Z^^iZ^  ^ 

W4-  iJ-O^  0^^  'iCtW. 

S.  • fLLA.t^  , yU.  ?-^<.-4u^  /I. 

W)/^  l>^y<y^^cJU.,CJL  ~ (XaaJL^  ’W<Ay^ 

<H.,yU.C  La^  -4/t^  oLryut^  — 

5^  ^ ^ 4;^ 

^'^<--lyyyUA.  (Wy^U.^ 

->^  a^  j^OcCu.  py>.y-^ 

It  iCZ^  A 

3^'\AUAZLjt  ^ -^-tAyy^  £3  Ay  fZukjUn^,^,^ 


/L<-W>vn,  - l'{^\UU 

^rvuv  ■^■'Kt^.^JL  M^«-WTjt--oC 

aa^ 

e2.  • J d , ©"/V  (LLuxJal^^^  2^ 

(\CvUA^LA,.Cr^^t^  e<^  JjlT  >v<L-^ 

ir*-<Ak.  )r<'  Ax  Vyi-0  U-rtl4;;' 

J7iU^ 

yJUL^  Oo  uM^cC^  ■ ■ 

^■^-''^xt-9^*  . xt-iX-.  A_  l^L/X^ 

r.  >u^  ^ 


yirs^JL  ^ijXjU 
>^-4^  ^a^cx 
^-US^ryU  ~ kr^U-t.  ^tyi^ 

'•>'-'-d-»-i^  ■^-A-O'T^  cLrrUL.  0\^  '^T.-t-t,^  '^*''»'*-W>x.,.»tX_ 

^ •7'^hC^  ::^  ^ 

^ <^-UkJU^  aMZ  cL^  Li^ 

^ Co-v^  zAJl  tJ'' 

ZTZ^  CUJUyC  ^ 

w ^fU-yyySy  ZTZZr^ 

ttST^  *.  ^Jrk^ 

b/  0 - oObY  Twbt  .b^bW-  i.  « <a  J.  J 


-Vv«t-. 


^ZZtZ''^  "^'b-v^bV^  ZZzZz 

Zr^  ■ ‘bbbbt.  ><b<r  %ZZt.ck_ 


'i/'~yK^i—  *''''j''*'''^i---1^''*^^  "*  ^'/'H'«_-£,-<j2^ 

_ (''l.-O.-U^  U-g  2^  i^WXC.  -.f 

^ I^L  '-et^Z^  ^ !fc^-  /^vwvj  £4^ 

'Tzy^^  ^ iWo 

_ Div-t-a^  k>L^fuC>-^ 

^ -1.-Cwc.»i,,<^  -C^ 


>1' 


J-cVv  'hry4ji^  ■<<'t-t^ 


%jUL^y^/\^  aXw-'T-T^  ■CtuLZi  0^—0 

■^Cyt^^U-  d-yW.^-'a^  ^^^jLLZ,J,■^^ 

y'^-^'-a-^.X^  -^-l”  (^_y>-..»-t»  -r  t.  f_i  _ 

^ “ifJ-c.^.^, t^cluL^  oli?" 

fcU^JLjL^-r^^CLJL^  ^^'^^t^zC!x• 
^)Wc Jo'  ^ 

( ^ yt/{^  -X/4>c  ^y7i,-*c-£- 

-t/-C  C-£x'v^,,c-t^  (HrC/u  ^^-66/l/t-«<^ 

Ajt  CU^  d-yu-^Cu^^c^  Irr. 

•U-»<W  >>^^’ 

^ C-<fc-vt^  <n'<^  iCC^  WV  - 

■)»,  , J/  j 

- <.t.<-6^  <W^  X/Z 

Ivo  ^ 'c-*  f-A-C-^Ci,^. 


y- 


yKTL^U,  I j d\-o 

^ '■  ^ ;5  <^>.<t-v-i^  i'^€^-JL  -<4)  — 

/frwvo^  ^ ^t^-  v,^  i,-  <j^ 

^ >w  A/t^  A-tZ-yvr-eu^ 

0^<=L  CU^<>JUJL-U. 

>L^  4...-6c^  _ 

>>.rWL . J)  ^ 

^ 9.,rn^  ^ 

^ tx-o  >1^^^  4.^1^ 

vi/vo-4^  ^ ^ 

U-  ,J  ' .xt^  ^'U-ff'Tiyi,.^ 

w ^'*- 

tijJ  **  i ~ ’ 


H/v^U 


?Vl.»<i-'£''»nr'>i  ^ / >v^  ^^t-'’^'^'t't- 

M ^-rv»^  ^S'>t^  v3>u^.c^,,4.A..,i.-.L^  iH- 

^ U-oT^  2't-<'too  ^iS-z^ 

iLt/VvV-  L\./t^  yy\J  A>t-C-  '^yyi  j 

I 


■<  '7l 

^ ^ -.  Ovu.^6^  ‘yi’^ 

'l^-f'-CC^y.  7z/uio  ^ ('i-0 

Ao  'V'  4^^  tf^^<;UU.-Jy>^  fufo 

^ AU^oUy^.4..U^  %-r>JLj^  -CU^  (h-^ 

4^/1^  O-nTTzA-c^  ; A\-c.  — 

- Wu/u  ^ 

']  ^ rW/vUX.  'X<-:  /<4^  . Qju_^y^^ 

f'iw<A-o  UmJIU^  0^ 

A W/ix^  oU  hi.^.  d.  /l,  ) i-t, 

'I  <U.cy^^U^  /r-Lc^ 

/l^U-e^  4W  ^/)^^  y ^ i:cv^  tr 

^ ^ y ^Ayu  ^ '\JL4LcAy...T.JT_^ 

1^  'A-v»<— 

' /UhC.  ^ 

4c.  ^ V- 

isx^  ^ 

W,  ^ /_ 

4 ^ .:d-uyO  - _ 

^ u*»o  ^ flu-vt/c.  a-C,<y^i.-/V^  c>C4-<_  -4^5 

^/**'  ^ (Ry.^d^  Cy.^y\^  \)  ^/UL/~  ^4yv»*  fl-A-VKX*^  ^•t-»-jra-j 

p "Laj^  / rt,..'^  — ’ 

5 VW>^  ■ “^rj  ^TT\<  >y\\2-  ViA-C  ■^Tc-tVt.  >.-A-t-»-«_  \? 


I 

I 


veto.  4tU,  1918 


T.  3.  Hofiera,  Mftq., 


Cnairi.ian,  Ooimalssion  for  Halifax  Hellfif 
■ B Halifax,  K.  B. 


Dni\r  tllt:- 


Tnrouit^n  sir  l^redoriclc  ifrasor  of  the  Blind  Roliof 


CoiiuniXleo  I team  that  you  winh  to  hoar  frow  mo  in  ro^ard  to 

a 

tl  slinio  oituation. 


^When  on  January  i2th  I naa  aoxod  to  oono  to  Halifax 


tho  idea  was  to  have  a rowiarly  eatabiianod  oyo  ciinio  under 
a Oovnrniaent  aupointod  oouliat  onon  all  day  and  every  day  where 
exploHion  victijiB  could  come  as  their  rinht  for  free  treatment, 
refraction  and  oo  forth.  If  finch  a ciinio  could  have  been 

a 

organized  soon  after  the  exnlosion  it  wlRht  have  been  a rr«at 
help.  How  it  is  sixty  days  since  the  explosion  and  the 
situation  has  chan/ted.  Many  of  the  cases  have  been  seen  by 
some  local  oculist  and  are  either  under  treatnent  from  tfseu  or 
have  been  told  that  nothin/-:  more  could  bo  done  for  them. 

However,  there  are  still  some  who  need  follow— ip  work,  to  be 
refracted  for  eye  /tlasses,  etc.  These  arc  lar/^ely  people 
who  did  not  realize  th®  importance  of  correctly  fitted  /anaees 
to  save  strain  and  protect  wmt  sl/dit  remains.  nome  have 
said  that  they  have  had  flrnt  aid  only  in  a hospital  or  infirmary 


and  did  not  fo«l  tnrnnnelTnn  irivato  patlenta  or  at  iiborty  to 
oonmilt  the  ocullnt  wno  had  attended  then  at  the  hospital. 
Others  were  afraid  of  Incurring  an  exnenae  they  could  not  meet. 

J^or  the  reason  of  leavixu;  no  stone  unturned  by 
offering  every  opportunity  to  the  explosion  vlctiiis,  whou  we 
may  not  yet  have  reached  In  full,  It  would  seem  advisable  to 
continue  the  free  clinic  at  the  Ochool  for  the  Blind,  to 
advertise  same  in  papers  that  will  roach  people  removed  from 
Halifax  to  nearby  looalitles  and  to  try  and  foQlow  up  patients 
to  see  that  they  carry  out  treatment  recoruaended  by  oculist. 

Two  points  stand  out  clearly. 

1st. That  the  clinio  and  every  item  of  exi^ense  pertainlry? 
to  the  eye  injury  should  be  absolutely  free  to  explosion 
victims  and  that  it  whouid  be  in  no  sense  refjardod  by  them  or 
anyone  else  as  a oharity. 

iind.That  oculist  on  service  at  the  olihio  should  be 
paid  for  his  sorvlcen. 

A syr.>pathetloally  conducted  clinic  seems  also 
necessary  for  the  hotter  undorstandinf:  of  the  patients  with 
seriously  impaired  vision  for  whom  after  care  alonr;  the  lines 
Of  education  and  industrial  trainlry;  will  be  necessary. 

About  elKhty  uatlontn  attended  the  clinio  for 


T.c.n 
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three  flays  It  was  open.  Patients  were  rorerred  hack  to  the 
OCTilist  who  had  treated  them  in  the  hospital  or  private  orfioe. 

Those  havim;  no  oculist  were  referred  to  the  local  doctor  on 

u 

service  that  afternoon  with  Dr.  rtlrlimi.  The  m.lority  of 
oases  'Ure  referred  for  refraction  and  eye  classes.  • These 
canes  MMte  ,'roved  the  worth  and  denirahility  of  the  clinic. 

It  Should  he  homo  in  mind  that  thf^re  is  a very  stronc 
foe ilaut  axis tinr,  ar.ionr;  tho  eye  surfororn  to  have  the  advice  of 
an  outside  specialist.  v^mther  they  would  ho  satisfied  unless 
they  do  is  a question  I do  not  feel  cor. potent  to  deton.iine. 


Q 

0 


Very  truly  yours, 


^jULi,  K,  ■ — 

(huLLZM.c^ 

Jy>-U\^  yWH/i/  > 


y^  ^ <ry^  iif-  i^r-tx^  i^  'eu.CtX.  ^ 
f\>  y , n.  4^^ 

^ >d>r 

J 1<A.^-  U-^ 

^(>Ua>uC^L^  ^,^u.^CuulcJL. 

r^_- 

u ^ .4^- 


\'\AA^  CT^  "^Xy  \j^i^~r^  0 ‘ cJL-f/'e-J^ 

^^rru^Lj,  \?  'it'0-<^<J'  Oo^-ac^ 

(^^ucJL  “^C 

/^  Cn^ui.^  i~c  tZ^k^,^ 

'^'t/i>  C^-^'-'t^LcA-c-e-^  T-i-  yvhx^rJL  a'y~iy>^ 

^ A,  ^ yi-c^tZ<X*  - ^ 

a:  • -tA;!  ^ 

UW-  - Ax  Cxrfi^  AxixJ^  ^ - 

:<  <w^  W-dxC  ^5r>T>U  - 

^ WUx  -^etx^J  ^^-.Otxvt^  2ww  9U 

Wcuv^ 

'^-♦vtx^  ^ '^'^CZ.  Ax4^^3~ 

^^,Lxftx4.  UJixC  W.lx^  •^'<-<5-^ 

-U  >(UxC*  i^Axc-^Ox^  /Z-^^ 

^ , Ar  (AM^ 

_ Axt^  ^ 

l-wiL 


^oul-c^  ‘M,-< — 

— X?  c4-ci  t.^'U-o.-uc*^  >-^-0 

AW- 

fi^ui,-t-  cA-a>  lo-x-c-c-t-^* 

^ -ca^  A- 


^ V 

^^'TTO-aL-C 


Oo- b Vuuy  tyjU^  ^rv 

O/v-t-  (Xj^  (^  ^ 

A"'  - >M,vvvrs^  Vv  y~yiut^ 
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Admiration  For  the  Eye 
SpecialistsofHalifax 


February  4. — Dr.  J. 

V*  fit  { n *«  - _ • - • 


W.  StIrlluK.  a noood  eye  tperiai-, 
let  of  Montreal,  vlio  ha«  been  in 
Halifax  for  gome  daye,  left  by  the 
Maritime  Express  yesterday  to  re- 
turn. He  was  in  this  city  to  gee 
if  he  could  be  of  servlre  in  tho  slttu- 
gtion  following:  the  dlseater.  Speak- 
ing: with  The  ETcnJn*  Mall.  Dr. 
Stirling  sold  he  found  the  surgeons 
■K  Halifax  had  the  situation  wail 
in  hand  from  tht-  beginning.  Every- 
hlng  had  been  done  . that  it  wag 
ilble  to  aoconiplJgh.  and  there 
nothing  to  express  but  ad- 
tion  for  the  wav  In  whieU 


f’  ^'^ff^oltylS^mett^ 


cutties.  Nowj  that  a clinic  had 
beep  establish  ^ at  the  School  for 
the  Blind,  tile  work  would  go  on 
still  more  effac  ivab-.  and  with  yet 
more  satiafecto  y re6ult6  to  those 
wboeo  eyes  nmulre  treatment. 
'Allow  me  to  repeat.”  said  Dr. 
Stirling,  "that  C’P  doctors  of  Hali- 
fax met  the  oltnatlon,  so  suddenly 
thrust  upon  fbina.  in  the  most 
splendid  and  succesaful  way.” 

Dr.  Stirllp.g  Ig  a son  of  Mr.  Stirl- 
ing who.  many  years  ago.  was 
rasbier  of  the  old  Union  Bank  of 


Halifax. 


Idward  E.  AlleOj 
PerK.ins  Institution, 
Viatertoiffn,  Mass. 

Clinic  situation  a 
more  hopeful.  Working 
&il  parties. 


little  more  encouraging.  Co-operation 
basis  notyet  fully  agreed  upon  between 


(signed)  L.  Band. 


COPY. 

February  1918. 

Halifax  Hotal 

Halifax,  Canala,  Sunaay 


My  aear  Mr.  Allen:- 

You  know  froE  Sir  Freierick'a  wire  that  the  situation 
in  regara  to  the  clinic  took  an  unexpectedly  hopeful  turn  late  Sat.  aft. 

Just  exactly  what  the  outcome  will  be  is  yet  to  be  agreed  upon.  It 
looks  now  as  if  a consulting  clinic  will  be  open  at  the  school  under  local 
oculists  certain  aays  ana  hours  each  week. 

Dr  Mather  and  Dr  Doull  were  on  service  Eat.  aft.  with  Dr  Sterling  al- 
tho'  Dr  Mather  was  not  due  till  Monday.  We  had  not  been  inforffed  that  it 
would  be  Dr  Sterlings  last  day,  as  the  agreement  was  to  conauct  the  clinic 
4 days,  ana  Sat.  was  only  the  third  day. 

Dr  Mathers  took  me  aside  and  expressed  regret  at  the  nature  of  the 
meeting  of  all  the  oculists.  I frankly  tola  him  it  was  one  of  the  most 
unpleasant  meetings  I had  ever  attended.-  That,  after  all  we  had  one  ob- 
ject in  common  - the  saving  of  sight.  He  also  said  Dr  Sterling  was  feel- 
ing very  much  hurt  because  Sir  Frederick  had  not  attended  any  of  the  clin- 
ics, whereas  we  had  felt  it  strange  that  Dr  Sterling  had  neither  callea  on 
nor  telephoned  Sir  Frederick.  Another  misunderstanding.  Sir  Frederick 
felt  he  should  not  be  the  one  to  go  after  Dr  Sterling  considering  the  way 
he  had  been  treated.  Dr  Mathers  promiised  to  arrange  it  all  between  Dr 
Sterling  and  Sir  Frederick. 

As  it  happened,  Capt  Anarews  phonea  me  asking  if  he  coula  bring  up  his 
list  from  the  Mil,  Med.  Relief.  I told  him  that  he  first  must  consult 
with  Sir  Frederick  ^ then  I would  be  glad  to  see  him.  It  endea  by  his 
bringing  Col.  Bell  They  came  at  just  the  right  time  when  Dr  Sterling,  Dr 
Mathers  and  Dr  Doull  were  there.  Sir  Frederick  had  conferences  with  them 
ana  matters  arranged  themselves  a little  more  hopefully. 

When  Dr  Sterling  said  good-bye  to  me  he  saia  "These  men  are  going  to 
be  good  now"  Said  laughingly  before  Dr  Mathers,  Capt  Andrews  & Col  Bell 
(but  of  course  meaning  the  local  oculists) 

Sir  Frederick  and  I felt  a little  lighter  hearted  and  that  our  Sunaay 
would  be  a more  restful  day. 

Dr.  Mathers  told  me  I was  "a  brick"  to  come  up  here,  so  perhaps  we 
can  do  more  to  help  the  eye  injury  cases  by  all  pulling  together. 


c 


We  are  not  out  of  the  v»ooq8  yet  or  have  a smooth  ana  clear  road  aheaa 
but  at  least  the  air  seems  a little  more  clear. 

Public  opinion  ana  attitude  of  the  Commisaion  may  have  been  largely 
tacit  of  this  change,  I fancy  but  am  not  sure  of  it. 

Anyway  after  my  aiscouraging  letter  of  Friday  night  I felt  I must 
write  even  this  vague  encouragement. 

No  train  out  of  Halifax  Sunday,  as  you  Know,  otherwise  1 would  have 
written  Sat.  night.  I aid  not  wire  you  as  Sir  Freiericfe  said  he  woula 
do  so. 

In  answer  to  Mrs  Lothrops  request  for  me  to  wire,  I will  just  wire 
that  situation  in  regard  to  clinic  is  a little  more  encouraging.  I am 
not  writing  her  as  you  said  you  would  report  to  the  Rea  Cross. 

Have  you  any  suggestions? 

From  a newspaper  clipping  sent  by  a Boston  friend  I notice  that 
both  PerKins  & the  Commission  have  been  cut  by  the  Ways  & Means  Committee.. 
Too  bad. 

Sincerely  yours 
(Signed)  Lotta  S.  Rand 
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^itxx. 

'yvL^t'i^L-  — <y  ^ /)  o ^ f 

yy\yLA-  ''1<-L.(xyx~  Vl^  1/7^.^j\j  C/7  - 

/' / rZ^  I 'Cvy.yl^  ^''Z''i''7'T'T_ 

L-r^nnxyZcL  -UxZ  1^-U.U-J- 

'^"2^  --d-s  ‘Z^ot.-i.^  i'l^'t.^t^- 

^ iU 

^ 

^ ^ c^. 

U- _ ^(L^  1','y-au^  5,^ 

^ ?We_ 

fWcl 

. . <iU^ 

^ ^ roo-wL  n,^_  ^ 

’^'-'t^dn-M.-ld-  A,^VT_-t,.vTi^  ^’^-CcT 

^ CX^  /./^sT  4-< 


•9^ 
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Oo'v-u  ^^-yi't^cL'^.-iU-'t^ 

fj^  t,  o^^|4a^  Ot^  cC  ’^^^^.^^y^,<>.,,a-^^  - 

^ oC^  ^7  ct^ 

pn  vT^  ^^ctuu^  tic 

(l^--'tyU.^^^^  0^  Wuj__  >v4,.^ 

fUx^cL  n^^oL^Ji^  ^ 

y^u\^ 

c^‘^-<U-Z_  cf. 


40^  >>r^^V4r^‘5^^ 


r'»'J!>-^ 


‘ ‘ ‘ .5v  rAJir«r^ 
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Total  Registration....  6?3 


Unaar  6 years 

6 - 20 

21  - 40 

41  - 6.0 

Over  6c 

Age  net  stated 


TOTALLY  OR  PRACTICALLY  BLINP. 


Males.  Poir.ales. 

of  age 1 2 

4 6 

5 10 

! ’ ‘ 3 0 

1 C 

n 

Total 14  IS 


Total . 


5 

10 

15 

3 

1 

0 


32 


BOTH  EYES  DOUBTFUL. 


Under  6 years  of  age 

6 - 20 

21  - 40 

41  - 60 

Over  60 

Age  net  stated 


Total 


Males . 

Percales. 

Total 

0 

1 

1 

5 

12 

15 

8 

23 

31 

. 3 

0 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

2 

4 

41 

58 

1 


ONE  EYE  DOUBTFUL. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

IlnriAT  fi  VRflrs  of*  ace*  . . 

5 

12 

17 

ftO 

, . . 14 

22 

36 

01  - 40 

62 

75 

41  fiO 

28 

39 

Over  60,,,,,,^.,^ 

1 

1 

Age  not  stated 

2 

3 

Total 44  127  171 


Males 


Females 


Total.  ^ 


OV\e  Ui/yl  o'fl/^‘7  ' 

WIia  ^no\A^  OX. 


Ta-Ul 

'^1 

ilM 

H 1 

/zy 

^ y°“  consider  our  special  si^ht-savinu  clinic  or 

both  olinios,  have  been  worth  while?  ’ ^ 

2,  Why  did  Dr*  Harvey  leave  so  soon? 

5.  Why  is  Dr*  McDonald  to  return? 

4*  Why  did  Dr*  Sterling  favor  the  re-opening? 

slblUti*!/'’  bo*. 

6.  Are  you  still  working  on  sight-saving  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent? 

* Are  you  making  the  studies  on  cases  brought  to  the  school  by  your 
one  nurse,  or  in  their  homes?  ^ your 

8.  Wheo  do  ,od  ojpeot  to  finish  snoh  noostlonal  stud,  as  oan  bs  nroo 

" Lnllb  *0'^  = . *fcen  sra  ,o«  hopln, 

9*  What  are  the  present  numbers  of  the  blinded  etc  ? 

10.  To  .hat  ontsot  did  pobUo  opinion  sseo  to  be  ,1th  sir  rrsderlok  in 
his  and  our  signt-savina  plans?  eaerioK  in 


■ ' / 


/r  /f 

C^  ^ >u^  /U^  ^ 

IUa^  ^ 

Cu^i^JL  -LvC  h>cl^-- 

yy^^"  - 

^ n^^iryL.  Mz  (UxA^^ 

V yy>4^.^'  hi^2  %u-&LutLAX  ^^ZcticY 

^ hJZ7' 

\ 'ku.cU^^  /ZcLi<y 

^ ^7  S4<^U. 

• -«il-n^  fVL*J.J^  ^\^.,  <_  >Trt_ 

'J.'j.  eU,p^  „ ■m^  c-nruu:c 

’ n'''  ' ^“'■'^'^  ' 


i<: 


<» 


9 ‘1 


i 


••  4 


Mgrnh  l''itn,  191«, 


'(iTo  Kathf'rino  Hcs’^ihon, 

/.iiir*rA<jfi.ii  uofl  r;r<;n«., 

Do'iton,  ?lanB. 

ir  ’fa'fa^on:-  - 

9 

Tfi-i  BntJio.TPd'  tfiMulHtlon  of  p.yn  onnon  rr-^n  oiilv 

'^9  ^ouac{  fiirUcB  It,  j fov  ^,y\p  du*".*?  on  ”?iioti 
^'•aiiy  io  nnrd^y  narn  to  r.ivo  on* 
nnntnrn  fin  tiio'  itofroo  of  vinsoii  nJiaTu;f»n  oonnt.fi^o'f.i’f,  p 
cifiMifioation  if  tHlr'^n  todny  r/ouin  differ  f-roTii  f.nn  ono 
Mfidfi  ITU*,  07'.  ^ffiron  Ttn. 

'C\7fi  miMiinr  of  hiinn  or  orT.c’‘lOf>.lly  biiT’i  *tiii 
I f#ar,  in  *:ho  fUi'il  .'inniynin  ijo  oonni(i«rnhly  r,vp.''*nT, 

.^nnt  \fh-it  turn  tn«  ••f)ou^t^ul■  ''yon  t.njto, 

whotn-'r  for  tn^  Uottor  or  rno  vrornn,  xz  m tjiuofiniuio  nt 
t>iin  Unto  to  ntHt.o. 

”^0  ronortn  nt,  fir^t  of  th”  larf:«  rujohorn  totally 
^Inlo'i  flon))t.l''nn  arono  fmn  tho  nnnv  roooivinn  in^tdrlon  in 
tho  rnrlon  of  tii'*  '*yo.  not  fiffootinn:  nif^-t  Irtt  r-oonnltatify  " 
'‘y'^  banda^on;  tb"  oynr?  tor-yornrily  irrir.at''fi  y opoko, 
powior,  ftUMt,  or,o.,  and  thn  front  nany  ojio  oyo  oTniuioationn . 

It  in  not  aliniyn  rofiil/,ori  or  rorjotiiiorod  ’■.bat  tbo  rof'iovnl  of 


oil'’  fiy«,  yft-ipTo  ♦Ti'’  otH^v  on«  r^r.-’lnn  norriril  nnor*  not  c:oii- 
'itltnt'*  hilnflnoon. 

noT»  ono  nootn  ranny  r.'’oplo  cn  tho, v'»ririnr 
a hanrtajrn  ovr.n  ono  oyo,  ?inrt  in  constantly  r'niiufi'iii  or  th'? 
larr«  nunb«r  ^(^.o  mifforofT  cyn  in, jury  in  non*!  rroat^'r  or 
icnflnr  aerr<'o.  "oiiortn  from  rnrnon,  ocullntr  .ano  natlpntn 
tn'irenelvofi  ahon  tint,  rortnnatcly  the  in.l’iry  has  not  alwa’/n 
’Tovcfl  to  b«  of  a ’jornanont  nature. 

?»»raonQll.v  T feel  th'ft  finny  '/‘ople  nnr'rorin-'*  rron 
ay**  tn.1nrl''n  iPint  have  left  ?miifnx,  an  1 that  tTi'^.  total  loan 
of  nl/'ht  remiitim'  froM  the  'Jecenber  6th  explo-ion  .'ill  n'>vor 
bn  available. 

The  five  Aill  time  and  one  half  tine  nnro'»n  vinited 
■aiM  revi.eitefi  eye  iinfferern  to  nee  that  no  decree  of  fil/:ht 
no  far  an  conih  bn  heine<l  rihould  be  lost  heoanne  of  xrnoranoe 

4 

or  Inattention  on  tlie  nart  of  natientn  th'*f’eelven . 

Th‘'  Inportnroe  of  mtnhni  care  of  on<*  even  c.anen 
'■'an  '.irred.  [f  r,r.n  oc’tlifi*  nilvleeci  refractinn  *o  renovn 
eye  Rtrain  <'ii  the  rerialninf  '»ve,  tb'’  norn''n  followed  it  nr 
to  5i«e  th'it  tliM  patient  nnderntood  and  carried  out  diveotlon. 

Tiie  npeoial  eye  clinic  opened  at  tho  fvsnool  I'or  the 
Pllr.d  flrnt  ''ith  pteritnr  oi'  'fontra.al  and  later  vitn 


J)r.  an  oonnuitiantn  '*Mn  vor^.h  an  ai'^orainr': 

OOT13  Ap«ix— fin'J  pe'ifj'i  or  f.iln'i  to  i-)«opl«t  anxioiia  to  be 
ro%'?8iiro<l  trr  t n\nry%hXnr.  poonible  K'lrr  boinr  bono  or  oven 
tv.at/jptbin. > nor»»  oouin  be  'ton''.  /itnourb  no  r''rrsin*inr 
it  ttiM  ollnlfi  c-iv\y  people  ’•'^re  t*irn”'1  in  tbe  m\y 
it  ciono. 

t fvw  no-,  tryin/:  to  r.''t  Trov.  tb'»  oeuiietn  the 
’'iRion  eorreotecl  by  eye  flnofior*. . 
neverr.l  oi*  the  younrter  blind  children  hav**  already 
:e  echor.i  for  the  blind. 

Ttie  blind  tnM<5n'*r  :'ron  th'>  school  in  vimtinr 
blinded  ndnitn  in  their  h.owen  be'-iiinin."  their  re~''d'inntion 
In  the  touch  nyetoM. 

it  ntill  contirpien  reriarhabi?  the  fortitude  trlth 
'vhiGh  HO  ia-iiiy  are  be-irir/'  the  partial  or  entire  lone  of 
nirht.  Jt'rei'hiliy  naipf  of  '’xrionion  vietlnr  have  not 
y'’t  iltlly  amilre’ie.d  to  the  realisation  of  all  the}'  h.av'>  lost. 

"!)'•  nrobier.;  of  rdiockefS , nhattared  nerven  or  iiental 
oondition  reiaiitiiif’;  fron  the  *!lnanter  l-oVn  an  if  it  ’-’onld 
bo  0 nerionf!  one. 

tr.  !tn:)onald,  the  n''nrolorir(t  from  Provideneo , n.i. 
m h''re  treitin/-;  nerve  cenen. 


- >4 


I -UJ  rxlr.o  at  vork  on  :in  etluontlonal  ajv!  vocational 
atu-ly  for  T,r,  ^iion,  it  tjot.  iooK'«»  an^by  tho  ir-t  or  15th 
of  r anaii  have  ,xn0  as  far  r^ith  this  atnhy  as  pronent 

oormitions  julov,  aiul  trvit  i shaii  th-n  ho  tunUm-  faoo 

hoi4«v'arfi  T/ni<!h  t»ui  orinr;  .w  ahwjt  nv  to  tha  ti^o  orirlriaiiy 
net.  ^ 

?oor  ’rniifftv  m try  in/:  to  rehuiid  Uh  pom-'s  under 
woHt  ti-yiiu.  wonthor  coniiitionn.  the  Kost  severe  winter 
here  for  fouiteen  yearn, 

’Vith  kind  re/tnrds  to  you  and  Krn.  lothrop,  i a», 

V»r2^  sincerely  yours. 


oLutx^.  C{,LILuou  ■ ^ 

^ j^yi^  (^.-1^  -^,7  tfty-  >Si^^  9 

* /V.  '~ 

(iLLAr<A>Lj^  Ua^ 

^OLy  Ua^  ipOiAjt^  . yiA^a-l^yxA.,^.x^  >S 

W ^ ^ ^tAU,^  U.O  ^laTIIL 

u^  axA^oC^  uJaT 

/tijr 

>-y^txA.A..tJ^  (TA,  ArW-  ^ 

7 ^ 'Wa.  r<^  ^ 

^rvuii  \.^  y^xX  W,V 
r^  ‘loov,^  r^  CX^  ^ 


(H-kM  oC  J^vt^- 

(^  (A>^ot_  Cv^  XjLu-uJ.^^  Ck^ 
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yt\A^  ^ i_ 
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^ W^- 
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^ ‘ ^ 
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Ww  ^ 
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cru^ 
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WK^r 

^ &^cLu..u^  tUK  W <4^  ('. 

' L^-d  _izr 


r,  J ^ *''*''*^  - 


yv-ru^  U (Pi^jLy. 

A-  'C'r-^  V-T-^Ct— ir^  dLci'\UL^ 

^ l.nrc>%>^  ^ ^ Ot/v\^  /-r-  (X4^J" 

A^  6v-  ^Vv-t-cA^  'y*'y^^>L.JU  iwtl_ 

^■‘fi-Cu-C  tiyZ^  A-o  Un'xM^ 

(Uoj^  W 4t,  24^ . 

J 0^^  Vw>-  ^ -6r 

'>''■^'-<>04^  v}  nuU^.^ji_j^ 

^ Vv^v--V-  -9  /»  /9  / V 

%-nM^  ^ ^ 
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^ ru^uu,^'  V n / 

^ ^ Uru^  ^ 

>i,-  <i^ 
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-'1  VV' 
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^ A,<.£t-e.y\X.^_Jx. 


2--; 
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E.  E.  Allen,  Bsq- , Supt., 

Perliins  Inrjtitute  for  the  Blind, 

V/atertovrn , Mass. 

Dear-Mr.  Allen , 

Thank  you  very  nuch  for  your  letter  of  the  3rd  inst. , which 
came  like  a pleasant  Hew' Year’ grectins  fror.  an  absent  friend. 

I shall  set  to  work  on  the  sketch  early  next  week.  Just 
now  I am  hard  pressed  to  get  everything  in  shape  for  our  annual 
meeting  next  Monday  and  have  very  little  time  for  other  vrork. 
However,  after  the  14th  I shall  have  plenty  of  time  at  my  dis- 
posal for  a few  days  and  shall  forward  you  the  manuscript  in 
duplicate  as  you  requested  in  your  previous  letter.  I trust  my 
experiences  may  be  of  assistance  to  your  Committee. 

llovf  as  to  your  query  regarding  suggestions  in  the  \rorc^  of 
reconstruction  at  Halifax,  I hesitate  to  offer  any  such  to  a 
man  of  so  many  years  of  experience  as  yourself.  My  associations 
for  the  past  tvfcnty  years  have  been  almost  who?ly  confined  to 
the  world  beyond  the  walls  of  the  "Institution"  and  any  con- 
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elusions  I have  arrived  at  relate  almost  exclusively  to  the 
needs  of  the  bl’ind  vis-a-vis  sighted  society  and  the  great 
problems  of  life-  iTou  have,  hov,'ever,  shown  yourself  so  uni- 
formly sympathetic  and  progressive  that  I think  I may  venture 
to  state  my  private  views  on  the  present  Halifax  situation  and 
its  needs  as  to  a friend  who,  though  he  may  differ  radically, 
will  yet  give  these  views  the  consideration  they  deserve. 

It  would  seem  to  me,  then,  that  in  attacking  the  Halifax 
problem,  the  first  essential  is  to  analine  careful?' y the 
various  classes  into  which  the  sudden  accession  to  the  ranks 
of  the  blind  of  Nova  Scotia  naturally  fal?)  , together  with  the 
place  of  their  residence  and  their  total  numbers-  On  these 
considerations  must  be  based  both  the  nature  of  the  relief  to  be 
afforded  and  the  probable  financial  outlay  necessary- 

Prom  a recent  letter  from  Sir  Frederick  eraser  I learn  that 
a total  of  200  persons  have  entirely  lost  their  sight  and  that 
about  300  others  have  sustained  more  or  less  serious  eye  injuries- 
Of  this  last  group  some  vfill  possibly  eventual?y  lose  their 
sight  completely,  but  the  majority  will  probably  save  sufficient 
vision  to  enable  them  to  continue  as  before  among  the  sighted 
community.  Me  need  therefore  leave  them  out  of  the  reckoning 
and  devote  our  attention  to  the  200  blind  cases  referred  to- 

Prom  press  notices  and  private  correspondence  I eim  informed 
that  most  of  the  newly  blinded  Haligonians  are  women  and 

children  and  that  girls  predominate  among  the  latter.  Among 
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the  foraer  the  majority  are  wives  or  elder  sisters  charged  with 
the  family  housekeeping,  vrhilo  the  majority  of  the  latter  were 
pupils  in  the  various  district  public  schools.  Now  I lay  it 
down  as  an  axiom  that,  in  the  rational  training  of  the  newly 
blinded,  the  first  objective  is  to  fit  the  subject  to  pursue 
his  previous  occupation  vfith  as  little  delay  and  loss  of 
efficiency  as  possible.  Por  the  housekeepers  therefore  steps 
should  be  taken  to  readapt  them  for  their  domestic  duties, 
particularly  since  many  among  them  have  husbands  and  fanilites 
to  act  as  permanent  ties  preventing  removal  to  now  localities  and 
entrance  upon  new  and  untried  occupations^  It  should  not  be  an 
insuperable  difficulty  to  find  skilled  instructors  in  "House- 
hold Art"  as  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Batavia  so  aptly  names  his  course 
in  domestic  science  for  his  blind  girls;  nor  should  the  time  re- 
quired for  approximately  complete  readaptation  be  very  great, 
considering  that  the  question  is  merely  one  of  teaching  the 
pupil  to  do  without  sight  vfhat  she  was  previously  perfectly 
familiar  with  in  the  ordinary  way.  A fevf  weeks  or  months  should 
suffice  to  permanently  dispose  of  the  adult  element  in  the 
problem. 

V^ith  the  children  the  case  is,  of  course,  somewhat  more 
complicated  and  difficult;  but  even  here  I am  of  opinion  that 
the  goal  to  be  kept  in  view  is  equal^’y  one  of  readaptaticn 
rather  than  one  of  revolution.  "Jbe  effort  should  be  to  secure 
a resumption  of  the  interrupted  education  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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and  that  ronuription  should  take  place  in  the  schoolrooms  vfith 
whose  arranr;enents  the  pupil  is  already  familiar,  rather  than 
in  the  institutional  surroundings  to  which  our  br ind  have  been 
hitherto  confined.  Here,  if  ever,  Sir  Frederick  Turascr  has 
his  opportunity  for  rationalising  the  education  of  the  blind  and 
to  prove  that  "'oss  of  sight  does  not  always  necessitate  the 
removal  of  the  sufferer  from  the  daily  and  hourly  contact  with 
those  members  of  the  physical?'/  normal  society  in  which  he 
must  pass  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

In  the  best  of  special  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the 
blind  the  segregation  of  the  pupils  results  in  an  eventual  and 
unavoidable  loss  of  perspective,  the  acquisition  of  "blind 
logic?  which  makes  the  institutionally  trained  b?ind,  as  a class, 
faulty  reasoners  on  the  broad  questions  of  life.  Educate  the 
blind  among  the  sighted  vfhorever  possible,  and  many  of  the 
vexed  problems  of  instiruction , many  of  the  after-school 
failures  vrill  vanish.  I!y  humble  opinion,  then,  is  that  Sir 
Frederick  would  be  guilty  of  a false  and  reactionary  step  were 
he  to  contemplate  the  erection  of  another  special  school  for  the 
blind,  or  merely  a large  annex  to  his  present  establishment. 

Ho  has  the  machinery  for  giving  the  necessary  instruction  in 
Braille  reading  and  v/riting,  your  own  splendid . press , or  that 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  flrsat  Britain, 
could,  I think,  speedily  publish  the  absolutely  necessary 
,'Ublic  school  and  high  school  textbooks  in  use  in  Nova  Scotia, 
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while  naps  and  ether  needful  appliances  are  already  available 
in  abundance* 

'Sherefore,  tal^in2  into  consideration,  the  facts  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  newly  blinded  in  Halifax  are  wenen 
vfith  fanily  ties  preventing  their  removal  to  a special  institution, 
and  that  the  majority  of  the  remainder  are  girls  whose  in- 
dustrial possibilities  are  limited  by  their  sex;  that,  since 
the  vfhole  number  are  residents  of  Halifax,  thus  making  it  in- 
advisable in  most  cases  to  sever  the  home  ties  even  for  a day; 
and  finally,  that  the  rational  thing  to  do  is  to  arrange  for 
resumption  of  education  in  the  ordinary  public  schools  6£  the 
city,  in  which  case  the  pupils  could  go  back  and  forth  between 
the  home  and  the  schoolroom  as  previously — taking  all  these 
things  into  consideration  I find  Sir  Frederick's  appeal  for 
such  an  enormous  sun  as  half  a million  of  dollars  excessive 
and  not  warranted  by  the  real  issue*  Such  a sum  could  be 
asked  for  only  vfith  the  intention  of  erectii'g  Irrge  s^'ocial 
rcbools  ’.rlicli  ■.■.'■cuic'.  morel  ' ^'erj,>c'''.Ti'  to  ‘l  o r'7(I  institrti  . n.al 

•sive  or’d  is  . r^Ciry  'i.-'orriry 
■^erod  th:  is  1;  vy-  r-C-essi;  r 

■ ’a:.d  ir  ^rrrl  and  special*  The  education 
of  its  youiig  mom'xjrs  wouid,  even  if  the  old  methods  were  pursued, 
be  a matter  of  but  a comparatively  few  years,  after  whicli  the 
normal  condition  vfould  return*  But  this  is  beside  the  present 
ouestion  and  I shal''  not  dv/ell  upon  it  longer.  Sir  Frederick 


I..  'xds  'r..m  'i 

ihe  ^.'r’oyvas 

i t 0 1 ■' * A^air  , it 

'’e  :-er. 

':c  c r.ur.bers  of 

■•’ie.d  ir 
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would,  I am  suro,  grant  ne  the  privilege  of  a divergence  of 
opinion  with  him,  though,  as  ho  has  not  askod  ne  for  my  views, 

I should  not  think  of  presenting  them  to  hin. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  present  equipment  of 
Halifax  to  meet  the  requirements  outlined  above,  <7ith  the 
special  assistance  necessary  to  fit  the  blind  pupils  for  their 
work  with  the  sighted  disposed  of,  the  excellent  public  schools 
of  the  city  could  be  trusted  to  do  the  rest,  just  as  is  the  I 

case  in  Nov/  York,  Olevelarrd,  and  other  American  centres  of  ' 

rational  thought.  If  the  question  of  occupation  later  enter 
into  the  problem,  Halif axlips  one  of  the  finest  technical 
schools  in  nanada  and  j am  absolutely  confident  that  its 
splendid  facilities  could  easily  be  made  available  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  relatively  small  number  of  blind  persons 
who  could  make  use  of  them.  Our  own  5?oronto  Yfech  has  declared 
its  willingness  to  assist  us  up  hero  in  every  way  possible  and 
Halifax  would  not  be  behind  "loronto  in  this  regard. 

In  alll  have  said  here  my  aim  has  been  to  show  the  line 

of  reasoning  into  v/hich  I have  boon  led  by  my  past  experience  of 
both  the  institutional  and  public  school  methods  as  applied  to 
the  blind.  Uhe  day  is  fast  approaching  v/hen  the  special  school 
will  be  tlie  last  resource  instead  of  the  first  and  when  the  blind 
will  be  educated,  as  they  Iiavo  a right  to  be,  alongside  those 
with  whom  they  must  mingle  and  compote.  Somotliing  will,  of 
course,  be  lost,  but  much  more  will  be  gained  by  the  operation 
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of  tho  noro  rational  and  less  costly  method.  If  Sir  Frederick 
fails  to  realir.e  his  opportunity,  he  will  certainly  prove  that 
he  is  the  product  of  a passing  epoch  vfhose  ideals  vfore  of  a 
much  narrov/er  scope  than  those  of  the  present  day.  But  I am 
confident  that  he  will  prove  his  fitness  for  the  position  he 
holds  in  the  vforld  of  the  blind  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  by 
the  rational  character  of  the  proposals  he  will  make  to  meet 
the  emergency  with  which  he  is  faced, 

Than’.ing  you  for  your  kindness  in  allowing  me  to  put  my 
views  before  you,  and  wishing  you  all  the  happiness  and 
success  possible  throughout  the  present  year,  I am 
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. ...  Allon,  jisq.,  3upt.  , 

Pericina  Inat.  for  tho  Blind, 

..atertoTm,  bass. 

Dear  ; r.  ,.llen:- 

Por  the  past  three  weeks  and  nore  .1  have  been  unable, 
through  illness,  to  properly  attend  to  .nr/  duties,  both  v/ith  regard  to 
our  oxm  irsnediate  affairs  here  and  to  the  worlr  of  the  joint  comrlttee 
of  Tfliich  I no'.Y  have  tho  honor  to  bo  a member.  I hope,  hov-ovor,  in  a 
fev.'-  days  to  be  once  more  regularly  at  my  post  and  in  that  case  J.  shall 
disohai'ge  ;.'.y  obli['ations  v.'ith  all  due  dispatch. 

..ith  regal'd  to  Halifax,  there  are  one  or  tiTO  points  re- 
gcrding  vriiich  i should  very  much  like  to  have  reliable  information, 
hao  is  appro xiniatoly,  at  least,  the  total  number  of  completely  bli:idod 
victims  of  the  disaster';  l!ov/  is  this  number  made  up,  that  is  to  say, 
ho.r  many  are  infants,  hov.-  many  clilldron  of  sc)iool  age,  liou  ;;ian.-  youths, 
either  apprentices  or  othorv.'ise  at  trades,  ho'.T  many  adults  over  tho  age 
of  tvfenty-one,  hovr  many  i.iothers,  hoir  many  fathers,  etc.','  Ihu'thor.moro, 
..i.at  pioportion  ol  tne  duty  of  assistance  is  to  be  born  by  governments, 

■ rovincial  and  federal'.''  ..hat  plans  has  ir  Predorlck  Prasor  cl'sarly 
announced  for  mooting  tho  imergenoy,  and  hov:  far  will  the  present 
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er.ierger.cy  be  made  tlie  means  of  fu.rthsring  pro-diuaster  plans? 

I submit  that  somet-  ing  in  the  nature  of  definite  ansTcers 
to  these  questions,  and  moro  like  them,  should  be  furnished  to  the  Joint- 
Conuaittoe  before  that  body  vrould  be  in  a position  to  intelligently  advocate 
any  realizable  schemo  of  reconstnaction.  I shall  7,-i’ite  '.r.  VanCleve  at  an 
early  date  in  reply  to  his  circular  rec-ived  to-day. 

hith  kindest  rog:  rds  and  best  v/ishes,  believe  me 


Cordially  yours. 


Soor  etar-'-Oener^ . 


c 0 r Y 


The  C«'ina(llan  Natlona]  Library  for  tlie  Blinrl 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Feb.  25,  lOlR. 


E.  M.  Van  Cl  eve,  Supt. 

Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 

34th  St.  and  Dth  Ave., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Van  Cleve:- 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  slncerest  rep:ret  tliat 
I find  It  necessary,  after  so  short  a connection  with  your 
Committee  on  Halifax  relief,  to  place  my  reslOTutlon  from  that 
body  in  your  liands . 

A number  of  letters  have  ari-ived  at  this  office 
by  to-day's  mail  from  Halifax,  wliose  eontents  are  of  such  a nature 
as  to  ma.v'e  it  irniossibl e for  me  to  maintain  my  selfrespect  and 
at  the  same  time  to  be  associated  in  the  remotest  decree  with 
any  work  directed  to  the  assistance  of  Sir  Frederick  Fraser.  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  a cood  reputation  to  have  my  name  appear 
on  the  side  of  Sir  Frederick  when  the  inevitable  publicity  re- 
cardlnc  his  alms  and  methods  takes  place.  Far  from  assisting 
Sir  Frederick  to  realize  his  hopes  I shall,  in  future,  feel  it 
my  sacred  duty  to  myself  and  the  cause  of  the  Canadian  blind  to 
oppose  him  in  every  way  legitimately  possible,  and  I feel  that 
were  you  and  your  colleagues  in  possession  of  the  information 
now  in  my  hands  you  would  also  sever  your  connection  with  the 
present  Halifax  scheme. 

The  Halifax  letters  referred  to  in  my  opening 
sentence  will  bo  sent  you  as  justification  of  ]iresent  action  if 
you  desire.  I know  you  would  regard  them  as  confidential  and 
ATould  not  divulge  tlieir  authorship  in  a quarter  where  the  writers 
mlglit  feel  the  weight  of  unjust  resentment. 

Again  expressing  my  real  sorrow  at  no  longer 
being  able  to  join  your  counsels,  believe  me. 

Very  sljicerely  yours. 


S.  C.  Swift,  (signed) 
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3,3,  !”en.  E._., 

.-’.jr’" ii' < I’  ' i'. . f':-'-'  !3:incl, 
\I  ", -.rtown  , I.Iiir.::. 


Deaf  l!r.  A" ' en  , j 

T’.':-  cc;  y of  ycur  lottc-r  o?  Mure’,  8 to  Si.  P’-.-iI '■■ri  cl-: 

P;  nnr  C: -'.O  to  ’.UTid  /euterdf/  r-  .d  vitl  I'uc’i  iutcr  ^t. 

r ttitiide  ’icitl  to'-n-ri’.T  3ir  P'-:  lerieV  u>  3 ■ ./.'u.'.f  ir 
r. eerc'' 7 u^.^.roc  '-y  ne , '’^,r  it  i."^  on  M:  t your 


is  licit  ?l’:e'y  to 


■..■■;'r;)Od  ly  iUiro’^  cc-n- 


fiidurutiou., . 

illtt  no  uO.Tire  to  af3’"uv:  te  on  o.lri  ody  noric  us  ecTiditi  n, 

U t I '' v e’’  ■’ne  7:'ntiri'o  to  rofur  tc  ■ -e  ■-.-intei. of  „ u 

■’•■'.tc'r,  ; t :'i  v/l  i et  yon  t!  ut  Si,'  Pm- ■ '''i  i-’^ 

cd'/unee  to  un"nint'  ron.'.’.'  ' i.'>i i t„'  ''nr  a'._  ^'t  ,r  > ."■ 

uj  n'.u  lU  ony:  tl'd  i,n  u " n ■’  .1  t"ry " cr.'.tfiiyn  f-'-'  n.ln-  5?o 
it  '/n'’„i.r'’y  , Mr.  A''.:-n,  Sir  Prot.-rir’-  p.-rnor  is  r,  tmru.rV  i r r tci 
't'.'r  iynoru.nt  ' f t’  ■./c.r'’  ’ a.'  Oj  'rv.'.  H'.-  ciu-  o t ci  'Oie 

fu^'y  u’./rro  t'lat  , r.i:  oe  Mr.,.  Pioi.,!;  is  t ’ -i  r 
■ ti  /G,  ;e  in  r rri',:.;.  '’.ir  ' '"rtoi.'itn  u’-  ''U. 
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acti'ns  ’"olatins  to  t'mt  ’niainosn-  '/f'  y,  Mr.  A"! ' en , vrore  Sir 
PrGdoric];’3  poaiti-n  in  tr,ia  rocuril  to  be  a'^owod  in  law  or  in 
ocuity,  any  a^ont  vfonld  bo  at  itiorty  to  Mu1)ligli  al3  sorts  of 
wild  statononts,  his  only  care  boine  to  dot  raoney,  r.oney,  money, 
no  natter  by  what  means- 

In  the  i>resont  instance  Sir  Prederic’K’s  ;>03iticn  is  rendered 
all  the  more  absurd  from  t!ie  fact  that,  if  liis  acents  nalce 
statonents  whic'n  are  untrue,  or  are  at  variance  with  tliose  of 
their  princii'al,  that  princiiial  receives  the  money  • secured 
throu  dh  such  untrue  assertions  and  thus  renders  himself  liable 
to  prosecution  as  one  who  obtains  money  under  false  pretences. 

!I!he  foredoind  is  merely  a statement  of  law,  not  a char£e; 
but  it  is  a statement  the  truth  of  which  must  be  Itnown  to 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  or  I am  much  mistaken  both  in  his  kncwlodde 
of  the  Statutes  and  in  his  povrers  of  logical  deduction.  The  only 
way  in  which  an  employer  can  rid_ himself  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  conduct  of  his  agents  in  the  discharge  of  his  business 
is  to  publicly  disavow  such  acts  as  soon  as  they  are  broght 
to  his  attention-  Silence  is  tantamount  to  agreement.  Believe 
me,  Mr.  Allen,  were  our  positions  reversed,  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  wou'^d  ’)e  the  first  to  point  out  my  legal  reSi'Onsibilitios 
and  to  demand  that  I abide  by  them. 

Again,  you  say,  Mr.  Allen,  thiat  Sir-  Fi'oderick  told  you  those 
two  solJiors  had  fallen  down  in  practical  work.  In  other  words, 
he  acknov^ledgod  to  you  that  they  had  failed  in  the  very  branch 
of  their  profession  upon  which  doi'on<ls  their  bread  and  butter. 
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ffliy  "iv^r.  Sir  ProJericlc  Prener  Igjbs  fruril.  vrith  tliO  tl.an 

with  you?  It  is  not  Tor  mo  to  ansvfor  this  nuo^ticn,  LIicu  yh  it 
rocnrs  with  insir.tonce. 

It  is  not  n:y  intention,  however,  to  weary  yen  with 
endless  reiietitions  and  prolix  analyses.  I vfrite  this  letter 
lirinciyal'y  to  than!'  you  for  your  courtesy  in  forwardinr  nie 
the  CO:  y of  your  letter  of  March  8.  I tahe  that  action  to  in- 
dicate that,  thoj  i:h  yai  nay  thin’/  me  in  the  wronc,  you  still 
retain  sene  of  your  fornor  regard  for  ne,  and  I t’uanh  you- 

Leavin':  ny  case  to  time  for  final  judenent,  and  with 
sincerost  personal  recards,  'oolieve  me,  dear  Mr.  A’len, 


Sicerely  yo*  rs 


. 'tf 


» - 


’Jar.  21, 


L.  i..  VanCleve,  Supt. , 

Soliool  for  tho  '?llnd, 
iil2  - Ava., 
l.«w  Tork,  ’ .Y. 


Dsar  Vr,  VianGlav^:- 


journal. 


ajvlSai^cirlal  ap’^earinf:  yestarday  in  a Toronto 
yi  Intaraat  y-Ju. 


, 1©6S  to  i^y  I sinoprdly  rogr*  tha  apj^earanco  at  this  tine, 

and  in  tiiU  Wrtioular  (it;  hds  not  royutation)  of  an 

artiola  oA  t)Vi8  kind.  Le  of  thd  Ito^r  Cirole  kera  aA  rA|ol'.  nyitifiad 
cono«min6>t^-aaur<?^  ir  f for,  idOah  ih#  a^i^  4row  his  material, 

for  wo  have  ^agtjM^is^etlng/hitiation  ajyrldtl^  to  ^raolwes  and  our 
Govarntamt  and  wore  in  honorlSw^  to.  i^aln  sOSat  untirThe  latter  had 
definitely  announced  its  intention.  In  case  of  failure  of  Gowemnent 
action  it  WAa,  as  you  Izaaw,  vry  personal  intention  to  take  the  matter 
* court  of  public  opinion.  I hare,  unfortunately,  been  for- 

1 ^ j in  this  intontion.  Otifortunately  is  t!.e  proper  word,  since,  as 

reputation  of  the  paper  in  question  is  not  of  the  best 
SM  tlie  i^poawoe  of  the  present  article  may  result  in  serious  haria  to 
the  ganoi^  cause  of  the  blind  in  this  country,  for  you  know  It  is  one  of 
hi?  unlnfbrmed  8ig!:ted  pfjrchology  to  judge  the  idiole 

I.  ^ ^eina*y  q«aliti»8  and  defects  of  the  in- 

dividual brought  sharply  into  view.  Tho  whole  affair  is  most  distressing 
w us  here,  but  froa  U.e  very  nature  of  Sir  hYederlck  J'raser's  oeehods 
|OTWi  granting  that  his  lootivoe  wore  wholly  sinoorc)  an  ojmlosion  of 
tliis  kind  was  Inovltable. 

— . L oorslusion  that  Sir  Frederick's  agent  in  Toronto 

ws  -Isoourteous  enough  to  abstain  froa  calling  upon  aqy  blind  person  in 
^1*  informed  on  good  authority  that  alie  was  sent  here  wlth- 

b»inc  given  to  tho  president  of  the  Board  of  Govsnors  of  the 
IWifax  .ohool  for  tho  Blind,  though  that  gentloiran  was  In  the  city  at  the 
l«aat  -ir  ^^edariok  Fraser  has  shown  In  this  whole  affair 
eior^tary  tsct  and  consideration  fbr  the  needs  and  wishse 
of  the  Canadian  blinl.  • 


Van'^lovet  •»  2 


Ai  both  you  and  br*  Allen  has  been  so  oonalderate  and  fair  as 
to  keep  no  ini'ormed  regarding  your  oorrospondonoo  on  tho  raattor  of 
roalgnation  and  its  cause,  it  Is  only  just  that  I should  fumicd:  IJr.  » lion 
vrltli  a copy  both  of  this  letter  and  tlie  enclosed  artlole.  I an  doing  this 
to-dsy. 


Yours  rery  sincerely 


The  new  YORK  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  Y ork  C itv 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAl 


Dec.  18,  1917 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  little  information  has 
come  from  Halifax  relative  to  the  situation  as  respects 
the  School  for  the  Blind  and  matters  in  which  workers  for 
the  blind  would  be  Interested,  I have  taken  the  liberty 
of  having  copies  made  of  a letter  received  today  from 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Super intendent  of  the  Halifax  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  am  sending  a copy  to  you  herewith. While 
the  letter  is  personal  in  its  nature,  and  I have  not  Sir 
Frederick's  permission  to  use  it  in  any  public  way,  I feel 
quite  sure  that  no  objection  can  be  offered  to  my  sending 
it  to  those  who  are  especially  interested  in  our  field  of 
activity. 


Since  the  letter  was  written  I have  received  a 
telegram  from  Sir  Frederick,  dated  December  15th,  from  which 
I quote: 


"Blindness  resulting  from  explosion  at 
Hallifax  appalling.  Now  estimated  at  500  men, 
women  and  children.  Halifax  Blind  Relief 
Committee  organized.  Will  >"equire  at  least 
half  million  dollars  to  meet  situation. 
Organized  help  urgently  appealed  for." 


That  500  persons  have  been  blinded  in  Halifax  seems 
incredible,  and  there  is  still  hope  that  the  estimated 
figures  will  be  corrected  downward  by  careful  census.  A 
member  of  the  Boston  Relief  Committee  returning  Saturday, 
December  15,  has  stated,  however,  that  he  does  not  believe 
the  figures  given  are  an  over  estimate. 


The  above  is  for  your  information  and  for  any  use 
you  care  to  make  of  it. 


Yours  .truly , 


Principal 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Foupth  Street 
New  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAt. 


Dec.  18,  1917 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  little  information  has 
come  from  Halifax  relative  to  the  situation  as  respects 
the  School  for  the  Blind  and  matters  in  which  workers  for 
the  blind  would  be  interested,  I have  taken  the  liberty 
of  having  copies  made  of  a letter  received  today  from 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Superintendent  of  the  Halifax  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  am  sending  a copy  to  you  herewith. While 
the  letter  is  personal  in  its  nature,  and  I have  not  Sir 
Frederick’s  permission  to  use  it  in  any  public  way,  I feel 
quite  sure  that  no  objection  can  be  offered  to  my  sending 
it  to  those  who  are  especially  interested  in  our  field  of 
activity. 

Since  the  letter  was  written  T have  received  a 
telegram  from  Sir-  Frederick,  dated  December  15th,  fi-om  which 
I quote: 


"Blindness  resulting  from  explosion  at 
Hallifax  appalling.  Now  estimated  at  500  men, 
women  and  children,  Halifax  Blind  Relief 
Committee  organized.  Will  '-equire  at  least 
half  million  dollars  to  meet  situation. 
Organized  help  urgently  appealed  for." 


That  500  persons  have  been  blinded  in  Halifax  seems 
incredible,  and  there  is  still  hope  that  the  estimated 
figures  will  be  corrected  downward  by  careful  census.  A 
member  of  the  Boston  Relief  Coranittee  returning  Saturday, 
December  15,  has  stated,  however,  that  he  does  not  believe 
the  figures  given  are  an  over  estimate. 


The  above  is  for  your  information  and  for  any  use 
you  care  to  make  of  it. 


Yours  truly,  ^ ^ 


Principal . 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CUEVB.  PRINCirAl. 


December  20,  1017. 


Mr.  Edward.  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Your  letter  of  December  17  contains  the  following  sentences: 
"I  wish  I knew  how  our  fellow  schools  might  be  of  practicable  assis- 
tance. The  great  thing  asked  of  us  is  advice  in  behalf  of  the  multi- 
tude of  newly  blind,  of  which  500  is  believed  to  be  a conservative 
estimate.  The  cajl  to  do  something  for  them  is  tremendous.  ':s-  «• 

I now  heartily  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  we  get  busy  over  the 
situation,  but  I recommend  that  we  begin  by  consulting  Sir  Frederick 
in  advance . ” 


Without  authority  from  any  one  I wrote  a letter  of  personal 
sympathy  to  Sir  Frederick  and  received  first,  his  telegram,  which  so 
startled  me  that  I immd^iately  took  steps  to  check  up  tlie  matter  and 
then  to  call  in  conference  a New  York  Committee.  Next,  I received 
Sir.  Frederick’s  personal  letter,  a copy  of  wlilch  (ir.ultlgraplfed ) I 
have  sent  to  you  and  to  all  the  schools  in  the  country.  Third,  I re- 
ceived the  "press  notice"  sent  out  by  Sir  Frederick  Fraser.  To-day 
I have  received  a letter  from  Sir  Frederick  from  which  I quote: 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Cleve:- 


Your  telegram  was  received  five  minutes  before  Mr.  Moors, 
the  Boston  representative  of  the  North  Eastern  Red  Cross,  came 
to  see  me  to  discuss  the  situation.  Mr.  Moors  is  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  situation  needs  to  be  dealt  with  Immediately, 
lie  leaves  for  Boston  on  Wednesday  and  will  there  take  up  with 
the  officials  of  the  Red  Cross  the  whole  question  of  aid.  In 
your  telegram  you  asked  for  our  program.  It  is  as  follows:- 

Flrst,  a small  home  for  blind  babies,  especially  blind  uTc' 
homeless  orphans. 

Second,  the  erection  of  two  dormitory  buildings  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  school,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  ^ 

Third,  the  building  of  an  industrial  home  for  women  with  a 
capacity  for  a population  of  fifty. 

Fourth,  the  erection  of  a workshop  for  t!ie  emjiloymcnt  of 
adul t mal es . " f ^ 

V I 

In  ilic  meantime  we  plan  to  utilize  evei'y  corner  of  onr 
present  >)nl]dlnf;;s  to  meet  Inunccllate  needs.  Sittlnc;  rooms. 


A ^ 


Mr,  Edward  E.  Allen 


Dec.  20,  1017. 
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-rymnasiunts,  etc.,  will  be  turned  into  dormitories  and  training 
shops.  As  yet  no  plan  for  the  acied  blind  has  been  formulated 
but  as  you  can  see  the  program  outlined  involves  heavy  expendi- 
ture for  buildin/rs,  equipment  and  upkeep.  The  need  of  the 
blind  was  never  so  urgent  before  in  any  city  or  country,  and 
we  shall  require  a great  deal  of  money  to  promptly  meet  these 
needs.  It  is  very  kind  of  you  to  take  up  the  matter  with  my 
fellow  instructors  in  the  American  Association  but  I hope  that 
these  self-sacrificing  philanthropists  will  not  feel  called 
upon  to  contribute  in  money,  but  will  rather  use  their  Influence 
V in  their  respective  centres  to  secure  the  wide-spread  co-operation 
K of  the  Red  Cross  and  other  kindred  organizations.” 

This  begins  to  take  on  some  form.  The  matter  was  discussed 
at  our  Board  of  Managers  meeting  yesterday  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  and  the  Princiibal  were  appointed  a Special  Committee  to  take 
up  the  subject  of  what  help  this  school  might  be  in  this  emergency, 
o-ivlng  power  to  the  Executive  Conmiittec  to  authorize  any  practicable 
offer  of  help.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  if  there  were  no  in- 
superable obstacles  of  a legal  character  in  the  way  and  it  were 
agreeable  to  the  Nova  Scotia  authorities  this  school  might  offer  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  non-state  managed  schools  (if  agreeable 
to  them)  to  receive  as  pupils  here  possibly^  ten  or  more  students 
from  the  Mari.t:Lme  Provinces  in  order  to  rel®€.ve  the  Halifax  School 
and  give  the  opportunity  for  that  school  to  take  care  of  the  newly 
blinded  children.  This  is  following  out  your  suggestion  made  to 
me  over  the  telephone  Sunday. 

I called  in  conference  Monday  Messrs.  Davis  (President  of 
our  Board  of  Managers)  Migel , Morford,  Scandlin,  Bailly  Burritt,  and 
Lopez  (of  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities)  and  laid  before  them  the 
situation.  It  was  decided  tliat  we  had  insufficient  information  on 
which  to  take  any  steps.  I was  advised  immediately  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  Red  Cross  authorities  and  wrote  to  Mr.  W.  Frank  Persons, 
head  of  the  Halifax  Relief  in  Washington,  D.  C.  I quote  a paragraph 
from  my  letter  to  him: 


"You  will  realize  that  there  will  come,  after  the  first  hospital 
treatment,  to  those  who  are  blinded  a time  of  despair  and  a day 
wlien  some  one  must  plan  for  the  rehabilitation  of  those  who  have 
met  this  calamity.  Will  the  Red  Cross  undertake  such  service 
as  this?  If  not,  will  it  contribute  to  the  necessities  of  the 
local  organization  in  Halifax  which  will  be  obliged  to  under- 
take the  task?" 


For  the  sake  of  the  schools  of  the  country-pupils,  teachers, 
officers,  I hope  that  the  response  to  Mr.  McAloney's  appeal  will  be 
prompt  and  generous;  true,  the  amount  of  money  tliat  we  can  raise  will 
be  as  a mere  bagatelle  but  the  reflex  Influence  upon  the  pupils, 

et  al , will  be  unmeasured.  It  will  be  Impossible  for  us  to  make 
our  contribution  until  the  middle  of  January  because  our  pupils 
go  home  not  to  return  until  after  the  holiday  vacation  and  t'hcy  have 
no  money  now.  In  fact  our  pupils  have  been  giving  to  the  Children 
of  Americans  Army  Relldf  Fund  regularly  and  I have  sent  in  the  amounts 


Mr.  Kdward  K.  Allen 
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Dec.  20,  1017, 


each  month  so  that  quite  a number  have  been  actually  sacrlflcina- 
some  of  their  spending  money.  I expect  more  to  sacrifice  for  the 
Hallf.oK  people. 

Perliaps  tlie  only  way  we  can  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to 
concerted  action  is  by  frequent  and  prompt  correspondence.  I sJiall 
let  you  Icnow  anything  that  I learn  as  promptly  as  I can.  It  is 
quite  Important  that  the  suggestion  about  receiving  pupils  from  the 
Halifax  School  in  our  schools  receive  prompt  consideration,  it  irould 
be  better,  it  seems  to  me,  for  us  to  agree  upon  some  definite  action 
before  we  make  any  offers  to  Sir  Frederick. 

I suggest  that  eopies  of  letters  written  by  any  of  us  be 
sent  to  the  other  four  superintendents. 


EM VC /bn 


Yours  truly, 


Principal . 


Copies  sent  to  Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Burrltt,  and  McAloney. 


P.  S.  You  will  be  pained  to  hear  that  Mr.  Walter  G.  Holmes  is 
iin  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  i^waiting  to  undergo  an  operation  for 
stone  in  the  kidney.  The  operation  is  to  take  place  to-day  or 
to-morrow,  I believe. 


Npoi  Hork  Jlnstitutp 
3Fnr  Itjp  iEburattmt  of  tlip 


atlj  Aorintr  at  3411)  &trrrt 
5«pin  IJnrk  (ttiti) 


January  2,  191S 


Director  Edward  E.  Allen 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  our  conference  I have 
sent  the  enclosed  letter  to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser. 

No  other  word  has  as  yet  been  received  from  Mr.  Persons 
of  the  American  Red  Cross. 


Later  - Mr.  Persons  writes  that  Yours 

he  has  been  111  and  Is  at  home. 

Will  write  me  when  he  gets  back 
to  his  office. 


Principal 


EMVC/BN 


THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIAAl 


January  1,  191R. 


Copy  for  Mr.  Allen 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser 

School  for  the  Blind 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

Dear  Sir  Frederick: 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  have  in  my  office  a meeting 
dn  December  31  of  certain  men  Interested  In  our  effort  to  be 
of  service  to  you  - Superintendent  Thomas  S.  McAloney  of 
Pittsburgh,  president rf the  American  Association  of  Instructors 
of  the  Blind,  had  requested  the  meeting  for  consultaion  and 
there  were  here,  besides  himself,  I'lrector  Allen,  Principal 
Burritt,  Superintendent  Bledsoe,  Mr.  Delflno  and  myself;  Mr. 
Scandlln  and  Mr.  Mlgel  were  in  telephone  communication  with 
us . 


Yhat  service  that  is  practicable  for  us  to  render 
was  discussed  with  particularity  and  it  was  made  my  duty  to 
present  for  your  consideration  one  phase  of  possible  helpfulness. 

The  suggestion  was  made  that  your  most  Immediate 
problem  at  the  Halifax  School  being  the  housing  and  care  of 
these  newly  blinded  It  may  be  your  wish  to  continue  this 
service  longer  than  the  month  or  two  for  which  you  have  now 
sent  your  pupils  to  their  homes.  For  the  more  advanced  of 
these  pupils  we  suggest  that  you  might  think  It  feasible  to 
distribute  them  among  the  sbhools  for  the  blind  which  can 
receive  them.  You  will  observe  that  the  five  schools  for 
the  blind  in  the  United  States  which  are  under  private  (not 
state)  management  were  represented  at  our  meeting  In  their 
executive  officers.  These  schools  are  able  by  the  vote  of 
their  boards  of  managers  to  take  immediate  action,  where 
state  schools  might  require  legislative  action  before  being 
able  to  assist  you  by  receiving  your  pupils  for  a time. 

Would  you  look  with  favor  upon  such  a plan?  If  so. 

It  is  our  Intention  to  present  the  matter  formally  to  our 
Boards.  Your  older  pupils  to  the  number  of,  say,  forty,  whose 
parents  would  be  not  averse  to  having  them  brought  so  far 
from  home,  could  be  distributed  as  we  may  find  room  for 
them,  probably  at  New  Yprk,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  and 
given  instruction  in  our  classes  for  the  remainder  of  the 
school  year,  thus  giving  you  a chance  to  get  on  your  feet, 
while  the  pupils  would  not  lose  the  whole  year.  Our  Board 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser 
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Jan.  1,  1917 


of  Managers  have  already  discussed  this  matter  informally 
and  would  be  disposed  to  accept  a certain  number  of  your 
pupils,  all  their  tuition  and  board  to  be  provided  by  us 
and  their  transportation  here  and  back  to  tlieir  homes  in 
June  furnished  in  some  way  to  be  devised. 

This  temporary  expedient  ratcrht  prove  to  be  greatly 
helpful  to  you.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  that  we 
make  the  suggestion.  No  formal  action  has  as  yet  been  taken 
and  none  will  be  until  this  tentative  offer  readies  you  and 
your  answer  is  received.  Does  the  plan  seem  feasible  to 
you? 

Awaiting  your  reply,  I beg  to  remain 
Sincerely  yours. 


Principal. 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avsnue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLCVS,  RRINCIPai 


January  3,  1918. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr,  Allen: 

I was  very  glad  to  have  your  letter  of  January  2, 

You  will  have  received  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  Frederick 
and  will  know  that  I have  already  made  the  tentative  offer 
that  you  suggested  the  other  day  should  he  made.  I presume, 
therefore,  that  you  would  not  desire  me  to  say  anything  further 
until  an  answer  Is  received  from  Sir  Frederick,  and  I should 
have  such  an  answer  doubtless  by  Saturday  of  this  week.  i 
will  let  you  know  by  wire  the  substance  of  his  answer. 

We  have  just  determined  to  postpone  the  opening  of 
school  to  January  14  on  account  of  lack  of  fuel. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Principal . 


EMVC /bn 


Copies  sent  to  Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Burrltt  and  UcAloney. 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  YORK  City 


COWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PAINCIPAl 


January  3,  1017 


Director  Edward  E.  Allen 
Perkins  institution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

I had  hoped  that  this  morning’s  mall  would  bring 
a letter  from  you  on  the  Halifax  situation.  Since  it  has 
not  come  I shall  delay  until  to-morrow  before  I write  to 
Mr,  Persons , whose  letter  was  received  yesterday.  I am 
very  anxious  to  know  what  Miss  Wright  reported. 


Sincerely 


emvc/bn 


rsi  roRi;  iNdTiTirrii  foe  the  lidugatioi:  of  the  liLiiOJ 

KIK'X'h  iVEMUK  AT  THIRTY-FoURTH  OTRRiiT 
EiiT.’  YORK  Ox  YY 

EDWARD  . VA;;  OLEVE,  FRIi.i^irxvli 

January  3,  1913. 


fir.  W.  FrinK:  Keren nc 

.-lei-'riGan  Red  Gross 

V/ashington,  D.  G. 


Ds  r iir.  Personsj 

Your  latter  of  Daceml-ier  31  reached  me  January  2.  Evidently  you  had 
not  seen  my  letter  of  Decamher  28  hafore  you  wrote  yours.  I am  sorrv  to 
know  that  you  ava  been  ill  and  trust  you  are  nov/  v/holly  recovered  and  able  to 
take  up  once  .*;ora  your  i iportant  tasks. 

T>'is  afternoon  I ha’^e  a let  er  from  Hr.  Allen  of  Boston  sayiut,  that 
Miss  Wright,  expected  hack  from  Halifax  December  31,  has  not  yet  returned  but 
is  looked  for  d xi ly.  Her  report  will  doubtless  be  most  authoritative  and 
some  action  can  be  taken  with  lier  report  as  a basis. 

Our  group  of  interested  persons  met  in  my  office  on  December  31,  as  I 
informed  you  they  would  do.  It  has  been  agreed  among  us  that  an  offer  shall 
be  made  by  several  schools  to  receive  some  of  the  older  pupils  of  the  Halifax 
School  into  our  several  Institutions  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year. 

As  to  the  permanent  relief  of  the  blinded  in  Halifax  v;e  felt  th-t  our  infor- 
mation was  so  limited  that  we  could  do  nothing  more  than  discuss  possibili- 
ties. It  seams  puite  certain  that  the  school  in  H difax  must  increase  its 
capacity  at  once;  that  blinded  infants,  especially  orphans,  must  be  provided 
for  institutionally.  The  question  of  rehabilitation  of  the  blinded  ^ults 
is  one  v/hich  calls  for  most  careful  c 'nsideration. 

Doubtless  you  are  familiar  with  the  proposals  of  our  War  Department 
through  the  Surgeon  General's  office  to  provide  for  the  re-education  of  our 
soldiers  blinded  in  battle.  The  Halifax  sufferers  seem  to  me  to  be  in  very 
much  the  sane  situation  as  our  prospective  hllnded  colliers.  Thoj-  arc  v/cr 
victi-'c,  and  a constructive  and  -wise  plan  of  providing  for  their  future 
should  be  thought  out,  and  in  my  judprent,  it  should  f^llovf  somev/h  .t  the 
outlines  of  our  soldier  blind. 


Sincerslj-  yours, 

(Signed)  Sd'.'aru  M.  Van  Clove. 


ia.lVC/31? 


Princ ipal. 


x*iia  Will** 


xul-ji.  INSTITUTK  i'CR  THj)  EDuCA^^IOK  Oi?  'i'Hti  iJLIlID 
NiU'i'h  AVcHaiji  A'f  THIRTY -i'OUIiAh  STREHT 
HK.,  YORK  Cix'Y 


jIDT'AEtH  M.  VAi;  OXiiii'/E,  HRiKCI?  Jj 


DecemlDer  20,  1917. 


Mr.  V/.  Rrank  Persons,  Director  General 

Civilian  Relief,  imei-lcan  Red  Gross 
?/ashing:ton,  D-  G. 


Dear  Mr.  Persons: 

Your  letter  of  December  21st.  was  received  on  the  ..4th  i-i  I ireuiiediate- 
Iv  called  Mr.  Alexander  Y/ilson  to  taiow  if  it  might  be  possible  for  me  to  see 
vou  in  person  on  yoiu-  return  from  Boston  to  Washington,  thinking  you  probably 
would  stop  off  in  New  York  City.  Prom  the  fact  that  I heard  nothing  further 
from  that  call  I Judge  that  you  did  not  stop  here. 

An  outline  of  what  was  accomplished  at  your  meeting  December  22  in 
Boston  has  been  supplied  me  by  Mr.  A21en,  whom  you  called  in  conference  on 
the  subject  of  the  blinded  war  victims  of  Halifax.  .That  Mr.  Allen  said  at 
thit  conference  I feel  quite  sure  would  be  of  the  same  tenor  as  my  ovm  vievs 
and  I deem  it  needless  to  write  them  at  length,  although  I had  expected  to  do 
so  in  reply  to  your  courteous  invitation  to  express  them. 

at  this  moment  it  is  expected  that  a conference  of  a joint  National 
Committee  x-eprosonting  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind 
and  the  araerican  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  will  meet  in  my  oftice 
at  The  Nev;  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Monday  morning, 
December  31,  at  ten  o'clock.  This  joint  oom:..ittee  has  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  former  Association  v/ith  the  concurrence  of  the  President  of 
the  second  naned.  I had  hoped  before  the  meeting  of  this  Committee  to  have 
h.al  your  promised  letter  after  the  Boston  conference.  Palling  to  receive 
such  a letter  before  Monday  I will  appreciate  permission  to  speak  to  you 
upon  the  long  distance  telephone  at  some  time  on  Monday  if  you  will  give 
me  an  hour  when  it  '.'ill  be  convenient.  Kindly  wire  your  reply  to  this  sug- 
gestion. 

1 need  hardly  assure  you  of  the  deep  appreciation  workers  for  the 
blind  have  of  your  Interest  and  co-operation  in  meeting  the  problems  of 
this  unprecedented  calamity. 


Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Edw.xrd  M.  v'an  Cleve. 
Principal. 


EiuVGtBH 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  E 


ducation  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thjrtv.Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 

EDWARD  M VAN  CLEVE.  PRlNCirAL 


January  8,  1918. 


Mr.  Edward  E,  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


^ saying  that  I expected  a reply  from 

Sir  Frederick  to  my  tentative  offer  of  January  1 to^be  here 
on  Saturday,  January  5,  and  promised  to  wire  the  substance 

waited  until  this  Tuesday  afternooS 
and  wired  you  No  reply  our  offer  take  pupils."  in  the  mean- 
time I have  received  from  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  a letter 

Com^ttee  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  January  4 was^ 

"-Sis', 

^^id^th”?  C°™*ltterSould  go^toMallfL^thfrieek  ^’m^  ^SLis 

said  that  he  thought  this  a wise  step. 

brought  a letter  from  Mr.  Persons 
enclosing  a copy  of  his  letter  of  January  4 to  you  and  askln,. 

aL^Line^thl^ir  oLr®  the  Committed  ‘Tam 

answerine  this  at  once  and  accept  the  appointment. 

because  InM^urietter^orjaLar^rfoi^Lld^^J^wlll 

^espfcrJo'^thrvlsl?  I meaning  ini-ormatlon'"!rJJS 

or  better  T wiT-Iri  Having  received  no  telegram 

Persons'  Commi afternoon  as  follows:  "Receivfd 

-oH  -"F  - - Sle%- 

I havA  n J would  be  obliged  to  return  Monday  night  because 

Wednls,?sv  ar*  ^"P^^tant  meeting  of  the  hoard  of  Manajers  on 
Sis  wtk  16*  If*  we  do  not  go  to  ifarifax 

a mldnlffht  tra?n  n T J^'^^^esday  night,  January  16,  taking 
ght  train  and  making  the  same  train  out  of  Boston.  I 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen  - 2 - Jan.  8, 


should  prefer  the  latter  arrangement  hut  If  it  is  necessary 
to  go  this  week  I shall  be  entirely  willing  to  do  so  and  leave 
my  cares  to  Mrs.  Van  Cleve. 

Our  President  Davis  very  highly  approves  the  pro- 
ceedings thus  far. 


Sincerely  yours 


Principal. 


Copy  to  Mr.  Burritt, 


Telegram  received  3.15  p.m. 

New  York,  January  8 

Supt.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Perkins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

No  word  from  Fraser.  Letter  appointing  committee  received  from 
Can  leave  Boston  Thursday  morning  or  following  Thursday. 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve. 


1918. 


Persons. 


TE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 


The  New  York  Institu 

Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIP*l- 

January  18,  1918, 


Messrs  Allen,  Bledsoe,  Burrltt, 

Hamilton,  McAloney  and  Migel. 


Gentlemen: 

Since  tlie  meeting  of  December  31,  and  the  appointment  of 
our  SpeclofSoLittee  of  tSe  A.  A I.  B. , mattero  have  progreoaed 
quite  rapidly  in  the  Halifax  situation. 

on  January  first  I wrote  to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  ma^ng  the 
tentative  proposal  innfartemporlrrpipll” “'^ooL , 

i!!®a2?JrdaJee°l!ltJ  the  "plan  . which  was 

?LrJ;ti!‘raSuLr?a:  C?fngfl‘ftj;nSSt?ie!“Snrr1n^st"rittrois 

HgSS^^eroe 

of  this  letter. 

Mr  Allen  and  I reached  Halifax  Saturday  morning, 

12  and  reported  iLediately  to  the  Director  of  the  American  Red  Cross, 
i?’  J^Jsten^  After  viewing  the  devastated  region  we  Proceeded  to 
SS?fS  Jch"r?or  the  illna  and  had  “ 
erick  Fraser  and  with  representatives  ^Jcl^Ls  a 

Nurses  and  quickly  formed  a plan  for  saving  sl^ht,  • c^r• 

runic  the  services  of  Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  as  manager,  under  Sir 
PrSeJici  rrase^'f  authority,  and  a system  of  follow-up  "Orh  by  the 

??s!t-to"5:?nSnoror”tgi:  s^t  ruiLSfs^ 

ft-  SriJief Sf Sf  nirg  f o-f  e Slfwfrf  ?naS  n-^__ 

rated' and  to  do  some  missionary  work  among  ‘J* ton. 

the  community  looking  to  bhe  wise  handling  also*  the  Committee 

It  Is  expected  that  Mr.  Burrltt  will  visit  Halifax  also,  tne  tom 
appointed  by  the  Red  Cross  being  Mr.  Allen,  chairman,  Mr.  , 

and  myself. 

and  for  thlf^llid  f S!f tSirsf^^fs^^o^SSn^ira^S^ofJf in 

iTvllltl  ffrSL‘pLirorSr  ^fSef c^Jraserlnd  his  Comlttee 
for  the  relief  of  the  persons  who  have  been  blinded. 

A story  eot  into  the  papers  here  which  makes  me 
foolish,  to  tirefff  t that  I wL  bringing  from  Halifax  a car  load 

Of  children.  The  source  of  the  information  niugt^ 

was  made  I am  unable  to  find.  I think  some  inadvertant  word  mus 


- 2 - 


have  been  dropped  about  our  proposition  to  Invite  pupils  from 
Halifax  and  when  It  became  known  that  I had  gone  to  Halifax  the 
story  was  made  up  out  of  some  one’s  brilliant  imagination.  However, 

I will  pocket  my  chagrin  since  I have  received  a number  of  checks 
that  will  shortly  reach  the  Relief  Committee  in  Halifax,  which  were 
the  direct  result  of  this  story’s  appearing  in  the  newspapers. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  number  of  totally 
blinded  children  is  not  so  great  as  we  feared.  That  perhaps  thirty 
or  forty  will  in  the  end  be  the  total  of  such  persons  blinded.  The 
proportion  of  those  blinded  is  large  among  the  women  of  middle  life, 
that  is,  from  twenty-one  to  forty,  and  this  will  be  the  greatest 
problem  of  re-education. 

Mr.  Allen  and  I,  as  the  Executive  Committee  of  our  Committee, 
have  agreed  that  our  chief  immediate  function  is  to  arge  upon  all  of 
the  blind  of  the  United  States  and  all  workers  for  the  blind,  that 
this  is  their  opportunity  to  do  service  and  it  can  best  be  done  by 
contributions  as  stated  above. 


Mr.  Bledsoe,  as  treasurer,  is  requested  to  maintain  a 
record  of  the  organizations  or  groups  in  our  various  schools  making 
contributions  as  well  as  keeping  record  of  the  donation  of  each 
school  as  it  comes  in.  I hope  that  every  pupil  of  the  New  York 
School  will  make  a contribution,  A girls’  club  of  the  Perkins 
Institution  has  made  a contribution,  likewise  one  of  our  boys’  clubs, 
and  I presume  other  organizations  will  do  so. 


emvc/bn 


Sincerely  yours 

Principal. 


THE  NEW  YORK  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  thirty-Tourth  Street 
New  YORK  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CUEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


January  22,  1918. 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Supt, 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

Dear  Sir  Frederick: 

A most  Ei’atlfylng  experience  came  to  me  yesterday  when 
two  of  our  older  girls  came  In  and  handed  me  a note  which  they 
backed  up  by  a somewhat  fuller  statement.  This  note  shows  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  which  has  developed  as  the  result  of  your 
great  misfortune.  I warmly  second  the  Invitation  of  our  girls. 

I read  the  letter  at  our  morning  assembly  to-day  and  the  whole 
school  voted  to  join  in  this  expression  of  good  will.  We  hope 
you  will  find  a way  even  yet  to  accept  our  offer  and  still  re- 
ceive your  payments  for  the  attendance  of  such  pupils  as  might 
be  sent  us.  They  would  do  us  good — we  hope  we  could  do  them 
good. 


On  my  return  from  Halifax  I found  your  letter  of  Januai*y 
8 referring  to  the  alwvo  matter,  which  was  in  reply  to  my  letter 
of  January  1.  I at  once  communicated  Its  substance  to  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors 
of  the  Blind. 

I found  when  I reached  New  York  that  some  one  had  in- 
vented a story  about  my  bringing  a group  of  children  to  New  York 
for  treatment.  This  was  published  In  several  papers  and  the 
National  Committee  for  Prevention  of  Blindness  was  the  recipient 
of  several  small  donations  especially  for  Halifax.  As  soon  as 
possible  the  Treasurer  will  be  instructed  to  forward  the  amoiuit 
to  you;  this  will  be  early  In  February,  after  our  I’xecutive  Com- 
mittee meets  and  takes  action.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  as  a 
possible  outgrowth  of  this  unauthorized  story  and  Its  spontaneous 
touching  of  people's  hearts,  that  we  might  use  the  resources  of 
the  National  Committee  to  try  to  raise  some  money  for  you.  The 
first  step  that  was  taken  after  we  met  in  Halifax  was  to  prevent 
blindness  and  money  donated  may  be  very  properly  go  to  your  Com- 
mittee on  Relief  to  be  disbursed  as  you  see  fit.  ffe  could  not 
reach  anywhere  near  the  magnificent  gift  of  Massachusetts,  $26,000, 
but  wo  should  like  to  help  if  we  can. 

Should  wc  find  It  desirable  to  use  some  photographs  and 
newspaper  "stories^  I feel  sure  you  will  co-operate  with  us  in 
securing  what  is  necessary  In  that  line. 

It  was  a great  satisfaction  to  me  to  visit  Halifax  and 
to  lend  a hand.  In  all  that  follows  you  can  count  on  ray  best 
endeavors  to  serve  you  and  your  people. 

With  kindest  rogartls  from  us  all,  teachers  and  pupils. 
Sincerely  yours. 


41*'  Jfinth  Arenne 


If  aw  York  City 

January  £1,  1918. 

I 


Uy  dear  Mr.  Tan  Clere. 

ee  have  b^en  rory  muoh  intereatel 
in  your  talica  about  the  Halifax  Rituation  and  we  nhould 
be  c'reatly  pleaped  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meeting  some 
of  these  affected  by  ti.is  terrible  disaster.  rte  shall 
be  glad  to  weloome  any  of  the  Halifax  people  who  may  oome 
as  students  to  our  school.  It  ^illl  make  us  happy  to  be 
able  to  share  our  pleanures  and  studies  with  onr  Halifax 
friondF,  and  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  them. 

Reppeotfblly  yoxu*s. 


The  older  girls* 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
N Ew  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CUEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


January  23,  1918, 


Supt.  Tliomas  S.  McAloney 
School  for  the  Blind 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

My  dear  Mr.  McAloney: 

Tills  is  in  reply  to  yodr  letter  of  January  21,  Mr. 
Allen  and  I discussed  the  possibility  of  a joint  meeting  of  the 
two  Committees  and  so  far  as  we  could  see  there  was  no  need  for 
such  a meetinc  at  the  present  time.  Aside  from  the  very  consid- 
erable expense  that  would  be  entailed  we  do  not  see  what  action 
could  be  taken  by  these  Cominittees  meetlnp:  top;ethcr  with  our 
present  state  of  information, 

Wliat  is  needed  for  Halifax  is  all  the  money  that  we 
can  contribute  towar<l  their  endowment  fund  started  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Special  Relief  Committee  in  the  donation  of  $25,000, 

This  fund  will  be  used  in  the  re-education  and  rehabilitation 
of  those  blinded  in  the  disaster  and  later  on  for  blinded  adults 
in  general,  I presume.  At  the  present  time  we  need  to  do  all 
that  we  can  to  increase  this  fund.  The  National  Committee  for 
Prevention  of  Blindness  has  received  about  $200  and  will  doubt- 
less receive  more  as  the  result  of  an  appeal  we  are  sending  all 
over  the  country, 

■ I 

Tlie  best  story  I have  seen  as  the  result  of  Interviews, 
is  the  one  in  the  N.  Y.  Herald  of  January  20,  I suppose  you  get 
a clipping  service  and  will  probably  receive  this,  if  not,  let 
me  know  and  I will  try  to  get  one  for  you. 

I think  you  will  do  well  to  write  to  each  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  A.  ¥,  13,  Committee  the  resume  which  you  suggest. 
This  might  take  on  somewhat  the  form  of  Mr.  Allen's  diary  letter 
that  he  sent  to  all  of  us,  Mr.  Allen  said  to  me  that  he  felt 
that  this  was  the  one  opportunity  tliat  the  blind  of  the  United 
States  had  ever  had  to  do  a kind  and  helpful  act  for  our  neigh- 
boring sightless  people  and  in  his  judgment  the  reaction  upon 
those  who  would  give, even  if  it  were  only  the  smallest  piece  of 
silver,  Koi^d  be  wortl\/'  a great  deal  to  them.  If  the  appeal 
could  go,"^  you  suggest,  in  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  with 
a complete  statement  of  the  actual  facts  and  needs,  and  Mr, 

Walter  Holmes  would  act  an  treasurer  of  the  blind  people  of  the 
United  States  who  read  the  Ziegler  they  would  immediately  make 
up  a fund  which,  though  perhaps  Inconsiderable,  would  vet  be  a 
testimonial. 


In  the  paragraph  above  I have  considerably  expanded 
s thouglit  but  I feel  sure  he  would  join  with  me  in 
this  statement.  Can  not  the  agreement  to  make  the  appeal  through 
the  Ziegler  Magazine  and  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  bo  arranged 
by  correspondence  and  the  appeal  promptly  made? 

U / /?L  !■  0 OA  0 . 


/►  f- 


Sincerely  yours. 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 

EOWARO  M.  VAN  CLEVE,  PRINCIPAL 


January  HI,  iniR. 


Director  Edward  E.  AJlen 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Mass, 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Hail,  Friend!  I am  p;lad  you  are  within  nearer  strik- 
ing distance.  Tlie  carhon  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Persons  and 
your  penciled  letter  from  your  chamber  at  the  Halifax  Hotel 
brouglit  much  of  interest  and  I am  delighted  that  you  stayed 
over  for  I am  quite  sure  that  nothing  would  yet  be  doing  if 
you  had  not. 

Yesterday  I had  quite  a conference  with  Mr.  Migel . 

He  is  deep  in  work  for  the  War  Department  now  and  has  had  little 
information  of  vh  at  happened  at  Halifax.  I told  him  and  he  said 
"bully."  He  urged  that  the  right  way  to  do  things  now  was  to 
strike  while  the  iron  was  hot,  I confess  that  I am  made  some- 
what restive  by  the  failure  to  go  ahead  and  do  things  chiefly 
because  I feel  quite  sure  that  unless  something  is  done  now  the 
Interest  will  be  dissipated  and  we  shall  not  be  able  to  accom- 
plish what  we  set  out  to  do.  Your  service  at  Halifax  was  both 
opportune  and  sufficiently  prolonged  to  make  them  realize  up 
there  that  we  mean  business.  Now  as  soon  as  it  is  at  all  pos- 
sible to  get  some  definite  reports,  through  Miss  Rand's  work, 
we  ought  to  Insist  upon  it  that  the  Committee  shall  meet  and 
draw  up  a plan.  Whether  that  meeting  should  be  here  in  New 
York  or  at  Halifax  let  the  Chairman  determine.  I see  no  ob- 
jection to  Sir  Frederickfecomlng  down  here  and  taking  a couple 
of  weeks'  rest  if  ho  wishes  to  do  so  and  I should  insist  upon 
it  tliat  he  come  not  later  than  the  first  of  March.  That  would 
make  possible  our  Committee  meeting  eltrher  at  that  time  here  or 
immediately  after  Sir  Frederick's  return  at  Halifax.  Mr.  Migel 
says  he  wants  to  help  and  he  is  intending  to  help  either  through 
the  Red  Cross  or  through  our  own  movement  hut  he  advises  that 
if  the  Red  Cross  does  not  come  across  with  a good  big  donation 
we  ought  to  make  a big  appeal  and  go  after  large  sums  tlirough- 
out  the  country.  His  idea  is  that  the  Red  Cross  has  announced 
that  it  purposes  to  do  rehabilitation  work  all  over  the  world. 

Here  is  a cliance  for  it  to  prove  its  sincerity  and  perhaps  it 
is  tlie  function  of  this  Committee  to  call  its  bluff.  I do  not 
think  it  is  bluff Ing, though  some  may  think  so. 

I have  Just  received  a very  interesting  brief  letter 
from  Mr.  Persons  In  which  he  approves  the  item  now  appearing  in 
tile  News  Letter,  proof  of  whicli  T have  before  me,  and  states 
that  he  would  like  very  much  to  hear  what  we  have  done  at  Halifax, 


Director  Rdward  E.  Allen 


Jan.  ni,101R. 


_ o _ 


It  seems  that  Mr.  Carstens  had  not  reported  to  him  as  we  thoue-ht 
he  had.  Your  letter  to  him  will  be  all  that  is  sufficient  before 
you  make  your  next  report. 

I am  enclosing  one  of  the  pictures  of  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  and  his  boy.  You  will  see  that  I did  not  over-do  the 
exposure.  I am  also  sending  you  one  of  the  little  snap  shots 
taken  at  the  Dartmouth  Church.  Xou  will  not  be  able  to  recoir- 
nlze  your  noble  profile  but  the  picture  will  serve  to  recall  ’ 
what  the  explosion  did  to  the  little  house  of  worslilp. 

Miss  lllller  arrived  Tuesday  and  is  now  studying  her 
problem.  I am  jrlad  to  have  her  here  to  see  something  of  the 
work  before  the  teacher  now  in  charge  leaves  us. 

I am  enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  written  about  the 
Double  Duty  Flnwer  Guild.  You  doubtless  have  received  an  In- 
quirj'  similar  to  mine. 

\^hoever  takes  Mr.  Ray’s  place  will  have  to  know 
something  of  work  for  the  deaf.  in  some  ways  I think  this  is 
a very  hard  place  to  fill. 


Cordl al ly 


EMVC/liN 


Principal . 


New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  S4th  St. 

New  York 


COPY 


February  6,  1918. 

Director  Fdward  I.  iAllen 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Mr.  Burritt  came  up  Monday  evening  and  spent  the  night  and  Tuesday 
until  noon  with  me.  I told  him  all  I knew  about  the  RalifaB  situation. 
This  morning  comes  a letter  from  Mr.  MoAloney  which  I enclose.  I shall 
thank  you  for  a statement  at  your  early  convenience  which  I may  use  in 
writing  to  all  the  members  of  the  .-joint  committee  of  the  two  Associations 
complying  with  Mr.  McAloney's  suggestion  in  his  paragraph  three.  I need 
to  have  further  information  from  you,  however,  as  suggested  in  his  para- 
graph four,  before  I can  do  ao. 

(Signed)  Fdward  M.  Van  Cleve 
Principal 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  York  City 

EDWARD  M-  VAN  CUEVB.  PBIHCIAAl 


February  16,  1918. 


Mp.  Fclward  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Mr.  McAloney  lias  been  punchlnG:  mo  up  and  I have 
written  the  enclosed  letter  to  all  the  members  of  our  two 
ComDiittoes.  I think  you  will  agree  with  what  I have  said 
in  it. 


As  you  observe  I have  not  used  anything  of  your 
"lengthy  former  explanation"  referred  to  in  your  letter  of 
February  14  in  any  way  and  so  far  as  the  other  fund  raisings 
are  concerned  I have  taken  no  further  steps  especially  since 
I received  the  su?5gestlon  both  flnm  you  and  Sir  Frederick  Fraser 
that  It  would  be  unwise  to  go  after  money  now  wlien  the  American 
Red  Cross  has  not  taken  its  stand.  Nothing  can  be  done  then 
further  until  after  our  meeting  wltli  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  and 
the  meeting.  If  there  Is  any,  of  tlie  International  Committee. 
Both  of  these  will  be  nostponed  until  all  of  the  fizz  is  out, 


I greatly  fear,  unless  somebody  ptishes.  Tlie  Initials  of  the 


names  of  that  somebody  I think  of  are  E.E.A. 

Tile  appeal  through  the  Nat.  Com.  for  P.O.B.  had  .already 
bedn  made  I had  the  hunch  to  nut  on  the  soft  pedal  . I do 

not  think  any  harm  will  be  done  i^y  this,  however,  and  the  nearly 
$1000  that  I now  iiave  will  not  come  In  amiss. 


Sincerely  ^our^^ 


h'elvruary  16,  loiR 


To  ilio  Wot^ort!  of  tfM*  Cvinrilttoos  of  tho 

• and  A,A«Iai>«  on  tfio  ftallfax  ''liAiotlon, 

I^adtoB  ond  »JoT)tlor.(oni 

rTealdoat  KcAJonoy  oocxjunl cutod  to  you  Undor  <lAt« 
of  J«nuary  r'G  tlio  facts  and  cortaln  aui^rostl  on*  rolatlre  to 
t!io  Halifax  situation,  nio  concliKlI nj;  i>apu”;rH]^)  wan  a nuir— 
irontion  t!«at  you  oli«mld  wrltp  me  your  thought  on  tJjo  mat  tern 
rt'ferred  to  by  him.  Up  to  tho  pJ^^acnt  tine  T hnwo  heard  frtoa 
one  oomvor  of  t!io  Joint  Cota^lttoo  ijy  mall,  fron  another  throupfi 
■ r,  cUoncy,  fptw  a third  by  to]op()oi>c,  fn^n  tlw’  fourth  by 
pertional  amferenco  amt  frou  Ur,  A71en  a etatn;  ent  of  r.^oervoa. 

, ..  •<?««  dou livable  that  a stutcbcnt  nbmiltl  bo  wado 

4**  CoMHlttoo  of  tlws  present  aoc«tofllslM'<ont6 

In  ^ultlen  to  wfiut  hr,  ’’oAlonoy  has  reported  and  a au<^t^8tl(wi 
an  to  Wie  future, 

Mr,  All  on  rooslned  In  flalifax  for  three  weeks  (he  Is 

clinic  If.  mine  forward 

with  sotisfactory  restiltn,  linrlntt  had  eltrlity  pu« onts  at  last 
Bcopwts,  The  ollnlc  Is  bolnr  conducted  at  tho  (lallfax  Fcfwol 
rt)r  W)o  Kllnd  with  Fir  S’rederlok  :>a«er  In  clxtrrro  ixit  under  tlio 
li*»d1«te  direction  of  Mias  Lotto  ft,  Hand  of  Ifansnchuset ts. 

Tie  local  oculists  are  oomperatlnr  to  iwiko  It  a miccens, 

e *7  wnTmotlen  with  the  cl  mic  an.1  tm-ler  dli'oa- 

tlon  of  r.Jr  t'mdevlck  s rueer,  a hlstorv  of  oech  cane  of  nersons 

^ a aerinlte  banifi  on  which  to  tatae  action.  At  tlila  time  there 
^ a re«»>r>l  of  sixteen  children  wtio  wore  reixleret!  totally  blind, 
^^_.*‘***^*’  ’Tot  y^t  T’oen  determined  un!  It  la 

Months  rill  raws  befer©  on  ever  ap- 
®oJe  up;  a cnjiplete  lint  1*  i©8palre<l  of  since 
T-'®  bMndo<l  arxl  who  are  teoJI^T  SwJ 

> O’  tuiTo  Ic'ft  Halifax  nm!  Virir  wT’er<'nboatw  are  unfenown, 

of  -H*®  relief  of  the  Mlnde<l  In  rralffax 

foe  * *^'^^rick  raser  In  chaln^uin  has  wurflclent  fun.Is 

Cor  its  pri>bloia  of  providing  properly 

T?*!”*^.,***  -imcult  one  on-  the  bSrden  is  ^ 

h tlieoplnlon  of  the  writer  that  wc  do  not  reollse 

«e^v  • i**  r<*dorlck  rnmer  sold  In  tlie  earlv  dars 

T ’?!**•  ^^"t  doslroble  Is  that  the 

t-xiln.-  car©  of  Uio  future,  which  fund  ' ir 
Hmti  rroposo<l  in  his  last  annual  report  an!  which 

suauannLi  tho  dlsastir  of  r«oon,bcr  0,  sln>uld  be 

sljoul^'^S^’ml'^od  ®*Jt1w>tel  thot  is  tho  least  Btaa  that 

tCs  far  the  lurmet  alnrle  donation 

nellof,  boon  by  tlie  hasunchunetts  coamlttoc  on 


7lio  Aaorioan  Red  Croon  ban  already  ahnwn  a dlara>«l- 
Hon  to  rewler  auch  aenrJo**  ao  Is  praotl  cable  and  aoae  KieB*x»ra 
of  nur  OosBilttee  bare  said  that  a fi^enoroua  donation  Tmci  that 
aotirco  nufrht  to  be  osicecl  Tor*  Also,  that  we  aliould  approach 
the  Bana^rem  of  the  A*l)aF«]l.  vund  with  a siif'rxeation  that  Vwy 
stake  a oontributloo. 

About  Uie  first  of  March  it  la  Ijopetl  tliat  the  Special 
Connlttoo,  appointed  by  the  Anerlcojt  llotl  Cross  to  aet  with  a 
CoriHlttee  of  Rnllroniana,  will  bo  able  to  t»eet  and  offer  a plan. 

My  mjff-oatlnn  is  that  our  Joint  Coroittoe  of  the  A.A.I.R.  and 
A.A.w.n.  eo-oporatc  In  followinR  out  tijo  suerestlona  of  the 
tntemntional  CoMBdttec  if  t!>ey  approwo  tlMWisolTos  to  our  i!T<wp. 

At  any  iw»te  lot  us  await  this  report  and  oo-operato  in  any  way 
tiiat  we  can. 

In  tlio  meantlne  tTtoro  is  In  the  hnmls  of  Mr.  Blodaoe 
o fisiil  oonslstlnr  of  t!»o  donations  that  hawe  i^een  made  by  rarious 
scT^oola,  except  such  as  have  sent  tholr  donatlnna  directly  to 
Sir  » redertck  i rasor.  This  fnnd  la  belnjr  held,  at  tl»e  direction 
of  rrosident  J'cAlonoy,  aubjcct  to  tlte  dlepositlon  of  our  Cocsilttec 
as  to  wJwm  it  shall  Iw  forwonlod  to  r.ir  i redoric'r.  Miall  we  now 
direct  t!>at  it  bo  aent  to  IiIgiT 


Tlie  National  Coacilttec  for  I*rovention  of  RllmlnoM 
has  nearly  a iltousand  dollars  8r«cially  contributed,  ^loh  will 
be  sent  very  shortly  ti'  Sir  hTederlck  Fraser.  Aa  additions  are 
aent  in  t!iey  will  bo  forwarded  later. 


I sliall  keen  you  infonaetl  of  any  dcvcloTvsents  and 
shall  bo  rdind  to  have  any  auj^nroatlonn. 


Yours  truly 


ntve/jm 


Ctial  man 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  blin 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVB,  PKINCIAAL 


February  18,  1018. 


i!r.  I'Xlward  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Herewltli  I liancl  you  Major  Borclley's 
letter  with  my  reply.  l think  you  know  that  this 
was  In  the  air  and  l presume  that  you  will  want  to 
tell  him  about  our  projected  conference.  By-tlie-way, 
will  that  conference  be  held  In  New  York  or  Boston? 
Are  you  pjannlnn;  to  uraje  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  to  make 
his  projected  visit  early  In  March? 

I am  asklne;  these  questions  because  I am 
trylnc  to  plan  aliead  for  certain  matters. 


Cordial 1 


Principal . 


emvc/bn 


COPY. 


War  Deyartnient 

Office  of  the  Surgeon  General 
vVachiig  ton 


February  1 6, 1918. 

Lr.  Edward  L.  Van  Cleve, 

New  York  Institute  for  Education  of  the  Blind, 

Ninth  Ave.at  54th  St., 

New  YorK  City. 

My  dear  Mr.  Van  Cleve: 

I am  eytreraely  anxious  to  know  \vh?..t  you  found  out 
in  Halifax.  I have  made  the  ijrojjosi  tion  to  the  Surgeon 
General  to  offer  our  hospi tal-echooi  to  tne  Canadian 
Government  and  he  has  acceded  to  rny  request.  I want 
to  taice  only  the  adult  males  or  boys  over  sixteen. 

Any  information  will  be  greatly  aijpreciated  by 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  BCRELEY, 

Major,  Medical  Reserve  Corp 


THE  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 

NtNTH  AVENUE  AT  TH  I RT  V- Fo  U RTH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE,  PAINCIFAL 


Fefiruary  is,  tniR, 


Janms  Borclley,  M.  D. 

Major,  Modi.cal  Reserve  Corps 
Washlnpjton,  I),  C. 

Jly  dear  Major  Bordloy: 

I am  taking  the  liberty  of  sending 
your  letter  on  to  Mr.  Allen, who  Is  the  Chairman 
of  our  Committee  appointed  by  the  American  Red 
Cross, and  who  will  speali  for  the  Committee. 

I am  greatly  interested  In  your  propo- 
sition to  offer  the  hospital -school  to  the  Canadian 
Government, 


I am  writing  Mr.  Allen  to  write  you 

proi.;ptly. 


Yours  truly. 


emvc/bn 


Principal 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 


n ew  York  C itv 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAl 


FelDruarv  lOlP 


Mr.  Edv/arcl  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  MassacJiusetts 
Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

This  mornine;  I am  in  receipt  of  a letter 
from  Mr.  Swift  resifrninn:  as  a inemher  of  our  Joint 
Committee.  Of  course  I can  n-t  accept  his  resin-na- 
tion as  I did  not  appoint  him.  I enclose  herewitli  a 
copy  of  iny  reply,  as  well  as  a copy  of  his  letter. 

I am  not  as  yet  comiiiunicatin.q:  Avlth  any  other  inemher 
of  the  Comrnttee  or  witli  Mr.  McAloney,  but  felt  that 
I oup:ht  as  soon  as  possible^put  this  communication  in 
your  hands . 

This  morning  I am  sending  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  a check  for^l4,  donations  made  through  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 
There  will  he  some  additions  to  tlils^  though  I think  we 
have  most  tliat  will  cone  in. 


emvc/bn 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
N Ew  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PAINCipal 


Februai*y  ?F,  191 P. 


Mr,  S.  C.  Swift 

142  College  Street 

Toronto,  Canada 

Dear  Mr.  Swift: 

Your  tetter  of  February  26,  rocolvod  this  morninp, 
astonishea  me.  Upon  what  facts  you  base  your  decision  that 
you  can  no  lonrer  serve  as  a member  of  the  committee  of  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Association  of  VTorkors  for  the  Blind 
and  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  on  . 
relief  for  the  blinded  at  Halifax  there  is  no  ln<licatlon  In 
your  letter. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledjro  the  alma  and  methods  of 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser  have  the  approval  of  citizens  of  Halifax 
in  whom  the  community  reposes  confidence.  For  example,  lion. 

Mr.  Justice  Harris  and  Mr.  Ceorjre  S.  Campbell  are  closely  as- 
sociated witli  and  endorse  Sir  Frederick's  work.  To  tlie  plan 
f orTondom.ient  fund  for  the  l>31nd,  presented  at  the  46 th  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind, 
dignitaries  of  church  and  state  lend  countenance. 

In  the  absence  of  any  information  other  than  the 
public  and  personal  expressions  of  confidence  in  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  which  have  come  to  me,  cxcej)t  your  report  of  privately 
communicated  criticism,  I am  obliged  to  say  that  our  work  in 
behalf  of  the  blinded  at  Halifax  ought  not,  in  ny  judgment,  to 
be  interrupted. 

In  a spirit  of  genuine  helpfulness  and  impelled  by  a 
belief  tlsat  the  blinded  at  Halifax,  victims  of  tl’.e  war  as  truly 
as  any  soldiers  In  France,  need  and  deserve  our  assistance,  we 
have  undertaken  this  service.  It  can  succeed  only  as  it  is 
heartily  supported  l:y  all  of  us  and  I hope  It  may  yet  come  to 
pass  that  you  will  find  your  Information  not  entitled  to  cre- 
dence . 


Yours 


truly. 


Principal  . 


PMVij/rN 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 

NtNTH  AVENUE  AT  TH  J RT  Y- FO  U RTH  STREET 

New  York  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIAAt. 


February  28,  1018, 


Mr.  Erlward  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  institution 

V(  ate  rtown , Mas  s . 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

This  Is  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  February  20 
relative  to  the  Halifax  situation  quotlnn;  a lone  passace  from 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser’s  letter.  The  time  for  ronsinc  much 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  country  In  favor  of  relief  funds  for 
Halifax  is  rapidly  passlni"  or  else  has  past.  Tt  is  my  opinion 
that  unless-,  the  American  Red  Cross  makes  a liberal  donation 
we  have  almost  reached  the  amount  of  money  that  will  be  contrib- 
uted in  the  United  States.  Vihat  the  American  Red  Cross  will 
do  depends  on  facts  as  well,  possibla,  as  recommendations.  The 
facts  we  have  not  as  yet. 

It  is  not  disappointment,  nor  Is  It  relief,  that  we 
are  likely  to  find  among  people  who  hear  that  the  Halifax  blinded 
are  very  few  comparitively . It  is  a susnicion  that  the  facts 
are  being  held  back  for  some  reason  or  other.  Personally,  I 
re/rret  that  the  local  jealousies  or  whatnot  have  so  delayed 
activities  that  we  all  seem  to  be  very  much  in  the  dark. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  A.  A.  W.  B.  and 
A.  A.  I.  B.  I have  suggested  that  we  wait  until  the  International 
Commission  has  made  its  report  to  tlie  American  Red  Cross.  After 
that  we  shall  be  in  position  to  do  something.  I reiterate, 
however,  that  if  tlie  doing  soinetliing  is  to  raise  money  we  shall 
probably  meet  with  ill  success. 


emvc/ln 


Yours 


Principal . 


Copy  to  Mr.  Burritt. 


.V- 

->4 


The  new  YORK  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  City 

2 EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


^’aT'ch  11,  1019. 


Mr.  Edward  K.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Marcli  9,T  will  say 
that  in  my  judgment  It  is  not  necessary  fox'  me  to  see  the 
lonp  letter  of  Mr.  Swift.  I have  had  one  from  him  which 
is  marked ’private"  and  I have  promised  to  respect  his  con- 
fidence hut  I am  bound  to  say  to  you  that  what  Is  written 
in  the  letter  does  not  approach  in  definiteness  of  accusa- 
tion what  you  have  copied  of  his  postscript  in  your  letter 
to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser.  The  whole  matter  appears  in  my 
mind  to  be  a foolish  tg^pest  in  a tea-pot  and  the  youne:  man 
has  q:iven  ear  to  cossipAhas,  witliout  judicial  consideration^ 
taken  a step  which  I liope  he  will  regret. 

My  respectlnir  the  confidence  of  JJr.  Swift  does 
not  forbid  my  sending  you  a copy  of  a letter  which  I wrote 
on  Saturday  in  response  to  his.  I am  also  wrltlnn:  this 
morninfT  to  Sir  Fredex’lck  Frasex'  a letter,  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed. 

Unless  tliere  are  further  developments  I deem  it 
inadvisable  to  bother  Mr.  llxirrltt  with  this  matter. 

Cordial 1 y 


EMVC/IIN 


Pri ncipal . 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Njnth  Avenue  at  Thirty*Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CUEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


March  11,  iniR 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Giipt. 

School  for  the  Blind 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
My  dear  Sir  Frederick; 

Mr.  Allen  has  sent  me  a copy  of  his  letter  to  you 
referrlnjr  to  correspondence  between  Mr.  S.  C.  Swift  and  my- 
self. It  !iad  been  ray  purpose  to  acquaint  you  v.’ith  the  fact 
of  Mr.  Swift's  defoctlon  as  soon  as  T had  ?cnowled,<,-e  of  his 
fFrouiuls.  Mr.  Allen's  letter  to  yt  u indicates  that  Mr.  Srrlft 
wrote  in  much  more  explicit  terms  to  Mr.  Allen  than  he  did  to 
lie. 


It  was  to  me  a cause  of  astonishment  that  Hr.  .Swift 


could  srlve  ear  to  what  T deemed  unfounded  and  possibly  malicious 
rumor,  and  his  action  brines  to  me  both  for  your  sake 

and  Ills  o'm. 


Sincerely 


emvc/bn 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty*Fourth  Street 
N EW  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE,  PRINCIPAL 


March  9,  191S, 


Mr.  s.  c.  Swift 

142  College  Street 

Toronto,  Canada 


Dear  Sir: 


Your  latest  letter  has  remained  on  my  desk  for 
tlireo  days  and  I have  hcen  carefully  thinking  about  the 
matters  which  you  bring  to  my  attention,  I have  road  tlie 
letter  over  a number  of  times  In  the  effort  to  understand 
why  voii  would  talce  so  drastic  a step  as  you  have  taken  to 
shotf disapproval  of  too  exuberant  claims  for  the  character 
of  tlie  teaching  done  at  the  Halifax  School  of  returned  blind- 
ed soldiers,  and  of  an  unverified  report  of  suspected  mis- 
direction of  funds. 

In  themselves  these  two  examples  of  actions  tending 
to  destroy  your  confidence  In  Sir  Frederick  frnscr  would  seem 
not  sufficiently  convincing,  for  It  does  not  anpear  that  Sir 
Frederick  himself  made  extravagant  claims  but  only  timt  be 
failed  to  modify  them  when,  as  alleged,  they  were  made  by 
others;  and,  as  to  the  second  ground  of  criticism.  It  appears 
that  the  charge  of  misuse  of  funds  has  no  basis  except  such 
as  gossip  is  grounded  on. 

The  most  astonishing  statement  that  I find  In  your 
letter  is  the  following:  "T  am  not  In  a position  Personally 
to  make  any  charges  which  I could  prove,  apart  from  that  of 
misrepresentation  In  the  matter  of  massage,  but  when  reports 
from  I.ngland,  Canada  and  the  United  States  agree  In  denounc- 
ing the  motives  and  tlie  methods  of  Sir  Frederick  P’rasor,  It 
Is  time  for  me  to  separate  myself  from  any  moveJt'onts  looking 
to  Ills  benefit,"  You  have  not  offered  testimony  to  the  above 
effect  and  In  the  absence  of  any  testimony  I am  still  loft 
with  my  own  faith  in  Sir  Frederick  unimpaired,  for  I could 
not  lend  myself  to  putting  confidence  In  rumor  or  to  belief 
in  attacks  made  In  the  dark. 

In  this  T do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  you  have 
entertained  a purpose  yourself  to  attack  Sir  Frederick  In  any 
unmanly  way,  for  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  mean  to 
denounce  him  In  public.  In  this  determi nation  to  do  nothing 
sub  rosa  you  win  the  approval  of  any  honest  man,  though  I have 
a feeling  of  sincere  regret  that  you  have  been  misled,  as  it 
seems  to  me. 


Mr.  S.  C.  f5wlft 
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Of  course,  since  you  ask  It,  I shall  respect  your 
request  to  hold  confidential  your  letter  dated  2/3 /IR,  thouj^h 
It  puts  ino  In  the  very  difficult  position  of  holding  firm 
my  respect  for  Sir  i‘’rederlck  Fraser,  while  I have  had  a state- 
ment from  you  supposedly  sufficient  to  Justify  your  action 
In  refusing  to  act  longer  with  the  Coitaulttee.  In  other  words, 

I am  presumed  to  icnow  that  you  have  Justifiable  grounds  for 
withdrawal  and  icay  not  disclose  them. 

In  closing,  let  mo  reiterate  what  I said  to  you 
before,  that  I hope  on  reflection  and  on  receiving  further 
light  you  will  find  your  Information  to  have  lacked  sufficient 
basis  for  such  drastic  action.  Thereupon,  T am  quite  sure, 
you  will  take  a stand  frankly  opposed  to  your  present  position. 


Sincerely  yourjay 


rjy(vc/;iN 


Principal 


Uarcn  1919. • 


Sir  Frcjcrlc*  Fraaer,i 
School  for  the  Elir.a,i 
Halifax,,  }..  S. 
Dfar  Sir  Frtarrlcx:- 


LiiBt  evriaently  iti  tc-r  rec«‘ivlRi  M-  - Van  rt 

Circular  Intter  to  .n^rere  of  tne  Halifax  Co.axvtec  of  Vfto  f , t I “ 
A.A.H.P.I,Vr.-  S.  C.  S*ifl  Of  Toronto,  one  of  thlc  coaslttee 
ucon  to  Tito  Mr.,  Van  Cieve,,  cnalraan,.  a letter  hloapproviL  o \ 
coni  alAtexrnta  of  youra  ana  Eothoas  attrltutea  to  you  or 

for  tne  HaUfax  ur.a  for  the  Jnio.xent,  fur.a  for  tn/pT''" 

inforaatior  Mr.;  Van  Cieve  very  croc,  rlv  . * fiina.'  Tftia 

reply  to  Mr.:  E.ift,  expreacin,  ..tonilL'enT  arra^'l'eir ''  “ 
lutely  xrotf  Mr.,  S^ft.  a letter  of  Hieii  1 

foil  i„  '’--“‘U  to 

frr.UMon  to  .rlt,  you  .toot  o^.U  o, 

to  .0  i.rU,  out  or  .tfootion.i.  ,„tn  ^ ot“to«ori,.;  .03  , 

.ten  » to!>tt,  to..  ,0.  3,3., 

oola  ....  to  6...  "••■  •"■or.s  fo.U.j  it,., 

«y  first  iapulri-  rr 

‘"•t  aoln,  u.i.  ...  ,...,1,  ,1""/°"  “'■•■'  ‘'“'f-  ‘otter,,  t„,  , , 

..0  ..a  ...t  t.rl;,’  1:'/  “ ■"  ‘ “--‘a  . ,H,  ' lT2  V 

eenjlr;  •‘is  Preaenl.  leeiira.  no  ^ ” for  t.fiia 

" , ' ‘ o- 

Si*lft  Chargee  you  r- 

•■•ry  =>t,.er  pl.oe.  i„  c.r.j.'ro'r-t 6 -‘-'J  Toronto 

that  "upBaraB  of  LOO  » ®*^or.gth  of  « alBeta-*  ' .*c- 

- tar  rooent  I"  “'--a  n.vr  “'.  rr:* 

Ontario  ‘aa  tr.t  rTt^u'  ‘"''f  “ ‘ ” 

““ra  ‘lia  .1.1,,,  . “"‘‘rttlcc  .jent  roi nn t.ti„. 

»aa“»  <a  t,u  bIu  '”  •'••'■  a“  tn.t  ‘“aonto 

=a*“at  ta  Ontl;;.  ' : 'arm., 

’arat  Ern.t„  '»»  a...  ...o...  *.  ’““a  "at' 

l“‘ll..  Eotooi  r..3  t tae  tit-,,  - ,'  »t  C.n.a.  .. 

“aotn  aaeunotaon."  ‘a.,..,. 


“ latter 


Of 


ana  nave  not 


ii>  aucb  acup 
ciicular  liT-atei;, 
aiovt  the  tre&tr.  of 
halx  t i.> 

'll. 

l>l  V tit  0 
tranci.Lb  o 

ure,  tor  ti.e  tif.aroV 

auiuti’i, • libii'ir.j.  us  no*,  to 


tact,  that  tiheee  «,fcn  aia  not,  pass  at  all  (except  in  part) 
yet  receivca  their  otrti t icates.' 

1 alll  quote  the  poel.eoript  pa^e  Iron  Wr.l  Salt!  *8  letter  ic  which 
he  tuiLfc  Ml  t,he  nituhtion  troa  his  point  of  view.: 

"i:  ::;ir  FrcatrlcK.  iiraoer  1b  perfectly  sincere, i why  aoee  his  ajent 
here  say  ohi  Is  out,  for  the  School  pure  ana  Bihple,^  while  his  circular 
appf..'\i  13  louGca  to  the  nuizte  with  newly  tlinaea  acaunltlon?  If  there 
crate  ricel  lor  ihe  Mlnico  vlctlue  ci  tot  liCw.£.*,or  ta  tnig 
.tec,,  why  aoes  a preu  inert  Kalxtax  laay,  ui.osc  ccaiactcr  is 

cvencJo.',  era  who  i r:  out  ut  u.e  B oot  proa  inunt^iona 

relief  cor  i er  c,  > oc e to  loror.tc  to  teU  ti.=  Deuifters  or  ise 

p.n  that  cuijxcxcr;t  iur.ac  art  .vuilatrc  tirl  Ine  bcvcrcBiint  iirtaiy 

catverc:,.  u:.a  t>  this  stuteiei.l,  stccrcf.  tn,  oivereron  to  oiir-r 

relief  worx  oi  U7„CCo.0U  raise.  c>  the  Uu.hters  or  tn'e  fa- 

.ii.aror  why  uia  hir  freaorioK  Fraser  write  ua  i^st 

«rii-  . ■ district  lor  tear  ot  inyury  tc 

Clax,vi.ac  utccxi,.^  Coup,'  "Lchrary  Lea.a.  - ana  thw  . 

...I-,  .--h-.r  ...lori.il  .,.ui  » t,„  ,L  t.L  . 

sn  .•.eort-i,  „e  v.aa  sriiing  to  lorcntc  ic  tr,  y ■ ' 

tnat  t.ne  wnoie  of  t.Ut  powcrlui  cracr  rc  ‘ Turr^Tlr 'o''T 

■x^ney-^ettine  Machine  for  his  own  local  .nee^sy  sna  i n 

01  the  newly  tiioaec  ot  Halifax  is  rot  the  sole  il  the  reea 

the  pfeser.t  caa.paign,,  what  right  has  Sir  Fr-a  ^ ‘ o-acae  for 

retusea  to  consent  to  coiieciicca  Ir  th  u “ Fr&eer,  who  hi.t  always 

-->.1 1...  .iiu-u..,. ... 

aha  perianent  activities,;"  ^ to  sssirt  hit  iccal 

No:*,'  Sir  FreacnoK,,  I thinx  i unaerut,,„.  h 

c.,  „out  - v.„r  , ■‘'•tBe 

‘nous..  iOO  . conuer.u,.,.  ...  1“'" 

non  no.n  r„„„  X0„  ,0ur...u  .oxu  i. 

Clle.e  you  u.uo  ,oU  lu  ....  ^ “n  ootuul  o.-,ct.ou.,  i 

'‘'“■ni  Usut  o..  „ , ' "-'nnooMM.  lor  .t..  , 

'«■•»  =uo..„  for  .o„o,  ,0.  r..;' ‘n  ‘“olr  ^uu- 

ni-  ....  r.c.l.ea  ...  ° '■"‘‘'••"nt.  fn.a;  tut  .y,., 

Pro.l.ce  ...  Ne.tour.al,„a.|  ’°  nlln. 

0“  a he  intereotca  to  learn  what  t>«'CauBe  I pave  iaaginea  you 

•-“ors,.  I ».,£  rieUero'.T.r'"*" 

‘U-ru.or.  If  not, 

Coraiaiiy  your&,i 


Stfjt  Canatian  iSatioiial  ilitirarp  for  tfje  JSliiiti 

(INCORPORATED  1906) 

9c(oun(0  Alibiirti  flnnanHp  b;*  Ontario  Brparlmrnt  of  Cbucation 


PrMidsnt  : 

C.  W,  CARRUTHEBS,  B.A..  Barrittftr 

Treanwrar  : 

E.  W.  HERMON 

S«cr«l«ry>Qeneral  and  Librarian 
S.  C.  SWIFT.  M.A 


Palrona  ; 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  DUKE  OF  DEVONSHIRE 
Qovernor-Qeneral  of  Canada 

HER  EXCELLENCY  THE  DUCHESS  OF  DEVONSHIRE 

Honorary  Proaidont : 

C.  R.  DICKSON,  M.D. 
Honorary^Aaaoctate  of  the  Order  of  tho 
Hospital  of  St.John  of  Jerusalem  in  England 

TELEPHONE  : Col.  77 


Chairman  Advisory  Council; 
L H.  WELDON.  President 
Provincial  Paper  Mills 

Honorary  Solicitor  : 
GORDON  PLAXTON 

Bankers  ; 

DOMINION  BANK 


142  COLLEGE  ST.. 


Toronto,  ont 

4-3-18. 

E.  E.  Allen,  Rnn.  , 3ui.t-, 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Bl’inT, 

VfetortoY/n , L'a.ss. 

Dear  t'r.  Allen* 

I hasten  to  reply  to  you  r letter  of  the  2nd  inst. 
asking  r.e  to  explain  ny  position  re^ardim:  Sir  Frederick  Fraser 
and  i.is  canpaign  to  raise  noney  at  the  present  juncture.  On 
this  natter  I wrote  Hr.  Vanclevo  last  Saturday  and,  though  it 
was  intended  to  Jo  a personal  connunication  not  intended  for 
pu..  icaticn  or  discussion  until  confirmation  vres  received  of 
certain  statements  made  in  letters  which  brouglit  about  r.y 
ro.signat i;.n , yet  Hr.  /ancleve  is  at  perfect  iberty  to  fonfard 
oliat  Y.ettor  to  you.  My  action  in  resigning  was  I’.ot  the  result 
of  any  ^'orsonal  animu.s  whatever,  but  was  caused  by  overmastering 
emotion. 

I grant  you  the  form  in  whicli  my  letter  of  resignation 
was  couched  night  be  considered  as  aodi'.That  too  strong.  Had  I 
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talfen  tir.e  to  noasure  torns  I rniclit  have  been  more  diii? onatic , 
but  I could  not  have  been  more  true  to  myself  nor  more  firm  in 
my  resolution. 

You  ask  mo  to  give  reasons  for  my  action.  I shall  give  you 
some,  asking  you  to  remember  that  what  I say  here  I am  prepared 
to  prove,  and  also  asking  you  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of 
believing  in  the  truth  or  falsity  of  certain  statements  which  I 
may  not  repeat  here.  ‘ 

3ir  Frederick  Fraser  has  allowed  the  public  of  Canada  and 
Groat  Britain  to  believe  that  two  of  the  blinded  soldiers  now 
(or  a short  time  ago)  under  his  charge  passed  "with  distinction" 
their  examinations  in  massage  at  McGill  University  last  autumn, 
while  as  a natter  of  fact,  these  men  did  not  pass  at  all 
(except  in  part)  and  have  not  yet  received  their  certificates, 
though  three  months  have  passed  since  we  vfere  informed  that 
they  had  passed  "with  distinction!  ' 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser  is  now  flooding  the  city  of  Toronto 
(and  I presume  the  whole  of  Ontario)  with  an  appeal  for  his 
Endovment  Fund  based  on  the  assertion  that  "upwards  of  300 
men,  women,  and  children  have  lost  their  sight  as  a result  of 
the  recent  disaster! 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser' 3 agent  is  now  in  Toronto  and  her 
figures  do  not  in  the  least  corroborate  this  statement.  This 
agent  makes,  however,  the  absolutely  untrue  statement  that 
there  are  several  hundreds  of  pupils  now  in  the  Halifax  School 
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for  the  Blind. 

Your  lant  circular  letter  does  not  lead  one  to  believe  that 
200  persons  have  lost  their  sight  as  the  result  of  the  disaster, 
and  I gathered  from  it  that  your  advocacy  of  the  increased 
Endowment  Fund  was  on  the  general  ground  of  providing  Sir 
Frederick  Fraser  with  permanent  funds  for  the  perpetual 
maintenance  of  his  activities  and  those  of  his  successors. 

Sir  Frederick,  in  his  own  circular,  makes  the  definite  appeal 
on  the  sole  and  only  ground  of  the  newly  blinded.  Everywhere 
I an  met  with  the  statement  that  "there  are  more  than  200 
newly  blinded  in  Halifax^  and  when  I ask  for  authorities  I am 
referred  to  the  statement  of  Sir  Frederick. 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser  has  consistently  declined  to  counte- 
nance collections  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  for  any  cause  for 
the  blind  beyond  his  own  control,  and  as  late  as  last  November 
instructed  the  Minister  of  Education  of  Nova  Scotia  that  that 
Province  has  already  been  sufficiently  "bled,  (I  thin!,  that  was 
his  worrd)  for  patriotic  purposes.  Inspired  from  this  source 
the  Minister  vfrote  tliat  Ontario  was  getting  all  she  deserved 
from  Nova  Scotia  because  that  Province  bought  its  textbooks 
'up  here.  Last  spring,  also,  Sir  Frederick  gave  a solemn  promise 
that  he  would  not  col’ect  in  Ontario.  His  circular  shows  how  he 
keeps  his  vford. 

Were  the  results  of  the  disaster  real’y  such  as  in  themselves 

to  reeu  ire  an  endowment  of  half  a million,  we  of  Ontario 
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’.foiild  be  the  first  to  give,  but  your  circular  to  me  shoves  that 
you  do  not  believe  the  disaster  in  ititeilf  vfarrants  so  large 
an  amount.  ’>7hy,  then,  does  3ir  Predericlc  come  up  here  with  a 
clear-cut  ai-peal  on  that  ground  alone?  Purthornore,  why  does  his 
agent,  vdio  must,  one  vfould  3Ui)>.)OS^  .speak  with  his  authority, 
state  what  is  untrue?  Is  it  straightforward,  is  it  just  to  the 
sympathetic  public?  I!y  answer,  at  least,  is  a direct  negative. 

In  my  letter  to  Hr-  vancleve  of  Saturday  last  1 mentioned 
a statement  made  by  a former  pui-il  of  Sir  Frederick's  as  to 
the  disposition  of  money  raised  by  an  amateur  theatricalclub. 

I did  not  vouch  for  that  statement,  and  I am  sorry  I made  it, 
not  so  much  because  I had  once  disbeDieved  it,  and  may  yet 
doubt,  but  principal’ y because  it  was  a statement  I could  not 
prove.  I have  no  desire  whatever  to  appear  as  a distributor  of 
scandal,  and  I therefore  confine  myself  here  to  the  stating  of 
facts  personally  known  to  me  and  the  inferences  which  no  man 
living  can  prevent  me  from  dravfing  therefrom,  --i  duty  is  p-ain. 

I cannot  now  regard  Sir  Frederick' s attempt  to  secure  his 
endowment  as  straightforward  and.  sincere,  and  I therefore  cannot, 
be  hypocrite  enough  to  hide  my  nositi-n  from  you  and  your 
associates.  It  pains  me  beyond  measure  to  .be  forced  to  this 
opinion-  of  a man  whose  motives  I had  formerly  regarded  i-o  ao  v 
suspicion.  I may  be  misled,  I may  be  quixotic,  but,  Hr-  Allen, 

I hope  and  pray  that  I am  a true  man  and  a despiser  ci  crocked  .J-ay 
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r :•  ' ci’usi-  n n:e  say  tl.at  I < u ite  rno.li7,e 'the 


Hfea^Bess  of  :.y  reasops  considerod  in  tiienso^ves,  but  thiey  rro 
sufficiently  strcnc  to  justify  -y  action  when  y7.ac':>d  in  prouer 
ro7ati:.n  to  other  thincs.  ’.7oah  as  t’ley  are,  tiiey  arc  indications 
of  insincerity  and  an  aiu,r.rent  desire  to  draw  ca^'ital  fror.  the 
conditi  ns  to  whichi  th.ey  refer.  Sir  PredericV  cannot  deny 
their  truth  wit;iorit_  proving  I.inself  false.  You  are  at  ;.’erfect 
"iberty  to  asl<  l in  about  any  or  all  of  those  statenonts. 

Let  ne  say,  hov/ever,  tliat  ny  first  charge  of  .’'.isrepresontation 
re  tlio  b’’ inded  soldiers  vfas  nade  on  information  received  from 
Montreal  almost  the  day  after  those  men  ’.ad  failed  in  their 
tests.  I have  never  written  to  any  of  the  soldiers  in  ualifax, 
nor  had  any  dealings  of  an  epistolary  character  vfitli  t’  em  nearly 
or  remotely-  I toll  you  this  to  protect  t’uese  men  from  unjust 
sus^'icion. 

Hoping  things  will  right  thiomselves , and  witli  kindest 
regards,  I am,  dear  Mr.  Allen, 


Oordia''’y  yours 
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P.  S.  If  Sir  Prodoricfc  Prasor  is  porfoctly  sincere,  why  does 
his  a^ent  here  say  she  is  out  for  the  School  pure  and  simi<?.e, 
wtiile  his  circular  appeal  is  loaded  to  the  nnzale  with  newly 
b' inded  annunition?  If  there  is  such  desperate  need  for  the 
blinded  victims  of  the  disaster  as  this  circular  states,  why 
does  a prominent  Halifax  lady,  whose  character  is  above  the 
breath  of  susi'icion  and  who  is  one  of  the  r*ost  [irominent  among 
Halifax  relief  workers,  come  to  Toronto  to  tel?  the  Daughters 
of  the  Empire  that  sufficient  funds  are  available  till  the 
Government  finally  settles  mutters,  and  by  this  statement  secures 
the  diversion  to  other  branches  of  relief  work  of  ^17 ,000.00 
raised  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Empire  for  the  newly  blinded? 

Why  did  Sir  Frederick  Prasor  write  us  last  autumn,  asking  us 
not  to  collect  in  his  district  for  fear  of  injury  to  his 
"Christmas  Stocking  Club"  his  "bibrary  League"  and  the  Lord 
knows  what  other  important  activities,  wliile  at  the  same  time 
and,  as  it  wore  in  secret,  he  was  writing  to  Toronto  to  the 
National  C’laptor  I.  0.  D.  E.  to  ask  that  the  whole  of  that 
powerful  order  be  turned  into  a huge  national  money-getting 
machine  for  his  own  local  needs?  And  finally,  if  the  need  of 
the  newly  blinded  of  Halifax  is  not  the  sole  and  sufficient 
cause  for  the  present  campaign,  what  right  has  Sir  Prederick 
Prasor,  w!io  has  always  refused  to  consent  to  collections  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces  for  the  blind  outside  that  district, 
to  ask  the  Dominion  at  large  to  assist  his  local  and  permanent 


activities?  (G-C.S.) 


THE  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


March  10,  lOlR. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  institution 

i, atertown,  Massaclnisetts 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


Herewith  I hand  you  the  letter  of  Sir  Frederick's 
of  March  10.  Thank  you  for  letting  me  see  it.  It  is  hist 
what  I exnected.  l"  am  still  having  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Swift,  that  is,  he  has  written  me  a long  private,  confidential 
letter  which  disclosed  nothing  new  except  to  indicat^  wliat 
Sir  Frederick  says^  tliat  the  attacks  are  a part  of  a scheme  to 
discredit  anything  he  is  doing  for  tlie  blinded  soldiers.  I 
take  it  we  have  very  little  connection  with  that  matter,  there- 
fore, I am  writing  him  to  say  that  I do  not  feel  myself  .lustlfied 
in  endorsing  Ills  stand  or  sympathizing  with  it. 

On  tlie  other  liand  it  doubtless  sliould  be  kept  in 
mind  tliat  our  endorsement  of  the  endowment  fund  does  in  a 
sense  endorse  the  work  for  blinded  soldiers,  since,  as  I under- 
stand it,  this  special  work  is  to  be  conducted  at  the  Halifax 
School  for  the  Blind  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  endowment  fund. 

I am  not  quite  sure  how  much  of  Miss  Rand’s  state- 
ment which  you  send  to  me  the  otlier  day  should  go  into  a 
letter  to  tile  members  of  the  Committee.  I shall  make  up  some 
statement  though  in  a day  or  so. 


I am  returning  tlie  note  of  Miss  Everett.  I am  sorry 
to  see  that  Sir  Frederick  has  the  added  disappointment  of  her 
failure  to  remain  wi  tli  him. 


Si ncerel 


Principal . 


SMVC /bn 


American  ^ggociation  of  Sngtructorg  of  tl)e  Plinb 


(£>fficer« 

Thos.  S.  McAloney  - - - - Pretident 

Piltsburgh,  Pa. 

S.  M.  Green  - - FirtI  Vice  Prerident 
Si.  Louii.  Mo. 

C.  F.  Oliphant  - Second  Vice  President 
Macon.  Ga. 

George  D.  Eaton Secretary 

Vinlon,  Iowa 

John  F.  Bledsoe Treasurer 

Ovcflea,  Md. 


iJext  Conbention 
Colorabo  Springs,  STunt.  1918 


March  25,  1018. 


(Exetutibf  (Committee 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve  - - Chairman 
New  York,  N.Y. 

H.  J.  Menzemer  - - - Boulder,  Mont. 
Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  - Janesville,  Wis. 
A.  H.  WalltcT  - - Si.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Thos.  S.  McAloney,  (exoflicio.) 


To  the  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 

A.A.I.B.  and  A.A.W.B.  on  the  Halifax  Situation. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen; 

Information  is  being  secured  gradually,  but  slowly. 
The  social  worker  who  is  carrying  on  the  effort  so  admirably. 
Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  of  Boston,  reports  that  most  of  her  studies 
are  being  made  at  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind.  Here  she 
has  her  office  with  the  sight-saving  clinic.  Not  all  of  those 
who  were  blinded  will  come  to  her  and  some  can  not.  To  tliese 
she  must  go  in  their  places  of  abode.  It  is  slow  work. 


Kvery  one  seems  anxious  to  have  the  statistics.  They 
will  never  be  complete.  Months  must  pass  before  some  end  results 
are  Iniown.  One  oculist  who  served  in  those  first  days  of  the 
emergency  wrote  me  to  say  that  he  was  keeping  in  toJich  with  his 
patients' by  mail  and  that  it  is  still  too  early  to  report  the  end 
results.  Up  to  the  first  week  in  March  Miss  Rand  had  made  record 
of  633  cases,  of  which  number  17  were  blind  by  some  other  cause 
than  the  explosion.  Of  the  616  she  reports; 


Totally  blind,  - - - - 32 
Both  eyes  doubtful,  - - 58 
One  eye  doubtful,  - - - 171 
One  eye  blind,  other  o.k.  124 


Both  eyes  injured,  now  o.k. 124 
Unable  to  locate,  - - - 80 
Out  of  town,unlaiown,  - - 20 
Died, 


Sivht-saving  has  been  the  keimote  in  Miss  Rand's  work 
and  in  most  of  the  effort  so  far.  Eloquent  are  the  figures  above 
given  of  the  success  attained  in  this  respect.  For  those  who  are 
totally  blind  or  will  become  so  despite  the  best  service  that  can 
be  rendered  in  the  efiort  to  save  them,  there  must  be  devised  the 
best  plan  tliat  can  be  conceived.  For  formulating  this  nlan  we 
must  wait  until  the  facta  arc  available. 


From  members  of  the  Corranlttee  I have  received  only 
the  suggestions  that  at  the  appropriate  time  the  funds  collected 
from  Schools  for  the  Blind  be  sent  to  the  Halifax  Committee  and 
that  If  a general  appeal  is  thought  wise  it  may  be  issued  later. 


Sincerely,  yours , 


'JL^ 


Chairman. 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirtv-Fourth  Street 
New  York  city 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  RntNCIPAL 


C OPY  FOR  ALLKN. 


March  25,  191R. 


Mr,  S,  C.  Rirlft 

142  Collcrr  Avenue 

Toronto,  Canada 

Dear  Ur,  Swift: 


0-.  T ^sponse  to  your  letters  of  March  13,  14.  16  and 

first,  to  express  rcf>;ret  that  there  has  arisen  any 
divided  counsel  In  a cause  which  needs  coinllol  unanimity.  Second 
I nust  ask  you  to  consider  that,  so  far  as  I am  at  present  coS  * 
cerned,  the  question  of  what  sliall  he  done  for  the  blinded  soldiers 
of  Canada  returned  from  Prance  Is  not  at  Issue. 

.our 

^ ^ - 

Replying  to  your  question  whether  or  not  the  Joint 
fo^  T composition  of  or  knew  of  the  exact 

fora,  before  It  was  issued,  of  the  circular  addressed  "To  the 

revision  subjLt  to 

atn  -I*  ^ possession  of  some  later  Inforrmtlon  which  t 

aa  raaolns  on  to  tl.o  Joint  Conrfttoo  an,!  a.,  JKS  tra^nl'lt 


ih-it  fhr,  |J^'''^lcwJng  the  subjects  of  our  correspondence  I find 

aJ^orlSo^LV^a-nt  ; If  to  bo 

hausted  arMi  n ^ meticulous  care  It  would  soon  be  ex- 

help;  whereas  lf\ho  Btrctches  before  these  victims  requiring 
the  prestln-o  fha*  Endowment  Fund  can  be  built  up  with  all 
the  siend  ouJ  oH?  Permanency  In  clmracter,^t  will  In 

to  raise  L a sp^clal^f^nr^^J^or  “"**6  than  wo  could  hope 

pcciai  fund.  Even  were  the  number  of  victims  to 


Mr.  S.  C.  Swift 


- 2 - 


be  helped  only  a score,  sohoollnp;  for  some,  home  teaching;  and 
friendly  visitation  for  others,  and  subsldlzinp;  of  effort  In  the 
case  of  still  others  would  quickly  use  up  a special  fund.  Build 
up  an  endowment  and  you  have  Its  earnings  for  present  and  future 
use. 

Long  before  the  disaster  of  December  6,  1917,  the 
Blind  Endowment  Fund  was  proposed  and  Its  raising  Inaugurated. 

At  page  21  of  the  Forty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  and  Superintendent,  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  the 
subject  was  treated  and  I read  the  statement  some  months  before 
and  thought  the  project  a fine  one.  I had  also  seen  the  circular, 
announcing  the  object  of  raising  this  Fund  and  publishing  the 
regulations  for  Its  management.  Such  a plan,  under  the  control 
of  people  of  high  repute,  devoted  to  the  Interests  of  the  blind, 
should  meet  with  enthusiastic  approval  of  all  who  sincerely  wish 
the  lot  of  the  blind  to  be  Improved. 

You  consider  the  appearance  of  the  article  in  "Jac^|; 
Canuck,"  Issue  of  March  23,  1918,  headed  "Pity  tlie  Blind,"  un- 
fortunate. In  this  judgment  I agree  with  you.  But  its  effect 
may  not  be  as  harmful  as  you  anticipate,  for  the  judicious  will 
hardly  be  Influenced  by  a statement  which  manifestly  Is  not  en- 
titled to  credence.  I presume  the  reputable  papers  of  your  city 
would  hardly  be  guilty  of  publishing  an  anonymous  attack. 

As  requested,  I return  the  copies  of  letters  which  you 
sent  me  setting  forth  the  views  of  certain  of  the  soldiers  who 
have  been  students  at  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  They 
have  not  been  seen  by  any  other  than  myself. 

With  kindest  regards. 


Sincerely  yoLjirs, 


Principal 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 

eOWARO  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


Mar  cl)  26,  iniR. 


Mr.  Edward  -Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Jnstitntlon 

\('a  ter  town,  Massaebusotts 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen; 

Yon  have  received  from  Mr.  Swift  bis  letter  and  the 
"jack  Cannek*' article  and  I think  you  ouffbt  to  see  my  reply.  T 
am  pleased  that  the  yoimc;  man  realizes  that  this  is  a black  eye 
to  Ills  con'i^tion  for  I should  think  he  would  hardly  wisli  to 
train  with  such  company.  On  the  otlier  hand  the  whole  business 
is  very  disquieting. 

Yet,  this  is  probably  what  must  be  expected  In  the 
case  of  every  philanthropic  movement.  There  are  always  people 
who  want  it  done  some  otlier  way  and  who  consider  their  own  plan 
infinitely  superior  to  anyone's  else.  T have  often  thoufrht  that 
the  devil  of  the  perverse  is  more  stron'’'ly  developed  amonm  workers 
for  the  blind  than  anywhere  else.  A second  thmurht,  however,^ 
reminds  me  that  Ills  Satanic  majesty  worked  mlprhtlly  in  the  SbutPufo 
of  men  before  I came  into  this  work  for  tlie  blind.  T saw  him 
at  work  and  felt  the  results  of  his  activities  while  I was  yet 
seekinfT  to  do  as  nearly  rin:lit  as  I knew  how  in  the  education 
of  the  youn.n:  siithted. 

T^resumably  tlie  date  of  April  10,  which  you  have  been 
dlscussinr  with  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  for  our  conference,  will 
now  be  too  early.  T confess  tlint  T liopedlt  would  be  not  later 
than  that  for  I need  to  p-et  away  on  a trip  up  into  Massacliusetts 
as  Soon  as  possible.  I am  loslnp  some  teachers  this  year  and 
I want  to  visit  the  class  room  work  of  one  tliat  I Icnow  of  at 
West  hridaewater . 

. I am  sorry  that  I could  not  accept  your  Invitation 
for  last  Friday  eveninG;  or  Saturday.  I should  like  very  much 
to  see  the  Perkins  Players  do  somethlnn;.  We  had  a remarkable 
exhibition  here  Thursday  nifrht. 

I was  p-iad  to  have  Mr.  Burri.tt's  letter  about  the 
Baltimore  business.  This  mi'mlna  our  I’ress  Cllnninr  service 
brings  the  first  authoritative  clinpinn-  headed  "Plans  for  'Re- 
education of  Blinded  Soldiers."  It  is  from  the  Official  Bulletin, 
Washington,  D.  C.  If  the  newspapers  would  only  nrint  this  now 
in  larve  type  and  projiiinent  place  it  could  be  used  to  advantage 
in  advisinr  volunteer  workers.  The  T)lace  where  volunteers  can 
help  will  be  after  the  blinded  soldiers  rret  bade  to  their  home 
town . 


The  New  York  Institute 
FOR  THE  Education  of  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 


Edward  M.  Van  Cleve»  Principal 


March  26,  1918. 


Messrs.  Allen  & Burritt 
Dear  FriendvS: 


March  26,  afternoon,  I received  the  following 


telegram: 


"Halifax. 


"Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 

Siipt.  K.Y. School  for  Blind 

9th  Ave  at  54th  St.IEY. 


IBS.  , 


March  26,1918. 


"Do  you  thin]c  Mrs.  Joseph  Murphy  would  come  to  us  for  seven 
months  for  work  among  the  Halifax  blind?  Miss  Hand  leaving. 
Great  need  for  immediate  trained  assistance. 


C.  E.  Fraser." 


In  the  morning,  March  27,  I received  Mr.  Allen’s  letter, dated 
March  26,  with  the  enclosure  of  his  letter  to  Sir  Frederick  Fraser 
of  same  date.  I had  already  put  the  matter  up  to  Mrs.  Murphy,  as 
suggested  by  Sir  Frederick’s  telegram  above  quoted.  I answered  the 
telegram  yesterday,  saying  that  Mrs.  Lturphy  v^'as  considering  the  matter 
and  v'ondered  if  he  could  use  both  Mr.  l^iurphy  and  Mrs.  Murphy.  This 
morning  I had  an  hour's  conference  v/ith  them  both,  in  the  course  of 
which  I had  the  following  night  letter  from  Sir  Frederick: 

"Am  urgently  in  need  of  help  such  as  Mrs.  Murphy  can  give  before 
Miss  Rand  leaves  next  week.  If  Mr.  Murphy  is  as  capable  as 
Mr.  Delfino,  I will  be  glad  to  have  him  as  well  as  his  wife. 

If  one  or  both  can  come,  kindly  wire  me,  stating  terms.  Board 
in  school'.'' 

I told  them  about  the  situation  ih  Halifax,  as  I know  it,  and  have 
.■Just  telegraphed  Sir  Frederick,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  are  seriously  considering  accepting  your 
call  to  service  provided  both  invited  combined  salary  one 
hundred  fifty  monthly  and  living.  I strongly  recommend  both-- 
w'ife  to  succeed  Miss  Rand,  Murphy  to  be  home  teacher." 

Mrs.  Murphy  is  especially  w'ell  fitted  to  go  in  and  do  social 
service  nursing  work  in  Halifax.  She  is  herself  the  daughter  of 
English  parents  and  understands  the  English  mind.  Her  husband  is  an 
Irishman,  keen  as  a whip,  v'holly  devoted,  and  I should  think  would  do 
the  service  admirably  as  home  teacher. 


I confess  I don't  Icnow  what  Sir  Frederick  is  driving  at 
in  his  telegram  to  Mr.  Allen:"Please  send  some  teacher  to  us 
quickly.”  I think  Mr.  Allen  has  probably  sized  up  Sir  Frederick’s 
situation  and  requirements  and  made  the  wise  suggestion. 

Cordially  yours. 

Principal 


E!.:7C:AIR 
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The  New  York  Institute 
FOB  the  Education  op  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenue  at  Thiety-Foubth  Street 
New  York  City 


Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Principal 


March  29,  1916 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Institution 

Watertov/n,  Mass. 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


I have  just  telegraphed  you  especially  to  say  that 
the  extreme  urgency  which  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  is  showing  somewhat 
alarms  me  as  I consider  the  fact  that  Mr.  Murphy  must  resign  his 
present  position,  which  is  practically  sure,  and  have  nothing  in 
view  after  seven  months  in  Halifax.  I do  not  mind  telling  you  in 
strictest  confidence  that  I have  had  in  mind  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Murphy  as  Field  Officer  for  this  school,  but  I felt  that  he  must  have 
some  outside  training,  such  as  he  is  now  getting  in  Brooklyn,  before 
I invited  him  to  become  a "Delfino'  for  me.  I also  had  to  find 
out  whether  he  would  make  a success  of  it.  I feel  reasonably  sure 
that  he  has  made  a success,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  I could  use  him 
on  his  return  from  Halifax.  This,  however,  I have  not  yet  arranged 
for  with  our  Board  of  Managers , and  I can  not  definitely  hold  it 
before  Mr.  Murphy. 

Anyhow,  I don't  like  to  send  the  Murphys  to  Halifax 
if  it  is  to  get  into  some  sort  of  "hornet's  nest",  and  if  Miss  Rand 
is  leaving  precipitately,  there  may  be  some  reason  for  it  that  might 
make  unwise  our  sending  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  up  there. 

From  what  Mr.  Swift  wrote  to  me  under  date  of  March  21, 
(last  paragraph),  I presumed  that  you  would  receive  the  same  letter 
which  I did.  Seeing  that  you  did  not,  I am  sending  you  my  letter 
from  Mr.  Swift  of  the  above  date  with  the  editorial  from  "Jack  Canuck", 
which  I would  like  to  have  you  return  to  me  a.fter  you  have  absorbed 
its  delectable  contents. 

I shall  look  for  a letter  from  you  in  response  to  this 
on  Monday.  I can  read  your  handwriting. 

Sincereljr'yrvurs , 


ElvIVC : AIR 
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The  New  York  Institute 
FOE  THE  Education  op  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenue  at  TniaTY-PouBTn  Street 
New  York  City 


Edward  M.  Van  Clkve,  Principal 


April  1,  1918. 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Insitntion 
Watertown,  Mass. 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


I asi  very  glad  that  you  sent  me  Sir 
Frederick's  letter  and  that  you  wrote  even  so  short 
a note,  giving  your  view  of  the  employment  of  the 
Murphys.  They  have  decided  that  they  will  go  if 
he  can  be  released  here,  and  if  nothing  happens  to 
prevent  it,  but  their  family  situati on'makes  a 
difficulty,  the  chief  thing  being  that  Mrs.  Murphy's 
elderly  mother  is  on  her  way  to  Brooklyn  and  expected 
to  majce  her  home  with  Mrs.  Murphy  for  the  next  eight 
months  or  so.  I do  not  know  how  this  can  be  arranged 
but  they  are  willing  to  go  as  an  obligation  and  to  make 
any  necessary  sacrifices.  It  is  ray  opinion  that  they 
will  stay  the  seven  months  and  will  wish  to  return 

^eld  out  in  his  telegram  to ’Mr. 
Murphy  the  prospect  of  permanent  ernulcyment.  This 
sounds  quite  different  from  the  way' he  talked  when 
Q .vere  up  there.  Then,  they  wanted  to  do  everythine* 
themselves  and  not  call  in  anybody  from  the  ftates 
except,  of  course.  Miss  Hand. 


the  11th  or 
of  tills. 


I hope  the  Murphys  can  get  there  by 
IP.th,  though  I strongly  doubt  the  possibility 


to  the  time 
the  IPth  of 
Bridgev/ater 


You  will  note  my  statement  with  regard 
of  the  meeting.  if  it  is  no.stponed  until 
April  I may  have  to  make  my  visit  to  West 
independently  of  the  trip  to  Boston. 


Cordially  yours, 


EM7C : .'UiR 


COPY 


The  New  York  Institute 
FOB  THE  Education  of  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenoe  at  TmETY-PouHrn  Street 
New  York  City 


Edward  M.  Van  Ceeve,  Principal 


April  1,  1918. 


Principal  0.  H.  Burritt 
Overbrook,  Pa. 

Dear  Mr.  Burritt: 


This  enclosure  from  Mr.  Allen  of  two  letters 
came  yesterday  and  I am  sending  them  to  you  at  once.  Sir 
Frederick  is  certainly  being  bedeviled,  but  he  is  going  through 
the  same  experience  that  any  of  us  might  go  through  in  similar 
circumstances,  and  he  isn't  as  young  as  he  once  was.  It  seems 
a pity  that  ho  can  not  secure  a competent  helper  in  whom  he  would 
have  confidence.  Joseph  Murphy  and  Mrs.  Jiurphy  have  decided  to 
go  up  and  help  out,  and  probably  v/ill  be  able  to  go  by  the  middle 
of  April,  though  not  before.  Sir  Frederick  has  been  wildly 
telegraphing  since  Thursday  last,  asking  them  to  come  this  week. 
Other  obligations  are  such  that  this  is  an  impossibility. 

Referring  to  the  matter  of  our  meeting,  which  Mr.  Allen  says 
he  hopes  to  call  for  Watertown,  I have  written  to  Mr.  Allen  to 
say  that  the  sooner  the  better  for  me.  If  it,  were  held  on 
April  10th,  however,  I should  have  to  miss  the  meeting  of  my 
Executive  Committee,  and  if  it  is  held  on  the  17th  I should  have 
to  miss  the  meeting  of  my  Board  of  Managers.  I therefore  hope 
that  the  meeting  can  be  called  for  another  date  than  Wednesday,  and 
my  wish  is  that  it  may  be  the  18th  of  April,  or  any  date  thereafter 
before  the  first  of  May.  It  is  very  possible  that  I may  have  to 
go  to  Georgia  on  business  of  the  Rational  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  the  first  week  in  May. 

Tomorrow  I speak  at  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  on 
"■provisions  for  Returning  Blinded  Soldiers’”.  This  morning's 
Times  contains  a long  article  on  the  rehabilitation  of  all  vounded 
soldiers,  and  a fev'  days  ago  I received  an  extract  from  the  official 
bulletin  at  Washington  which  evidently  was  inspired  by  Major 
Bordley.  If  the  statements  in  these  are  true  and  vlll  be  carried 
out,  we  are  certainly  in  a good  position.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
notice  that  Douglas  C.  McMurtrie  here  in  Wew  York  is  making  loud 
noise  about  his  Red  Cross  Institute  for  c-rippled  soldiers,  and,  of 
course,  every  one  wonders  why  v/o  don't  "make  a noise"  about  what's 
going  to  be  done  by  similar  agencies  for  the  blinded  soldiers. 

Cordially  yovip«. 


EMVC:ALR 


Night  Letter 


April  4 , 191S.  New  York, 

Mr,  Edward  E,  Allen, 

Watertown,  Mass, 

Eraser  arges  Murphy  and  wife  come  next  week,  which  is  impossible. 
This  extreme  urgency  inexplicable  to  us  and  gives  pause.  Why  Miss  Rand 
leaving  prematurely?  Under  circumstances  do  you  advise  them  to  go? 

E.M.Van  Cleve, 


The  New  York  Institute 
FOE  THE  Education  of  the  Blind 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thibty-Fourtii  Street 
New  York  City 


M.  Van  Cleve,  Principal  ^ 

I.Iy  dear  Mr  Allen: 

Your  letter  with  enclosure  herewith  returned,  giving  Sir  F's 
latest  trouble,  has  been  received  read  with  solicitude,  pondered, 
and  I am  now  replyimg  at  the  earliest  moment.  It  appears  to  me' 
that  Sir  F is  evidently  encompassed  with  influences  that  are  not 
helpful  to  an  extent  that  we  did  not  and  perhaps  could  not  discover. 

I do  not  see  that  we  have  any  reason,  so  far,  to  look  to  any  other 
as  our  authority  in  Halifax,  nor  to  trust  any  of  the  anonymous  at- 
tacks that  we  know  about.  We  xkk  are  accredited  to  him,  we  have  been 
told  to  serve  him  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  We  have  no  right  to 
employ  Mr  and  Mrs  Murphy,  but  to  recommend  them  to  Sir  P is  clearly  wi 
within  our  prov/^ince.  I unite  with  you,  and  Mr  Burritt’s  letter  is 
most  cordial  in  support,  in  sending  the  Murphys  to  Halifax  to  serve 
the  cause  under  the  direction  of  Sir  F,  and  I understand  that  the 
contract  has  been  made,  and  they  are  going.  Vrtiy  there  should  be  a 
superintendet  of  the  newly  blinded  passes  my  comprehension.  I con- 
fess it  looks  far  from  good  to  me  that  Mr  Weir  should  be  thus  seeking 
this  place  --  it  looks  like  place-seeking,  indeed.  I am  disappointed 
in  him.  Of  course,  the  emergency  calls  for  a much  more  vigorous 

treatment  than  it  has  had  than  Sir  P is  capable,  perhaps,  of 

giving;  but  he  is  the  man  there,  and  he  is  trusted  by  the  people 
that  we  have  been  taught  to  look  upon  as  trustworthy,  whose  standing 
in  the  community  is  beyond  question. 

The  Murphys  are  the  best  available  people  I know  to  go  to 
Halifax  and  help  at  this  time.  I wish  they  might  have  gd)ne  this  week, 
but  that  was  out  of  the  question.  They  will  get  away  as  soon  as  they 
can,  but  there  seems  to  be  a sure  gap  if  Miss  Rand  leaves  this  wwek, 
as  I understand  she  does.  Mr  M in  his  way  will  be  just  as  good  as 
Mrs  in  her  way.  She  is  a social  service  trained  nurse  diplomat,  tho 
I had  not  thot  of  her  as  a secretary.  She  will  take  Miss  Rand's 
place  and  do  some  things  that  Miss  R is  not  prepared  to  do.  They  go 
with  the  missionary  spirit,  and  are  prepared  to  soldier  it  with  any 
hardships  that  may  come;  but  I hope  thay  will  not  find  a cabal  to 
deal  with,  or  if  they  do  that  it  may  be  handled  by  diplomacy  rather 


than  war. 


April  £4  suits  me  for  m 
Also,  in  great  haste,  You 


You 


Tour  letter  says;  'MR 
NY  on  the  11th.  ’’  Pie 


Please  explain 


is  to  be  in  Boston  Apr  9 & 1' 
explain.  Who  is  the  mysterious  Mr 


<? 


Night  Letter., 

New  York,  April  10,1518, 

Mr,  ilward  E',  Alien, 

Watertown, Wass, 

Murphy  received  Eraser's  wire  today  requiring  arrival  Saturday  because 
hifl'self  must  leave  for  New  York  Tuesday  morning.  Therefore  they  start  Fri- 
day arriving  Boston  4 afternoon,  leaving  evening.  Arrangements  made  before 
your  letter  5th  arrived.  If  you  consider  interference  Fraser's  plan  advie- 
aole, Murphy  might  be  held  Boston, Fraser  being  notified. 


E.M.Vac  Cleve, 


THE  New  YORK  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  C ity 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


April  17,  IPIR. 


Messrs.  Allen  and  Burritt 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Gentlemen : 

I have  this  morning  from  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  a 
letter  stating  that  he  starts  for  New  York  to-day  and  will 
be  here  at  the  Hotel  Martinique  Thursday  evening.  He  ex- 
pects to  remain  In  New  York  until  the  following  Monday,  re- 
turning to  Boston  so  as  to  be  ready  for  our  joint  meeting  on 
April  24, 


This  Is  my  first  Intimation  that  the  date  of  April 


24  had  been  accepted  by  Sir  Frederick  Fraser.  It  is  agreeable 
to  me  and  I shall  plan  to  reach  the  Perkins  Institution  probably 
rather  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  24,  It  Is  my  plan^ 
at  present,  to  eo  to  Boston  to  visit  teachers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood either  on  the  22nd  or  to  remain  over  for  Friday,  the  26th. 


Slncerel3 


Eirvc/BN 


412  Ninth  Avenue,  Neif  York  City 
April  29,  1918. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee 

of  the  A.  A.  I.  B.  and  A.  A.  W.  B, 

on  the  Halifax  Situation. 

Ladles  and  Gentlemen: 

February  18  I wrote  you  to  say  that  the  American 
Red  Cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the  Halifax  Disaster 
was  expected  to  meet  as  soon  as  facts  were  available  on 
which  to  base  a recommendation  and  the  sup;a;estlons  of  that 
Committee  might  influence  the  action  of  this  Joint  Committee. 
March  25  I wrote’  you  again  reporting  slow  progress.  The 
April  News  Letter  of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevan- 
tlon  of  Blindness  contains  a later  statement.  For  fear  you 
may  not  have  seen  this,  I enclose  a copy  herewith.  Later 
than  this,  however,  came  Miss  Rand's  report  of  her  work 
which  closed  April  12.  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Murphy  are 
now  in  Halifax  continuing  and  extending  Miss  Rand's  work.) 

The  number  of  those  recorded  as  totally  blinded  had,  at 
April  20th,  Increased  to  4fi.  All  our  statistics  are  chang- 
ing day  by  day  and  always  only  approximate. 

The  Red  Cross  Committee  met  April  24  - 26  at 
Watertown.  We  carefully  went  over  the  records  of  Miss  Rand 
who  had  more  or  less  complete  studies  of  85  cases.  The 
record  cards  are  pitiful  reading  and  show  a situation  that 
calls  for  special  activities  to  be  carried  through  periods 
of  from  one  to  ten  years,  in  various  lines.  Of  oo  urse* these 
are  activities  for  rehabilitation.  The  Canadian  Government, 
with  the  assistance  of  the«Imperlal  Government,  will  pension 
the  eye  victims  as  well  as^therwise  maimed. 

Eight  have  been  entered  as  pupils  in  the  Halifax 
School.  The  three  kindergarten  children  have  at  once  become 
accustomed  to  their  new  conditions,  but  many  of  the  older 
victims  are  still  Incapable  of  any  Instruction  and  some  are 
yet  actually  invalid.  The  prospect  is,  so  far  as  our  judgment 
could  determine  the  future,  that  the  niunber  who  are  totally 
pr  practically  blind  will  be  about  100,  that  15  children  and 
perhaps  30  adults  will  become  pupils  of  the  Halifax  School. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  permanent  relief  may 
be  brought  to  our  sorely  stricken  friends:  First,  by  the 
assumption  by  the  American  Red  Cross  of  continuing  construc- 
tive work  along  all  lines, r schooling,  including  conservation 
of  vision  classes,  prevention  of  blindness,  home  teaching  of 
adults,  amusement  and  entertainment,  and  subsidizing  industrial 
and  other  occupations;  Second,  by  increasing  the  Blind  Endow- 
ment Fund,  established  by  Sir  PVederlck  Fraser's  Board  of 
Managers  in  1916  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  work  for  the 
blind  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  on  a firm  footing  forever. 
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They  have  been  hard  hit,  these  brethren  and  sisters 
of  ours  In  Canada.  Thank  God,  the  first  reports  were  ex- 
treme. Had  there  been  200  totally  blind,  as  at  first  thought, 
the  demands  on  our  generosity  would  have  been  fully  double 
what  they  now  are.  Property  losses  have  exceeded  $15,000,000. 

To  repair  these  will  be  the  obvious  first  effort;  the  con- 
tinuing problem  of  the  blinded  Is  In  danger  of  being  neglected. 

What  our  Joint  Committee  can  do  In  this  situation 
Is  not  so  easllv  determined  as  It  might  be  were  we  to  meet 
for  personal  conference.  Since  that  Is  Impracticable  at  this 
moment,  I suggest  that  we  first  wait  to  see  what  action  the 
American  Red  Cross  will  take  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Special  Committee.  If  no  action  Is  taken  prior  to  the  Colorado 
Springs  meeting  of  the  A.  A.  I.  B.,  June  24  — 2S,  will  not  a 
conference  of  this  Joint  Committee  then  be  possible? 

It  Is  our  duty  to  order  the  disposition  of  a fund 
collected  from  the  sbhools  for  the  blind  and  a few  other 
sources,  now  In  the  hands  of  John  F.  Bledsoe,  treasurer,  A.A.I.B. 
It  seemed  to  Messrs.  Allen,  Burritt  and  the  undersigned  that 
the  most  appropriate  place  to  put  this  fund  was  right  Into 
the  Halifax  School  exchecquer,  since  the  money  came  largely 
from  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  schools,  and  the  Halifax 
School  has  suffered  greatly,  not  only  from  the  physical 
destruction  but  from  loss  of  revenue  directly  due  to  the 
disaster. 


I hope  to  hear  from  each  of  you  soon. 


Chairman, 


Mrs 

. E.  B.  Palmer 

Mr. 

E. 

E.  Allen 

Miss  L.  Pearl  Howard 

Mr. 

J. 

F.  Bledsoe 

Mr. 

W.  I.  Scandjln 

Mr. 

C. 

A.  Hamilton 

Mr. 

Llborlo  Delflno 

Mr. 

M. 

C.  Mlgel 

Mr. 

Charles  W.  Hblmes 

Mr. 

T. 

S.  McAloney 

The  New  York  Institute 
FOE  THE  Education  op  the  Blind 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thibty-Foubth  Street 
New  York  Crry 


Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Principal 


May  11,  1918 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Institution 
Watertov.’n,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

I have  read  'vith  great  interest 
and  entire  approval  your  report  as  chairman.  I 
have  signed  and  sent  it  on  to  Mr.  Burritt. 


Enclosures  in  your  letter  from 


Mr.  Ternan  and  Justice  Harris  have  also  been  sent 
to  Mr.  Burritt  for  his  information,  and  he  doubtles 
will  return  them  to  yon. 


EMVG : ADR 


I 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  thirty-fourth  Street 
Ne>v  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE,  PRINCITAL 


May  17,  101 9 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Institution  .v.  ^ v ^ . 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

You  ask  me  what  movements  are  to  he  for 
the  next  week  or  so.  We  have  a Red  Cross  benefit  concert 
the  evening  of  May  23.  The  week-end  of  May  25  I expect 
my  nephew,  who  1 s In  the  navy,  and  two  other  navy  hoys 
who  may  he  with  us  also  the  26th.  I would  like  to  meet 
these  enp;a?>:ements . After  that  I am  free  so  far  as  I know 
at  the  )tresent  time. 

I enclose  a letter  from  Mr.  Murphy  which  may  not 
he  a surprise  to  you.  It  Is  a hit  of  sjosslp,  however, 
that  may  not  of  come  to  you  yet.  It  Indicates  that  the 
Federal  Relief  Commission  wants  further  light.  Perhaps 
It  Is  merely  a riunor  and  there  may  he  nothing  In  It.  Please 
return  Mr.  Murphy's  letter. 

Yours  truly, 


Principal 


emvc/dn 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Educatio 


N OF  the  Blind 


Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAL 


May  IR,  lOlR 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 


Perkins  institution 


Vi'atertown,  Mass 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


Your  letter  referring  to  the  Halifax  situation 
has  been  received  and  I af;ree  with  you  that  it  would  be 


difficult  foyus  to  attend  a meeting  very  many  days  after 
tlie  first  of  June,  if  such  meetlnjr  were  held  in  Halifax. 


a week/or  the  most  of  it) to  attend  a meeting  in 


It  means 


Halifax  but  if  we  could  have  Mr.  Persons  there  and  could 
take  un  the  whole  matter  we  could  get  rid  of  the  business 
much  more  quickly.  I wish  it  could  be  possible  that  we 
nileht  have  such  a meeting  about  the  DOth  of  May  in 
Halifax. 


Pri  ncipal . 


EMVC/BK 


THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 
Ninth  avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  YORK  City 


EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PHINCIPAL 


May  23,  lOlB. 


Mr.  r;d.wartl  E.  Allen,  Director 
Perkins  Institution 

Watertown , Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Re  the  Halifax  matter:  It  Is  ray  opinion  that 
you  ought  to  use  the  telegraph  and  emulate  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  in  handiness  with  the  night  letter.  Brother  Ternan 
Is  also  good  on  the  night  letter  business.  I do  not  see 
that  there  Is  any  chance  for  us  to  go  to  Halifax  or  to 
Washington  except  next  week.  I am  at  your  service  from 
Sunday  night  on.  I ought  to  be  here  on  the  6th  of  June, 
on  the  nth,  and  14th  and  17th.  It  means,  therefore,  that 
both  you  and  I, (you  particularly)  are  inhibited  by  our 
other  obligations  ffom  Red  Cross  service  except  next  week 
or  possibly  the  first  of  the  following  week.  I do  not  know 
Mr.  Burrltt’s  engagements^  hence  my  suggestion  above  of  the 
propriety  of  using  the  telegraph.  I might  also  add  that 
Washington  people  are  slow  to  pay  attention  to  letters. 

We  are  all  Interested  in  the  Red  Cross^'^d  are 
doing  our  bit  In  the  school,  our  concert  to-night  is  going 
to  be  fairly  well  patronized  and  I hope  that  practically 
1005^  of  the  people  of  our  payroll  will  be  contrlbuters  to 
the  fund. 


EMVC /BN 


June  4,  1918. 


Mr.  0.  H.  Burritt,  Principal 
School  for  the  Blind 

Overbrook,  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Mr.  Burritt: 

At  the  close  of  your  letter  of  May  27  you  say-  "I  crave  the 
opportunity  to  talk  things  over  again  with  you  both.  If  this  is  not 
going  to  be  possible  soon  write  aie  at  length  and  freely."  i have  been 
anticipating  a call  from  Vr.  /lien  by  telegraph  asking  for  a conference 
with  Mr.  Persons.  This  has  not  come  up  to  nine  o’clock,  June  4,  thouoh 
I understand  Mr.  Persons  was  to  return  June  2 and  Mr.-illen  was’ hoping 
that  the  Halifax  matter  would  come  to  his  attention  among  the  first  things 
and  that  we  might  have  an  appointment  very  soon.  Since  it  may  be  some  dlys 
before  we  do  get  together,,  if  at  all,.  I am  writing  this  brief  reply  to  your 
long  letter  so  that  you  will  not  think  I am  neglecting  the  request  that  I 


(Signed)  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 


New  York,  June  7,  1913^ 


Mr*  Idward  Ei  Alien, 

Perkins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Maasj 

Please  make  stopover  here^  Shall  expect  you  Saturday  mornings 

(Signed)  idward  Van  Cleve* 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 

Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  YORK  City 

SOWARO  M-  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIAAL 


Mr  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Llnekln, 

Maine . 


Aug.  ,,  1918. 


Dear  Mr,  Allen: 


I have  your  letter  of  August  5 and  thank  you 
for  the  Information  given  me.  I worte  my  letter  in  regard 
to  the  octagonal  slate  to  Miss  Fish  because  I thought  that 
you  would  be  gone.  I am  sorry  for  you  if  you  haven’t  teachers 
enough.  I have  Just  secured  the  last  necessary  addition, 
though  I am  still  short  one  man.  I think  I shall  haie  to 
get  along  without. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  of  your  convention 
paper,  I regret  that  I did  not  say  what  I should  have  said, 
namely,  that  I thought  it  best  to  include  the  whole  state- 
ment. If  your  judgment  is  contrary  to  this  and  you  want 
to  substitute  a shorter  statement  such  as  you  made  in  your 
first  draft,  I will  hold  up  the  proof  until  you  can  give 
me  the  so-called  Improved  statement.  I thought  it  was 
alright  to  say  what  you  did.  It  was  perfectly  true  and 
perfectly  justified  and  I do  not  that  any  one  has  any 
rlfTht  to  take  umbrage  at  the  truth.  I can  not  conceive 
how  it  can  do  the  slightest  harm  and  it  tells  what  happened 
in  a very  mild  and  very  pleasant  way. 

Thank  you  for  lettlnnr  me  see  the  copy  of 
your  letter  to  Sir  Frederick  Fras  er.  You  have  certainly 
covered  the  ground  and  put  it  In  such  a way  as  will  make  It 
necessary  for  him  to  take  the  next  step.  I don’t  see  how 
you  can  do  any  thing  more. 

Here's  wishing  that  you  may  have  a very 
happy,  restful  fortnight.  I regret  that  I am  even  inter- 
posing this  little  business  in  the  midst  of  your  vacation. 
Please  give  my  kindest  regards  to  your  wife  and  to  all  the 
members  of  the  family  who  are  with  you  and  in  this  message 
my  family  join.  We  are  now  suffering  in  New  York  the  worst 
heat  of  sixteen  years.  It  is  terrific.  I hope  you  are  cool 
where  you  are.  With  kindest  regards  all  around. 


EkfVC  ;LVC 


Principal 


THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  YORK  City 

EOWARO  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PAINCIFal 


AUff.  10,  1918. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Line kin, 

Maine . 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


In  accordance  with  your  request  I sent  on  the 
messa/xe  to  Mr.  Burrltt,  but  I did  not  send  it  by  telegram 
because  I felt  quite  sure  that  it  would  not  roach  Mr.  Burrltt 
In  time  for  him  to  do  any  thing  before  he  came  to  the  week- 
end at  Overbrook.  Thereofre,  1 sent  it  by  Special  Delivery 
to  Overbrook  with  a request  on  the  envelope  that  It  be  cora«- 
munlcated  in  the  quickest  possible  way  to  Mr.  Burrltt.  I 
wrote  Mr.  Burrltt  and  am  sending  you  a copy  of  the  letter. 
This  gives  you  my  attitude  in  the  matter  and  I do  not  see 
any  thing  that  I could  do  further  or  that,  until  we  hear 
from  Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Mr.  Burrltt  can  do  any  thing. 

I am  entirely  willing  to  go  to  Vfashlngton 
and  do  any  thing  that  I can  to  help  the  cause  along  but 
I should  feel  very  foolish  with  no  further  Information 
than  what  was  given  by  Sir  Frederick  in  his  telegram.  It 
Is  the  most  unsatisfactory  statement  that  I have  seen  from 
him  as  yet.  I have  thought  a good  deal  about  the  matter 
since  I received  the  telegram  and  have  tried  to  figure  out 
just  exactly  what  the  relations  are  now  between  Sir  Frederick 
and  the  Murphys.  It  looks  very  much  as  if  Sir  Frederick  had 
got  another  case  of  undue  anxiety  and  hadacted  upon  the  spur 
of  the  moment  In  calling  on  you  for  help.  This  recalls  his 
letter  to  you  which  you  showed  me  and  then  this  was  followed, 
as  you  rememben  by  another  letter  in  which  he  took  back  what 
he  said  about  Mr  Murphy.  In  the  absence  of  any  real  infor- 
mation, I am  rather  disgusted  with  the  whole  business  and 
think  that  it  doesn't  matter  whom  we  send  up  to  Plallfax. 

He  will  get  into  Che  same  kind  of  trouble  and  will  not  satis- 
fy the  requirements  of  Sir  Frederick  nor  perhaps  please  the 
other  side.  It  seems  a great  pity  that  there  should  be 
two  sides  in  this  matter,  but  I suppose  it  is  the  kind  of 
thing  that  always  develops. 

Your  letter  came  yesterday  afternoon  and  I 
waited  to  answer  it  until  I might  have  the  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  Burrltt  over  the  telephone.  He  did  not  call 
me,  howevei;  and  so  I am  inclined  to  think  that  he  is  wait- 
ing to  write  and  will  not  consider  it  a matter  of  so  great 
importance  that  action  should  be  taken  until  we  can  get 
some  real  explanation  of  the  situation  and  what  ought  to 
be  done  can  be  decided.  I put  myself  in  your  place  and 
felt  that  if  you  were  not  off  into  the  country  as  you  are 
for  a supposed  rest,  you  would  probably  communicate  with 
me  either  by  telehpone  or  telegraph  and  we  could  decide 
upon  a course  of  action.  But,  since  you  are  so  far  away. 


I think  the  best  thing  to  do  is  for  you  to  stand  pat  and 
leave  the  decision  as  to  whether  we  shall  approach  Mr. 
Persons  to  Mr  Burrltt  and  myself.  We  shall  expect  to  hear 
from  you  again  as  soon  as  your  letter  from  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  arrives.  That  will  give  an  intimation  as  to  what 
should  be  done  and  we  will  try  to  do  it  with  sufficient 
promptness,  but,  I hope,  without  making  any  false  step 
so  as  to  make  Mr  Persons  think  we  are  over  anxious  and 
are  interfering  too  far  In  his  business. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr  BurrJtt  and  I will  get 
Into  communication  and  if  It  seems  wise . tb  him  to  make  an 
effort  to  call  on  Mr  Persons,  either  he  or  I or  both  of  us 
can  handle  the  matter  temporarily,  keeping  you  promptly 
informed. 


I am  sorry  that  this  thing  came  up  to  interfer 
with  your  holiday.  Do  your  best  to  forget  It  anyhow  and 
leave  the  decision  to  us.  If  we  blunder,  it  will  be  our 
fault  and  not  yours.. 


EMVC;LVC 


Principal 


Since  writing  the  above,  your  second  letter, 
written  after  a night's  sleep,  has  come  and  I am  confirme<l 
by  Its  tone  In  the  action  I have  taken.  It  would  be  too 
bad  for  you  to  go  to  Washington,  even  if*duty  Is  dutyf  and 
we  shall  try  to  avoid  calling  you.  If  we  must,  I shall 
telegraph  you. 


Tell  us  what  you  hear  from  Ellis.  The  news 
from  France  is  gratifying. 


Regards  from  us  all  to  you  both. 


E.  M.  V.  C. 


HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER,  K.  B • SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 


Aug.  11th,  1918. 


IJy  dear  Hr.  VanCleve:_ 

Your  letter  reached  us  about  a week  ago;  but  the  pressure 
of  our  duties  has  delayed  our  reply. 

We  plan  to  reach  our  little  home  about  the  twentieth  and  shall 
be  happy  to  call  on  you  shortly  after  our  return,  if  you  will  be 
at  liberty.  It  is  our  present  plan  to  leave  here  on  the  fifteenth. 

V/ith  many  good  wishes,  I am, 

Sincerely, 

J.  J.  Ilurphy. 
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The  new  YORK  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
NEW  York  City 

EDWARD  M VAN  CLCVE.  PAINCIPAL 


Aug.  10,  1918. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Line kin, 

Maine . 


Dear  Mr.  Allen: 


In  accordance  with  your  request  I sent  on  the 
message  to  Mr.  Burrltt,  but  I did  not  send  it  by  telegram 
because  I felt  quite  sure  that  it  would  not  roach  Mr.  Burrltt 
in  time  for  him  to  do  any  thing  before  he  came  to  the  week- 
end at  Overbrook.  Thereofre,  I sent  it  by  Special  Delivery 
to  Overbrook  with  a request  on  the  envelope  that  It  be  com^ 
munlcated  in  the  quickest  possible  way  to  Mr.  Burrltt.  I 
wrote  Mr.  Burrltt  and  am  sending  you  a copy  of  the  letter. 
This  gives  you  my  attitude  In  the  matter  and  I do  not  see 
any  thing  tliat  I could  do  further  or  that,  until  we  hear 
from  Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Mr.  Burrltt  can  do  any  thing. 


I am  entirely  willing  to  go  to  Washington 
and.  do  any  thing  that  i can  to  help  the  cause  along  out 
I should  feel  very  foolish  with  no  further  information 
than  what  was  given  by  Sir  Frederick  In  his  telegram.  It 
is  the  most  unsatisfactory  statement  that  I have  seen  from 
him  as  yet.  I have  thought  a good  deal  about  the  matter 
since  I received  the  telegram  and  have  tried  to  figure  out 
Just  exactly  what  the  relations  are  now  between  Sir  Frederick 
and  the  Murphys.  It  looks  very  much  as  if  Sir  Frederick  had 
got  another  case  of  undue  anxiety  and  hadacted  upon  the  spur 
of  the  moment  in  calling  on  you  for  help.  This  recalls  his 
letter  to  you  which  you  showed  me  and  then  this  was  followed, 
as  you  rememben  by  another  letter  In  which  he  took  back  what 
he  said  about  Mr  Murphy.  In  the  absence  of  any  real  Inf or- 
matlon,  I am  rather  disgusted  with  the  whole  business  and 
think  that  It  doesn't  matter  whom  we  send  up  to  Halifax. 

He  wpi  get  Into  the  same  kind  of  trouble  and  will  not  satis- 
fy the  requirements  of  Sir  Frederick  nor  perhaps  please  the 
other  side.  It  seems  a great  pity  that  there  should  be 
two  sides  In  this  matter,  but  I suppose  it  is  the  kind  of 
thing  that  always  develops. 


Your  letter  came  yesterday  afternoon  and  I 
waited  to  answer  It  until  I might  have  the  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  Burrltt  over  the  telephone.  He  did  not  call 
me,  however,  and  so  I am  Inclined  to  think  that  he  Is  wait- 
ing to  write  and  will  not  consider  It  a matter  of  so  great 
Importance  that  action  should  be  taken  until  we  can  get 
some  real  explanation  of  the  situation  and  what  ought  to 
be  done  can  be  decided.  I put  myself  In  your  place  and 
felt  that  If  you  were  not  off  Into  the  country  as  you  are 
for  a supposed  rest,  you  would  probably  communicate  with 
me  either  by  telehpone  or  telegraph  and  we  could  decide 
upon  a course  of  action.  But,  since  you  are  so  far  away. 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avknue  at  Thirty-Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PAtNClEAl 


Aug.  14,  1918. 


Dear  ilr.  Allen: 


Your  letter  came  today.  Thank  you  for  the 
news  from  Ellis.  Makes  us  happy. 

Sir  E’s  case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  flods. 
There  must  have  developed  much  feeling.  Murphy  will  be 
home  in  a few  days  and  I shall  have  ah  early  conference 
with  him  and  write  you  what  he  says. 

Here  is  Burrltt's  telegram:  "Red  Cross 
awaiting  action  Canadian  Government  before  grant  to 
Halifax.  See  Persons  probably  Wednesday. 

I thought  it  best  to  write  to  Sir  F rather 

than  wire. 


3rd  heated 


EM VC :LVC 


We  are  sweltering  again.  This  makes  our 
season.  Hope  you  are  keeping  well  and  cool. 


1 


AUff.  14,  1018. 


Rlr  Frederick  Fraser, 

Siipt.  School  for  the  Blind, 

Halifax,  R.  8. 

Dear  Sir  Frederick i 

On  receipt  of  a nlpltit  letter  from  ?ir.  Allen 
quoting  yours  to  hlo,  I cocanunlcated  the  substance  to  Mr. 
Durrltt  and  suciMsted  that  he  talk  with  me  by  telephone 
from  Phlladelpnla  when  he  came  there  from  lialtlmore  for 
the  week-end.  On  Sunday  afternoon  we  conversed  thus  and 
Ur.  nurrltt  has  made  the  earliest  possible  effort  to  get 
In  touch  with  Mr.  l^rsons.  I have  just  received  a xrtro 
from  him  saying  that  he  hopes  to  have  a chance  to  sec 
Mr«  rorsons  to^y  and  will  perhaps  liave  some  news. 

I can  appreciate  your  anxiety.  I hope  very 
soon  the  whole  matter  will  be  settled  to  your  satisfaction. 
I have  held  myself  ready  to  serve  the  cause  In  any  way 
that  would  seem  wise  and  liave  put  my  tine  and  services 
at  the  disposal  of  Ur.  Persona,  through  i:r*  Burrltt,  to 
the  «id  that  our  eonslttee's  program  might  be  imt  forward 
promptly,  If  practicable. 

News  came  that  Fir.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  are 
leaving  Halifax  tomorrow.  My  Information  on  the  subject 
of  their  relations  to  you  and  the  others  Is  most  cMagcr, 
but  I trust  that  the  work  they  havo  done  has  tnet  with 
your  complete  approval  and  can  only  regret  that  there 
Is  at  this  time  some  question  In  your  rrtnd  as  to  their 
faithfulness. 


Rlth  best  wlehes, 

Rlneerely  yours. 


EIIVG ILVG 


Principal 


August  24,  1918 


Sir  yrederiok  Eraser 
Halifax,  N S 

Dear  Sir  Frederick: 

I received  your  telegram  of  August  17  announcing 
that  Mr  and  Mrs  Murphy  had  left  Halifax  for  New  York  and  that 
it  was  reported  at  Halifax  they  would  go  at  once  to  Washingtnn. 

I had  already  had  a letter  from  Mr  Murphy  advising  me  that  they 
wore  planning  to  reach  their  home  in  Brooklyn  August  20  and 
would  promptly  call  on  me.  They  did  not  arrive,  however,  until 
last  night.  They  came  over  this  morning  to  see  me. 

I was  glad  to  hear  from  them  that  the  number  of 
the  totally  "blind  is  even  less  than  we  had  reported  to  us  at 
the  termination  of  Miss  Rand's  work,  since  some  reported  blind" 
had  proved  to  be  not  so,  and  the  percentage  of  recoveries  was  mar- 
velous. Therefore,  a modification  of  our  committee's  report 
would  be  in  order.  Of  this,  however,  Mr  Allen  will  be  the  best 
Judge . 


Whatever  the  action  taken  on  the  report  of  our 
committee,  I feel  that  the  cause  of  thos  blinded  in  the  dissster 
has  already  been  well  served  and  I hone  for  the  best  as  to  the 
future . 


„ _ *6  are  seeking  to  arrange  a meeting  of  Mr  Allen. 

Mr  Burrltt  and  myself  for  one  day  next  week. 

Slnoerel;^  yours. 


Edward  M Van  Cieve 


EMVCrlVC 
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Axiguat  84,  1916 


Sir  yraderiok  Fraser 
Halifax,  H S 


Dear  Sir  Frederick: 

I received  your  telegram  of  August  17  announcing 
that  Mr  and  Mrs  Murphy  had  loft  Halifax  for  Hew  York  and  t^t 
it  was  reported  at  Halifax  they  would  go  at  once  to  Washington. 
I had  already  had  a letter  from  Mr  Murphy  advising  me  that  they 
were  planning  to  roach  their  homo  in  Brooklyn  August  20  and 
would  promptly  call  on  mo.  They  did  not  arrive,  however,  until 
last  night.  They  came  over  this  morning  to  see  me. 


I was  glad  to  hear  from  them  that  the  numhor  of 
the  totally  Blind  is  oven  less  than  we  had  reported  to  us  at 
the  termination  of  Miss  Rand’s  work,  since  some  reported  blind 
had  proved  to  be  not  so,  and  the  percentage  of  recoveries  was  mar 
veloua.  Therefore,  a modification  of  our  oonmlttee’s  report 
would  be  in  order.  Of  this,  however,  Mr  Allen  will  be  the  best 
Judge. 


Whatever  the  action  taken  on  the  report  of  our 
committee,  I feel  that  the  cause  of  thos  blinded  in  the  disaster 
has  already  been  well  served  and  I hope  for  the  best  as  to  the 
future . 


We  are  seeking  to  arrange  a meeting  of  Mr  Allen. 
Mr  Burritt  and  myswlf  for  one  day  next  week. 

Sincerely  yours, 

£ 


Edward  M Van  Cleve 

Principal 


EMVC : L7C 


WESTE 

NIGH 


UNION 


Form  2289 


B W.  e.  ATKINS,  V1C8>l>RE8IOENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PPESIDENT 


BEUviOCRE  BROOKS.  «»nBBiOgiT 


SEND  the  following  Night  Letter,  subject  to  the  te-ms 
on  back  hereof,  which  are  hereby  agreed  to 


O' 


yc^-x.  C*  c?,Vtv-»: 


Form  1201 


RECEIVED  AT 

123  «V  23  f!  L 


FY  BuSTf''  MA31  fA^  loTH 
MR  E E ALLEM  HALIFAX  Hu  TEL 

HALIFAX  ’'"5' 


I 


will  FuRWAf?])  'JuME  VuCATiuMAL  GUIDANCE  FuRMS  AL’VI'^E  CU 
PRUFEjGuR  SEXTuN  HALIFAX  TECH^'MCAL  CUl.lEGE  EXPERT  I''! 

DISABLED  Soldiers  under  military  hospital  commission 

LUCY  WRIGHT 


NSULT  IMG 

Work  with 


35 7 AMI  7 


School  of  Social  Work 

18  SOMERSET  STREET 
BOSTON,  Massachusetts 


J‘-nu:ry  IB,  191^. 


:.Lr  . E.  E.  All  '-n, 

K<  lifi-x  H )tPl, 

H'  2:0V?-.  3coti?  . 

'ilx  . Allpn: 

I under  pepf?rf-.te  covrr  ; pct  of 

record  o-rds  from  the  Bo'^ton  public  fcHooIr  v/hich 
I h?  ve  '?’ec’ured  f^-rouTh  the  courteey  of  Li?r?  9inn 
of  the  ?l?,ce,aent  B’-urtfU.  I enclose  >.lro  e copy 
of  the  c?rd  used  by  the  Vocf-itiooo  I ri-eu,  Vocations 
for  Boeton  Boye,  jh  I eec'.ired  th;  o.i.-rh  the 
"•rpfrtnent  ;.t  !I?rv;rd  \'?'’cre  they  .-re  .doin;;  epeci?! 
rc-'^rch  on  t'-'ic  subject  nor.  I hoioe  to  eecare 
in  >'’dition  ; 'et  of  cerdp  for  wo/.ien  froia  r.i°s 
J-c’:eon  of  the  Y/or.en's  Education?  1 und  I od  ustr  i;,  1 
Union  . 

I ' not  quite  ■‘are  if  there  ;,re  t''r  f''in.T:p 
you  ;.ie?  nt  to  ?u.":-':eet  in  yo  ir  ni.^ht  letter,  but  I 
hope  FO.  I foun-’  ■'.bit  the  bl?  nk  used  by  'he 
Hi"’ it>'ry  Hoepit.'ls  doi.r.oie  e ion  of  which  hr.  hexton 
':;-ve  "le  y copy  '-e  full  of  inter-  et,  ? n-^  if  you 
h- not  ; l’'--.-u’y  ;.et  hi;fi,  I felt  r u'e  yo.i  wo  ild 
like  to  'et  in  'irect  to  j.ch  with  hija  whil«  there 
?t  !'?lifex. 

A c' rd  from  ].'.ia.=;  Ernd  , ‘-tr.-  n-’ed  et  ot . 
cme  to  ..le  this  .-..or-ninj;;  . I hope  by  nor  sbf  her 
e?  fel^'  arrived  -n^  th?  t f 11  .'lo-  ' well  rith  the 
••  ork  in  ii?  lif  f’X  . 

V/ith  ki--?'  re.ytrds  to  yo'xrei-lf,  Ik'.  l'>.n  Cleve, 

' n'’  .lir  Brewer  ick  en-^  T^dy  Fr?  r^r,  I :m 


3i  iC-rely  yo  U"s, 


VO UR  RCFERENCe 


iiru  #.0i54i{talsi  (Ininmtjssjtim 


CANADA. 


DISTRICT  VOCATIO  NAL  O FFIC  E R 


U.  S.  Technical  College, 

HALIFAX,  H.  S,,  21st  January,  l^lb 

Edward  Ellis  Allan,  Esq., 

Chairman  Special  Red  Cross  Com.  of  Blind  Soldier<^ 
Halifax  Hotel.  ’ 


Lear  Sir:- 


Would  you  kindly  give  me  your  per- 
sonal opinion  of  the  best  kind  of  portable  typewriter 
for  blind  pupils.  I have  had  the  merits  of  two  or 
three  of  these  submitted  to  me,  but  they  seem  to  have 
grave  defects  in  design,  as  far  as  their  use  by  blind 
pupils  is  concerned. 

V/ould  you  also  kindly  inform  me 
as  to  whether  any  of  the  Typewriter  Companies  make 
their  regular  machines  with  aluminum  frames  instead 
of  steel  or  cast  iron,  so  that  they  would  be  more 
easily  portable. 

Thanking  you  for  your  infor- 
mation on  these  points,  I am. 


Yours  very  truly. 


phs/m. 


Vocational  Officer. 


Perkins  Institution, 


Watertown,  Mass., 

Jan,  21,  1918. 

Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Director. 

Dear  Sir: 

We,  the  executive  committee  4n  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  Kuby  Seal  Club,  are  writing  you  to  express  our  desire  to  have 
a share  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  anyone  who  has  suffered  the  loss 
of  sight  in  the  Halifax  disaster,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient 
to  invite  such  a person  to  our  school. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  render  a little  financial  aid  if  necessary. 
Wishing  you  every  success  in  you  mission  we  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Ethel  Montgoniery,  President, 

Mary  Thom.pson,  Vice-President, 

Marguerite  Graham,  Secretary, 

Angelena  Menard,  Treasures. 
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Form  1204 


CUSS  OF  SERVICE 

SYMBOL 

Day  Mesnge 

Day  Letter 

Blue 

Night  Message 

Nile 

Night  Letter 

N L 

If  none  of  these  three  symbols 

appears  after  the  check  (number  of 
words)thisi8aday  message.  Other* 
wise  its  character  is  indicated  by  the 
symbol  appearing  after'the  check. 


WESTER  UNION 

teuWiam 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PRESIDENT 


GEORGE  W.  E.  ATKINS.  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


CUSS  OF  SERVICE 

SYMBOL 

Day  Message 

Day  Letter 

Blue 

Night  Message 

Nite 

Night  Letter 

N L 

If  none  of  these  three  symbols 
appears  after  the  check  (number  of 
words)  thi  s is  a da  y messag  e.  0th  er* 
wise  its  character  is  indicated  by  the 
symbol  appearing  after  the  check. 

RECEIVED  AT  ?53  WASHINGTON  ST.,  NEWTSN,  MASS 

3BMD198  NLNL 


HALIFAX  NS  APR1L22-1918 

EDWARD  E ALLENp^^^^^g  INSTilTUXE  FOR  BLIND  WATERTOWN  MASS 


REGRET  EXCEEDINGLY  UNABLE  ARRANGE  ^JTEND  MEETING  THANKS  P|RSONALLY^ 
YOUR  I WT)  INVITAT  ON  THINK  FUTURE  THOSE  BLINDED  DECEMdcK  ^ 

PO'?'?  IBI  Y RECEIVE  PROPER  TREATMENT  UNLESS  SUBSTANTIAL  GENEROUS  HELP 
KcloSkl  ?ROM  OUR  m5rE  THAN  Serous  NEIGHBOURS  UNDER  THE  STARS  AND 

STRIPES  OUR  ORGANIZATIONS  '^^^ILE  DOING  THEIR  ®^ST  HAVE  lyoc 

REALIZE  THE  ENORMOUS  AGGREGATE  OF  CLAIMS  JO  BE  LOOKED  AFTER  FEEL  SURE 
THAT  FUTURE  0UR  BLIND  WILL  SUFFER  UNLESS  YOUR  ^^iNEROUSm  GOMES  TO 
OUR  AID  GOODNESS  KNOWS  THEY  HAVE  SUFFERED  ENOUGH  ALREADY 
P’RF'HFRirK  RFAI  I ZE  WHAT  REOUIRED  AS  TIME  GOES  ON  THERE  IS  POSSIpLY 
TeSaNCY^EXAGGERATION  HALIFAX  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  WHAT  GOOD  OLD 
ACHUSBTTS  DID  FOR- US  BUT  I DO  HOPE  THE  RESULT  OF  MEETING  WILL  BE  ABLE 


ARRANGE  TO  PUT  THE 
WILL  BE  ONE  THING 
WHO  ARE  DOING  WHAT 


BA$I 

ENCO 

THEY  CAN  TO  HELP  THINGS  OUT  OF 


FUTURE  OF  OUR^B 
DEFINITEY  ACHIEV 


.LIND  ON  SOUND 
'ED  AT  LAST  TO 


HEARTS  ARE  BLE 
THAT  XRKXaKK  T 


us  ALAS  FOR  SOME  TIME  TO  COME  REGARDS 


CHA0S  BUT  WHOSE. 
ERSONAL  AND  FAMILY  TRAGEDIES 
rWTYH  and  WHICH  WILL  BE  WITH 


TERNAN 


818AM 


Form  1204 


CUSS  OF  SERVICE 

SYMBOL 

Day  Mesage 

Day  Latter 

Blue 

Night  Massage 

Nite 

Night  Letter 

N L 

If  none  of  these  three  symbols 
appears  after  the  check  {number  of 
words)  this  is  a day  mesage.  Other* 
wise  its  character  is  indicated  by  the 
symbol  appearing  after  the  check. 

WEST^K  UNION 

tbuRam 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  W.  E.  ATKINS.  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


CUSS  OF  SERVICE 

SYMBOL 

Day  Message 

Day  LaHer 

Blue 

Night  Mesuge 

Nite 

Night  Letter 

N L 

If  none  of  these  three  symbols 

appears  after  the  check  (number  of 
words)  this  isaday  message.  Other* 
wise  Its  character  is  indicated  by  the 
symbol  appearing  after  the  check. 

RECEIVED  AT 

32B  AV  222  N L 
HALIFAX  NS  MAY  8 

EWARD  E ALLEN,  PERKINS  INSTITUTE  , WATERTOWN 

PtKSONALLY  EAVUR  LUMP  SUM  FOR  HALIFAX  SL I NB  INSTALMENT  DUES  NUT  ruM 
ITSELF  TO  MY  JUDGMENT  WHILE  I QUITE  APPRECIATE  TH^RfcS  OF 
THE  DONORS  TO  INSIST  ON  MANAGING  THEIR  OWN  GIFTS  IF  THIS  NECESSARY 
HAUFAX°C0M?-|--J-'^-.r^??^®  COMMITTEE  MANAGE  IT  YOU  MAY  REMEMEBER  OUR 

standi  NG^^Hil'AL-R'i’r^fiuc^  PUBLIC  APPEAL  IN  UNITED  STATES  UNDER- 

THAT  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  WAS  UNDERTAKING  TO  Tin  fuw  iiq  aq 

MUCH  08  MOKE  THAN  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  ACHiKeS  IN  tSa^  wJ?  SINCE  tJII 
Jn^BANDs'qf  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HAS  GONL  BY  WE  ARE 

WOULD  NO^  mJi.  ?n  COMMITTEE  REPEStlMTINu  i ncM  I 

c IFT  UUUCM  ^ ANYiHING  DONE  TO  MAR  THE  GENEROUS  I TY  OF  THE 

Vonl  Sde  ^TpS'^Dn  JND  THEREFORE  STRONGLY  URGE  THa'to.IUiSaLSUGGEST- 
APpLved  A^n  I COMMITTEE  SHOULD  BE 

aKoR  ALL  T0^2?t^?Sp  paIc  Pf^OVISION  SHOULD  BE  MADE  ONCE 

THE  HALIFAX  RFM  i ttI  f ASSURE  YOU  CONFIDENTIALLY  THAT 

AT  AM  Tuu^o? UTTERLY  UNABLE  FINACIALLY  TO 

AND  FFFFrTiwc^^  SITUATION  RED  CROSS  GRANT  WILL  ASSURE  INDEPENDENT 

mufiNK?  f ““T  think  it  should  bl  d™. 

HXRm  HEARTII^Y^Aci^J^i'MTu^IJp^^  THEhEFURE  ENDORSE  LUMP  SUM  GRANT 
KXKX  HEARTILY  AGREE  WITH  SECOND  AND  THIRD  RECOMMENDATIONS 

GERALD  B TERNA'No 

9;41  A M 


.A^t<i>^  fi^t/:/tr 


CAOLe  AODREBR  ■ TERNAN**  MALI 
Telcpmonc  8t.  Pauu  1883 


^ Wa/i^aa:,  ^.A(  .5^ -’:^,7  l-liVl*  ..I.9.I.S... /.?/ 


Doar  ;ir  Allan; 

Wa  hy.d  a joint  liaatin^  of  our  Coas^ittaa  v/ith  tha  Holif.ix 
HSliaf  Co;iui*i3dion  to-iay^  or.d  oartair.  i^attars  which  hava  haar.  hotharing 
u$  hava  haan  claa.’ad  u;..  Tha  Coai^iasion  tall  us  that  -ftar  allw/ing 
S0-.3  $4,000,000  for  oartain  urgar.t  raliaf  thay  hava  ur.dartakan  tha 
oausa  of  tha  blind  naoit  on  tha  list  in  r.rafaranca  to  .:lll  othar  cla,i.is 
and  that  thay  ara  |,ra’'arad  to  do  all  that  thay  think  i'ropar  and  right 
(including  pansions)  to  look  aftar  tha  blind,  Fcv;  1 ,.ant  to  aapha^^ioa 
thraa  things. 

First,  Tfhila  1 did  not  know  Just  whi.t  the  '-alifix  Raliaf  Ocmission 
rasourcas  ware,  and  while  1 did  not  knov/  that  thay  had  givan  ;r-*cadanc8 
to  tha  blind  claims  o’^ar  all  others  y first  wire  to  you  ra  thair 
situation  is  substantially  boms  out,  that  is  the  R:j.if'.-ji  Raliaf 
Couiuission  have  a great  mar.y  mors  ciaiins  to  adjust  th.an  thay  can 
possibly  find  funds  for,  tharafora  1 fa..rad  that  tha  blind  would  suffer; 
this  o.c*y  not  ba  the  case  now  in  view  of  the  factthat  their  claims 
ura  given  precedenoa,  a fact  which  1 v.as  not  awara  of  befora,  ancapt 
in  the  fact  that  tha  Comj.iission  v/ill  not  go  I think  as  far  as  wa  would 
Aikl_ir:  looking  aftar  tha  blind,  but  will  only  do  what  seems  to  them 
reasonable.  .Thus  tha  blind  will  1 think  likaly  suffer  somawhat. 

o..oni_/,  Tna  general  public  hurt  in  tha  Saplosion  will  certainly 


CAOLB  AOOnFSS.  "TEPNAN"  HAL.irAX 
TeLBPHONc  St.  Paul  less 


jV.  .9!, 

suffer  if  ths  blind  ars  f'olly  car^d  for  by  thie  fund,  this  point  i^ay 
or  ;..ay  not  co.uu3nd  itsolf  to  tha  Rod  Cross,  but  ".as  in  liy  aind  v/hon 
I sor.t  iiy  first  wirs.  1 was  anxious  to  holp  th*  blind  with  duo  ro~ard 
to  tho  olaias  of  tho  othor  sufforors  by  tho  Explosion,  and  I oo’Ald 
not  quits  c^^rso  with  tho  su— sstion  of  ;Ir  Rotors  that  tho  Bsd  Cross 
prob^ly^ooncom  thsasolvos  about  thoss  who  only  ...<*d5  inatsrial  Icssss. 
possibly  howsvor  his  visw  is  oorroot,  howovsr  1 would  liks  the  Hod 
Cross  to  oloarly  undorstand  tho  situation  boforo  thoy  finally  dsoids 
upon  thsir  courss.  But  1 w'ould  imprsss  upon  you  tho  fact  of  our  not 
appsaling  to  tho  ALorican  public  whon  wo  aijht  havo  done  so,  at  tho 
sai^o  tiuis  1 Liust  say  our  A>ssrican  frisnds  havo  boon  sonorous  boyond 
our  ~roatsst  possiclo  oxpsctations,  and  if  tho;,^ nothing  aoro  dosorvs 
our  storr.al  ^ratitudo. 


P/e.,un,. 

^^(/i/rr 


'L.) 


Yours  Since roly. 


’■>Rrptt,  Hass 


Jan.  ^6.  191B. 

To  ?he  Feorilo  "“ho  Have  Hecentl-r  Lo.at  ?heir 
in  the  Fiaa<^ter  at  Halifax: 

Thinkinf  it  o-^er  T thoop-ht  it  -•ro-ijfl  he 
sonf-  onconrarerent  to  vqi:  to  te]l  of  o--.m  eT-rperience . 
T ha”“  feunri  the  onlv  -ray  to  he  cheer  "nl  Is  to  keep 
cm  lo77e!i  at  annethinp  no  natter,  ho-^  S’nj-le. 

"'hen  I firBt  lent  n-'’-  aip-ht  six  vearo  am, 

I thOTirht  I •■’onlci  ne^'er  he  fihlc  to  en;07,’-  or  ^o  en^thinfr 
anain.  T spent  nany  sorro"'fnl  hoars  hroodinn  over  ry 
loss,  hilt  at  last  I made  up  m:,'’  mind  to  foryct  ny 
troii.hles,  and  mo  around  and  en.io"  myself.  I can  mo  to 
a theatre  or  concert  and  enio^;  myself  noy, 

T am  no"'  a in  a.  shop  "'here  onli'  blind 

peorle  are  emp'loyP’^  . ’"e  all  have  mreat  times  tomother, 

'^ur  -'ork  is  verv  interest-inr.  ’"e  make  many  heantifrl 
desirns.  '^nr  na'^'terns  ar^'  Titten  •'n  "^raillo.  They 
are  •’ri'^  + en  ns  one  vQT'id  -r-^ite  directions  ■f'or 

crochet i nm . 

T found  i ■'•erv  d 1 1*-" i oiip -t  pn  read  or  "■'rite 
in  Braille  at  f^rst.  Bnt  h*'  persevprence  T am  ahle  to 
read  very  mell  no-y. 


CABLC  AOORFSfl  I ''TfCPNAN”  HALIFAX 


TeuCFHONC  ST.  PauU  1683 


(^.oy 


suffer  if  ths  ’oli»d  ars  f’olly  caMd  for  by  thie  fund^  this  point  aay 
or  ;-.ay  not  coaiuond  itself  to  the  Rod  Cross,  but  v.as  in  ay  aind  v/hor. 

I sor.t  ay  first  wiro.  1 was  anxious  to  holp  tho  blind  with  duo  ro-ard 
to  tho  olaias  of  tho  other  sufferers  by  tho  Explosion,  and  I co’old 
not  quite  u-^ree  with  the  su-gestion  of  Hr  Rotors  that  tho  Red  Cross 


possibly  however  his  view  is  correct,  however  1 would  like  the  Rod 
Cross  to  clearly  understand  the  situation  before  they  finally  decide 


upuon  their  course.  But  1 would  impress  upon  you  the  fact  of  cur  not 
appsolir-s  to  the  American  public  when  we  aijht  have  done  so,  at  the 


same  ti.-3  I must  say  our  American  friends  have  been  ^^nerous  beyond 


(i^> 


our  greatest  possible  expectations,  and  if  thej^ nothing  more  deserve 
our  eten.al  -ratitude. 


Yours  Sincerely. 


April  SO,  1919 


Mr,  0.  H.  Burritt, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Overbrook,  Pa. 

and  also  sent  C/o  J.  F.  Bledsoe, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Overlea,  Md. 

Telegraph  Fraser  if  he  can  see  Deacon  Washington  next  week. 


April  SO,  1919 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Halifax,  N.  S. 

Have  telegraphed  Burritt  to  answer  your  telegram.  Wrote  you  yesterday 


iferiLlna  Institution, 
/’'•tertown,  ikuee. 

«on<iny,I;ec.i;4, 1917, 


Meaarc  Js'iAioney,  ^jurritt.  Van  oxove,  and  oiedeoe;- 

Vhe  *isllfa*  oilnded  eitu’  tio/i  is  fir  v«lopi hk  In  nn  interesting  laanner 
end  in  n any  I dirt  not  drs'Msi  of.  .he  loilo<iir».  ie  r.  ui  .ry  of  i . 'h  1 
icnoT  it,  to  d<Jte- 

ivoc.  11”«role  -ilr  ir  cleric^  rnser  e letter  of  eyin,jri.lr^  and  Rfjted 
what  ir’erjtlna  could  do  to  hely. 

j^«c.  1t»-16-koAloney  sent  jae  a nlKht  letter  r-'tyinn  Van  Cleve  sug^erted 
rresldent  of  A./.  S.h.  send  out  to  the  i;rofopslon  nn  ftpycri  I'or  help, 
.■received  a telepr^ra  fro.i  rir  ir.  nnnou.icin,  number  of  blinded  to  be  J)00 
and  acilnf:  help  and  counrel.  Gpent  an  hour  at  telaphonc  telliat  Lne  uewe, 
aiaonft  otners  to  *^res.  of  our  hoard  of  Trustees,  '»hu  -i^dvited  talxinj  wi  ti» 
Director  JacAson  of  the  torth  netern  liviBiOii  of  tnt  :-ted  Croe«.  Did  so. 
J’acKson  "»'<e  eufi-rised  ■•t  toe  report  frou  t'ir  rr.  and  promieed  to  anvire 
with  :ae  apnin.  (l  heard  nfterv  rd  t(.»t  ne  telop.rnphed  for  conf ir.aa t i on 
both  to  his  chief  at  -nFnint:to.i  and  to  ^r.  koorr,  chairman  of  hed  Groes 
■emergency  -leilsr  Couiittee,  then  at  Halifax. j bent  ' niglit  letter  to 
IcAioney  pivin,;  the  lewe  from  oir  j'r . •'■cid  iny  approval  of  his  appeals  to 
the  profession  for  there  cannot  be  too  ‘f»uch  real  help.  Tniaed  witu  irer. 
holiPB  of  tnc  -./-.i.e,  couneeiing  coOj.cr' tion  'vitn  x^rea.  i.c/ioney  of  tne 
' • . - . 1 . h . 


Dec.  Ic-'leiepnoiu  fros^i  V-- n Gleve  recuestint;  my  tclxin,  with  REtchrs.xy, 
finnneiai  n^'ent  of  t/.e  hed  Grose,  who  juet  returned  fro.u  hailfEX.  ^id 
so.  Katenesay  triou».hl  J»DO  biinceo  pro.juuly  a conKervntivc  erti^ate  Out 
decl-rod  anpi?  funds  and  meacuree  for  ia.aedi'ite  rKi.ief  of  ell  sufferers 
were  in  hand  before  he  left,  ^nd  counreied  r,j.ainet  furlner  general  appenle 
ct  tnir  time.  I telcp.-. oned  this  to  V-.n  Gleve  End  telegrn^.ncd  it  to 
kcAloney . 


Dec.  1/  ”ftrote  id**-ntloal  lfctt*-r*  to  Vtn  Cleve  nd  kcAionty. 
'isceived  "prepr  notice"  froi  Gir  /T. 

'-eceived  circular  1,  tt  r of  fro  . .cAloney. 


Dec.  1 ..-unexpcc teniy  tu.c,uonod  to  cfiice  of  >Jortn  i aptern 
rott , hot  ton,  "There  1 met  'ireclor  J.CiiPon  ? nd  rs.  L?  tno,., 
.'•is  cniei  artlatantc,  r.lyo  tnree  raeti  wur^erc  nft''ly  rctur.ned 
..-ucy  ri^i.i.  Hesuit  of  Ticeti.-i;.  v"  r.  dccition  to  s 
to  i.fillfr-y  iri  order  to  a rn.ji  ; rjrvry  of  t..e  ci  tuition 


. ivlsion  Ked 
Who  ic  one  of 
from  iialifax:- 
end  *.iss  ari.nt 


Deo.  l^-.ier  .ri.nt  f-trtte  tor  ilr., if-.x, 

receive  from  ir  ‘^r , e 00  :y  of  a ion,  1.  tier  to  /an  Glevr  whicn 
1 ra  id  to  our  '■  cse  tol-.n  sct.ooi  atio  announce  tun  L m ter  tne  .loliouyE  n 
collection  vlii  be  t Kcn  up  to  vnicn  caen  i llnl  pu.li  vHa  be  ’ exed  to  rive 
his  bit. 


Deo.  21- 
1 u Cure 


Hsenive  letters  from  cAioney  and  Gleve. 

• rite  ti  !•  tter  to  ir  /rederica  expre^ci.i,.  a nopE  ttir.  i tc.,e.'iow 
Oi  tne  oiind.  '.  laignt  be  .•B'’ds  r ^uolio  r i rponti bi  i 1 ty  and 


the 

< «.£jor  oordley’e  plan  to  Me«t  tne  fii,u  tlon 
-r.c,  to  V..  r.U,»  t, «,  fr.,.  ,T„,.=.. 


' • 


D*G.22-Ui;ai.on«'i  »'»nie  local  Hed  Cross  headquarters  «nere  1 Met 

airsiictor-Oeneril  i'ercons  of  tne  clvillr.u  relief,  v»no  had  that  .-.orulng 
arrived  froa  Vashintton,  local  director  Jac«.coti,  tr.  ihoors,  -^-jo  jaad  re- 
bentiy  talked  vi  th  Cir  /r.  over  the  situatioti,  and  aevon  othent 


The  first  ouelfjces  taicen  isas  the  hull  fax  blind  problrui.  being  call- 
ed upon  I aexed  if  it  were  witnin  tne  province  of  tiiC  hed  Cross  to  under- 
take perunnent  foreign  vorx,  and  u^on  bein*  told  yes,  proceeded  to  state 
sQf  vievs  on  j^'r^anent  relief  and  education  of  the  bxind  trurough  centralis- 
ation: tnnt  is:-  Inttitutlonasing  tne  thing  at  hailfnx,  and  to  contrast 
that  aith  ehat  our  OoVsrnoient  is  plannih,  to  do  with  its  «ar  blinded; 
eapnasisinf:  tne  vast  ruperiority  of  the  latter.  heing  esxed  if  1 thought 
the  better  plan  practical  for  Canana,  replied  that  if  i.he  Canadian  Covern- 
.'sent  would  but  consider  its  Halifax  victi  is  ne  war  cripples,  whicii  they 
are,  '<i»d  would  see  the  need  of  reuf.bi  tnilng  the^i  to  anxiaum  efficiency 
even  if  for  economic  re* rone  only,  that  then  that  wovernaent  ought  to  wel- 
coac  such  rtid  as  would  oept  bring  about  the  best  solution  of  the  blind 
probieo;:-  in  snort,  1 urged  for  a per;ir-neat  puoiic  ret,  onalbii ity  at 
Mere..y  a private  charily.  After  about  rn  hour’s  diocuHuioti  I left  be- 
lieving thPt  if  it  were  decided  to  appoint  a oouiiiittcc  of  both  Aaericen 
and  Cnnadians  to  loox  into  the  whole  metier  find  to  inajce  report  to  the  hed 
Cross  that  botn  Vsn  Cleve,  cir  i’r.  and  I would  be  on  it.  In  fact,  I r 
Bpxcd  if  i would  serve  and  be  reedy  to  go  to  Kaiifnx.  Of  couree  1 tsidl 
would,  kr.  kcAloney's  nnme  and  addreee  given  in  at  blind  tree,  of  the 
/.A.i.ii.,  also  - ajor  ^jordley's  as  being  chairman  of  the  hub.  vJo.iii.  on 
opthalmolopy  of  the  I/. 0. Council  of  Sation&l  r:efence.  Jtr.  r'ersont  eaid  he 
had  spojcen  with  hajor  borlley  who  would  welcome  cotislruotive  action  by 
tne  /ied  Cross. 

Jo  you  not  ngrep.  with  me  that  the  matter  le  getting  interc  stlr^g? 


Believe  me. 


/Mk  i fatu  ball  X»»oi  •*<«•  mi  ota^  -ma 

^tartom  iJWiJ  Dc«  uMiUrkm  aJia  lo  •Mtiri  * 

•mi  iMd  .Xu  ^t.a»Aom\  loiim'xXJa  i»ooX  »aol  ■ Ltu.^  «>*<ll  fr«T.'-w  , 

jmmc^im  amimm  mtmm  ,aaH •aJ Im  wii  x»t^  .'ll  li  - liJ  tm  Jtmml  /^  . J ^ 

•limm  .mX^ux^  moJlb  xmlilme  mdi  ««r  ««»«  2»i*;  i«ill  *4iX 

»«  mam^  ««#il««rs%  mau  alailv  vx**  #A  bmdam  I m^%m  •« 

»J«Js  ma  tmm\  mimi  .%nlmm  nm%u  bai*  ■ ^xow  iff«auwx«x  aaMi 

u^a'tf  I batl4  mAi  lo  itoUmmt^bm  hma  1*i4»X  mm  ammtm  am 

imjnatiem  mi  lutm  $a  mmUi  mtu  ^iMmwiiui li  *tii  •iml  jk&I  :moix« 

tIfttnH*'  i»»  miX  Atlm  mb  mi  t^ituimlii  ml  iatmaim^m^i  ism  i*-Sm  mJkm  *mU 
J.  I »si*«  mnXmm  ,imtlmi  mAX  lo  xllxatxo<tii*  /oav  mas  t c t rnaMtmrnm 

-irxsroO  tuiXhmA*Xi  »•«  11  imdJ  bmH%»i  xol  lA»tlo«xq  «#X«  irnJimS  mAi 

X^ni  tiaLAm  «t«lq%iXB  x>*o  a/*  rnmUmlm  kAXXuJi  mil  xatlmomo  iud  txue*  immm 

w'mtbltlm  jUttiCMK  ox  bsAJ  ^mUh  Xm  rnmma  m£X  rnmm  Moo*  .ox* 

•lm»  mi  smmMttimroO  JmU  njkfli  i»Ai  »>Uxio  «no»o*x  OitfuaoOt  tol  ^1  not* 

brlid  ids  lo  .lOliviox  lood  mAS  iiio^  aol'Bt  immm  S>iamm  w*  kta  Aomm  masm 

ilo,"  ax  xiHl4X%mm^m^x  iiX€*iq  Xuia>wrt«q  s xol  tio,»xo  I nl  'XtuOMcxq 

Xl>i  X K«iO4ll0**l*  •*xooi(  Joo**  XOilA  .'iShtUOt  OXAVllq  « %>rfAa 

oooIxmA  1«  0(*)X1*««o  41  4MlOit«|ii  mi  bmblmmb  i>xaw'v4X  11  4 **i  wtlxoiX 
bmX  mdi  mS  4x*u»x  mmsm  *4  imSima  mloitm  mtia  aSat  mmml  mi  aiimtl>mam&  t-mjt 

mw*' 1 ,4©«1  b1  ' .41  Ro  me  mlumm  X bmm  .t^.-Xll  .Ov«XU  tuif  AioA  SmMs  toox^ 
Xai«A  t mmxuam  M .^•llloH  o4.  e;^  mi  tkaox  m4  bum  t v.Mf  Aioov  L U 
mdi  to  .ooxs  oofiji^  «««  4»cixi>^o  do*  *«jui  •'x»4ioXA*a  •x**' 

Di  •4mi  mdi  lo  onaxl-^ae  lolotf  o*  a'^iox^  ••lo  .,i».,l,4j.*. 

•tf  dl*«  ?iks4X»4  .x«  .konoloS  l«nol4*l  \m  Xlo«wo0.o.UI<«ifJ  le 

XJ  mmiSf*  0*14' urU«i  «9  saoslov  dXoOv  a4»  ^2^***  44io  n«xv<^  dM 


• Itoxl  ^•l  0<34 


T^  lii  -x-^iol  %IU4403^1  x-»444JB  i><ti  4«4i  Mi  ii4 1*  oo^ir  ^o«  iroq  mC 


,mm  mmmtlmXL 

^mitt^y^j^LirtS  \x*V 


. ^r-rn^*^uK  ^ 

„ K ^ V-^^  7^ 

‘'■"'^‘*1^^  A.'xCrr  ->,« , ■ 

^7"  ^ 


7^-: 


/ '/"Va.*-^  ^ Ti-*-  ^ 


J ! r ^ ^ Wig  iT 


J-UU  26th,  19ia, 


'r.  . >'r'inJc  Poraonn, 

’Jlrector-O'iJif'rrti  Civilifin 
It’.'*  Aii'^rin-ui  Hoa  nronn, 
ifationnl  ’r<jn(nuart«ra 


teller, 

Wanniurton, 


•).C, 


De-ir  ;r, 


V»nmev«  and  I rwaohad 
h«ro  -uia  to  ra^iort  Tji  .;on  it. 


ml 


our 


Pomona  :- 

It  in  t/’o  *Teexn  today  nlno*  !r, 

•fallfox  to  try  to  tv’lp  tho  niinii  mtuatlon 
min  report  I ox'iaot  to  nojia  yon  in  ciu«  tli.i 

I have  rerialnod  on  the  npot  In  order  to  noe  actually  at 
^fork  and  functionliu:  tho  free  nijoit-navinr.  alinio-vmich  anej-ea  to 
Oowiltteo  to  b«  trio  ono  thim;  nocflnd  Iwiodiatoiy . Jat  thout  h »'e 
imrjod lately  anurJit  and  recoivea  fJovaniiioiitni  approval  or  o\ir  plan 
to  r-et  th'-’  oniapntoa  Dr,  ritlrllnr  of  tontroai  horo  to  nuunianont 
tno  inadocuato  local  eyn  ollnioa  which  had  ff  llad  to  r^^aoh  tho  nta'”- 
Ht  hoi  ton.  It  hna  oonfauied  ail  thin  tin-  — nna  the  ooullnt  in  not  i ere 
ye..  TTowavor,  he  tixa  proi.ineu  to  start  for  ^rmifax  today  ana,  unlpno 
>^1  alRnn  fall,  rrin  oo»in  the  nov  out-'atient  clinic  iVcnday  noxt. 
mifl  will  ho  rv.minhed  and  o/jnippsd  by  tho  Victoria  irder  of  iforHoa. 

* ^Mf^'^n-nilo  all  now  and  urgent  canon  r-o  for  rmind  have  boon 
riahfld  to  trio  local  oculists  by  air  .'redoriok  lY.aner.  A room  for  tho 
bon  clinic  han  ocon  uropamd  at  tho  ''otiooi  for  the  'Uind,  and  tho 
)i.aalilnery  net  oinr  for  brln/^iiv;  m the  mtlontn.  lUan  Lotta  »^and  a 

thfl^xilnr^mi  M^.ana(»huaottn'(;oi.u.ii«ntSn*for 

ho  .Hllnd,  han  boon  brourht  horn  rro*i  "Ponton  with  :r.  larntenn*  nn-urovai 
to  manara  the  vork  with  headquartorn  at  tho  “ ' ' ,enH  approval 

^ronn  or  rurinero  have  been  Hupplted  by  the 
toi'othor  vttn  oiorxn  ?uw  voinnto«.r  vorxorn 
iT.o  j'.aw  clinic  riaa  baait  ridniy  advortlnad. 

Tin. bar  o,.  tho  totally,  or  or  acMcaily.  totally,  blind 

'iouhtlonn  be  more,  an  nha 

at  thin  " homo.  ooT.dltlon  remm 

„rovl„„,,  ror  xooally  thaT 
pooniDic.  *t  way  bo  another  i.onth  bofore  we 


r»(»iool , 

\ .j 


and 

and 


vinltln/: 

, «iu  at  ito  expenno, 
ndod  In  tho  ronlntration. 


of 


riodiii/n 
doubled , 
foretold 


trt» 

and 


has 


can 


ajitlci  or  neeiiod 
toil  an  to  them  -‘H, 


JAME9  JACKSON 
OlViaiON  MANAOin 


The  American  Red  Cross 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS 

755  BOYLSTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASS. 


Copy  of  Telegraci  ssnt  February  1,1918. 

To 

Sir  Frederick  Fraaer, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Halifax,  N.  S.  ^ 

Suggest  fnforming  Campbell,  Black  and  Harris  that 

failure  of  clinic  or  some  other  effective  means  of 

sight-saving  satisfactory  to  you  and  Miss  Rand  would 

doubtless  influence  further  assistance  of  Red  Cross. 

Edward  E.  Allen. 

Charge  to  Dept.  Civilian  Relief, 

American  Red  Cross, 

755  Boylston  Street, Boston. 


March  2,  1918, 


Sir  Fredericli  Fraser, 

School  for  the  Blind, 

Halifax,  N.  S. 

Miss  Everett  promised  to  start  for  Halifax 
last  night. 


Warch  13, 


Mf-Kfrs/  Burritt  am  Van  Ciev<“, 

L'trar  ?'rif  r.3!:- 

Vfu.  v.iii  r«  anto-astm  in  tr.e  toilo.ic^  extracts  Iron.  Ui^era 
rtct'ntiy  rvCfivtu  ircc  haiiiax, 

axr  rreaeriCK  iragrr  has  *rn-.,-r,,  .,r.3c-i  of  l.-,rch  < 

firat  cil-ic  .at  ep.n  icr  thrr.e  ^ayr,  ar  3 cishty  :;  tannlr,  at^er  v’'  Thl 
sfconc  cixr,c,  ona.r  it.  larv.y,  va.  cpxn  in  all  .i,nt  ae.jr  ,,^3  I^.tv-^vrn 

n.  CC.W...C..  .n,o«  tr.  c.p,n,r.,  =,  tr. 

cwr.:=  r..,  ,c  ccn.er.  .i.h  xu  .ecu  .itauLi.r,  ,ra 

01  ..t.ravei,,  no.,  .or  Unco  or  ..-r -.i  nr  „ ...  Tl  r 

l.,o  Ko.l.o.  poporn  .nlo.,  pu,  .o,..oioo,.,  ,,  no,  '-o  .I 

to  ooroon,  po  oorrp  .opoo  o.n.  Po  . ,.n,  . 1 r „r.U . ...or  ,K  cL,  , , 

opcrop  poor  nr  ...o  .n.  ckoir.ap  pp  p,,,  p,, 

puu.  po.i.,,,,,  1 „pp  ,„p. 

i o,r,.:':::;;:;.-  ^ - .,.,  .p„:or.:; 

1 • . . .ppt  r,.po,proc  PC  t,  ,,,i,  to  p.p 

ycur  3c;ar  013  City  on  lOofc  or  in.  i7t,n  01  -rran^e  to  ir 

art  not  to  you  .ir.aiy  t.-t  r.^.  .no^  . ' . . ' ' 

our  conitrarpcf  3..0S  not  iaat  nort  n.,-n  « Ja, 'or  J ‘ ii 

Ihor  soot,  por  cCor..<  „r,=  mnp,,  pp,„  .ip,  ‘=''- 

=e:vec  Prop  Cnnncpnr,  oc,.  rp , „, p,,.  pj.  , ''“'I  '-“^P-  ! Pn.o  „- 

loio  pornpr;  I n.orr  iron  Pr  ,„„  c;  ' f ' '-M  Peno. 

Pno  nr-oont  ppnnpj,  ccopri.pt,:  ry  ;,,.,.i'."r  p”'.'"'  tppn; 

Pn  oinenp  po  ..p.  p..<,,p  f' ■ rp  J -'f.''”!-  >P'r  lu  UU... 

PO  .ocn  prcp,or..,or„  ‘ '‘‘P  <po. 

ocrij  tlin-poi  In  l,»p;ij,..  ''^'  ' '-o  i.,;-.  itp.  ...epjo  ot  in, 

coiirE  .cry  .fcortn.,  'i-nrop-'J^r  ppp»Ooo  ccapnrn  nrd  p.o  ,c,t, 

•p>.  .-cp.onp  nojppnri::  ::'o:'“:n“"'  »' 

P-o  nre  ttop,l„,  Brnlll,.  Br.crtnnnn  • r.  •"•oo  r,  odrinj 

Hnll.n.  In  peslnnlnj  pc  so  pL  ='=»"POPnl  .or... 

Po  «PU1  n,p„n,p  o.ro’up"'  '"PPooPoo 

-xun  10  reo-air  hert  ana 


stuay  conai  tlons.l  He  le  a,  pbrtlcularly  fine  nun  tna  nie  personality  i « 
leit  cy  ail  those  *ith  *ihoo  he  codce  in  contact^'" 


Miss  Rana  has  jiven  the  foiloi*ini  statiatiCE  as  of  March  V 

A « . 1 # bM  I 4 i J ^ 


Total  nuahrr  ci  tiina,i 

" " coth  eyfs  acECttul, 

" * one  cjt  aouttiui, 

Our  tyt  Mina,  other  0.  K.  , 
pots  ( yi  t i r j u r e j , r c » C . f . , , 

H nat  1 » 1 0 I c : 1. 1 e,  , , , 

Cat  CI  ICfchj  uhK  f.c»  r.,  , 

l.cl  cflceta  cy  rid  ot  ion, 


19 18; 


31. 
56 
IVl 
11:4 
i 1 ‘i 

6C 

LO 

I*? 

n 

^a-it 


‘Itfc  C,:.ici  vaiut  ai  the 
I he  ccaiiofu  ana  ttace  of 
i-iviciii,;  ptcpie  to 
the  oilr.lc  i»&s  worth 


' Ir.  r.ti  Iftt.-r  o:  Vard.  6,  iSlb,,  s.-.k  sdo: 
elides  *a£  thv  ooriolaiioh  to  i.'. e tje  £uiier:,rEj 
; ino  I tt.iltir.i  irou  :cr..-i.Ulr,4  ^nothtr  tjs  tpcci^iisi, 
c <•  rtlracico  icr  eyt-  jor  tofce  ref  sent  aio.'ie 

h M i < . 

Li-  ,d-.:¥v:j  tdo  pir  deacrics  ht  cniy  cane  up  for  tii-t  aayi  ar.a  re- 
:.-.jfLj  eUht,-  i.t  taia  id  .Ittnaance  was  ttiiy  at  iarit  at  he  t*ptct^a.. 
Jt  wet  ret  tecacre  ct  nu-re-e  he  left  - «7  attenaca  hd  clanic. 

d,  scr.c-.aU  was  rot  rreeer.t  at  the  eye  ciinic;  nt  wat  o.ritrvace-  at 
the  neaicai  elide  at  the  V.y.C.A.  he  it  a r.turcloaitt  ana  has  rd.rrea 
to  Etaay  ar.a  treat  nerse  or  nthtai  Oastt. 

di  erraMic-K  ai.a  1 led  that  Dr/  bterUn^  luvorte  the  rr-opedn-,  of 
the  aye  cUriic  tosuiriy  to  pitase  puriic  opirucr., 

I tdr;K  the  Dr/  tell  that  any  dr.ader  victi-t  snffrrir.:,  f rot  hi?n  ner- 
V0U3  conaitlor.  rri^ht  heconc  a ncr.tal  ease  with  a sulciisi  tenaency. 


rrec  worsl 


on  toth  th.i"  eight-aavinj  ana  stuoy., 


t*,..  JO,.-.  Dt  1.-.,  slujUa  13  sohOcJl,  , J.  I ^oeatloo  i.neiLr ”iu 

“rrto‘°rn'\r ""  ^ 

Ot-ers  .l.x  h.,,.  to  te  .«e  Ir.  tot  f.o.t,.  It  .in  ^ vtr,  oiuicJlt  to 

::::  :ux:::or:::.:::‘:;:t\'r^"  --  - - 

-.e  .rt  to  .onxto 

00  hopoo  or  cluno  for  the  toturr.  ] fm  th.a  i “'I- 

icateiy  ana  tenaeriy  at  7 ran  • t ^ ^ ^ huesiion  as  aci- 

tttort  the  tcelines  oi  tr.t  Inot.looll!  ‘»o  <-to3> 

o.h:er::r:° 

hurry  for  the  stuay  so  as  to  Dane  your 


report,!  rut  as  I saia  cefore  it  io  slow  »orK,| 

Sir  FreaerlCK  feels  puciic  opinion  strongly  in  favor  of  sighl-aaving 
clinic.' 

Although  the  opposition  of  local  eye  aen  has  not  actca  aaversely  upon 
oontriPutions  for  the  tlinaea,’  the  giving  is  largely  airectea  to».ara  the 
hlina  enaowaent  funa.'" 

The  ao3t  of  Miss  Rani's  stateaenta  xere  alrect  replies  to  specific 
Questions  froir  ec.,!  covering  just  the  points  that  I wantea  maae  clear  to 
ae:  ana  I nave  thought  they  ».ouia  re  t-Qualiy  illual nating  to  yoo,| 

I expect  to  call  on  Dr.'  Harvey  in  Proviaenct  aithin  a aay  or  t*to,i 

Coraiftily  yours,* 


Night  Letter 


Mr*  f. M. Van  Cleve, 


' oi-errown,  Vass 

April  5,1818* 


418  Ninth  ^ve.,  ffew  York* 

*'0  get  hoffie* 
(Signed)  E*!P*nien. 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 
Halifax,  N.S. 


Night  Letter. 

Watertown, Mass. , April  5, Id  IS* 


The  three  American  members  our  Red  Cross  committee  unite  in  sending  the 
Vurphys  at  your  call  for  assistance  on  Miss  Rand's  leaving  and  in  general 
to  aid  you  and  the  cause  of  the  newly  blinded;  but  believe  we  cannot  under- 
take to  pay  salaries*  Committee  meeting  Watertown  April  84  suits  us. 

^Signed)  E*F.  Allen* 


•J.  J.  Murphy, 

1«77  «Oth  St., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


April  11,  1913, 


Advise  suiting  Fraser.  Kill  meet  your  train. 
Watertown.  Write  me  special  delivery. 


Su33est  Back  Bay  for 


C ^ 


V.a»  1; 


To  iha  VbtI)(*ps  oT  Itp  A!r.»Pi3>vn  >?/•  a ^rosB  noii»ittp« 
or.  »».  vloti*a  of  ih.“  Halifa*  Hisaster.; 

Dwar  frisTO.*:- 

Af-.pr  confftrrjT^.  y-at-ra.ay  aft.ernoon  »iih  Vr«,  Loxmpod  of 

tn.  Poacpn  ofrio-.  .ho  re^rettea  that,  although  noti t ie a. . the  .ae  unatie 

to  aeet  at  iea.t,  once  .ith  un,.  1 rtceivea  ctrtair  .yapatnetlc  ao-eataora 

• hich  1 .ant  to  pass  aior.j  a.oa  concerning  .hUh  1 .la.h  to  an.  vour  onir  * 
lont.;  They  art  thebe:  opit- 

1.'  F0..1M,  1.  ...  „ii 

«lc.  ..H»x  ..  to  coat.  rrt,.  .nctUr  .o.rc. 

co.ue.ion  o.  .urlclP.Ut,  o,  H-ll,..  u.  pro,,...  , , " 

ter  pprtiouUrl,  to  tpltlot;  tor  tPr  cpHorrp  .t  tt.  pir.  ■, 

.o«cot,-or  tt  ..;„t  re  .t.p.  ...  orl,  tortppt  ' rt  o 

tottlop  .ptot,  couit  „ot  te  oouptpo  OP  trop  or  ptl  o Z 

tlonea  tources.'  ^ ^ ‘‘t-ove-ne t- 

It,  as  a result  of  our  rtnori 

- oonstaeratie  su.  ot  .oncy  n.Lu  ^ar  -ProprlnU. 

P^rloa  01  years  the  eapioy.e  nt  or  the  t rninL ' L 1 L ‘ 

-ter,,  .ouii  it  not  re  proper  to  arsuac  that  the  o ' 

either  aanage  the  ucaertaKlng  througf  a In • i organisation  .ouis 

3ettra.ine  fro®  roauUa  ho.  long  to  contir  or  othar.lae 

Urst  tlve  years?  ' -^>-ort  It  - nay.,  alter  the 

oelvea  ana  etsaiea i !.uLrot  ^tave  re- 

‘^r.'Van  Citve  to  .eil  preparea,-  iT  teetinga,  .hlch 

teei  the  neea  of  aavlct  froo,  ^hr  [.Tr  ^ on, 

““*!  “iU  they  not  .rite  at  . >ieaterE  .ho  coula  not 

‘^ro.ai  Of  the  aiucrcnt  points  al  giv'n  T 

tut^th  lor  • rj  /■'  “^'■'“^‘^'’^'•^trengthcnlng  te  ^ 

-^^“Pere  aavlae  ara  Tr  , ,ust  lolegraphea 

^ rot  Knc.  .hlch  Plan  le  i ^ «“».•  I con 

--- --  -..eraons  .ight ^ — - - 

-reona  m e.pectea  to  return  ‘Peetive  or  ur.arrantca.' 

' - - -oula  o:::yiT\\:r“^ 

ry  our  Eepsagt  to  hia.- 
V^ry  truly  yountt,. 


c 


9,  1918. 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 
School  for  the  Blind, 
Halifax,  N.  S. 


Pearson  reported  having  admitted  Boston 
sources. 


^23, 000, 000  available  all 


Uixy  13,'  1918.! 


Justice  Rotert  t^I  Harris, 

The  Oueena,!  Toronto, i Canada.! 

Dear  Justioe  Barris:- 

I thann  you  tor  your  tv.o  letters  written  May  10.! 

But  I do  not  tail  in  »rith  your  suggestion  that  you  withdravi  troc.  the 
Coimi tt.ee, I since  resignations  of  the  Kind  seen  to  court  explanations  and 
so  fceaKen  results.!  It  is  surely  desiraCle  that  son-e.  one  froo,  Halifax  be 
present  at  the  tine  of  handing  in  the  report,  to  reinforce  its  request 
and  to  stand  ready  to  answer  any  puestions.!  However, i if  no  one  can 
leave  - ana  it  does  seen  a long  trip  even  if  one  has  the  tine  - a strong 
letter  frod  you,  which  I could  deliver,!  ought  to  ao  the  thing.!  \Hhere  I 
feel  weaK  is  in  knowledge  of  the  facts  respecting  what  ana  how  auch  the 
Federal  Conalssion  can  and  will  do  for  all  sufferers,)  including  the 
blinded.!  However,  Sir  Frederick  has  just  sent  his  reply  to  a cuestion 
froi  Be,)  as  follows:  - "Chairman  Coo^itission  away  leading  banker  ccrnsulted 
says  Btatenent  ttado  by  ae  to  committee  correct  to  date  expect  additional 
seven  ..illicn  frox  Coa.inion  which  includes  pensions  for  crippea  blind  etc 
sane  authority  estimates  property  and  indirect  losses  at  between  twenty 
five  ana  thirty  billion  aonor  organization  should  direct  expenditure 
Ibrougt  ,o«  11  po„uu  or  lor.l  oot.lttee  of  Mo.l*  Ihu  Is  sssentlsli, 

-- 

Olr.ct'  r Bt.te.ent  thst  tbo  losor  or^.nlss.ioo  sr.o„lo 

u„  ill.:::,  " ^ ^ -iu,ee.-.l  „sfer 

On  frla.y  I sij„ea  co..lttee  report.'  Pr  ' Vsn  Clev. 

» - 1:  ,1::.:^::' 

torn  it  to  .e  060^°"' 

In.iepuetel,  oover^'orot '"Lr"''  " ° »”»  Pflnt 

General  Civilian  Rollot  of  •“!>  “r-!  Persons,.  Cirector 

o viilan  Relief  ol  tte  J.erlcan  Ren  Cross.' 

PrenLu.T  ennors.aent  of  osr  irlenn,  sir 

nelieir."''"’  ““  V“«r  oosrtes,  to  .e  .tue  i„  Hslll.i, 


Very  truly  yours, 


PERKINS  INSTITUTION 
AND  MASSACHUSETTS  SCHOOL 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 

EDWARD  E.  ALLEN,  DtRSCTOR. 


Watertown,  mass.  JuflG  6j* 


To  t,he  heaters  of  t.he  Axerican  Rea  Cross  CoKo.it.tee 
on  Lye  VicfitB  of  the  Kallfaji  Disast.er,* 

Dear  trlenas;- 

Thoogh  1 have  fcrlt.ten  Mr.!  PeraonB^!  inaicatini;  our  aesire 
ana  Int.ention  a»  a coo&it.tee  to  go  tp  Washington  in  oraer  to  put  our 
report,  into  his  hanas  ana  to  press  it,6  consi aeration,,  opviously  I cannot 
foret.elL  t-hem  t.he  exact;  t,ixe  »iil  te  tot  shall  i 8:(tediat;eiy  notify  each 
one  of  you  as  soon  as  I You  aili  tf.en  aeteraine  whether  or  not 

you  will  join  the  rest..|  Now,,  as  to  you  Haligonians.,.  I can  reaaily  un- 
aerstanl  that,  t.o  sane  such  a trip  at  t.hi8  tlxe  ie  no  cere  jaunt,  ana  I 
aE  not  going  to  urge  you  to  come,,  helpful  an  I telieve  your  presence 
woula  te.]  But  in8t.eaa  I shall  asu  you  severally  or  jointly  to  »;rlt.e  te 
a short,  letter  which  I cen  hana  to  Mr,]  Fereons,-  a stateaent  of  what 
you  believe  t.o  te  h.he  situation  ana  the  neea  of  outisiae  aid.' 

I have  received  this  Homing  t.he  following: 

■Froffi  t,be  Acting  Director  General  of  the  AseTican  Red  Cross  at 
Washington:  "‘.'y  aear  Mr,]  Allen;  I acxnowleage  your  letter  of  May  Slst.,- 
alaressea  to  Mr,]  Pereone,]  Mr,]  Persons  aae  expected  in  the  office  toaay, 
tut.  aavices  iroE  the  Steaeahip  Cospany  indicate  t.hat  there  was  a delay 
in  the  sailing  of  his  toat  ana  that  he  will  pmatatly  not.  arrive  until 
the  ena  of  the  weeR.f  Please  te  sure  that;  your  letter  will  ti 
to  his  attention  at,  the  earliest,  practdcatle  soBient,}” 

FroE  Eir  Freaericx  Fraser  this  night,  letter:  "Justice  Harris  re- 
tornea  ho»e  yesterday,.  Bigneja  report  of  joint  co».tl tt.ee  ana  fomardea 
to  you  by  regieterea  post.;  1 snow  you  will  do  your  test  to  bring  xat- 
tere  to  a speedy  neea.]  Is  there  anything  Canadian  aeabere  of  joint  ooe- 
ttllt.ee  can  do  to  expedite  s.avtcra?  Our  Mina  relief  xors  here  i* 
ning  out,  ana  is  appreci-atea  by  CoHEiaeioR  ana  public. |" 

Believe  Be,,* 

^ Very  tj-uly  yours:. 


'b  brought 


•s  win- 


Ni^nt  Letter^ 


June  6,  1918. 


Director  General  W.  Frank  Persons, 

Civilian  Relief,  American  Red  Cross, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Expect  us  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 
Burritt,  Institution  for  Blind,  Overbrook, 


Night  Letter. 


Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 

School  for  the  Blind, 
Halifax,  N.  S. 


I shall  probably  visit 
Pa., Saturday  and  Sunday. 


We  shall  meet  Director  General  Persons  at  American  Red  Cross  rooms, 
Washington,  next  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock,  carrying  report.  If  no 
one  of  Halifax  members  can  join  us,  please  fortify  us  with  letters  or 
telegrams  addressed  to  Mr.  Persons  or  me  in  his  care,  endorsing  the 
report. 


Prin.  0.  R.  Burritt, 

School  for  the  Blind, 
Overbrook,  Pa. 


June  6,  1918. 


Washington  tea  o'clock  Monday  morning. 
Saturday  or  Sunday.  Reply  night  letter. 


Prin.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve, 

Institute  for  the  Blind, 

412  Ninth  Ave.,New  York. 
Washington  ten  o'clock  Monday  morning, 
brook  Saturday. 


Can  attend  type  meeting 


June  S 


} 


1918. 


Shalt  probably  visit  Over- 


WIGHT  L£,TTi,fi* 


Mr.  Edward  i.  Mien, 
Perlcins  Institution, 
Watertown,  Mass. 


Halifax,  N.S.,Aug.  5,  1913, 


Murphy's  plan  changed.  Is  wording  hand  in  glove  with  R.  for  control  of 
sltastlo.  ters  for  tae  purpose  of  eererisj  oonsootlons  .Ua  as  sad  soosotlsa 
sa,s,s.sat  .Ita  R.  Sltostloa  orlticsl  sad  satlrelj  dspsndeat  on  Is.sdiat, 
aotioB  of  4.R.C.  Purpose  of  R.  to  tale  orer  sort  sad  secure  all  fuods  aela 
a,  as  sod  graat  of  4.8.0.  Bill  ,ou  adrise  .a  .oat  course  to  taaef  Osa  aotloa 
Of  B.  ae  sipedited  if  .e  .eat  ia  Basaiagtoa  at  oaoe?  Eapl,  u.adlstaly. 

(Signed)  C.  F.  Fraser. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Watertown,  Mass. 


Bedford,  N.S.,Aug.  5,  1918. 


.itaout  delar"*  -Plf  to  Radford 

(Signed)  C»  F»  Frassr. 


Sir  FredericE  Fraser, 
Bedford,  N.  S. 


Watertown,  Mass., Aug.  S,  1918. 


Telegrams  received  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Allen  at  Linekin,  Maine. 


NIGHT  LETTER 


Linekin,  Maine,  Angnat  7,  1S18 


Prin*  Edward  M^  Van  Clevo, 

Institute  for  the  Blind, 

412  Ninth  A»e*,New  *ork* 

Have  received  this  night  letter:  "Murphy's  plan  changed*;  Is  working  hand 
in  glove  with  R*  for  control  of  situation  here  for  the  purpose  of  severing 
connections  with  us  and  accepting  engagement  with  R*  Situation  critical  and 
entirely  dependent  on  imiBediate  action  of  A.R.C.  Purpose  of  R«  to  take  over 
work  and  secure  all  funds  held  by  us  and  grant  of  A.R.C,  Will  you  advise  me 
what  course  to  take?  Can  action  of  R*  be  expedited  if  we  meet  in  Washington 
at  once?  ^eply  immediately.  (Signed)  C. F. Fraser."  Not  sure  R.  means  Rogers. 

A dvise  your  transmitting  messxjge  to  Burrltt,  refuesting  him  to  see  or  tele- 
phone Persons,  notifying  us  of  advice  or  action.  Am  writing  you. 

(Signed)  Edward  1.  Allen. 

Dear  Mr.  Van  Cleve:- 

Have  driven  over  to  Boothbay  Harbor  to  send  off  this  letter 
and  the  following  night  letter:-(S6e  above.)  Though  I am  not  sure  who  R.  is, 
it  is  evident  Sir  Frederick  is  in  trouble  again;  and  I don't  like  the  look  of 
things.  May  be  Sir  Frederick  could  expedite  matters  should  he  visit  Washing- 
ton and  talk  with  P.-not  R. (Query;  Does  R.  mean  Red  Cross  - that  is,  Canadian 
Red  Cross?) 

Mrs.  Allen  and  I have  just  got  settled  here,  and  I cannot  well  leave  now. 
Nor  do  I see  what  I could  add  by  joining  Sir  Frederick  in  a visit  to  Washing- 
ton, more  than  what  either  you  or  Mr.  Burritt  could.  One  of  you  can  perhaps 
ascertain  if  Mr.  Persons  is  there  and  wishes  to  see  Sir  Frederick.  I am  send- 
ing off  the  following  night  letter  to  Sir  Frederick:-(Ses  below.) 

Believe  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  Edward  1.  Allen. 

P. S.  I should  almost  be  afraid  to  advise  Sir  Frederick  to  exchange  the 
coolness  of  Bedford  for  the  present  heat  of  Washington.  I may  be  reached 
here  by  telegraph. 


Linekin,  Maine,  Aug. 7,  1918^ 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 

Eeatford,  Nova  Scotia. 

Your  telegrams  just  forwarded  here.  Await  your  further  explanation  by 
letter.  Meanwhile  have  telegrxiphed  Burritt  in  Baltimore  through  Van  Cleve  to 
consult  Persons  in  Washington  and  advise  us  all. 

(Signed)  Edward  E.  Allen. 


r?;  HillRiflo  K-^erntt,  IlaRS., 

Jan.  ^6,  1918. 


To  The  PeorJo  "’ho  Het'c  Peoently  Lost  Their  '^irht 
in  the  Disaster  at  Halifax: 

Thinkin?-  it  O’-er  T thoiip-ht  it  -voajfl  he 
sone  enocnrap-erent  to  yon  to  tell  of  m-  o-.ti  e'Terienoe. 
T hn’-°  found  the  onlx  -ray  to  he  choerTni  i*  3 keep 
oirrloyed  at  snrnethinp-  no  matter,  ho-r  s^’npie. 

"hen  I first  lost  sic->t  eix  ^*ears  aro, 

I thonrht  T -onld  ne-er  I'e  ahlc  to  enfoy  or  do  an-^thintr 
ayain.  T spent  many  sorro-fiil  honrs  hroodinm  o^^er  my 
loss,  hot  at  last  T made  np  my  mind  to  forpct  ny 


tronLies , 
a theatre 


and  F-o  around  and  en.ioy  m-'self.  l can  ro  to 
or  concert  and  enioy  myself  noy. 

I am  no-r  a -veaver  jn  a s'-op  "'here  only  blind 


people  are 
^ur  -’ork  is 
d es i mns  . o 


emr-loyed  . ”'r  all  ha''’e  mreat  times  tnycther. 

very  intere"-*- i nr . '"e  make  many  beautiful 

nr  pa+terns  aro  -ritten  n nroille.  They 


are 


’ri*ten  ■'v«+ 


as  one  -sovld  'v-oite  Si-rec*' 


one  '^or 


crochot i nm , 


T found  i 

in  Braille  at  f'irst. 
read  very  mell  no-v. 


' erv  di'^'‘icn?t  to  road  or  mrite 
Hut  h--  perse'-erence  T an  able  to 


So  I 'hope  this  letter  •"til  p-ive  vou  soifie 
enooTirnrer.ent . Ali'o  that  you  all  -"til  be  able  to  ret 
sone  'n-r]!:  t-o  flo  to  keep  yor.r  mind  a of-^  of  yonrael'pes. 
Since  T bai-e  been  blind  T ’'•'a^e  learne'  to  Vni  t and  I 
rasa  R'"ay  man:’’  bonrs  knittinp. 

There  are  se  ran'?’  thino'p,  -ve  c^'.n  learn  to  do 
that  befere  "e  lost  err  si  pht  "'e  '"onld  t’^'ink  imp  oGsible 
If  there  i s an-^thinp  I can  do  '’or  ■•on  by 
letter  ’"ritinr  T ■"ill  be  rery  rlad  to  dc  it. 

Years  resrectfnlly. 


/ f / S^ 

\ ^ ✓<2-<r>vx-c  jt'y^C  art^  *“ 

aC 


O'fAJp^  JI>0(^^JL>u^  r ^ 

y<i'iy<C^  O-IXJ 

/Oo^<VvW  -^< 


# Or  0^^^4'^‘yr\y^ 


<WW  *^  ■ - f y / ^ 


2^ 


/ 


C'^'^  cx/C^ 

ry\  ^-fcV*» 


<<*v^  A* 


y / ^ (J^ ^ c*.^^<^ 

^ -'<^^<CU.w^^^ 

y •.  -y  / /^  ^ 


duwv'  /*vT.-^T<^  ^y 

y / ' yy  y ' / •'^-«yr>‘^ 

cPtA'-<^^  ^ir  ci/ (, 


yi/t^  <nMy^  ^ 

.^'C^  yut.^  u 

Z^r  y/U.».  0( 

oM  Z<^  yC^-rr>AjL-  iA^-^-'l^  Zzjo/ r^ 


Dear  '^rienr^s: 


I '?ant  tn  rend  a ' ittl.c  nessap'e  to 
the  ones  "'ho  ha'^e  los'f'.  their  si  p-ht  in  the  recent 
disaster  at  Halifax. 

T,  too,  am  one  ■■•'ho  has  to  sit  in  the  darkened 
t’Tilirht  of  recent  loss  of  sip-ht,  and  kno’7  that  it 
is  not  sl’vays  easy  to  pet  used  to  thinps  as  they 
no".'  are. 

T ha^'^e  learned  no"7  to  read  "'ith  finyers 
instead  rf  eyes,  and  take  lots  of  comfort  from  that. 
I'y  typevriter,  too,  has  hecn  learned  hy  touch  <and 
althouph  there  are  mistakes  still  it  is  so  pood  to 
he  ahie  to  -'rite  and  keep  in  touch  -rith  friends. 

Am  no'7  ’"orkinp  in  one  of  the  shops  that  have 
been  established  for  the  blind  s.nd  enioy  the  -'ork 
rev'T  much.  Li^e  still  holds  many  rleasant  tv  inrs, 
e-'^en  if  man""  thinms  have  had  to  bo  ohanped  . 

liy  thouphts  ha'"e  been  -.'i  th  ■''■ou  all  so  many 
tires,  and  T hevp  ''ished  that  T could  do  semethinp 
to  help  so  trust  some  "'ord  T hove  '-'r  it  ten  may  help 
some  one  to  see  that  tvore  is  still  ••'crh  that  ''e 
can  do  e-r’en  if  it  has  to  be  in  the  sVado-rn 


instead  of  the  snns’nine, 

^ith  all  rood  "'isles  for  He  'brirhteninr  of 
tie  ■f’nt'irn  days,  T am 


Yours  ■"ery  truly. 


Pear  Friends, 

I v/ant  to  send  a little  message  to  the  ones  ■i'7ho  have  lost 
their  sight  In  the  recent  disaster  at  Halifax. 

I too,  am  one  who  has  to  sit  in  the  darkening  tv/ilight  of 
recent  loss  of  sight,  and  knov/  that  it  is  not  always  easy  to  get  used  to 
things  as  they  now  are. 

I have  learned  novt  to  read  v/ith  fingers  instead  of  eyes,  and  talce 
lots  of  comfort  In  that.  My  typewiter  too,  has  keen  legrned  by  touch 
and  although  there  are  mistakes,  still  it  is  so  good  to  be  able  to  write 
and  keep  in  touch  7'ith  friends. 

Am  now  working  in  one  of  the  shops  thp,t  have  been  established  for  tb 
blind,  and  enjoy  the  work  bery  much.  Life  still  holds  many  pleasant  thtt 
even  if  many  things  have  had  to  be  cha.nged. 

?'y  thoughts  ha,ve  been  v;ith  you  all  so  many  times,  and  I have 
v;ished  tha.t  I could  do  something  to  help  so  trust  some  word  I have  writfe 
may  help  some  one  to  see  that  there  is  still'  work  that  v/e  can  do  even  if 
it  has  to  be  in  the  shadows  instead  of  the  sunshine. 

With  all  good  wlslies  for  a brightening  of  the  future  days, 

I am 

Yours  very  sincerely 


Sophie  Beairst.o 


nmbr'.  Kasa 


January  P8,  1918. 


-0  the  Sufferers  "'ho  host  Their  Slrht 

in  the  Halifax  Disaster. 

T:^  it  is  rossihle  -l^or  ye  tc  ■vr-’te  a "ev? 

•"ords  hy  yhioh  T can  relie-e  ■"'Our  sorro-.?  T •rill 
be  very  haypy  to  do  so,  for  ■’"t  's  on?v  a fgTir  ••Tears 
afro  that  T ret  rrjth  an  accident  hy  •"hich  rv  sirht 
yas  taken  from  me.  At  that,  time  m:?-  husband  -/as 
ailinp  and  shortly  after  ’ra"  taken  frnn  me • 

I.Iy  little  Firl  ”^as  oared  for  by  my  sister,  and 
altorether  t^e  shock  yas  terrible. 

The  doctors  did  e-^erythinm  they  could  for  me 
and  finally  said  they  oouid  do  nothing  more  than  find 
york  for  me  to  do  which  v/ould  take  m.y  mind  from 
K7/  ca.lamity.  Throumh  the  doctor  I met  Miss 
Lotta  8.  Rand,  ’rlio  is  connected  ‘'ith  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  Blind.  She  took 
me  over  to  a shop  here  in  Cambridge  ''here  blind 
rirls  are  employed,  ’.'.'hen  I -•ent  in  and  found  them 
all  so  happy  and  doinp  *.he  m.ost  beautiful  •.•/ork 
hand  •veavinp,  embroidery,  and  all  kinds  of  fancy 
work,  my  o-'n  hardship  seemed  lightened.  However, 

I yao  TTOi-v  niuch  d i '■couramed  to  even  think  of  attercpt- 
inp  'rhat  the:/  "/ere  doinpas  they  are  all  praduates 
of  the  Massachusetts  '^chool  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  Rand  had  -o  much  confidence  in  m"'''  ability 
to  do  that  ■finally  T hepan  to  have  con'’idence  in 
myself  and  T have  come  to  -he  conclusion  that 
con'^’idence  is  the  main  ihinr  ■'’or  e''‘'  r''’'  one  O''’  us  to 
ha-'^e.  ^e  ar>^  capable  of  Lisins-,  hut  do  not  trust 
CT/r  o-7n  ahi'^lty.  T d.ecidod  to  try  ■the  "/ork,  and 
the  forelad//.  Miss  Lewis,  and  all  of  the  rirls 
-/ere  so  ve/"/  kin/i  to  me  and  shov/ed  mo  at'Out  the 
■'•'ork,  besides  tear: bine*  me  to  read  and  "frite  ^raille, 
that  I beran  to  ho  harpv  myself.  I am  still 

ampln^/ed  in  this  stop  and  york  every  day,  beside 


makinfy  s^'eators  anrl  other  kinds  of  knittine  at 
home  even  in rs. 


I kno-v  you  foel  that  vou  are  indeed 
unfortunate  in  that  yon  -"ill  never  amain  he  able 
to  use  your  eyes  as  other  neojae.  I sup-mest  that 
your  other  faoulties  are  of  :ust  as  much  use  and 
can  he  of  service  to  you  in  many  -vays . You  can 
deri-^e  m.uch  haryinesa  ■^>’om:  your  meneral  health 
and  strive  to  do  thinms  of  yhioh  you  are  cauahie 
as  I have  d 07ie  . 


I thought  for  a ti’mo  T should  never  dare 
to  take  a ntep  or  ^alk  alone,  but  havinp'  enme  one 
meet  le  at  t-e  station  I traveled  alone  to  ITew 
York  Clity  last  year,  and  nom  have  no  hesitation  in 
moinr  about  as  I mish  .rith  slimbt  assistance. 


liy  ’.vork  is  a constant  foy  to  me  -^or  it  is 
f-,’ himhest  state  of  sanitation 
and  fresh  air.  My  comyanions  are 
yer_ect]y  hayyy,  and  Miss  Lev/is  loins  in  our  ~ 
and  ibllity  and  is  rerfect  kindness  to 


every 


■‘un 
one . 


^ I air  no-r  very  i Icasantly  situated  in 

uambridme,  at  P77  Harvard  Street, 


Cembrjdfe,  kass., 

January  2b,  lbl8. 


To  the  Sufferers  who  Lost  Their  Sig-ht 
in  the  Halifax  Disaster. 


If  it  is  possible  for  re  to  write  a few  words  by  which  I 
can  relieve  your  sorrow  I will  be  very  happy  to  do  so,  for  it  is 
only  a few  years  ago  that  I met  with  an  accident  by  which  my  sight 
v/es  taken  from  rn@  • iit  that  time  ray  husband  was  ailing  and  shortly 
after  was  taken  from  me.  ky  little  girl  was  cared  for  by  my'*sister 
end  altogether  the  shock  was  terrible. 

The  doctors  did  everything  they  could  for  me  and  finally 
s?.id  they  could  do  nothing  more  than  find  work  for  me  to  do  which' 
would  take  ray  mind  from  ray  calamity.  Through  the  doctor  I met 
kiss  lotta  S.  Rand,  who  ie  connected  with  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion for  Plind.  She  took  me  over  to  a shop  here  in  Cambridge  wV’ere 
blind  girls  are  employed.  '.Vhen  I went  in  and  found  them  ell  so” 
harpy  and  doing  the  most  beautiful  work,  hand  weaving,  embroidery 
end  all  kinds  of  fancy  work,  my  own  hardship  seera'^d  lightened.  How- 
ever, 1 was  very  much  discouraged  to  even  think  of  attempting  what 
they  were  doing  as  they  are  ali  graduates  of  the  Massachusetts 
School  of  the  Blind.  kiss  Hand  had  so  much  confidence  in  my  ability 
to  do  that  finally  I began  to  have  confidence  in  myself,  and  I have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  confidence  is  the  main  thing  for  every 
one  of  us  to  have.  ,Ve  ere  capable  of  doing^but  do  not  trust  our  own 
ability.  I decided  to  try  the  work,  and  the  fore  lady,  kiss  Lewis 
and  all  of  the  girls  were  so  very  kind  to  me  and  showed  me  about  the 
worK,  beside  teacr.ing  me  to  read  and  write  the  blind  language, 
Braille,  that  I began  to  be  very  happy  myself.  I c-m  still  employed 
an  this  shop  and  work  every  day,  beside  making  sweaters  and  other 
kinds  of  knitting  at  home  evenings. 

1 know  you  feel  that  you  ere  indeed  unfortunate  a^  that 
you  will  never  again  be  able  to  use  your  eyes  as  other  people.  May  I 
Suggest _ 1 hat  your  other  faculties  are  of  just  os  much  use  and  can  be 
or  sen  ice  to  you  in  many  ways.  You  can  derive  much  happiness  from 
your  general  health  and  strive  to  do  things  of  which  you  are  capable 
as  I have  done. 


^ tnought  for  a time  I should  never 
walx  alone,  but  having  some  one  meet  me  at  the 
alone  to  Hew  York  City  lost  year,  and  now  have 
about  as  I wish,  with  slight  assistance. 


dare  take  a step  or 
station  I traveled 
no  hesitation  in  going 


My  work 
up  in  the  highest 
my  companions  ere 
and  jollity  and  is 


is  a constant  joy  to  me  for  it  is  in  a place  kept 
state  of  sanitation,  full  of  su;' rhino  and  fresh  air, 
perfectly  happy,  and  Miss  Lewis  joins  in  our  fun 
perfect  kindness  to  every  one. 


1 am  nov'  very  pleasantly  situated  in  Cambridge,  at 
277  Harvard  Street, 
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Dear  lli' . •Sditor : - 


Bcnooi  for-tni*?  Blind., 

TlaJJjrax,  F.n.,  D«>c.  UtH,  1917, 


■i^otrr  In  Itearlnp  a 

■hi-irr -aucuu-LrC  of  th°  torrille  explosion  of  the  rimnitions 
ship,  Ilont  Blanc,  I'hich  occurred  in  "'alifax  Barbour  on  tl*' 
wonilTM;  of  Thursday,  D“C^iah«r  6th,  and  of  its  disastrous' 
‘^'ff'^cts.  The  Font  Blanc,  a French  ship,  containing  U-Qoo 
tons  of  th^  inoet  deadly  explosives  caia^  into  harbour  on 
the  nom  1 ng  of  the  date  na:aed  and  was  ste.aninp;  up  to  th^ 
inner  harbour  wlnn  a Belgian  relief  ship  collided  with  her 
and  set  on  fir®  h‘^r  decl  load  of  benzine.  Twei:t’/  ninut^s 
later  h“r  cargo  of  launitions  exploded  with  a force  that' 
brojce  window  glass  2jG  iiiles  away.  Its  imnediat^'  effect 
destroyed  three  square  niles  of  the  city  causin/;  suffering 
and  chaos  indescribable,  and  hilling  or  pinning ’in  the 
debris  upwards  of  duud  people  and  vrounding  alicost  ev^-ip/- 
secand  person  in  t h‘"  City.  Jiany  fires  broke  eut  in  t h« 
d-^vastated  district  and  ccmplet^d  tnc>  ruin  of  th“  hones  o'f 
2jJUd  people  and  destroyed  a nunb-''r  of  the  largest 
Industrial  establislments  of  tn^  City. 

liie  school  for  the  Blind,  v/hich  is  situated  about 
tv^o  luiles  from  th“  scen^  of  th°  accident,  was  shaken  as  by 
a gr^at  earthquake,  doors  and  '■•'indow  casements  being  dri"e;^ 
in,  and  all  glass  shattered.  Jur  household  of  ISO 'persons 
unwinding  stall  and  pu’')ils  , I am  tiiankful  .to  say  escaped  s'^rious 
inlury.  To  add  to  the  horror  of  the  situation  the  explosion 
was  followed  within  a few  hour.s  by  a blizzard  such  as 
Halifax  has  not  experienced  for  many  years  and  ov/lng  to  the 
l^di'eds  of  open  v.^lndcws  very  great  discomfert  resultea. 

^Ithin  a fov'  hours  oi  the  explosion  an  eiiiergency  hospital 
was  established  in  the  school  in  vJhich  scores  of  injured 
persons  from  the  devastated  district  ’•'ere  received  and 
carefully  looked  after.  in  all  respests  o’lr  staff  and 
pupils  displayed  a iiarveious  spirit  of  fortitude,  and  a 
desire  to  be  of  the  utmost  help  to  the  sorely  afflicted  ones 
and  no  words  of  mine  can  ever  express  igy  admiration  for 
the  effective  uanner  in  v'hich  they  discharged  their  seif-ix,.posea 
duties.  The  school  nroper  has  been  closed  for  one  i,,onth 
but  vithiii  five  days  of  the  disaster  the  special  department 
xor  the  retraining  of  Canadian  blinded  soldiers  ^'-'as  arain  in 
lull  opera’" ion,  and  the  v/ork  progressing  as  ’.isual.  The 
soldiers,  i.iany  of  whom  have  been  on  the  battlefield  of  Flanders 
declare  that  the  i;iost  intense  bombardments  experienced  by  them  * 
were  slight  in  compari.son  with  the  explosion  of  Thursday  last, 
^hlle ^rei erring  to  the  blinded  soldiers  I might  say  that 
two  01  the  men  trained  here  have  recently  taken  their 
examinations  in  massage  in  the  Physical  schcol  of  Fducation 
of  the  University  af  llcGill,  k’ontreal,  and  have  passed  with 
..  Amidst  all  our  trials  and  hardships  we  have 
'^'0  thank  God  that  the  staff  and  pupils  of  the 
school  escaped  without  serious  injury. 

Yours  very  truly, 

C.  F.  F'lAGFR,  K.3, 
supt.  school  for  the  Blind, 
Halifax,  F.  s. 
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boston  placement  bureau 

218  TREMONT  STREET 

ROOM  206 

TCttPHONC 

HOURS  OAILY:  6*5  OXFORD  4S30 

Saturday:  o«i 


This  Bureau  co-operates  with  the  Boston  public  schools  in  finding  suitable 
positions  forT-g  ^.oP>-=  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty-one. 
and  charges  no  fee  for  its  services. 

It  is  not  an  employment  agency  merely  and  cannot  ^ 

orders  Its  primary  object  is  to  bring  the  right  worker  and  work 
knowing  as  much  as  possible  about  the  requirements  of  both  and  carefuUy  selecting 

one  for  the  other. 


BOSTON 
370  PUBLIC 

Schools 

Tclcfhonk 
Beach  4330 
(5M -0-6-'17.) 


OEPARTMEHT  OF  VOCATIONAL  GUIDANCE 
BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

218  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON 


To 


(Address).. 


This  will  introduce  to  yon 


(Name). 


(Address) . 


TocrYMo#/  AnglHtMttt- 


Trtc^HcfNC  OxroRO  4330 


BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

218  TREMONT  STREET 

ROOM  208 


Dear  Sir : 

We  are  following  up  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  registered  with  the  Bureau. 

We  do  this  even  at  the  expense  of  a little  of  your  time  because  by  knowing 
facts  in  regard  to  these  employees  directly  from  you  we  can  make  them  more 
efficient  workers. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  filling  out  the  enclosed  blank  and  soliciting 
your  help  in  telling  us  of  future  opportunities  in  your  establishment,  we  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Boston  Placement  Bureau. 


inquiry  BL.4NK 

- - Address 

What  grade  of  work  is  this  employee  doing.'  Excellent ....  Cood  ....  I'air . . 
How  could  it  be  improved.^ 


Have  you  observed  any  habits  which  are  interfering  will,  I, 


cfficicih'v  ? 


Has  he  rapacity  for  advancement  and  increase  in  wage 
Prc^c^t  w:i|;e 

.SiK’iiaturc 

BOSTON 

I'LACE.MKNT  BUKI-AU  Name  of  firm 
2IS  Tremont  Slre«l, 

Ktjom  2(16. 


AildrcNN 


371  BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

(lOM.-9-6-'l7.)  APPLICATION  FROM  EMPLOYER 

Name  of  firm Date 

Address Telephone 

Nature  of  business 

Employment  manager 

Sex Age Hours Initial  wage 

j Permanent  ( 

Kind  of  work j Temporary  1 

Remarks 


Investigated?. 


By  whom. 


Date. 


'I’o  Parents  of  Cnii.nKF:N  RKt:isTKRKi>  with  the  Pi.ackment  Bureau  : 

Vour  I has  asked  the  help  of  the  Bureau  in  finding  employment. 

Before  doing  so,  the  Secretary  desires  your  sanction  and  advice,  .■ks  this  matter 
of  your  child’s  work  is  an  important  one,  please  come  in  person,  if  jiossihle,  to 

.^ddress  

headquarters  of  the 

BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

FOR 

School  District 

Date , at 

Ask  for Placement  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Hei.en  W.  R<x:eks,  Z)/r«/Fr. 


Carb 


^LACt 


ONE  CENT 
ETAUF  HERE 


THE 


BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 


Ca«op«racliul  with  the  Public  Schools  and 
Emploswrs  of  Boston  In  Finding  Suitable 
Emplojrment  for  Young  People  Just  En- 
tering Commercial  and  Industrial  Life 


BOARD  OP  DIRECTORS 

MICHAEL  H.  CORCORAN,  Chairman 

Boston  School  t^mmlttee 
HENRY  S.  DENNISON.  Treasurer 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 
MISS  MARY  P.  FOIXETT 

Women's  Municipal  League 
MISS  EDITH  M.  HOWES 

Girl's  Trade  Education  League 
CASPAR  ISHAM 

Master,  Boston  Public  5ichools 


OFFICE 

318  Tremont  Street 

BOSTON 


BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

The  Bureau  fits  into  suitable  positions 
younft  people  just  entering  commercial  and 
industrial  life  from  the  Public  SchooLs  of 
Boston. 

its  primary  object  is  to  bring  the  right 
worker  and  work  together  by  seeking  to 
know  as  much  as  possible  about  the  require- 
ments of  both.  Its  ultimate  aim  is  to  place 
permanently  and  well,  and  by  intelligent 
supervision  to  develop  its  hoys  and  girls  into 
efficient  and  contented  working  men  and 
women. 


ITS  PURPOSE  IS 

1.  To  try  to  keep  in  school  by  adrice,  part- 
time  work,  or  by  scholarships,  every  child 
referred  who,  for  any  reason,  is  not  ready  for 
employment. 

2.  To  find  employment  intelligently  by 
carefully  correlating  (a)  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  prospective  employee — his  physical 
condition,  scholarship,  general  character,  spe- 
cial aptitudes  and  ambitions,  previous  work 
record,  and  home  influences — with  (b)  the 
requirements  of  the  employer  and  the  nature 
of  the  employment  offered. 

3.  To  help  the  employee  by  intelligent 
“after  care”  develop  greater  efficiency  while 
at  work;  by  this  “follow  up”  system  securing 
the  te,stimony  of  the  employer  as  to  the  em- 
ployee’s individual  needs  and  bringing  this 


employee  into  touch  with  the  correspondinii 
educational  and  recreational  resources  of  his 
community  so  that  he  may  thus  develop  his 
powers  not  only  as  an  employee  but  as  a 
citizen. 

Since  the  Bureau  was  established  in  May 
1912,  over  five  thousand  children  have  been 
registered  from  more  than  one  hundred  day 
and  evening  elementary,  continuation.  In- 
dustrial and  high  schools  and  school  centers. 
In  May  1915,  the  Department  of  Vocational 
Guidance  was  established  by  the  Boston  School 
Committee.  The  Bureau  has  been  at  the  serv- 
ice of  this  department  in  its  placement  of 
high  school  pupils.  The  Bureau  also  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  public  libraries  where  work- 
ing boys  and  girls  have  been  met  in  the  various 
branches  in  districts  where  there  are  no  school 
centers. 

The  function  of  the  Bureau  is  to  be  care- 
fully distinguished  from  that  of  an  employ- 
ment agency.  It  charges  no  fee  for  its  services 
and  cannot  always  fill  “rush  orders.”  The 
Bureau  feels  that  it  has  proved  its  value  not 
only  in  eliminating  Juvenile  non-employment 
to  some  extent  but  in  lessening  the  amount 
of  adolescent  restlessness  in  employment. 


V 


BOSTON  PLACEMENT  BUREAU 

218  TREMONT  STREET 

ROOM  208 

RULES  OF  THE  BUREAU 

This  Bureau  makes  no  charge  for  getting  jobs.  In  return  for  its 
services,  however,  it  asks  of  you  the  following  things: 

1.  Not  to  leave  any  positioR  secured  through  this  Bureau  without  first 
reporting  your  complaints  to  us  and  waiting  for  our  reply.  We  may  be  able 
to  help  you  remedy  the  difficulty. 

2.  To  reimrt  at  once  in  case  .vou  are  "laid  off,”  no  matter  for  what 
reason. 

3.  To  report  at  Bureau  or  at  evening  hours  when  reipiesteti. 

4.  To  answer  all  postals  and  letters. 

AVr/v  this  itirj 


I tali' 


If  I am  registered  with  this  Bureau,  I promise  to  obey 
the  altove  rules. 


Sumf  uf 


I promise  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  see  that  the  above  rules 
are  followed. 


Hilurn  thit  curj  fo  iti  t ftar\ 


Sumr  vf  putrul  or 


PHYSIC.-VL  CHAR.\CTERLSTICS:  Weight Height Neatness, 

Special  phj-sical  defects 

Remarks 


SCHOOL  RECORD:  Date  of  leaving  school Grade  on  leaving Teacher's  name 

Conduct Times  present •. Times  absent Cause  of  absence Times  tardy 

Arithmetic ^English Geography Reading History Grammar Music Spelling 

Drau'ing Manual  training Sewing Cooking Penmanship Science Physical  training  Physiology 

HIGH  SCHOOL  SUBJECTS:  Course 

English  History  Foreign  language Mathematics Science Clerical  Arts Domestic  Arts 

Special  talents 

GENERAL  CH.ARACTERISTICS:  Reliable Industrious Obedient Cheerful Courteous Has  pupil  initiative?. 

Remarks 

Has  pupil  indicated  any  interest  which  should  assist  in  the  selection  of  an  occupation? 

If  so,  what  interest? What  occupation? 

Do  you  as  | Vocational  Counsellor  } *'**‘n'^  fliis  interest  should  be  encouraged? Parents’  preference  for  child’s  work? 

Previous  work  record 
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PERSONAL  RECORD  CARD— BOSTON 


PLACEMENT  BUREAU. 


THE  VOCATION  BUREAU 

10)  TREMONT  STREET 
BOSTON 


NATURE  O 


D 


VOCATIONS  FOR  BOSTON  BOYS 


NAME  OF  FIRM 
Address 

Supt.  or  Employment  Mgr. 

( M 9 Ir 

Total  number  of  employees  -J 
Number  of  girls  and  boys 

Has  there  been  a shifting  in  relative  numbers  of  each? 
PAY 

Wages  of  various  groups,  and  ages 
Wages  at  Beginning 

Seasonal  Hou.rs  per  Day 

Rate  of  Increase 

a.  On  what  dependent 

b.  Time  or  piece  payment  — any  premiums  or  bonus? 
BOYS 

How  are  boys  secured  ? 


Their  ages 
Previous  Jobs 

Previous  schooling 

Are  any  continuing  this  training?  Where? 

THE  INDUSTRY 

a.  Physical  conditions 

b.  What  variety  of  skill  required  ? 

c.  Description  of  processes 

(Photos  if  possible) 


d.  What  special  dangers 
Machinery 
Dust 
Moisture 
Hard  labor 
Strain 
Monotony 


F OCCU  PAT  ION 


F Inquiry 


Competitive  conditions  of  industry 

Union  or  non-union  ? 

Future  of  industry 

Comment  of  Employer 

Will  he  take  boys  sent  by  Vocation  Bureau  ? 

What  chance  for  grammar  school  boy  ? 

Will  he  attend  V.  B.  conferences  if  asked  ? 

High  school  graduate? 

Comment  of  Foreman 

Vocational  school  graduate  ? 

What  opportunity  for  the  worker  to  show  what  he  can  do  in  other 
departments  ? 

Comment  of  Boys 

TESTS 

What  kind  of  boy  is  desired  ? 

Health  Board  comments 

What  questions  asked  of  applicant? 

Census  Bureau  report  on  this  occupation 

What  tests  applied  ? 

What  records  kept  ? 

(lollcct  all  primed  r|uetlionairce  and  records.) 
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Boston  Placement  Bureau 


AN  ILLUSTRATION  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  PHASES  OF  THE  WORK. 

T C , aged  16,  a graduate  of  the  B Elementary  School. 

June  1.  School  record  received  at  Placement  Bureau.  Secretary  notes, 
among  many  points,  that  T.  exceeds  a fair  scholarship  record  in 
drawing  and  manual  training  only.  Mark  in  mathematics  is  poor. 
Times  sick — many;  times  tardy — none.  Teeth  bad.  Character 
— honest  and  stubborn. 

June  15.  Secretary  meets  T.  in  evening  at  S.  B.  branch  library  and  adds  to 
the  school  analysis  his  personal  observations.  Advises  T.  to  have 
his  teeth  treated. 

June  17.  Called  by  telephone  from  S Machine  Shop.  Want  errand  boy. 

Have  heard  of  Placement  Bureau  through  letter  from  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

June  17.  Secretary  calls  at  home  in  the  evening.  Meets  father,  city  laborer, 
who  wants  T.  to  learn  a trade.  Is  proud  of  older  son — a tool 
maker, 

June  18.  Secretary  visits  S ^Machine  Shop.  Learns  requirements  for  em- 

ployees. Sends  T.  to  employer  who  hires  him. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Secretary  has  matched  up  boy  and  job 
after  a knowledge  of  the  boy  himself,  school  record,  home  con- 
ditions and  the  place  of  employment  has  been  gained.  He  has 
visited  the  home,  consulted  the  parent,  and  made  use  of  the 
branch  library  where  T.  was  introduced  to  some  of  the  mechanical 
magazines. 

Jan.  1.  Secretary  has  seen  T.  several  times  at  the  S.  B.  School  Center  and 
learned  that  he  likes  his  place  and  now  sees  the  need  of  mathe- 
matics. 

Employer  reports  that  he  is  ready  to  start  T.  at  machine  work, 
but  says  he  is  poor  at  figures  and  out  sick  too  much.  Secretary 
is  now  able  to  persuade  T.  to  have  teeth  fixed  and  to  enter  one  of 
the  evening  industrial  schools.  In  this  case  the  Secretary  has 
made  use  of  the  educational  and  recreational  resources  of  the 
city.  He  has  followed  out  the  further  purpose  of  the  Placement 
Bureau,  securing  a report  from  the  employer  and  by  counseling 
the  boy  in  order  that  he  may  become  a more  efficient  and  con- 
tented workman  and  citizen. 


TYPICAL  EXAMPLES. 


Boy — H.  A.- 

Scholarship  in  High  School  was  above  the  average,  conduct  good.  Teach- 
er’s estimate  showed  him  to  be  steady  and  persistent.  When  he  registered 
with  the  Placement  Bureau  he  showed  no  preference  for  work  except  that  it 
be  some  business  opportunity  where  he  could  advance. 

Was  placed  by  Bureau  with  large  wholesale  furniture  establishment  for 
two  weeks’  trial  doing  clerical  work.  At  end  of  the  two  weeks,  the  employer 
reported  that  H.  was  slow  at  arithmetical  calculation.  This  would  hinder 
his  advancement  with  the  firm  as  he  would  always  have  much  of  that  work 
to  do.  In  every  other  way  H.  was  more  than  satisfactory.  Secretary  agreed 
that  under  these  conditions,  H.  had  better  leave  their  employ. 

H.  reported  at  Bureau  that  he  had  been  treated  very  well.  Felt  he  was 
extra  slow  in  “figuring”  on  account  of  lack  of  practice.  Secretary  directed 
him  how  to  overcome  his  handicap  by  devoting  two  hours  a day  to  drills  in 
arithmetic.  After  two  weeks  he  was  much  quicker  and  more  accurate.  He 
was  then  placed  by  the  Bureau  with  an  electrotyping  firm  doing  general  office 
work.  He  is  still  with  this  firm.  Reports  to  Secretary  about  every  two 
months  at  School  Centers.  Likes  his  work  and  firm  reports  him  very  satis- 
factory. 

Girl— B.  J. 

B.  was  born  in  Russia  in  1896,  of  Swedish  parents.  Came  to  America 
six  years  ago.  Registered  with  Bureau  in  October  1914.  Had  entered  High 
School,  and  was  doing  housework  for  her  board  and  $1.00  a week.  B,  was 
ambitious  for  further  education,  but  could  not  continue  school  under  these 
conditions.  Secretary  consulted  B.'s  teachers  and  Head-master  of  the  High 
School  about  advisability  of  scholarship.  This  was  not  recommended  as 
B.’s  record  was  only  fair,  due  to  lack  of  time  for  preparing  lessons.  As  B. 
must  earn  her  own  living,  teachers  recommended  work  for  the  present,  and 
evening  school  attendance  if  it  could  be  arranged. 

As  B.’s  ability  was  above  the  average  of  grammar  school  graduates,  an 
opening  was  found  in  filing  department  of  a concern  dealing  in  library  and 
office  supplies.  The  question  of  a suitable  home  still  remained  as  B.'s  home 
conditions  were  unfortunate  and  she  felt  happier  when  independent.  Room 
and  board  were  found  for  her  in  a home  for  young  women  in  the  West  End, 
from  which  she  could  walk  to  her  work. 

Her  employer  reported  her  work  satisfactory  except  for  lapses  due  to 
nervous  attacks.  As  matron  of  Home  reported  evidence  of  serious  trouble  in 
this  direction.  Secretary  toqk  B.  for  examination  to  a specialist  in  nervous 
diseases,  who  recommended  a course  of  treatment. 

In  January  she  was  laid  off  on  account  of  dull  business  and  could  not 
".rmain  at  the  Home  without  definite  income.  The  hospital  social  worker  sug- 
gested that  new  surroundings  might  be  beneficial.  As  B.  had  had  experience 
in  caring  for  children  during  her  summer  work,  she  was  placed  as  mother's 


helper  in  a very  comfortable  home  in  Dorchester.  She  has  the  care  of  two 
little  girls,  and  the  regular  healthful  life  has  made  a great  improvement  in 
her  nervous  condition.  Her  employer  is  much  pleased  with  her  work  and 
gives  her  opportunity  for  reading  and  recreation.  B.  now  earns  S5.00  a 
week  in  addition  to  her  living  and  is  saving  toward  future  education. 

Girl— A.  R. 

Registered  with  Bureau  while  in  third  year  of  High  School.  Asked  for 
part-time  work  in  order  to  earn  money  toward  a medical  education. 

Reported  after  graduation  that  she  had  saved  about  $200  for  her  tuition 
in  the  pre-medical  course  at  Tufts  College.  She  wished  summer  work  in  a 
doctor’s  office,  but  as  a suitable  opening  was  not  found,  she  kept  books  for 
her  father  who  has  a small  tailor’s  shop.  That  autumn,  as  her  father’s 
business  was  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  she  turned  over  her  savings  to  him 
and  gave  up  the  idea  of  going  to  medical  school.  In  January  she  came  to 
Bureau  anxious  for  any  sort  of  work  to  help  the  family.  She  preferred  de- 
cidedly some  p)osition  connected  with  a hospital. 

The  Placement  Secretary  visited  a well-known  dispensary,  and  Super- 
intendent became  interested  in  A.’s  case.  Shortly  afterwards  an  opening 
was  found  as  assistant  in  dental  clinic  and  laboratory  at  $25  a month.  After 
working  there  a few  weeks,  A.  came  with  her  mother  to  see  Secretary  at  the 
School  Center.  She  was  very  happy  to  have  such  congenial  work  and  spoke 
especially  of  the  experience  in  the  dental  clinic.  She  has  become  interested 
in  dentistry  and  realizes  the  opportunities  for  women  in  that  profession.  Her 
mother  expressed  gratitude  to  the  Bureau  for  the  interest  taken  in  A. 

The  Superintendent  reports  A.  very  satisfactory,  and  she  would  like  to 
get  more  girls  of  the  same  type. 


The  difficulty  of  securing  permanent  positions  with  opportunities  for  advance- 
ment for  young  people  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  is  daily  increasing. 

The  work  of  the  Placement  Bureau  for  boys  and  girls  of  this  age  consists  largely 
of  the  endeavor  to  keep  them  in  school  by  securing  for  them  work  during  vacation, 
or  after  school  hours  and  on  Saturdays. 


Girl— A.  C.  (14  yrs.  old). 

C.  was  registered  from  the  sixth  grade  of  elementary  school  and  it  was 
imperative  that  she  work  during  summer  in  order  to  be  able  to  attend  school 
another  year.  Being  a very  small  girl,  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  place 
her.  A club  to  which  she  belonged  sent  her  into  the  country  for  ten  days 
and  soon  after  her  return,  a position  as  errand  girl  in  a good  type  of  store 
was  found  for  her  where  she  remained  through  the  summer.  She  re-entered 
school  in  September  and  continued  to  work  on  Saturdays  until  after  the 
holidays.  Was  then  laid  off  through  dull  season  and  after  three  months, 
Saturday  work  was  again  obtained  for  her  in  the  same  store.  Her  employer 
is  well  pleased  with  her  work. 


Boy — D.  C.  (14  yrs.  old). 

D.  is  the  oldest  boy  in  a family  of  five  children.  Mother  dead,  father  a 
cab  driver. 

Registered  with  Bureau,  June,  1914.  Desired  office  or  store  work.  Placed 
with  druggist  as  errand  boy.  After  he  had  worked  a month,  D.  reported 
that  he  was  dissatisfied -with  position  because  the  employer  would  not  pay 
car-fare  on  long  errands.  Employer  called  on  telephone  to  say  that  D.  was 
not  doing  his  work  well  and  he  would  have  to  discharge  him  unless  decided 
improvement  was  soon  shown.  Secretary  had  a personal  interview  with 
employer  and  a confidential  talk  with  D.  which  resulted  in  D.  promising  to 
do  better  if  the  employer  would  give  him  another  chance.  Employer  re- 
ported in  a few  days  that  D.'s  work  was  much  better,  and  still  later  that  he 
was  “O.  K.” 

His  sister,  at  a home  visit,  expressed  her  gratitude  to  the  Bureau  for  the 
interest  taken  in  D. 

At  the  regular  evening  meeting  in  the  library,  D,  said  he  likes  his  work 
very  much  and  has  received  a raise  of  $1.  He  plans  to  become  a druggist 
and  thinks  his  chances  are  very  good.  He  goes  to  continuation  school,  and 
when  sixteen,  is  going  to  attend  evening  high  school.  Upon  Secretary's  sug- 
gestion, he  is  going  to  start  a bank  account. 

Girl — C.  M.  (14  yrs.  old). 

C.  is  a graduate  of  elementary  school,  a bright,  attractive  girl  who  had 
to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  assist  at  home,  her  father  being  at 
the  Psychopathic  Hospital.  C.  wanted  work  in  a store  and  was  placed  by 
Bureau  as  errand  girl  in  a specialty  shop.  Worked  about  four  months  and 
was  laid  off — business  dull.  Employer  said  she  was  a good  girl  and  very 
satisfactory. 

Found  work  for  self  in  a small  manufacturing  establishment  where  she 
did  hand  sewing  and  learned  finishing  of  ready-made  ganiients.  Laid  off 
firm  went  out  of  business. 

Innumerable  attempts  were  made  to  secure  a position  for  C.  and  she  was 
finally  placed  at  work  with  a company  that  makes  stamped  articles  for  em- 
broidery. This  is  in  a small  plant  with  a good  firm  where  there  is  excellent 
chance  for  advancement.  C.  attends  continuation  school  where  she  has 
changed  from  bookkeeping  to  power  machine  class  in  order  to  progress  in  her 
trade.  Employer  reports  that  she  is  doing  very  well  indeed. 
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2L 


.VocutiODal  OiBccr. 


(Hiuco) 


Modical  Member. 


(Date) 

E.  (FOR  HEAD  OFFICE  USE  ONLY) 


19. 


•JS,  Medical  Review.  Are  the  replies  to  Sections  numbered  below  concurred  In  I. 
uon-coucuiTcnco. 


.Moinberof  Local  Advisory  Board. 


If  not,  state  spoclQcully  in  eaob  case  the  reasons  for 


17.  fa) 


(b; 

(c) 


18.  

19.  (a) 

a» 


20.  (a) 
(b) 
2L  (a) 
(b) 


(c) 
22.  (a) 

*(b) 


23. 


19 


Medical  Officer. 


.19. 


Vocational  Secretary. 


Survey  for  Blind  and  Near-Blind  Cases,  Halifax  Explosion,  Dec.  6,  1917 


_( ; liNHRAl.  11 1, STORY 

\aine 

CSiirnmno  firsl) 

Atlilresfi 

Depenilents.  if  any 

Xearest  of  kin  Adilress 

Ilis  condition  and  occupation 
Odier  near  relative,  or  friend,  name 
I lis  adflress 

Xtimher  living  brothers  and  sisters 

Family  means  before  nccidfiit 

Family  means  since  “ 


Dale  of  record 
Xame  of  recorder 


A Re 

Sight  before  accident 
“ since 


Ollier  physical  hamlicap 
Heart 
Hearing 
Haiuls 


Remarks 


Appearance 


i-:nro.\ri()N*AL  iiistokv  , 

Klcinenlnry.  Ihru  wlial  yratle  Academy,  llirn  wlial  jjrade 

'Igchnica ^ Other  CMhicalion 

O.eneral  school  rank  or  stainlinyr AccomplifilimeMts.  ns  music 

Studies;  preferretl Special  talent? 

Youthful  aspirations  ami  amhitioiis 

Age  at  leaving  school  Reasons  for  leaving 

Remarks 


\’nCA'ri( )N’A h lIIS'I*OK\'  and  prospects 
Age  on  going  to  work 
Trade  or  chief  occupation 

hhii plover*?  name  and  address 
Average  wages  or  coujpcnsalion 
1 labits  for  or  against  success 
Kornier  av(x:ations  or  amnseinents 
Mental  attitmie  now 
What  hopes  to  do  now 
I’ersonalily 


Age  of  marriage 

How  long  followed 


Apparent  initiative 


Iinlependence  in  getting  al)ont 


Remarks 


Report  of  New  Pupils 


Accession  No. Name Airg  Dale 

Blindness — total — partial — light  perception 
Previous  schooling 

Intelligence — backward — average — precocious 
Expression  of  face 
How  spent  time  at  home 


Use  of  hands 

*Can  he  dress  wash  feed  himself 

*Does  he  attend  to  the  calls  of  nature  without  suggestion 
Condition  of  hearing  (test  both  ears  with  watch) 

Any  evident  disease  or  impediment 
Nervous  symptoms 
Peculiarities  of  sitting  posture 
Peculiarities  of  head  position 
Habit  movements 
Fingers  in  eyes 
Skin  habit 

Dreaminess 

Power  of  application 
What  hopes  to  become 
Conduct 
Miscellaneous 


SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  OVERBROOK,  PA. 
* To  be  an'iwcred  by  Kindcrg.irten  and  Primary  teachers  only. 


Teacher. 


No. 


Name 


Ptnnxylvania  School  /or  the  Blind 


Date  came.. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Date  went . 


CAME  w 

jwt.  Ini.  |ai!.  |Wt. 

j;... 

Lung  cnp-acity  j 

1 Intellectual  capacity 

Head  position  . 

Physical  imjiediments 

Curv.  of  spine  ' 

1 

Gcn’l  physical  condition 

Evid.  malnutrition 

1 

" mental  ” 

Cond’n  sight 

'*  moral  “ 

“ hc.ving 

Schooling 

E.'cpression  of  face 

Musical  car 

H.abit  movements 

Mus.  subjects  studied 

Cond’n  touch 

“ “ mast’d 

■ — * - 

H.tnd  grip  j 

Format'n  * use  of  hands 

Cond.  naso-phar. 

Man’l  occupat’n  worked  at 

“ mouth* jaw 

“ “ mastered 

*•  teeth 

Gen'l  application  * diligence 

Head— ant.-posl 

Gcn’l  reading 

bi-frontnl 

Appearance  * gen'l  bearing 

bi-parictHi 

1 Specialty 

circumf. 

j Prospccu 

No.  Name 

H ISTORY 

1.  Degree  of  bliiidnesj;  on  reception 

2.  Age  at  which  blindness  ocenred 

3.  Cause  of  blindness 

4.  Other  .supposed  cause 

5.  Where  l>orn  and  when 

6.  Order  of  birth  No.  of  bros.  & sisters  living 

7.  Physical  resemblance  to  which  parent 

8.  Ilealtli  of  parents 

9.  Consanguinity  of  parents 
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THE,  HALIFAX  DISASTER  OF  DECEMEER  1917, 
IN  ITS  RELATION  TO  BLINDNESS.- 


If  you  will  lay  your  hand  palm  downward  on  soBethlng  and  separate  the 
Biddle  and  the  ring  fingers  a little  you  will  have  there  eiBulated  Halifax 
harbor  with  ite  narrows  where  the  second  knucales  are.;  Opposite  each  other 
and  extending  for  miles  along  the  waterfront  and  up  over  the  hills  on  both 
sides  past  the  narrows  are  the  town  of  Dartmouth  on  the  one  side  of  the 
harbor  and  the  city  of  Halifax  on  the  other.;  At  9 o’clocA  on  the  morning 
of  December  6 last,  a Belgian  Relief  ship,,  the  Imo,  and  a French  mun- 
itions ship,  the  Mt.-  Blanc,  collided  in  these  narrows.-  The  first  result 
was  a fire  on  the  latter  so  spectacular  that  crowds  of  people  going  to 
work  and  of  children  going  to  school  gathered  in  the  open  places  along 
the  shore.-  People  even  telephoned  home  for  their  families  to  come  and 
see  the  ship  afire.-  Then  came  the  explosion  of  tons  upon  tons  of  the  T.N.T.. 
with  which  the  Mt.-  Blanc  was  laden.;  The  whole  place  rocked  as  with  an 
earthquake.;  Acres  of  dwelling  houses  were  laid  flat,  crushing  the  inmates; 
tt.  root  ot  . sro.t  .ooUeo  .111  toll  1„.  .mu, 

«lrle  .t  .or.;  .oo  . .uie  .o,.r  rotlo.r,  of  orlo.  U ..u  to  o.re  le.p, 

air  with  like  result  to  its  men.;  As  to  the  spectators  who  a 
.0.001  ootoro  .oro  o.ooolo,  .l„„, 

.0.  .0.0  oootteroo  pool  rooosnltloi,  ooa  oo.or  toooo 

noro  .or.  rooll,  t.o  o.plooloo.,-  . .i„„  on.  .Plo.  Or.,  too  ourloo, 
nao.o  ona  tho  oojor  ono  »hloh  an  the  ai.ojo,  plo.lDj  In  tOe  jl, 
rl>  o.er,  hoaoe  for  .llee  ooa  .llee  ooyooa  the  roalao  ot  sreoteot 
.ooc  People  spoo.  ot  . hl.„„a  of  ,l.,o  „a  e.oh  ,ot  oho.  opUhtoro  ot 
Ihto  tho.r  lotorlor  hoaoe  .ell...  Ulo  tlplo,  ,looo  oh.loa.l, 

:r  ‘r  -oio..  t.ooo  .oa  0,00.. 

00  P e ot  ho.,  .ore  ohlotl,  the  .o...;  ..uh  oocoahto  tor  th.  pro.o.- 
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inunce  of  noaen  so  nounaedv  Soon,  froB  the  hardest  hit  part  of  the  city 
about  the  narroas,  there  was  an  eaodue  of  all  itho  could  walli,  fleeing  to 
the  central  and  southern  portions  of  the  city.;  Inaglne  an  army  of  men, 
■omen  and  children  retreating  In  despair  through  the  streets,  sounded  and 
bleeding  from  head  to  foot.;  This  is  the  eight  shich  men  say  impressed 
them  most  and  shlch  they  can  nefer  forget.'  The  more  fortunate  houses, 
schools,  halls,  churches  and  public  buildings  opened  their  doors  to  them 
at  once;  but  many  of  the  terrified  refugees  preferred  to  remain  under  the 
sky  and  did  so.;  The  neit  day  brought  a bliamard  of  cold,  which  added 
sorely  to  the  suffering.;  But  soon  the  wounded  were  gathered  into  a score 
of  regular  and  improrised  hospitals  and  cared  for  by  the  hosts  of  phys- 
icians and  nurses  who  came  from  near  and  far/  either  as  individual  vol- 
unteers or  as  parte  of  organised  medical  relief  corps.  The  quickness 
with  which  material  relief  was  brought  there  by  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
particular  surpasses  belief.;  The  cltiaens  were  Immediately  organi.ed  into 
a doaen  departments  for  temporary  relief , -which  bodies  acted,  indeed,  for 

nearly  two  months,  or  until  the  appointment  in  late  January  of  the  Federal 
Commission.' 

During  the  early  days  so  many  people  were  seen  with  bandaged  heads  and 
eyes  that  the  rumor  grew  declaring  Halifax  a city  of  the  blind.'  On  Dec. IB 
Sir  Frederick  fraser,  Suoerintendent  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind, 
telegraphed  some  of  us  that  there  were  doubtless  600  made  totally  blind, 
and  asked  for  help  of  any  and  all  kinds.'  This  telegram'  having  been  car- 
ried to  the  New  England  office  at  Boston  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  Miss 
Lucy  Wright,  late  General  Superintendent  of  the  Mass.;  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  and  an  assistant  were  immediately  despatched  to  Halifax  with  In- 
structions to  investigate,  help  and  report.;  Her  findings  classified  the 
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eye  sufferers  - ani  t&ere  were  over  600  of  them,  with  only  41  known  to  be 
totally  blind.  But  she  had  found  144  partially  blind  in  both  eyes  and 
even  more  cases  in  one  eye;  and  knowing  by  enperlence  the  suprene  neea  of 
follow-up  work  in  oases  of  the  kind  after  first-aid  attention  given  by 
eye  surgeons,  she  urged  the  innediate  creating  and  sending  to  the  spot  of 
BOBe  additional  eye-saving  agency.;  Mr.-  Persons,  Director  General  of  the 
Civilian  American  Red  Cross,  coming  to  Boston  at  this  juncture,  it  fell 
to  my  lot  to  be  consulted  in  the  matter,  and  as  a result  he  appointed 
early  in  January  a joint  coicmlttee  of  three  Americans  and  three  Haligon- 
ians to  meet  at  Halifax  and  make  report  back  to  him  as  to  what  the  Amer- 
lo..  Be.  Oroes  .Ight  .ell  do  ..  regard,  per.ene.t  relief  of  the  hlinoed. 
Bet  the  ooe.lttee  ...  e.po.erea  to  tete  eech  l.iedlate  etepe  ae  eight  Pe 
necessary  to  prevent  further  avoidable  loss  of  sight. 

flee  eeehere  of  the  oo.elttee,^  coneletlog  of  Sir  frederloe  Fraeer, 
Jeatloe  Harris,  aod  Mr.;  leroaa  of  the  Hallfa.  Bllad  Belief  Coe.lttee  aoa 
Of  Beeara.-  Berrltt,  Van  Clare  add  dlleh,-the  last  aa  ohalr..o,-.et  the 
10th  Of  Jaaoar,  at  the  Hallfa.  Sohool  tor  the  Blind  add  there  started 
■hat  .as  hoped  .oold  pro.e  a trol,  eftectlre  alght-sarldg  ageao,,  rla.a 
« tree  e,a  olldlo,  adder  gorerdsedt  aeapioea,  ooddeoted  h,  a gorerdeedt- 
dppoldtad  Oadsdlad  ooellat  of  reoogdfaed  ataodldg.  It  .as  pl.daed  to  hold 
it  at  the  Sohool  dor  the  Blldd,  Id  order  to  dlaaoofate  It  fro.  ..  e.latlag 
•nerdOOd  Ol.dfo  at  a hospital,  add  to  oodtldee  ft  e.er,  dap  add  all  da, 

» lodg  a.  seeded..  To  re.oh  e.er,  orgeat  oaae  of  e,e  lepafreeat  the  oo- 
operatlOd  of  the  Vlotorfas  Order  of  Ber.ea  .as  aeoured,  asd  as  e.pert  or- 
ganiaer  ana  meaical  social  worker  was  sent  for  to  manage  tne  campaign.- 
Actual  work  in  behalf  of  this  clinic  was  begun  January  17  unaer  the  manage- 
iss  Lotta  S.  Rana  of  the  Mass.-  CoBmlsslon  for  the  Blind,  who 
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• alrectea  the  vieite  of  the  five  Victorian  nursee  engaged  In  this  cause  and 
of  the  resident  nurse  and  the  home  teacher  of  the  school,;  Miss  Rand  also 
made  up  the  only  complete  register  of  the  eye  cases  there  »as  made  or  would 
have  been  made,l'he  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  equipped  the  clinic,'  The  em 
inent  Dr,  Sterling  of  Montreal,  who  had  offered  to  come  In  his  private 
capacity,  arrived,  and  all  was  in  readiness  on  January  30,  However,  on 
account  of  the  protest  of  local  oculists,  who  felt  that  outside  interven- 
tion was  unnecessary  and  a reflsctlon  upon  ealsting  local  agencies  of  re- 
lief, only  four  afternoon  clinics  were  actually  held,  each  under  a resi- 
dent oculist  with  Dr,;  Sterling  present  as  consultant,;  Eighty  cases  wete 
treated  in  this  manner  vnd  follow-up  work  for  them  instituted  where  ad- 

l.ter  th,  feaer,!  Relief  Co.el.slon  .ppro.ee  the  holaloR  of  tpese 
epeol.1  cllnlce,  .„a  the,  .ere  ooptlnoeh  tor  . .ee.  ppjer  th,  e.per.lelon 
Of  Dr.-  ».  Darrell  R.r.e,  of  Pro.leenoe  ..  oop.ult.ot,  .ith  el.t,-nl.e  pe- 
tle.te.:  Perhape  the  chief  Pepetlt  of  these  olloloe  eppoep  fro.  the  ppplie- 
il,  Rl.ea  th,  .hole  affair  asp  the  ..o.lehpe  there,,  plffpeea  „ 

portaece  of  pre.e.tln,  pllpp..,,  ^ affliction  Pat  also 

as  a public  responsibility, • 

Miss  Rand  remained  in  Halifax  three  months  and  through  her  private  and 

public  activities  lent  unquestioned  service  to  this  cause.  One  of  her 

orks  was  the  studying  of  sixty-eight  cases  of  aerious  eye  impairment  which 

ad  herself  entered  on  individual  cards  especially  prepared  to  show 

■for,  ann  .oeatlppei  aptltnae.-  Iccornln,  to  her  reRletratlon  of  Iprll  R 
the  numbers  were  - 
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Blind,  - - - - _ 
Both  eyes  doubtful,  - - _ 
One  eye  " - - _ 
One  eye  blind,  other  saved. 

Both  eyes  injured,  both  saved, - 


41 

44 

13*^ 

l4l 

528 


Of  the  41  totally  blind  ~ 


2 were  under  school  aje; 

10  ■ between  and  20  years; 

22  " " 21  " 40  " 

7 " " 41  " *^0  " 

13  are  boys  imd  men; 

28  " girls  and  women; 

1'  of  the  eoeeii  are  heteeea  £1  ana  40  years  end  aerrlea. 

The  prepoeaereoce  of  aoaen  Pet.een  theee  ajea  la  e.laent  la  ali  the 
sroppa  Of  e,e  l.palr.eat,  Pelhg  ooUeotI.el,  73  aa  ajalpat  £4  .e»,  Thla 
la  e.plalnea  p,  the  fact  that  the  aen  an.  the  .open  aho  .ere  at  .or.  .ere 

.oatf,  .fffea,  .hlle  the  .o.en  .ho  .ere  at  hoae  ana  loo.fo,  oat  of  .faao.a 
suffered  most  from  the  splintered  glasse' 

The  first  fanctlon  of  the  co.alttee  having  teen  carrlea  oat  .ith  the 

reaait  aa  shore  Inalcatea,  Its  aeoona  ana  .ore  aeflnlte  fanctlon  .as  to 

staa,  the  altaatlon  .1th  regara  to  fatare  neeaa  of  the  hllnaea;  In  other 

.oraa,,  to  erol.e  a progra.  .Ith  reco..eaaatlona  for  their  training  ana  re- 
nabilitation  and  to  embody  this  In  the 

‘ "P”!  to  Director  Qenerel 

» an  Relief  of  the  A.erloan  Rea  Croee. 

»r.  Van  Clere  ana  I haa  gone  to  Hallfa.  .here  I .aa  ahle  to  re.aln  for 
P fortnight.  Thereafter  for  t.o  .ontha  Sir  Fre.erlc.  freeer  sept  the  A.er- 
icao  .e.pera  of  the  oo..lttee  lnfor.ea  of  progress  ana  In  late  April  .at 

it  to  ■'  reporrtriar 

to  "ashington.  A 

e annua  meeting  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  which  took 


place  eight  aays  after  the  explosion,  an  organisation  was  formea,  called 
the  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Coimittee,  consisting  of  four  neoibelB  of  the  board 
of  that  school,  four  meinbers  of  its  corporation,  not  meaiberB  of  the  board 
ana  with  Sir  freaericit  Fraser,  a meniber  of  our  ooaiBDlttee,  as  chairaian. 

This  relief  coimsittee  has  received  to  date  about  $17,000,  nioat  of  which 
SUB  is  still  unexpended-;  It  has  inportea  from  the  States  and  is  employing 
Mr-:  ana  Mrs-  Josepn  Murphy  of  New  YorU,  two  experts  in  blind  matters,  one 
an  organizer  ana  one  a home  teacher,  who  write^,  "We  are  carrying  on  very 
effective  home  teaching,  getting  into  the  home's  ana  instructing  women  in 
the  performance  of  their  daily  taslts,  housecleaning,  care  of  children,^ 
cutting,  saving,  etc-;"  Moreover,  the  federal  commissioners  are  being 
•tept  fully  informed  of  progress-' 

It  appears  that  $9,000,000  are  or  will  be  available  for  covering  the 
®i:terlal  losses  of  the  Halifax  people,  which  are  conservatively  estimated 
to  be  $15,000,000-;  Assurances  have  been  given  that  among  those  to  be  in- 
demnified on  the  basis  of  military  pensions  the  eye  impairment  victims  will 
receive  amounts  of  from  $20  to  $40  a month,  according  to  degree  of  disabil- 
It,.  But  relief  penelc.e  to  the  hluj  are  of  pueatlohahle  .aloe  hole.,  oo- 
cupetloh  for  .tea  ana  toa,  la  pro.laea  alee.;  Ihoae  to  he  aa.lttea  to  the 
H.1U..  Bohool  for  the  Bllna,  the  chief  In.t.totlon  of  ft.  .l„a  U all  C.n- 
-a,  .hloh  1.  a prl.ate  hut  Ihaaepuatel,  enao.eu  corporation,  .u.t  either 
he  pro.laea  for  h,  pro.lncl.l  or  clt,  aupport  In  the  ueual  .a,,  h,  feaeral 
e let  Cclaulon  aupport.  or  other.lae.  No.  It  la  aohhtleaa  the  ae.lre  of 
. feaeral  cclaaloner.  to  ao  all  the,  can,  hut  on  pre.eutatlon  of  the 
-tar  Of  tultlonal  pa, cent  h,  a co.ulttee  of  the  hoara  of  the  achool,  1„- 
uo  aeeher.  of  our  l.erlcan  Bea  Croaa  Coohlttee.  the  cclaaloner. 
h the  aaouht  neoeaa.r,,  t400  a year  tor  each  pupil  tor  a aerl, 


Les 


7 


of  yearB,  was  too  Large  for  then  to  aseume^'  The  coniolttee  thus  tears 
that,  if  the  natter  of  creature  cooifortb  of  these  chiLaren  is  Lootea  after 
by  the  Conujl sslon,  little  else  can  te  excectea  fron  it,  since  aid,  not  re- 
habilitation, is  its  declared  policy-'  But  rehabilitating  the  blinded  is  of 
paraaount  necessity,  for  enforced  idleness  under  blindness  is  harder  to  bear 
than  blindness  itself,  and  maHee  of  the  condition  a tragedy  it  need  not  be-' 
Hence,  the  need  of  assuring  the  eye  victins  of  the  Halifax  disaster  such 
school  and  vocational  training  as  their  age  ana  condition  adniits  and,  after 
training,  placement  and  occupation.  This  is  the  modern  principle  of  cur- 
atl.e  ocoop.tlon  oontlcoousl,  appli„  i„  tpe  esse  of  those  .ho  .ust  retain 
Invallhs  .Ithoht  It.:  The  MarltUe  Pro.lnoes,  anh  eten  Ballta.  Itself,  ba.e 
as  ,et  little  .ell  supportea  orgtstlsal Ion  tor  the  plaoe.ent  of  their  ollno, 
ano  in.tru.entalltles  of  the  sort  are  seal,  neeoea  In  aost  eoassnltle,  to-’ 
hey.  hhy  shoula  not  Hallfa.  be  put  aaong  the  pioneers? 

The  ccalttee  agrees  that  the  school  training  of  the  ohilaren  ...  tu„- 
aasental  ena  shoulh  be  pro.laea  for  eceho.;  that  a te.  of  the  .osen  .oulu 
hecoae  re.Uent  pupils  of  the  school, -In  tact,  four  of  thee  are  alreahy 
there,-ana  that  the  rest  .oula  require  inetruetton  either  there  as  aay  pu- 
Pll.  or  at  their  ho.es  by  visitors  .no.n  as  ho.,  teachers;  that  .ost  of  the 
•Oh  eight  .ell  atten.  the  school  u.y  by  Uay  ah.,,  alnce  nearly  all  of  the. 
-foee  hl.n.neae  ha.  been  hanc  .or.ers  la  alatlnctlon  to  baa.  .or.ara,,  they 
- «o  ao,  there  being  a.ple  roo.  In  Us  shop  oepart.eht;  that,  as 

.uTbin  - - - -Poole. 

- 

.. 


0 


o,  UucaUon  0.  Ue  Pro.i.ce  ot  »o..  ScoU.  --  .ppro.c... 

o„  U,s  .u.:.ct  t.i.  C0..U.,..'  =»—  »"»  -- 

.iv  interested  in  the  proDect.;  In  certain  cities  of  the  Oaiteo 
theiselves  greatly  interesie 

V,  -«ioht-8evina"  claBses  have  cote  to  stay.' 

States  such  sight-sevius 

^ thfit  a aell-supporteQ  campaign  for  the 

The  committee  further  agreed  that  a ..eli  PP 

ehnnla  be  carried  on  in  and  about  Halifax,  both  in 
prevention  of  blindness  shoula  be  carrieu 

interest,  ot  t.e.e  .letle.  ol  the  .faster  .ha  still  base  sUbt  to  .... 
...  IS  tbs  interests  ot  tbe  cofu.lt,;  tbst,.  Inss.ssb  ..  tb.  conaltlon  ol 
cllssness  is  too  otteb  . Cull  ...  sonotcnoss  one  an.  tor  that  reason  rs- 
oulres  tbe  tonic  ot  cb.nje,  so  the  pro.lsion  ol  special  sntertaln.ent  an. 
acsss.ents  .set  not  be  forjotten;  an.  that,  finally,  pro.lsion  for  the  ee- 
ploy.ent  at  .arlcus  occupttlcns  ot  all  tbe  re-eSsc.te.  oust  be  ....  as  cap- 
stone to  tbe  .bole  projects,  e.lflce,-  all  ob.losely  to  be  sul.e.  an.  tept 
going  by  tbe  proper  machtnery.; 

Nox  obviously  the  carrying  out  of  so  ambitious  a program  as  has  just 
been  indicated  involves  a very  considerable  sum  of  money.'  »(hat  ana  ho* 
much  the  American  Red  Cross  will  ao,  «e  do  not  yet  Knowf  we  feel  convincea, 
however,  that  Mr.;  Persons  gives  the  matter  sympathetic  support  and  that 
this  sympathy  will  be  practical,  resulting  in  scientific  permanent  foreign 
relief  tc  a bony  of  people  whose  condition  is  almost  always  mi sunaerstood 
ana,  in  fact,  cannot  be  comprehended  save  by  those  who  had  experienced  all 
that  it  really  meanSs; 

(Paper  sent  to  Manager  Carroll  S.  De  Jong,  August  3,  1918,  fbr 
publication  in  "The  Light  for  the  Blind, " Chicago* ) 


(]Il|r  Nptu  Hark  JuBtitutr 
IFor  tl)?  EJiuration  of  tljr 

atlj  Aitrnuf  at  3411)  fttrcrt 
Nffw  ^nrli  (Eitfl 


Allgxist  24,  1918 


Lireotor  Edward  E Allen 

Perkins  Indtltution 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Pear  Mr  Allen: 

This  morning  I had  the  esqjected  call  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy.  Their  report  justified  the  course  we  have 
thus  far  pursued  and  confirms  all  I had  written  you.  What  they 
told  me,  however,  should  be  heard  by  all  three  of  us,  if  possible 
together.  I called  Mr.  Burritt  on  the  phone  this  afternoon  and 
arranged  with  him  either  to  come  here  tomorrow  afternoon  for  a 
meeting  with  the  Murphys  or  at  Baltimore  Thursday.  They  go  to 
Baltimore  Wednesday.  Then  I called  you  and  was  informed  that 
you  were  *out  of  town  - expected  Monday."  Thus  it  is  settled 
that  if  we  can  secure  a meeting  it  will  be  held  at  Baltimore 
Thursday  morning.  I hope  you  can  arrange  to  come.  If  impossible, 

I will  go  anyhow  and  try  to  see  if  the  Murphy  report  can  not  be 
elicited  for  Mr.  Burritt*s  benefit  in  the  same  minuteness  and 
frankness  as  it  was  given  to  me. 

It  is  important,  first  of  all,  to  know  that  their 
first  intimation  that  all  was  not  satisfactory  as  far  as  Sir 
Frederick's  opinion  of  them  was  concerned  came  from  me  or  at  least 
from  my  manner.  Again,  it  is  important  for  us  to  know  that 
Mr.  Murphy, about  July  16,  before  anything  was  said  to  him  by 
Mr.  Rogers  about  serving  the  Federal  Commission,  had  formally 
reported  to  Sir  Frederick  the  termination  of  their  work  and  given 
notice  they  would  leave  August  15;  that  immediately  after  the 
Federal  'Commission  had  invited  Mr.  Murphy  to  return  under  its 
employ  instead  of  the  Relief  Committee's  he  called  Sir  Frederick 
on  the  phone  and  reported  to  him  the  offer. 

I elicited  information  that  I hope  can  be  given  to 
you  and  Mr,  Burritt,  tho  it  came  especially  to  me  as  one  who  knoTi'S 
the  Murphys  best.  But  the  most  valuable  information  was  that  only 
37  are  blind  and  this  is  likely  to  be  the  final  total.  Our  estimate 

is  extravagant our  Report  to  the  Red  Cross  should  therefore  be 

modified.  Have  you  more  than  one  copy  of  it?  Mr.  Burritt  wants 
one,  I have  none.  If  only  one  copy  exists  I suggest  that  you  bring 
that  along  to  our  meeting.  I hope  you  can  come.  If  you  can't, 

Mr.  Burritt  and  I will  do  our  best  to  tell  you  everything  

but  I hate  to  write J 


z 


3I;r  Npui  |!nrk  Juatitutp 
3Fur  tijp  iEiuratimt  nf  tlip 

Utl)  Aiirnur  at  34tl^  Slrprl 
Npui  Horh  (fiitg 


You  could  take  the  Federal  Express  and  be  in  Baltimore 


early  Thursday  morning.  I would  take  a midnight  train  and  meet 
you  at  the  station  at  Baltimore. 


Let  me  hear  from  you. 


Sincer-"*- 


P.  S.  Mr.  Persons  says  in  his  letter  of  August  14, 


last  paragraph,  "I  shall  depend  more  fully  upon  the  members  of 
your  Cornnittee  for  information  and  suggestions."  You  doubtless 
have  received  and  read  this  letter,  for  I understand  you  were 
sent  copies  of  all  correspondence.  In  view  of  Mr.  Personas  letter 
I feel  that  we  must  take  some  prompt  action. 


Statistics  froai  Sir  frederici  Fraser,  Aug.  25,  1918 


Totally  or  partially  blind. 

Partially  blind, 

Botb  eyes  defective. 

One  eye  blind,  other  defective. 

One  eye  partially  blind,  other  defective. 

One  eye  blind,  other  O.K., 

One  eye  partially  olina,  other  O.K., 

One  eye  defective,  other  O.K. , 

One  eye  blina,  other  result  unknown, 

(under  investigation) 
One  eye  O.K., other  result  unknown, 

(under  investigation) 

lye  injuries  unknown, (awaiting  investigation) 
Both  eyes  now  O.K., 

No  injury  to  eye  itself. 

Not  disaster  cases, 

Eied, 
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Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy 

1677  - 60th  Street 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Bear  Mr.  Murphy; 


Pollov/ing  your  cjjll,  with 
Mrs.  Murphy,  at  my  office  on  Saturday  last, 

I communicated  with  Mr.  Burritt  and  it  was 
agreed  between  us  that  if  practicable  an 
opportunity  should  be  made  for  you  to  make 
report  in  person  of  your  work  in  Halifax  to 
the  American  members  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the  Halifax 
Bisaster.  Accordingly,  we  have  asked 
Mr.  Allen,  our  Chairman,  to  Join  us  for  a 
conference  with  you  at  Baltimore  on  Thursday 
morning,  August  £9,  9 A.M. , at  the  Red  Gross 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

I understand  that  this  will 
STiit  your  convenience. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Principal. 


Kr/0  :ALR 


COPY 


August  27,1918 


Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy 

1677  - 60th  Street 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Bear  Mr.  Murphy: 


Pollowing  your  call,  wj th 
Mrs.  Murphy,  at  my  office  on  Saturday  last 
I com.nriunicated  with  Mr.  Burritt  and  it  was’ 
agreed  between  us  that  if  practicable  an 
opportunity  should  be  made  for  you  to  make 
report  in  person  of  your  work  in  Halifax  to 
the  American  members  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the  Halifax 
Disaster.  Accordingly,  we  have  asked 
Mr.  Allen,  our  Chairman,  to  Join  us  for  a 
conference  with  you  at  Baltimore  on  Thursday 
morning,  August  29,  9 A.M. , at  the  Red  Cross 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

I understand  that  this  will 
suit  your  convenience. 

Sincerely  yours. 


E:,!VC  :A1R 


Principal. 
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The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Ninth  Avenue  at  Thirty*Fourth  Street 
New  York  City 

EDWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVE.  PRINCIPAt 


September  5,  1918 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Institution 
Watertown,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen: 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Burritt  and 
me  with  enclosure  of  letter  to  Sir  Frederick 
gives  me  great  satisfaction.  It  was  very 
fortunate  that  you  should  see  Mr.  Persons.  I 
wish  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  happy,  wise, 
sympathetic  handling  of  this  difficult  situation. 

’We  have  now  a chance  for  a few 
weeks'  respite  from  anxiety  over  this  matter. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Emc  :ALR 


UNITED  STATES  ARMY  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  No.  7. 


ROLAND  PARK.  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND. 


September  6,  1918. 


lleesrs.  Allen  and  Van  Cleve, 
Dear  friends. 


I have  read  with  interest  lir.  Allen’s  letter  of  Sept.  3rd  and  a 
copy  of  his  letter  to  Sir  ^’raderick  Fraser.  Fortunate,  indeed,  was  the  chance 
meeting  with  lir.  -Persons.  In  that  half  hour,  lir.  Allen  surely  got  the  point  of 
view  of  Ur.  -Persons  on  the  Halifax  situation,  as  he  could  not  by  long  correspondence. 
I am  glad  for  his  sake  that  he  saw  Ur.  Persons  and  that  the  result  of  the  inter- 
view has  been  the  ability  to  sidetrack  for  the  present  the  whole  Halifax  problan 
so  far  as  it  rests  upon  him  and  us. 

The  understanding,  therefore,  is  that  we  have  done  our  full  duty 
as  ’.ve  see  it  and  that  the  next  move  will  be  on  the  part  either  of  the  Halifax 
people  or  the  Red  Gross  through  Ur.  Persons. 


0H3:URE 


School  for  the  Blind 


C.  F,  FRASER,  K. 


SUPERINTENDENT 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 
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HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 


C.  F.  FRASER.  K.  I 


SUPERINTENDENT 


1-- 


MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 


;-;r.  Edward  E.  Allen, 

Director,  Perxins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Fatertown,  j<iass. 


Dear  i.ir.  Allen: - 

’r/ould  it  be  possible  for  you  to  send  me  copies  of 
the  final  reports  of  i'iss  Lucy  bright,  and  Miss  Lotta  Rand.  . 
My  copies  were  leaned  to  Mr.  Murphy,  but  he  has  either  mislaid 
or  lost  them.  I aia  anxious  to  have  these  copies  for  tJie 
report  of  the  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee. 

The  Halifax  Relief  Commission  has  had  several 
meetings  with  our  Committee,  and  with  me,  but  as  yet  beyond 
announcing  its  wish  to  take  complete  charge  of  the  work  for 
the  blind,  and  arranging  for  the  cost  of  the  training  of  newly 
blinded  children,  riien,  etc.,  in  this  school,  nothing  definite 
has  been  done.  I liope  sfiortly  to  give  you  a report  of  the 
outcome  of  thece  negotiations.  In  the  meantime  matters  are 
wording  more  smoothly,  and  I hope  a satisfactory  solution  of 
the  qiostions  involved  may  be  ult.ijnately  reaoiied, 

Witli  kindest  regai’as,  believe  me. 

Sincerely  yours. 


^ }k 


The  new  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 

NtNTH  AVCNUK  AT  TH  I RT  Y>  FOU  RTH  Strebt 
New  York  City 

COWARD  M.  VAN  CLEVC,  Rnincipal 


January  10,1919 


Director  E.  E.  Allen 

Perkins  Institution 
Watertown,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Allen: 


Herewith  I ara  sending  you  Mr.  Murphy’s 
letter  with  Sir  Frederick  Fraser's  report  and  the  Herald 
printed  report  of  the  Halifax  Relief  Commission.  Will  you, 
after  reading  these,  be  kind  enough  to  send  them  to 
Mr.  Burritt  with  this  letter?  and  Mr.  Burritt  will  be  good 
enough  to  return  the  papers  for  my  files. 

The  reduction  in  number  of  blind  persons 
needing  assistance  from  our  putAtive  80  to  100  to  37  is  quite 
startling,  to  say  tlie  least.  From  the  report  I should  judge 
that  there  is  little,  if  any,  use  of  the  continuance  of  our 
International  American  Red  Cross  Committee,  though,  of  course, 
there  is  possibility  that  some  time  it  may  be  necessary  for  us 
to  render  some  advice.  I presume  that  both  of  you  have 
noticed  that  Mr.  W.  Frank  Persons  has  resigned  as  Civilian 
Director  of  the  A.R.C. 

I have  ,just  had  the  lamentable  experience 
of  a week  of  the  influenza  followed  by  a week  of  unexampled 
depression.  I have  .just  today  begun  to  get  back  some  if  my 
pep".  ^ 


You  will  be  interested  to  knov/  that 
bir  Arthur  Pearson  has  given  us  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday, 
January  fourteenth.  Our  Board  gives  him  a luncheon  at  one 

'the  leading  workers  here  in  our  section,  and 
at  three  we  have  a reception  at  the  Institute. 


TT.MU'n  . ATD  ^ « 


Cordially  yow-r^ 


EIJVC:A1R 


REHABILITATION  DEPARTMENT 


HALIFAX  RELIEF  COIRBIIIMION. 


Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 


Jan.  14,  1919. 


Mr.  Edward  Allen, 

Principal,  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
WATERTOV/N,  Mass. 


My  dear  Mr.  Allen; - 

You  will  recall  my  presenting  .you  with 
a copy  of  the  report  submitted  by  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  to  the 
Halifax  Relief  Commission.  fhe  report,  as  you  know,  is  un- 
dated, hut  xhe  letter  accompanying  it  v/as  written  Dec.  19/18. 

Very  truly 

[/  DIRECTOR  OF  BLIND  RELIEF. 


JJ'/WD 


I'KiiSIDiai'i’  AMD  Oh'  'xHR  CO. j? OiUI  lOll  OP  '.HE 

HALIFAX  SCHOOL  PO..  'i'HE  :iLIUD. 


The  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  HiO-ifax  ‘School  of  the  i>lind  t.^ok  place 
on  December  14th.,  eight  Says  after  the  terribld  disaster 
V7hich  overwhelmed  Halifax  as  a result  o the  e plosion  of  the 
cargo  of  the  S Mont  -^lanc.  In  vieiv  of  the  number 
of  QQSss  of  persons  reported  to  have  lost  thdir  sight  or  to 
have  had  their  eyes  injured  by  concussion  and  flying  glass 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  it  v/as  decided  at  the  meeting 
to  .-p  oint  a special  committee  of  the  Corporation  to  be 
known  as  the  Halifax  Blind  •I'^elief  Committee.  The  said  Com- 
mittee to  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  m.-Jce  provision 
for  the  oare  of  all  persons  v;ho  had  been  rendered  totallr  or 
practically  blind  by  the  ejrplosion  nd  to  do  idl  in  its  power 
to  prevent  the  loss  of  sight  of  those  whose  eyes  had  been 
more  or  less  seriou^y  injured. 

The  follOT/ing  gentlemen  v;ero  appointed  as  members  of 
the  HfJLifa:'  Blind  itelief  Committee: 

Charles  Archibald, 

3.  Brookfield, 

Sir  M.  B.  i^aly, 

Hon.  Chief  Justice  Harris, 

V/.  -^lack. 

G.  ilcG.  Mitchell, 

G.  ■^.  Ternan, 

H.  “hitmnn, 

•sir  •‘Frederick  Praser. 

The  Blind  ^^lief  Committee  met  for  organization  on 
December  Hist,  and  elected  the  folio,  in  officers: 

Chairmfin,  Sir  PrederiOit  iraser, 

Vice-Chairmfin,  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Harris 
Treasurer,  A.  H.  “hitman. 


Seoretary,  6.  ii.  '-i^ernaffl, 

Ur.  J^dv/ard  -lillen , Director  of  th  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  -^lind,  “atertown , Massachusetts,  being  greatly  interested  in  the 
newly  blinded  of  Halifax  had  taken  steps  to  interest  the  /Unerican 
Red  nross  in  the  serious  eye  problems  confronting  Halifax,  and  had 
induced  that  organization  to  send  Miss  Lucy  uright  of  Boston  to 
Halifax  in  order  to  help  the  -isiind  i^eiief  Committee  in  making  a 
correct  registration  of  the  name  , ages  and  addresses  of  those  who 
had  one  or  both  eyes  injured  by  the  explosion.  Misa  Wright, 
who  had  been  or  many  years  a successful  social  worker  among 
the  blind  of  Massachusetts,  and  her  assistant.  Miss  Hamburger, 
came  to  Halifax  and  for  upwards  of  ten  days  worked  indefat- 
igably  in  securing  the  data  with  respect  to  the  newly  blind- 
ed of  the  city.  In  her  report,  submitted  on  January  1st, 

Miss  Wright  made  the  following  classification  of  those  who 
had  suffered  eye  injuries  on  December  6th. 


Totally  or  practically  blind 41 

Doubtful 205 

One  eye  remaining  normal 85 

Recovered  vision  both  2 

To  tal  333 


Marly  in  January,  Miss  Wright,  returned  to  -boston 
and  throuehtthe  kind  representations  of  Mr.  Edward  H.  Allen, 
the  -American  Red  Cross  deputed  Miss  Lotta  Rand,  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts, Commission  for  the  -blind,  to  come  to  Halifax,  and 
continue  the  rei^istration  of  the  newly  blinded  of  the  City  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  ^^ommittee  in  any  steps  that  might  be 
taken  to  prevent  blindness. 

About  the  s*me  time  the  Halifax  representative  of  the 
American  ^^ed  Cyoss  notified  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
that  ^dward  E.  Allen,  Director  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Plind,  Watertown,  Mass.,  Mr.  Edward  VanClevo, 
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out  from  the  day  of  the  disaster  by  the  lociJ.  and  visiting 
ooiaists.  many  persons  in  Halifax  6otay  enjoy  good  vision, 
who,  had  it  not  been  for  the  activities  of  these  several 
agencies  might  have  been  doomed  to  life-long  blindness. 

Puring  the  v/inier  sever  1 social  v;orkers  were  en- 
gaged to  visit  the  newly  blinded  in  their  homes  nd  in  the 
hospitals.  'i'w>  home  teachers  were  also  employed  to  teach 
Braille  reading  and  writing;  to  adults.  Seven  yount^  girls 
were  admitted  as  regular  pupils  of  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
and  several  adults  received  daily  instruction  in  the  Indus- 
trial Department  of  the  school.  It  was  found  that  owing 
to  the  crowded  hone  conditions  of  many  of  the  adults,  find  to 
the  fact  that  many  were  still  suffering;  from  nerve  shock  or 
injuries  received  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  and  also  to  the 
severe  weather  conditions  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
very  active  work  in  the  retraining  of  those  who  had  lost  their 

sight. 

Barly  in  April  Miss  Rand  received  an  urgent  recall  to 
her  work  for  the  blind  in  Boston  and  your  Committee  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  • Joseph  iiiurphy  of  Brooklyn, 

II.  v/ho  had  had  several  years  experience  in  work  for  those 
deprived  of  sight. 

With  the  improved  wea  her  conditions  of  the  spring  and  the 
improved  health  of  the  newly  blinded,  active  work  was  tal:en  up 
more  particularly  among  the  blind  women  in  their  homes.  Bewing- 
maohines,  washing-machines,  snd  bread-mixers  were  donated  to  these 
women  by  the  Halifs-X  representatives  of  the  Massachusetts  Relief 
Fund  and  teachers  were  etiployed  to  give  special  instruction  in 
household  management.  ‘^hese  efforts  were  supplemented  by  Mrs. 
MTirphy  who  on  three  afternoons  of  each  week  held  cooking  and  sewing 
classes  at  the  Bchool  for  tho  Blind.  By  xhe  middle  of  Juno, 
the  school  having  closed,  tho  buildings  were  made  available  for 
Mr.  Uurnhv  aa  hie  corps  of  teachers  o oa  ry  on  summer  classes. 
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These  were  kept  up  for  two  months  and  the  newly  blinded  men  and 
women  of  the  city  entjoyed  excellent  facilities  for  beine  retrained 
for  active  duties  of  life.  Toff/ards  tho  end  of  July  :.-r.  tjad 
Mrs.  Murphy  resigned  their  positions  intending^  to  leave  ior  similar 
work  in  one  of  the  cities  of  he  United  states.  Tho  Halifax 
Relief  Committee,  having  from  ' he  day  of  its  appointment  felt 
itself  in  a special  degree  responsible  for  those  who  had  become 
totally  or  partially  blind  through  the  disaster,  then  decided 
to  relieve  the  H;aifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  of  further  super- 
vision of  the  work  for  the  newly  blinded  and  arranged  to  re-engage 
Mr.  _nd  Mrs.  Murphy  from  ‘Jeptember  15th.  after  these  active  workers 
had  enjoyed  a months  holiday  in  Hew  York. 

The  -Dlind  Relief  Committee  in  resigning  its  active 
work  for  the  newly  blinded  of  Hfiifax  are  satisfied  tha"  th  ough 
its  efforts,  seconded  by  the  American  ^^ed  Cross,  a very  perfect 
registration  has  b en  made  of  tho  names,  addresses  etc.  of 
those  whose  eyes  were  injured  at  the  time  of  the  disaster.  Your 
Committee  also  feels  that  through  its  efforts,  seconded  by  the 
oculists  of  Hiilifax,  the  number  of  those  who  are  totally  or 
practically  blind  has  been  materially  reduced,  and  that  through 
its  agency  the  outlook  for  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  disaster 
has  been  permanently  brightened.  The  work  which  we  have  been  doing 
will  doubtless  be  carried  on  by  tho  Halifa  Relief  Commission  with 
energy  and  success  and  e hope  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
newly  T^inded  as  well  as  to  tho  comniunity  at  largo. 

The  following  iiguros  respecting  those  who  had  their 
eyes  injured  in  the  explosion  are  taken  from  the  uegistration 


cards  of  Hovember  1st. 

Totally  and  Practically  Blind.  

Partially  Blind 4 

Both  Eyes  10 

One  Eye  Blind,  Other  Defective 42 

— Ovi  A A 4 oT  Ttt  "liT  ri/1  T»  1)a*P  T_*L 


out  from  the  day  of  the  dlsaetor  by  the  lociJ.  and  visiting 
oculists,  many  persons  in  Halifax  *o4ay  enjoy  good  vision, 
who.  had  it  not  been  for  the  activities  of  these  several 
agencies  might  have  been  doomed  to  life-long  blindness. 

During  the  winter  sever  1 social  workers  were  en- 
gaged to  visit  the  newly  blinded  in  their  homes  nd  in  the 
hospitals.  'I'wo  home  teachers  were  also  employed  to  teach 
Braille  reading  and  v/ritin^;  to  adults.  Seven  yount,  girls 
were  admitted  as  regular  pupils  of  the  Hchool  for  the  Blind, 
and  several  adults  received  daily  instruction  in  the  Indus- 
trial Department  of  the  school.  It  was  found  that  ov/ing 
to  the  crowded  hone  conditions  of  many  of  the  adults,  juid  to 
the  fact  that  many  were  still  suffering,  from  nerve  shock  or 
injuries  received  at  "che  time  of  the  explosion,  and  also  to  the 
severe  weather  conditions  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
very  active  work  in  the  retraining  of  those  v/ho  had  lost  Iheir 

sight. 

Barly  in  April  Miss  Rand  received  un  urgent  recall  to 
her  work  for  the  blind  in  Boston  and  your  Committee  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  fini  Mrs.  Joseph  iiurphy  of  Brooklyn, 

K.  vho  had  had  several  years  experience  in  work  for  those 

deprived  of  sight. 

With  the  improved  wea  her  conditions  of  the  spring  and  the 
improved  health  of  the  newly  blinded,  active  work  was  tai.en  up 
more  particularly  among  the  blind  women  in  their  homos.  Bewing- 
machines,  wasih  i ng-machines,  tJnd  bread-mixers  were  donated  to  those 
women  by  the  Halifax  representatives  of  the  Massachusetts  Relief 
Fund  and  teachers  were  eliployed  to  give  special  instruction  in 
household  management.  '-^hese  efforts  were  supplemented  by  Mrs. 
LIurphy  who  on  three  afternoons  of  each  week  held  cooking  and  sowing 
classes  at  the  Bchool  for  the  Blind.  By  ..he  middle  of  June, 
the  school  having  closed,  the  buildings  were  made  available  for 
Mr,  Murphy  and  his  corps  of  teachers  o ca  ry  on  summer  clas 


These  were  kept  up  for  two  months  and  the  newly  hlinded  men  ijid 
women  of  the  city  en0oyed  excellent  facilities  for  tfeine  retrained 
for  active  duties  of  life.  Towards  the  end  of  jTily  :.;r.  cjad 
Mrs.  Murphy  resigned  their  positions  intending  to  leave  or  similar 
work  in  one  of  the  cijbies  of  he  United  states.  The  Halifax 
Relief  Committee,  having  from  ‘he  day  of  its  appoinimient  felt 
itself  in  a special  degree  responsihle  for  those  who  had  become 
totally  or  partially  blind  through  the  disaster,  then  decided 
to  relieve  the  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  of  further  super- 
vision of  the  7/ork  for  the  neivly  blinded  j-nd  arranged  to  re-engage 
Mr.  . nd  Mrs.  Mtirphy  from  ‘September  15th.  after  these  active  workers 
had  enjoyed  a months  holiday  in  Hew  York. 

The  -Dlind  Relief  Committee  in  resigning  its  active 
work  for  the  newly  blinded  of  H-lifax  are  satisfied  tha-  th  ough 
its  efforts,  seconded  by  the  American  -^ed  Cross,  a very  perfect 
registration  has  b en  made  of  the  names,  addresses  etc.  of 
those  whose  eyes  were  injured  at  the  time  of  the  disaster.  Your 
Committee  also  feels  that  through  its  efforts,  seconded  by  the 
oculists  of  Halifax,  the  number  of  those  who  are  totally  or 
practically  blind  has  been  materially  reduced,  and  that  through 
its  sigency  the  outlook  for  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  disaster 
has  been  permanently  brightened.  The  work  which  we  have  been  doing 
will  doubtless  be  carried  on  by  the  Kalifa*  Relief  Commission  with 
energy  and  success  and  e hope  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
newly  blinded  as  well  as  to  the  comniunity  at  largo. 

The  following  iigures  respecting  those  who  had  their 
eyes  injured  in  the  explosion  are  taken  from  the  eegistration 


cards  of  Hovember  1st. 

Totally  and  Praotically  Blind 37 

Partially  Blind d 

Both  Byes  -defective 10 

one  Bye  Blind,  Other  defective 42 


One  Rye  Partially  Blind,  Other  Befectivo. . . . 


11 
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out  from  the  deer  of  the  disaster  by  the  lociJ.  and  visiting 
oculists,  many  persons  in  Halifax  *o4ay  enjoy  good  vision, 
who,  had  it  not  been  for  the  activities  of  these  several 
agencies  might  have  been  doomed  to  life-long  blindness. 

During  the  winter  sever  .1  social  workers  were  en- 
gaged to  visit  the  newly  blinded  in  their  homes  nd  in  the 
hospitals.  'I'mo  home  teachers  were  also  employed  to  teach 
Braille  reading  and  v/riting  to  adults.  Seven  young  girls 
were  admitted  as  regular  pupils  of  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
and  several  adults  received  daily  instruction  in  the  Indus- 
trial Department  of  the  school.  It  was  found  that  owing 
to  the  crowded  home  conditions  of  many  of  the  adults,  tund  to 
the  fact  that  many  were  still  suffering:  from  nerve  shock  or 
injuries  received  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  and  also  to  the 
severe  weather  conditions  that  it  v/as  impossible  to  carry  on 
very  active  work  in  the  retraining  of  those  v/ho  had  lost  their 

sight. 

Early  in  April  Miss  Rand  received  an  urgent  recall  to 
her  work  for  the  blind  in  Boston  and  your  Committee  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  . Joseph  tiurphy  of  Brooklyn, 

II.  who  had  had  several  years  experience  in  work  for  those 
deprived  of  sight. 

With  the  improved  wea  her  conditions  of  the  spring  and  the 
improved  health  of  the  newly  blinded,  active  work  was  tai;en  up 
more  particularly  among  the  blind  women  in  their  homos.  Bev/ing- 
machines,  weighing -machines,  taid  bread-mixers  were  donated  to  those 
women  by  the  Halif!.x  representatives  of  the  Maasachusetts  Relief 
Bund  and  teachers  were  etoployed  to  give  special  instruction  in 
household  management.  ‘-^-hese  efforts  were  supplemented  by  Brs. 
Murphy  who  on  three  afternoons  of  each  week  held  cooking  and  sewing 
classes  at  the  Bchool  for  tho  Blind.  By  vhe  middle  of  June, 
the  school  having  closed,  tho  buildings  were  made  available  for 
Mr.  Murphy  ani  his  corps  of  teachers  o oa  ry  on  summer  classes. 
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These  v/ere  kept  up  for  two  months  and  the  newly  blinded  men  and 
women  of  the  city  entjoyed  excellent  facilities  for  heine  retrained 


for  active  duties  of  life.  towards  the  end  of  July  :.lr.  ijad 


iiirs . Murphy  resigned  their  positions  intending  to  leave  or  similar 

work  in  one  of  the  cijbles  of  he  United  ;:?tates.  The  Halifax 
Relief  Committee,  having  from  he  day  of  its  appointment  felt 
itself  in  a special  degree  responsible  for  those  who  had  become 
totally  or  partially  blind  through  the  disaster,  then  decided 
to  relieve  the  H.'lifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  of  further  super- 
vision of  the  v;ork  for  the  nev/ly  blinded  and  arranged  to  re-engage 
Mr.  . nd  Mrs.  Murphy  from  ‘September  15th.  after  these  active  workers 
had  enjoyed  a months  holiday  in  Hew  York. 

The  -Dlind  Relief  Committee  in  resigning  its  active 
work  for  the  newly  blinded  of  H lifax  are  satisfied  tha"  th’-ough 
its  efforts,  seconded  by  the  American  -'Sd  Cross,  a very  perfect 
registration  has  b en  made  of  the  names,  addresses  etc.  of 
those  whose  eyes  were  injured  at  the  time  of  the  disaster.  Your 
Committee  also  feels  that  thi’ough  its  efforts,  seconded  by  the 
oculists  of  Halifax,  the  number  of  those  who  are  totally  or 
practically  blind  has  been  materially  reduced,  and  that  through 
its  agency  the  outlook  for  the  imfortunate  victims  of  the  disaster 
has  been  permanently  brightened.  The  work  which  v/e  have  been  doing 
will  doubtless  be  carried  on  by  the  Halifa-  Relief  Commission  with 
energy  and  success  and  e hope  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 


newly  l^inded  as  well  as  to  the  com.munity  at  largo. 

The  following,  iiguros  respecting  those  who  had  their 
eyes  injured  in  the  explosion  are  taken  from  the  negistration 


cards  of  Hovember  1st. 

Totally  and  Practically  Blind 37 

Partially  Blind 4 

Both  Kyes  -defective 10 

One  Rye  Blind,  Other  Defective 42 


One  Rye  j-^artially  Blind,  Other  Defective.... 
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One  Eye  -“lind  , Other  0.  E 260 

One  Eye  Partially  Blind  , Other  0.  E 21 

One  Bye  -^^efective.  Other  0.  K 38 

One  %e  -oiind.  Other  result  Unkno'wn, 10 

One  Eye  0.  E.  Other  result  Unkno%vn 1 

Eye  Injury  Unknown  ( out  of  tov  n or  unable 

to  locate ) 68 

Ho  Injury  to  Eye  itself 141 

Both  Eyes  0.  144 

Hot  ■‘disaster  ^ases 65 

Died  16 


861 

The  Blind  ■^'^elief  Committee  desire  to  acknowledge 

with  grateful  thanks  the  sjimpathetic  co-operation  of  the  sjner- 

ican  ■t'^d  '^ross  v/hich  organization  at  its  own  expense  met  the 

entire  outl^jr  in  connection  with  the  work  of  Miss  V^right  and 

Miss  A^and.  Your  Committee  also  desire  to  acknowledge  with 

thnnks  the  voluntary  assistance  in  follow-up  work  rendered  by 

the  Victorian  Order  of  Hurses  , the  -Weaconesses  of  the  Methodist 

Church  of  Halifax  and  others  who  aided  in  the  w.'rk  of  registration 

..nd  prevention  of  blindness.  Our  special  thanks  are  due  to 

Dr.  Stirling  of  Montreal  and  J^r.  Harvey  of  Providence,  H.I. 

in 

for  co-operating  with  the  loclil  oculists  to  carry  on/the 
Sohohl  fot  the  Blind  free  eye  clinics. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  public  your  Committee 
has  been  able  to  discharge  its  obligations  and  hand  over 
4io  the  aoiief  Commission  a very  handsome  balance. 

The  Txoasuror’s  statement  duly  audited  is  respect- 
fully submitted  herev;ith. 

Halifay  Blind  relief  Committee, 

C.  i\  Fraser, 


Chairman. 


. fa  ^ 


O.nj^Vr  ^^AjilWuu^  /'- 
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HALIFAX 

School  for  the  Blind 

C.  F.  FRASER,  K.  B - SUPERINTENDENT 

MURDOCH  SQUARE 
HALIFAX.  N.  S. 

Jan.  20tli,  19X9-^ 
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Edward  E.  Allen,  Esq., 

Director,  PerEins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 


Dear  Mr.  Allen 

Matters  in  Halifax  are  settling  well  down  to  normal. 

The  Halifax  Relief  Commission  has  taEen  over  the  complete  charge 
of  the  work  for  the  explosion  blind.  we  have  five  little  child- 
ren blinded  by  the  explosion  who  are  registered  as  regular  pupils, 
and  three  men  who  are  being  trained  in  the  Industrial  Department. 

I understand  the  Commission  intend  to  appoint  an  advisory  com- 
mittee to  supervise  the  work  that  is  being  done  for  the  blind  and 
to  suggest  any  improvements  that  may  be  made.  You  will  be  in- 
terested to  know  that  the  Coioraission  in  the  main  is  following 
out  the  schedule  which  wc  outlined  at  v/atertown.  Mrs.  Murphy 
is  at  present  visiting  the  public  schools  and  making  tests  of 
oye  sight.  My  only  fear  is  that  this  beneficent  movement  win 
be  very  short  lived.  You  win  be  particularly  pleased  to  hear 
that  the  Commission  and  School  Board  have  arranged  to  open  a 
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^ class  for  semi-signted  pupils,  have  selected  a teacher  and  have 

sent  her  to  Cleveland  to  study  methods.  The  arrangement  is  only 


for  one  year  tut  it  may  tear  good  fruit. 

The  Comiflission  is  very  hard  up  and  I am  afraid  will 
not  have  money  enough  to  carry  out  its  program  of  relief  and  re- 
hatitation. 

I exnect  Dr.  Soloan  will  te  with  you  atout  the  second 
weeK  in  Fetruary.  lie  is  a fine  type  of  man  and  I think  you  will 
enjoy  meeting  him. 

our  school  is  steadily  recovering  from  the  various 
set-tacks  of  the  past  year  and  I hope  by  this  time  next  year  our 
pupil  poiulation  will  te  as  large  as  ever.  The  work  is  progress- 
_ing  most  satisfactorily  and  the  old  spirit  of  optimism  is  making 
itself  felt  among  staff  and  pupils.  The  repairs  to  tulldirigs 
turned  out  much  more  expensive  than  originally  estimated.  Our 
glass  till,  without  considering  labor,  amounted  to  thirty-two  .hundred, 
($3200. JO),  dollars  and  so  far.  the  repairs  are  only  half  completed 
With  an  outlay  of  twenty  thousand,  ( ?2a ,aoo. jj ) . dollars. 

I hone  all  is  well  with  you  and  yours  and  that  your 
son  will  soon  te  home  with  you  again. 

I>ly  wife  .loins  me  inklndest  regards  to  you  and  Mrs.  Allen. 


Very  sincerely  yours-.  „ 


RESOLUTION  OF  HALIFAX  RELIEF  COMMITTEE  LECEMBER  27,  1917 


In  view  of  the  nohle  manner  in  which,  in  the  first 
place,  the  American  Red  Cross  appreciated  the  grave  char- 
acter of  the  Halifax  disaster  of  6th  December  1917,  and 
the  remarkable  promptness  and  efficiency,  in  the  second 
place,  with  which  it  despatched  workers  and  supplies  to 
Halifax,  the  Executive  of  the  Halifax  Relief  Committee, 

on  its  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  all  the  prople  of  the 

the 

stricken  city,  desires  to  place  on  recpsrds  of  its  pro- 
ceedings a grateful  expression  of  heartfelt  thanks. 

This  acknowledganent  is  tendered  first  to  W.  Frank 
Persons,  Director  General  of  American  Red  Cross  Civilian 
Relief,  Vv’ashington,  who  instantly  set  in  motion  the  ac- 
tivities, which,  by  10  P.  M*  on  the  evening  of  the  dis- 
aster had  despatched  from  Boston  a special  train  with 
supplies  and  six  expert  workers  on  its  errand  of  mercy  to 
Halifax.  These  workers  were  Mr,  John  F.  Moors,  Chairman 
Civilian  Relief  Coraraittee  of  Boston,  in  charge,  who  during 
his  stay  gave  most  valuable  assistance  and  advice  to  the 
Committee,  Miss  K.  McMahon,  New  England  directress  of 
Case  work,  who  is  still  with  us  and  whose  kindness  and 
services  can  never  be  forgotten.  Miss  Marion  Rowe,  Mr, 

C.  C.  Carstens,  Mr.  VAn  Pare  and  Mr.  Prentice  Murphy,  all 
expert  social  workers,  were  also  of  this  party-  and  ren- 
dered Invaluable  services. 

In  this  place  it  is  proper  to  state  that  every  pos- 
sible assistance  and  direction  was  given  to  the  outfitting 
and  despatch  of  these  first  relief  workers  by  Mrs.  Vto.  H. 
Lothrop,  Boston,  Directress  General,  New  England  Division 
Civilian  Relief  American  Red  Cross. 
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At  a later  date  Mr.  Christian  Lantz  of  Salem  came  to 
Halifax  under  the  some  auspices,  and  continues  in  a most 
generous  and  whole  hearted  fashion  to  assist  and  advise 
in  the  v/orlc  of  registration  and  rehahllitation. 

Following  in  order,  and  within  an  amazingly  short 
time  of  the  disaster,  came  the  Boston  Red  Cross  Hospital 
Unit  with  Dr.  W.  S.  Ladd  at  its  head  and  comprising 
22  doctors,  69  nurses  and  14  civilians.  This  unit  came 
hy  special  train  with  complete  equipment  for  a 500  bed 
hospital. 

There  next  arrived  the  Providence  Hospital  Unit  under 
Major  Hou^.  It  came  hy  special  train  and  numbered  52 

doctors,  52  nurses  and  3 civilians. 

On  about  the  same  date  there  arrived  a special  train 
of  supplies  from  the  Hew  York  City  American  Red  Cross, 
Atlantic  Division,  Mr,  S.  Russell,  who  is  still  in 
Halifax,  came  in  charge  and  with  him  were  four  trained 
workers. 

Dr,  E.  A.  Codman,  an  eminent  specialist  of  Boston, 
with  10  doctors,  4 nurses  and  9 covillans  arrived  about  the 
same  time  and  attached  themselves  to  the  American  Red  Cross. 

It  is  not  inappropriate  that  in  this  record  it  should 
also  be  gratefully  mentioned  tliat  the  State  of  Maine,  tfeat 
portion  of  the  great  Republic  territorially  nearest  us, 
promptly  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  Halifax  sufferers  a 
Hospital  Unit  under  Major  G.  M.  Elliott,  who  with  12  doctors, 
13  nurses  and  11  civilians  came  by  special  train  in  the  early 
days  of  the  disaster. 
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R&PORT  OF  THh  AMERICAN  RfcD  CRCSF  COMMITTED  ON  EYE  VICTIMS 
OF  THE  HALIFAX  EXPLOSION,  Dcceacer  6,  1917, • 


To 

Mr-'  W.  FrariK  PersonB, 

Director-General  Civilian  Relief 
of  the  American  Rea  Cross,' 


Sir: 


PRELIMINARY. 


On  Deceaber  15,'  1917,  sen  i-otf icial  i^ora  caae  iron  Halifax  that  the 
nuactr  of  those  tlinata  in  consecuence  of  the  explosion  v^as  conservatively 
estinatea  as  600;  ana  inaeea,  as  canla^ea  eyes  ixere  then  very  coan.on  alixt 
in  hospital  ana  on  the  streets  ana  as  there  is  nc»i  recora  of  528  actual 
eye  injury  cases,  the  early  exaggerate!  estinate  of  total  tlinane-ss  is 
excusable,'  An  ianeaiate  effect  of  this  particular  ana  aistressing  news 
*>aE  the  bringing  of  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Aitericen  Rea  Cross  through 
its  office  in  Poston,'  At  a neeting  callea  there  Dect'acer  1&  by  Mrs.' 
LothPop,  Director  of  Civilian  Relief  for  Nev.  Englana,  there  ^ere  present, 
besiaes  several  worKers  nev.ly  returnea  fron.  Halifax,  Miss  Lucy  bright,, 
late  General  Superintenaent  of  the  Massachusetts  Connissior.  for  the  Blina, 
ana  Director  Alien  of  the  PerKins  Institution,'  As  a result  of  the  neetin. 


«rl3ht  ana  Her  neslntnn.t,  UIsb  Hniturjer,  nocl.l  .orKnr  tor 

tto  MorcBBU  oo..,lBt,ion,  .tre  .enl  to  HnlifB..  .nere  tncy  arrlvoa  D,. cen- 
ter Jl,  or  t.o  .00.0  ottor  th,  o.plOBlor..-  Tho,  re.alnoa  t.elvo  a.,., 
■".Kins  B r.pla  bbp.o,  o,  tn.  , ye  Bltuetlon,  bb  .ell  bb  iivlnj  e.op.i„’ 
on  PtlntnoBB  to  jroppe  o.  otr.er  booIbI  .or.orB.-  PIbb  ..rUnfs’ 
*-pntc  B„o  tpu  report,  PoBto.e  oUtn,  Btotistlo,  of  300  .,o  t.pBtr.ont 
o-B,  tnotBotn,  303  o,  .nton  tnort  ..b  ooptt,  boo  totttn,  o.  tr.o  r...r.- 
eye  .or.  tPot  Pbo  Btreoty  t,..  ry  tooBt  b„,  .tottyp,  eenttete 

«0,  .BOB  cloBr  tne  nee,  p,  Bijht-B..lnj  ennpB.or  or., 

eco«.ir.jt3  tno  Bppolnt.enl  oi  b ccttlt.  to  carry  It  out,' 


Mr*'  Persons  having  cone  soon  atter^aras  to  Boston  to  neet  various  oi 
his  returning  Haiiiax  viOrKers  ana  to  consiaer  also  the  Diina  situation, 
Mr*:  Alien  arev.  his  attention  to  the  opportunity  tor  pernanent  construc- 


tive reliet  presentea  ty  the  eye  sutterers  at  Halitax  ana  urgea  action  ty 
the  Aaerican  Rea  Cross*'  Sinilar  requests  lollowea  fron  the  stricKen  city 
itself,  ana  on  January  8 wora  cant  that  the  Antrican  Rea  Cross  Coanittee 
on  Eye  Victins  of  the  Halifax  Disaster,  consisting  of  three  Anericans  ana 
three  Haligonians,  haa  been  aefinitely  appointea,  whose  functions  were  - 

First,  to  act  at  onct  at  Halifax  in  the  natter  of  aaaitional  siaht- 
saving  agencies; 

Seoona,.  to  aa«e  report  or.  tte  .tole  sltoBtlon  of  ttie  Mlnf  tlierc, 

• Ith  reooeoenaetlonB  lor  ouch  octlor.  ty  the  «.erlo»n  Reh  Grope  op  peotco 
to  then  justlfiea  ty  the  facts*' 


li  c t w n i.  i 


The  following  is  the  recort  of  this  conoittee;- 

Five  Of  the  pl . coeplttoe  peeterp  pet  In  Bellfpi  the  IGth  of  Jprepry, 
•here  Pr.-  Ven  Cieve  re.elnea  three  o»,e  p„e  Ur.-  Slier  forrteer..'  The  .ol- 
onter,  help  of  the  victorlpr  Oner  of  Norpep  hevlr,  teen  ofterei  t,  Ire.- 
Hmlraton,  Chief  Superlrtenaent  of  the  Oner,  it  .es  eooeptea,  p olfrioai 
no.  at  the  school  tor  the  eiln  .ap  fltte.  out  at  the  e.penpe  of  the  Or- 
ff.e  Of  the  rursee  te,.„  .fpftp  a„.  cypte.a,,, 

p ^ ^ agent  or  the  Massachusetts 

oonnission  tor  thf  Riim  i, 

. 0 an  that  aay  arrivea,  having  teen  sent  fcr 

cy  the  connittee*' 

The  Plan  for  sight-savins  was  thicn  t- 

^ ‘‘  register  ct  ali  eye  in- 

: - 

n oculfPt  at  or 

.o.r.hfle  to  arrar.  toe  oper.„,  the  tree  ct.rt-.a.fr. 


clinic  unaer  governaental  auepices,  Baia  clinic  to  te  open  all  aay  ana 
every  iay  as  long  as  repuirea-'  It  vsas  to  be  unaer  30vernn.ental  auspices 
both  because  the  loss  of  eyesight  is  a natter  of  public  as  well  as  pri- 
vate irasfortune,  ana  because  gove r naent al  attention  ana  interest  v^ouia 
be  welconea  by  the  eye  victins  ana  therefore  proaisea  a coanensurate  re- 
sult.' Ana  for  siailar  reasons  it  was  to  be  conauctea  by  an  outsiae  ocu- 
list Of  recogniasea  eainence.'  Prenier  Eoraen  tele-graphea  froa  Ottawa  his 
pro.lslooil  .ppro.al  or  tto  pl.n;  the  then  heal  of  the  local  Meilcal  Re- 
lief thogjhtlt  on  etcellent  Ilea,  if  praotlcatlc;  t.o  .eaters  of  the  just 
aPBolntel  Feleral  Relief  Cclssion,  tefore  .ho.  the  chair.an  or  this  so.- 
■Utee  oppearei,  see.el  to  eniorse  It;  am  even  on,  or  the  local  oculists 
toll  sir  Freierlo.  Fraser  It  .ouli  te  all  rlsht.'  Dr.-  J.  stlrlu,  then 
Offerel  to  oo.e  at  o„oe  fro.  Montreal  am  to  ooniuct  the  cllhlo  .Ithout 
Ptlpeni.-  Be  case,  tut  .Ithout  official  appoint. e„t  am  sc  .as  at  litert, 
to  upholi  t,he  contention  o.  the  local  eye  .en,  conscious  o,  ha.lnj  ions 
opienili  ser.lce  since  the  etplcslon,.  .1..,  that  the  ne.  clinic  .as  u„- 
iea  tor  ana  its  opening  a reflection  upon  then,.'  Nevertheless,  they 
conaentei  to  a trial  of  four  afternoons,  each  one  of  the  local  four 
-h-otin,  a Clinic  .1th  „r.-  Stlrlln,  as  consultant.-  Seven., pa- 
tents atten.el.-  Pueitc  opinion  an.  the  local  .e.ft-rs  c.  this  cclttee 

0 -hcu.  s„c- 

tern.;:  r :::::  r:"?"  -- 

e™  Of  Dr-  1 - 

u .as  con.:.  - --  --  ‘-'^eonns, 

--  -eyoi  f:o; 

consultiint  • ci.f 

^ef!3ea  thiii  stcoan  dim  * -iJ'ty-Bix  persons  at- 

Oloslon  cases  secs  a.:  t:,::""  ^ ‘^ee  e.- 

^eefe  lor  such  a.ncles  at  this  u.:””' 


nuii-ter  ct  Piina 
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TOTALLY, 08  PBACTICALLY  BLIND. 


M a ie  6 . 

Feo-ales. 

Total. 

Unaer  6 years  of 

* *■  * ^ 

1 

1 

2 

6 - £0,  .■ 

4 

6 

10 

- 40,  . .■ 

6 

16 

22 

41  - 60,.  .! 

-t 

2 

5 

7 

0 

0 

0 

Age;  not  state!. 

-i'  ■**  ^ . * * 

0 

0 

0 

Total,.’  .' 

13 

28 

41 

BOTH  l!;Y,E£.  D0:Up.T;FUL. 

Wal ee. 

Fettales, 

Total 

Unaer  6 years  of 

<t|  4,  4.  4 

0 

0 

0 

6 - £0, 

‘ 1 - • f • 1 

4 4 4 4 4.4  4 

f' 

c 

4 

6 

21  40,1 

6 

1£ 

18 

41  - 60,' 

7 

4 

11 

Over  60, 

2 

3 

5 

Age  not  state  a,. 

* » > t 1 t t 

4 4 , 4 4 4 j 4 4 1 

3 

1 

4 

Total,.' 

20 

24 

44 

ONE,  bYE  Q0.UB,T,F.U,L. 

Eial  e s. 

Fen  ales. 

' Total 

Unaer  6 years  ot 

.1*  4^  4* 

2 

6 

8 

6 - 20,.  .• 

13 

28 

21  - 40, 

• 1 1 » • • 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

12 

45 

57 

41  - 60, 

8 

21 

29 

Over  60, i / 

t • 1 t t 1 • 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

0 

c 

2 

Age  not  statea. 

.| 

7 

5 

12 

Total,  i.‘  .} 

44 

92  , 

136 

Wales, 

Feaales. 

Total 

One  eye  tiina  other  O.K. 

44 

9'7 

141 

Both  eyes  irjurea  now  O.K., 

50 

116 

166 

Fron  this  tat  it-  it  viiii  tc  st'tn  that  65,  tht  nuatt.  r ot  serious  eye- 

iapairitent  cases  (41  tiinaea  ana  44  noteritiaily  so)  is  tortunateiy  so 

entail  as  to  call  for  no  special  provision  for  housing.'  The  136  cases 

in  v,hlch  the  conaition  ot  one  eye.  is  aouttiui  ana  the  141  in  hhich  one, 

eye  is  5one  aaa  a group  Iron  ^hich  further  tiinaness  is  suite  liKeiy 
Ic  te  recruite-a.' 


Tt>e  toiioviln^  is  a suanbry  oi  the  68  stuaies,  v^hich  resiiy  covers 

the  cases  that  coula  te  reaches  ot  total  tiinaness  or  of  inpalraer.t 
to  the  sight  oi  coth  eyes:- 
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RLPORT  of  THF  AMERICAN  RfcD  CROSS  COMMITTEt  ON  EYE  VICTIMS 
OF  THE  HALIFAX  EXPLOSION,  Deceacer  6,  1917, • 


To 

Mr^‘  W.  FranK  Persons, 

Di rector-Grneral  Civilian  Relief 
of  the  Aiterican  Rea  Cross^ 


Si  r: 


PRELIMINARY. 


On  Deceater  15,'  1917,  sen  i-of  f iciai  won  cao.e  fron  Halifax  that  the 
nunter  of  those  tlinaea  in  consecuence  of  the  explosion  was  conservatively 
estinatea  as  500;  ana  inatea,  as  Danlagea  eyes  were  then  very  coinon  alixt 
in  hospital  ana  on  tne  streets  ana  as  the're  is  now  recora  of  528  actual 
eye  injury  cases,  the  early  e'xaegeratea  estinate  of  total  tlinaness  is 
excusatle.'  An  inataiate  effect  of  this  particular  ana  aistressing  news 
was  the  cringina  of  it  to  the  attention  of  the  American  Rea  Cross  througn 
its  Office  in  Poston.'  At  a aeeting  callea  there  Deceaner  18  ty  Mrs.' 
Lothrop,  Director  ot  Civilian  Relief  for  New  Englana,  there  were  present 


tesiaes  several  worxers  newly  returnea  tron-  Halifax,  Miss  Lucy  Wright,' 
Isle  Gcnertl  Eoi^erlntenaint  of  tr.c  UassocliuBt  1 1 B Ccieslon  lor  ttir  flic,, 
Bna  Dlrtctor  Jllcn  ot  the  Per«lr.o  Inst  1 tollon, ■ it  a rcsglt  ot  ttic  nefllui 
PISB  »rl5t,t  an,  her  asBletant,  Hiss  Baarurser,  teaJcal  social  .orter  tor 
the  atoreeali  co.alatlon,  .ere  sent  to  Hallfa.,  .here  they  arrl.eh  Deoe.- 
'^cr  a.  or  t.o  .ee.B  alter  th.  e.ploslon.-  The,  re.alneo  t.al.e  lays, 


.a.lns  a raplh  sarve,  ot  the  , ye  .Itoatlon,  as  .ell  as  jl.lrj  e.enlna 
''■l.a  on  tun, ness  to  proupr  of  other  social  .or.ers,'  PIbs  hrlshfs’ 
graphic  Bhh  tsll  report.  Pesliet  cltinj  statistics  of  ohO  tye  i.p.ir.ent 
Incluhlhi  ot  .hloh  thert  .as  noptt,  er.c  telllnj  ot  the  re.ar,- 
Pye  .or.  that  hat  alreahy  teen  cone  r,  i„eal  ana  .Isltlnp  oooUs.t 
» l.e.  .sat  clear  the  neea  or  still  tarth.r  slhht-ea.lnj  enaea.or  ana 
recoh.enaea  the  apsolnt.ent  of  a cclttee  to  carry  It  opt.- 


the  use  ot  the  writing  toara,'  ctc^!  However,  owin^  to  the  crowiea  con- 
aitione  ur.aer  which  bo  aany  are  living  it  is  aitticuit  to  laae  progrees,'" 
"The  prociea.  ot  the  care,  re-eaucation  ana  inauttriai  training  ot 
these  exploeion  vict.ia.s  is  not  cne  to  te  j:ettie3  in  wecKs  or  OiOnths;  it 
will  neea  attention,!  stuay  ana  wora  i nae f i ni t ei y-'  The  newly  tiina  ana 
the  seeing  aiiKe  in  Halitax  will  neea  to  he  eaucatea  to  Know  what  can  ce 
aone  ty  one  without  sight.!  It  wisely  lea  ana  thoroughly  inetructea  the 
tiina  can  accon.plish  auch,.  tut  again  I say,,  the  seeing  nust  also  te  pre- 

parea  to  accoapany  then  etep  ty  step,  so  that  the  aiviaing  line  tetweer 
then  nay  not  te  too  narnea.'" 


THh  HALIFAX  BLIND  RELItF  COMWITTBE. 

At  the  annual  neeting  ot  the  Halitax  School  tor  the  Blina,.  which  tccn 
Place  eight  aays  atter  the  explosion,  an  organization  was  tornea,  callea 
the  Halifax  Blina  Relief  Connit.tee,  consisting  ot  four  nenters  of  the 
hoara  of  that  school,,  four  nenters  ot  its  corporation,  not  nenters  ot  the 
toara,  ana  with  Sir  Freaericn  Fraser,,  a nenter  ot  our  connittee,.  as  chair- 
man.- This  relief  connattee  has  receivea  to  aate  atout  ^7,000,  nost  ot 

importea  iron  the  States  ana  is 

.-cPer,  ..0 

ln„tr„cl,r.5  -.Pn  p.r.orapr.pp  p,  ueir 

-li, 

progress.' 


PSOEPtCTS  OF  EChOOLING  AliO  Bh  H 4EUII AIION  MHGtR 
a tBpp  W.OOO.OOC  pre  or  .Ur  rr  ..uiulr  .or  cover.,,  ue 

i 0.  C0„u.r..uvu,  eoUu.e. 

— .000,000..  .u  reer.  ,.e„  uu  „.c„,  ucce  .ore. 

receive  anounts  ot  tron  U'O  to  +40 

4<u  10  140  a nontn,  accorairj  tr, 

— ^ity..  Put  rciiet  pensions  to  the  tuna 

occupation  tor  nina  ''“^ue 

^oay  is  provUe-a  also.,  Those  to  te  aa- 


__8— 


Bittea  to  the  Heiitax  School  tor  the  Elina,,  the  chiel  institution  of  its 
Kina  in  ail  Canaaa,  which  is  a private  tut  inaaepuateiy  eniowta  corpora- 
tion,' B.UBt  either  te  proviaea  tor  by  provincial  or  city  support  in  the 
usual  way,  ty  Feaeral  Relief  Con.aieBion  support,,  or  otherwise*'  Now  it  is 
aouttless  the  lesire  of  t,he  feaeral  coaD,iBsloners  to  ao  all  they  can,  tut 
on  presentation  of  the  natter  of  tuitional  paynent  ty  a coQ,D,ittee  of  the 
toara  of  the  school,  inclnain^  two  nentere  of  our  Anerican  Rea  Cross  Con- 
nittee,  the  coani  ssioner  s state!  that  the  aaount  necessary,.  it400  a year 
for  each  pupil  for  a series  of  years,'  was  too  large  for  then  to  assuae*' 
Your  C0B.aittee  thus  fears  that,’  if  the  natter  of  creature  ccaforts  of 
these  chilaren  is  looKea  after  ty  the  Coc  B.i  ssion,  ■ little  else  can  tc  ex- 
pectea  froB.  it,  since  aia,  not  rehabilitation,'  is  its  aeclarea  policy*' 

But  rehabilitating  the  tllnaea  is  of  paranount  necessity,'  for  enforce! 
ialenesB  unaer  tlinaness  is  haraer  to  tear  than  tlinaness  itself,  ana 
BiSKes  of  the  cenaitien  a trageay  it  neea  not  te*’  hence,  the  neea  of  as- 
suring the  eye  vlctiBs  ot  the  Halifax  aisaster  such  school  ana  vocational 
training  as  their  age  ana  conaition  aan.lts  ana,  after  training,'  placetent 
ana  occupation*'  This  is  the  noaern  principle  of  curative  occupation  con- 
tinuously appliea  in  the  case  ot  those  who  aust  retain  invalias  without  it 
The  Waritiae  Provinces,  ana  even  Halifax  itself,  have  as  yet  little  well- 
supportea  organ!  •x.ation  for  the  placen.ent  of  their  blina,  ana  i nst  r utent  al- 
ities  of  the  sort  are  saaly  neeaea  in  n.ost  conn  unities  toaay*’  Why  shoula 
bot  Halifax  te  put  aB.ong  the  pioneers? 

final  Meeting  of  the  committe.e. 

> All  these  B,atterB  were  consiaerta  in  aetail  at  a three-aay  aeeting  of 

f*;/  this  AB,ericar  Rea  Cross  Coiiaittee  on  Eye  Victins  of  the  Halifax  Disaster, 
which  was  hela  in  April  of  this  year  at  Watertown,  Vass*',  four  B.ea,ters  be- 
ing present*!  The  two  others  sent  wera  that  they  were  unable  to  attena*' 
coBB.ittee  agreta  that  the  school  training  of  the  chilaren 


was 
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funaanentai  ana  shouia  tc  proviaea  tor  sonet.ov^;  that  a tei»  ot  the  wonen 
»ouia  tecoac  resianet  pupiie  ol  the  school,-  in  tact,  tour  ot  then,  are  al- 
reaay  there,-  ana  that  the  rest  wouia  rtcuire  instruction  either  there  as 
aay  pupils  or  at  their  hooies  hy  visitors  Kno*.n  as  hoae  teachers;  that  n.ost 
of  the  nen  oi^ht  well  attena  the  school  aay  hy  aay  ana,  since  nearly  all 
ot  then,  tetore  hlinaness  had  been  hana  t.oriters  in  aistinction  to  heaa 
worKers,  they  ought  to  ao  so,  there  being  anple  roon.  in  its  shop  aepart- 
nent;  that,  as  there  were  several  chllaren  with  inpairea  vision  who  ought 
not  to  te  BChoolea  with  tlina  chilartn  tut  Kept  with  norn.al  associations, 

80  the  opening  ana  continuance  (ter  a tew  years,  at  least)  of  a class  for 
seai-sightea  pupils  in  the  public  schools  is  highly  aesiratle  ana  guite  in 
line  with  aoaern  progressive  iaeas..'  Both  the  Inspector  of  Bchoole  in  Hal- 
ifax ana  the  Superintenaent  ot  taucation  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia 
have  been  approachea  on  this  subject  by  this  coanittee's  chairaan  in  person 
ana  have  expressea  thenselves  greatly  interestea  in  the  project,'  In  certain 

cities  Of  the  Unitea  States  such  "sight-saving"  classes  have  cone  to  stay,' 

The  connittee  further  agree!  that  a well-supportea  caapaign  for  the 
prevention  ot  blinaness  shouia  te  carriea  on  in  ana  about  Halifax,  both 
in  the  interests  ot  these  victins  of  the  aisastcr  who  still  have  sight  to 
save  ana  in  the  interests  ot  the  connunity;  that,  inasnuch  as  the  conaition 
of  blinaness  is  too  often  a aull  ana  nonotonous  one  an!  tor  that  reason  re- 
cuires  the  tonic  of  change,  so  the  provision  of  special  entertainaent  ana 
anuseDcnts  nust  not  te  forgotten;  ana  that,  finally,!  provision  tor  the  en- 
Ployaent  at  various  occupations  of  all  the  re-eaucatea  lust  te  naae  as  cap- 
Btone  to  the  whole  projectea  eaifice,-  all  obviously  to  te  guiaea  ana  Kept 
going  ty  the  proper  executive  a.achlnery,' 

PROGRAM. 

In  conslaering  ways  ana  aeans  the  coo,(iittte  notes  with  satisfaction 
that  the  nunters  ana  conaitions  ot  the  vielint.  ao  not  call  tor  new  bull- 
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alr.aE  ot  »Ey  '■“*  exltticj  tacilltlte 

at  tha  SC1.001  for  t«r  Bllna..  t,  aopllfylna  tboa.;  The  coolttee  has  there- 
tore  naae  out  the  toiio\»inS  progran,*  v.hich  y»aB  a^reel  to  as  representina  on 
a conservative  tasis,!  careiuily  v^orKer  out,  the  estin-ateu  neeas  ct  atout 
100  persons  aireaay  clina  or  who  itay  reasonably  be  expectea  to  becoie  so 
as  a consfrpuence  ot  the  aisastera] 

Shoula  it  be  consiaerea  that  the  expense  ot  schooling  the  2?'  chiliren,i 


as  given  below, i ought  to  be  net  in  the  usual  way  out  ot  local  tunas,  the 
J80,000  estiaatea  tor  it  can  be  aeauctea  t ron  the  prograc;  but  t.he  coanit- 
tee  feels  that  it  this  aeiuction  is  naae  the  airect  grant  to  the  school 
hereinafter  reconnenaea  shoulo  be  increasea;  for  the  school,  through  hav- 
ing to  accept  all  its  pupils  at  less  than  cost,'  is  having  to  araw  contin- 
uously upon  its  principal  ana  is  therefore  growing  poorer/  To  n.cet  this 
conaition  it  is  now  casing  expectations  upon  raising  the  Enaownent  Fur.a 
tor  the  Elina  ct  the  liiaritine  Provinces  ana  Newfounaiana,  one  half  of  the 
incoae  ci  which  is  to  cone  to  the  schools  The  printea  explanation  ot  the 
oboect  of  this  iuna,i  with  regulations,-  is  attachea  to  this  report/  The 
tuna  was  institutea  several  n-onths  prior  to  the  explosion/ 


SCHOOLING: 

25  chiiaren  pupils,  resident,  average  atte:naance 

8 years, i at  J'400  a year,  _____  180,000 

8 a,en  shop  pupils,!  not  reslaent,i  for  two  years,' 

at  1200  a year,'  _______  3,200 

20  woien  school  or  shop  pupils,'  not  resiaent,' 

one  year,'  at  1200  a year,  _____  4,000 

Aaaitional  school  eQuiptr.ent  for  above,'-  - - 5,000 

Scholarships  for  probably  4 special  cases,' 

$250  a year,  tor  4 years,'  _____  4,000 


Total  Schooling,'  $96,300 

HOWE  TEACHING: 

Probably  40  pupils,-  1 nan  teacher  ana  1 won.an 

teacher,  at  $1250  each  a year  tor  salaries  ana 

expenses,'  tor  8 years,-  _____  20,00/ 

Carriea  torwara,  $116,-200 


__  1 1— 


6,500 

3,000 


Brought  lor^fcira,.  5116, 300 

SIGHT-SAVING  CLASS  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL: 

1 teacher  at  SIOOO  a year  tor  salary  ana  ecuipcent,' 

tor  6 years,'  - - 6,000 

PREVtNTION  OF  ELINDNiSS: 

FoLiow-up  ».orK  for  a possible  180  people,-  1 person 
at  3:1300  a year  covering  salary,  oculists'  ser- 
vices, clerical  ana  other  expenses,  tor  5 years,' 

AMUSEMENT  AND  ENTERTAINMENT: 

Reaaings,'  concerts,  etc/,5300  a year  tor  10  years, 

EMPLOYMENT  AT  VARIOUS  OCCUPATIONS: 

(both  heaa  ana  hana)  tor  about  30  ten  ana  woaen, 
average  vtages  39  a ^ecK,-  of  v<hich  33  a v.eeK 
shoula  be  proviaea  as  augnentation,-  for  50 
veeKB,  each  3150  a year,  10  years,-  - - 530,000 

Rents  ana  ecuiDoent,'  31500  a year,'  10  years,  - 15,000 

Forenan  ana  expenses  at  51000  a year,  10  years,  10,000 

Total  Ea.ployn.ent,  55,000 

EXECUTIVE: 

Supervision,  aanagea-ent , - tLariteting  gooas,  clerical 
service,-  bocK-Keeping,'  office  expenses,  3400  a 

year  for  10  years,  40,000 

?336r-700 

To  proauce  this  total  a present  grant  of  about  3200,000,-  to  be  investea 
BO  as  to  bring  increase,-  seeas  necessary.' 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

In  vievk  of  all  the  facts  above  recoraea  ana  the  aiscussions  ana  re- 
flections of  this  three-aays'  aeeting  the  connittee  suggeste,'  as  the  v^is- 
est  aia  for  continuing  help: 

First,'  that  a grant  for  re-eaucation  ana  rehabilitation  of  the  victin;s 
Of  the  aisaster  be  n.aae,i  to  be  unown  as  the  Airerican  Rea  Cross  Funa  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Plinaea  of  the  Halifax  Disaster  of  Decen.rer  6,  191'’,  the 
aaount  to  b€  not  less  than  5c00,000,'  to  b(-  aaninisterea  by  the  Trustf-es  of 
the  Elina  Enaovnent  Funa,  a tuna  begun  in  Aorii,  liil'7,  ana  properly  incor- 
poratea  unatr  special  trustees,'  with  the  stipulation  that  any  of  the  noneys 
now  BO  grantea  renaining  unt xpenaea  for  the  specitic  purposes  tor  which 


eBianatea  tc  at  the  ena  ol  ten  years  coverea  into  the  generai 
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NOTH:-  1516*1  Since  repori  ^&£  written  ana  alanea  by 

t,he  three  Airericen  n'e*h<»rB  cf  t.hls  coimj  t.tee,'  wori  htu;  coce  frcs  two 
0 1 i tii  halii&A  id-ctic  wljici.,i  wnile  not.  atteotin^  t.h5  crc§rai  ot  the 
report, I tbl^tit,  vet  Eoalfy  t.he  wcounts  of  the.  appropriation  caiLea  lor 
in  carryin-  it  out.i 

The  worn  Is  this;  that,'  at  a ot'eeting  of  aeaLere  of  the  coniLisEicL 
ani  cotLiittees  intfci-eBt,fca,!  heia  in  haiitax  l«:ay  13  laetji  both  the  chair- 
nan  of  the  F'eieral  Relief  Conni eei on  ana  the  ct£.irn.bn  of  the  Maeeachu- 
uetts  Funa  eaia  that:,,  after  exaniaing  the  program,,  they  might  unaertaKe 
to  finance  one  or  more  of  its  Items*! 
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Conaeneea  finalnge  froi  an  intensive  study  of  ^8  cases  of  eye-in pairaent. 
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The  comaittee  is  convinced  that  the  (general  results  of  the  two  clin- 
ics, while  by  no  means  what  it  hoped  and  expected  from  the  leisurely  and 
sympathetic  clinic  planned  for,  were  yet  highly  serviceable  not  only  to 
the  14^'  persons  who  came,  even  if  only  for  the  comfort  and  peace  of  mind 
it  brought  them  to  consult  an  eminent  eye  specialist,  but  also  to  the 
members  of  the  Federal  Relief  Commission  and  to  the  co.iuninity  in  general, 
who  thus  and  through  the  982  visits  made  by  the  V.  0.  nurses  in  the  inter- 
ests of  sight- saving,  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  importance  of 
follow-up  work  in  cases  of  eye  impairment,  not  so  much  as  a matter  of 
cliarity  as  od  governmental  self  protection. 

Then,  too,  the  influence  of  kiss  Rand' s presence  for  three  months  in 
the  little  city  must  have  been  great  and  lasting  if  it  leads,  as  it  seems 
probable  it  will,  to  the  permanent  employment  of  a similar  expert  worker 
and  assistant  to  the  Super intendent  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  an  be- 
half of  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  of  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  olind,  for  she  not  only  prepared  the  only  complete  register 
that  there  was  or  would  have  been  made  of  the  eye  impairment  cases  of  the 
disaster, but,  besides,  brought  the  whole  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
local  social  workers  and  to  many  prominent  people.  Finally,  she  made 
careful  history  and  vocational  studies  of  68  of  these  cases,  entering 
them  on  specially  prepared  cards  for  the  use  of  the  committee. 

NUMBERS  AND  STATISTICS. 

A summary  of  this  registration  as  of  April  9,  I9I8,  follows :- 

Total  number  of  Blind, 41 

**  " Both  eyes  doubtful, 44 

" " One  eye  doubtful, I36 


One  eye  blind,  other  0.  K .141 

Eyes  injured,  both  eyes  now  0.  K., 1 66 

Unable  to  locate 34 

Out  of  town.  Unknown 50 

Not  caused  by  explosion, 21 

Died, 8 


‘ ;■  RSPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  COMMITTEE  ON  EYE  VICTIMS 

OF  THE  HALIFAX  EXPLOSION,  December  f?,  1917. 

To 

Mr.  W.  Frank  Persons, ' 

Director-General  Civilian  Relief 
of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

PRELIMINARY. 

On  December  15,  1917,  semi-official  word  came  from  Halifax  that  the 

number  of  those  blinded  in  consequence  of  the  explosion  was  conservatively 

UiiU: 

estimated  as  5OOJ  indeed,  as  bandaged  eyes  were  then  very  common  in 

hospital  and  on  the  streets  &li tw  and  as  there  is  now  record  of  528  actual 
eye  injury  cases,  the  early  exaggerated  estimate  of  total  blindness  is 
excusable.  An  immediate  effect  of  this  particular  and  distressing  news 
was  the  bringing  of  it  to  the  attention  of  the  American  Red  Cross  through 
its  office  in  Boston.  At  a meeting  called  there  December  18  by  Mrs. 
Lothrop,  Director  of  Civilian  Relief  for  New  England,  there  were  present, 
besides  several  workers  newly  returned  from  Halifax,  Miss  Lucy  Wright, 
late  General  Superintendent  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
and  Director  Allen  of  the  Perkins  Institution.  As  a result  of  the  meeting 
Miss  Wright  and  her  assistant.  Miss  Hamburger,  medical  social  worker  for 
the  aforesaid  Commission,  were  sent  to  Halifax,  where  they  arrived  Decem- 
ber 21,  or  two  weeks  after  the  explosion.  They  remained  twelve  days, 
making  a rapid  survey  of  the  eye  situation,  as  well  as  giving  evening 
talks  on  blindness  to  groups  of  other  social  workers.  Miss  Wright's 
graphic  and  full  report,  besides  citing  statistics  of  330  eye  impairment 
oases,  including  205  of  which  there  was  doubt,  and  telling  of  the  remark- 
able eye  work  that  had  already  been  done  by  local  and  visiting  oculists 
alike,  made  clear  the  need  of  still  further  sight-saving  endeavor  and 
recommended  the  appointment  of  a committee  to  carry  it  out. 
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Mr*  Persons  having  come  soon  afterwards  to  Boston  to  meet  various  return- 
ing  Halifax  workers  and  to  consider  also  the  blind  situation,  Mr.  Allen 
drew  his  attention  to  the  opportunity  for  permanent  constructive  relief 
presented  by  the  eye  sufferers  at  Halifax  and  urged  action  by  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross.  Similar  wed  from  the  stricken  city  itself, 

and  on  January  S word  came  that  the  American  Red  Cross  Committee  on  gye 
Victims  of  the  Halifax  Disaster,  consisting  of  three  Amerioans  and  three 
Haligonians,  had  been  definitely  appointed,  whose  functions  were  - 

1st,  to  act  at  once  at  Halifax  in  the  matter  of  additional  sight- 
saving  agencies; 

2nd,  to  make  report  on  the  whole  situation  of  the  blind  there,  with 
recommendations  for  such  action  by  the  American  Red  Cross  as  seemed  to 
them  justified  by  the  facte. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  this  committee:- 

Five  of  the  six  committee  members  met  in  Halifax  the  12th  of  January, 
where  Mr.  Van  Cleve  remained  three  days  and  Mr.  Allen  fourteen.  The  volun- 
tary help  of  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  having  been  offered  by  Mrs. 
Hanington,  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Order,  it  was  accepted, 4a  clinical 
room  at  the  School  for  the  Blind^ fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the  Order, 
and  five  of  the  nurses  began  visits  and  systematic  follow-up  work  on  Jan- 
uary 17  under  Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand,  a trained  agent  of  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  who  had  that  day  arrived,  having  been  sent  for 
by  the  committee. 

The  plan  for  sight-saving  was  this:  To  make  a register  of  all  eye  im- 
pairment cases;  to  visit  first  such  as  the  records  of  Miss  Wright  and  Sir 
Frederick  Fraser,  Superintendent  of  the  local  School  for  the  Blino,  showed 
to  be  doubtful  or  needing  attention;  and  to  see  that  all  urgent  oases  saw 
an  oculist  at  once;  meanwhile  to  arrange  for  opening  the  free  sight-saving 


clinic  under  governmental  auspices,  to  be  open  all  day  and  every  day  as 
long  as  required.  It  was  to  be  under  governmental  auspices  both  because 
the  loss  of  eyesight  is  a matter  of  public  as  well  as  private  misfortune, 
and  because  governmental  attention  and  interest  would  be  welcomed  by  the 
eye  viotimes  and  therefore  promised  a commensurate  result.  And  for  similar 
reasons  it  was  to  be  conducted  by  an  outside  oculist  of  recognised  eminence. 
Premier  Borden  telegraphed  from  Ottawa,  his  provisional  approval  of  the  plan; 
the  then  head  of  the  local  Medical  Relief  thought  it  an  excellent  idea,  if 
practicable;  two  members  of  the  just  appointed  Federal  Relief  Commission, 
before  whom  the  chairman  of  this  committee  appeared,  seemed  to  endorse  it; 
and  even  one  of  the  local  oculists  told  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  it  would  be 
all  right.  Dr.  J,  W,  Stirling  then  offered  to  come  at  once  from  Montreal 
and  to  conduct  the  clinic  without  stipend.  He  came,  but  without  official 
appointment  and  so  was  at  liberty  to  uphold  the  contention  of  the  local  eye 
men,  whe  were^ conscious  oi  having  done  splendid  service  since  the  explosion, 
the  new  clinic  was  uncalled  for  and  its  opening  a reflection  upon  them. 
Nevertheless,  they  all  consented  to  a trial  of  four  afternoons,  each  one  of 
the  local  four  conducting  a clinic  with  Dr.  Stirling  as  consultant.  Sev- 
enty-nine patients  attended.  Public  opinion  and  the  local  members  of  this 
committee  seeming  to  feel  that  the  clinic,  even  as  held,  had  not  been  with- 
out success  and  therefore  warranted,  and  the  matter  of  its  continuance  being 
tunred  over  to  the  Federal  Relief  Commission,  that  commission,  with  the 
approval  of  Dr.  Stirling,  reopened  the  clinic  for  eight  afternoons,  and  it 
was  conducted  by  the  local  eye  men  as  before,  but  with  Dr.  N.  Darrell  Har- 
ley of  Providence,  R.I.,a8  consultant.  Sixty-six  persons  attended  this 
second  clinic,  and  the  fact  that  not  all  of  them  were  explosion  cases 
seems  all  the  more  to  prove  the  existence  of  a popular  desire  for  such 
agencies  at  this  time. 


The  oommittee  is  convinced  that  the  general  result^of  the  two  clinics 
while  by  no  means  what  it  hoped  and  expected  from  the  leisurely  and  sym- 
pathetic clinic  planned  for,  were  yet  highly  serviceable  not  only  to  the 
145  persons  who  came,  even  if  only  for  the  comfort  and  peace  of  mind  it 
brought  them  to  consult  an  eminent  eye  specialist,  but  also  to  the  members 
of  the  Federal  Relief  Commission  and  to  the  community  in  general,  who  thus 
and  through  the  visits  made  by  the  V.O.  nurses  in  the 

interests  of  sight-saving,  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  importance  of 
follow-up  work  in  oases  of  eye  impairment,  not  so  much  as  a matter  of  char- 
ity as  of  governmental  self-protection. 

Then,  too,  the  influence  of  Miss  Rand's  presence  for  three  months  in 
the  little  city  must  have  been  great  and  lasting  if  it  leads,  as  it  seems 
probable  it  will,  to  the  permanent  employment  of  a similar  expert  worker 
and  assistant  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  in  behalf 
of  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  of  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  blind;  for  she  not  only  prepared  the  only  complete  register  there  was 
or  would  have  been  made  of  the  eye  impairment  cases  of  the  disaster  but, 
besides,  brought  the  whole  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  local  social 
workers  and  to  many  prominent  people.  Finally,  she  made  careful  history 
and  vocational  studies  of  «8  of  these  cases,  entering  them  on  specially 
prepared  cards  for  the  use  of  the  committee. 

nombfrs  and  statistics. 

A summary  of  this  registration  as  of  April  «,  1918,  follows:- 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  eg  studies,  which  really  covers  all 
the  oases  that  could  be  reached  of  total  blindness  or  of  impairment  to 
the  sight  of  both 


eyes:  - 
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Of  these  68  there  are  12  children,  S7  women,  and  19  men. 

It  will  be  noted  that  many  more  women  than  men  have  eye  injuries,  due 
to  flying  glass  in  their  homes.  Already  4 of  these  women  are  at  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  while  17,  who  are  with  their  families,  have  little 
children  to  care  for.  Miss  Rand  writes  of  these: 

"Under  ordinary  circumstances  their  time  would  be  considered  fully  oc- 
cupied with  housekeeping  and  care  of  the  children.  As  yet  the  need  for 
occupational  work  has  not  been  felt  to  any  extent.  Several  have  been  semi- 
invalids,  many  having  other  than  eye  injuries,  and  the  housing,  living,  re- 
lief and  pension  problems  have  been  the  questions  they  wanted  settled  first." 

She  further  reports  that  "up  to  this  date,  April  12,  the  majority  of 
eye  sufferers  have  not  been  in  a mental  or  physical  state  for  re-education 
or  industrial  endeavor,  yet  a 'home  teacher'  from  the  school  for  the  blind 
is  visiting  and  giving  instruction  in  reading  by  touch,  knitting,  the  use 
of  the  writing  board,  etc.  However,  owing  to  the  crowded  conditions  under 
which  so  many  are  living  it  is  difficult  to  make  progress." 

"The  problem  of  the  care-  re-education  and  industrial  training  of  these 
explosion  victims  is  not  one  to  be  settled  in  peeks  or  months;  it  will  need 
attention,  study  and  work  indefinitely.  Th^llnd  and  the  seeing  alike  in 
Halifax  will  need  to  be  educated  to  know  what  can  be  done  by  one  without 
sight.  If  wisely  led  and  thoroughly  instructed  the  blind  can  accomplish 
much,  but  again  I say,  the  seeing  must  also  be  prepared  to  accompany  them 
step  by  step,  so  that  the  dividing  line  between  them  may  not  be  too  marked," 

THE  HALIFAX  BLIND  RELIEF  COMMITTEE. 

> 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  which  took 
place  eight  days  after  the  explosion,  an  organization  was  formed  called 
the  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee,  consisting  of  four  members  of  the 
board  of  that  school,  four  members  of  its  corporation,  not  members  of  the 
board,  and  with  Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  a member  of  our  committee,  as  chair- 
man. This  relief  committee  has  received  to  date  about  $17,000,  most  of 
which  sum  is  still  unexpended.  It  has  imported  from  the  States  and  is 
employing  two  experts  in  blind  matters,  one  an  organizer  and  one  a home 
teacher,  who  writes:  "«e  are  carrying  cn  very  effective  home  teaching. 
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getting  into  tbe  homes  and  instructing  women  in  the  performance  of  their 
daily  taslcs,  houseoleaning,  care  of  children,  cutting,  saving,  etc." 
Moreover,  the  federal  commissioners  are  being  kept  fully  informed  of  pro- 

PROSPECTS  OF  SCHOOLING  AND  REHABILITATION  MEAGER. 

It  appears  that  $9,000,000  are  or  will  be  available  for  covering  the 

material  losses  of  the  Halifax  people,  which  are  conservatively  estimated 
to  be  $15,000,000.  Assurances  have  been  given  that  among  those  to  be  in- 
demnified on  the  basis  of  military  pensions  the  eye  impairment  victims 
will  receive  amounts  of  from  $20  to  $40  a month,  according  to  degree  of 
disability.  But  relief  pensions  to  the  blind  are  of  questionable  value 
unless  occupation  for  mind  and  body  is  provided  also^^^^Those  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  the  chief  institution  of  its 
kind  in  all  Canada,  which  is  a private  but  inadequately  endowed  corporation, 
must  either  be  provided  for  by  provincial  or  city  support  in  the  usual  way, 
by  Federal  Relief  Commission  support,  or  otherwise.  Now  it  is  doubtless 
the  desire  of  the  federal  commissioners  to  do  all  they  can,  but  on  presen- 
tation of  the  matter  of  tuitional  payment  by  a committee  of  the  board  of 
the  school,  including  two  members  of  our  American  Red  Cross  Committee,  the 

commissioners  stated  that  the  amount  necessary,  $400  a year  for  each  pupil 
for  a series  of  years,  was  too  large  for  them  to  assume.  Your  committee 

thus  fears  that,  if  the  matter  of  creature  comforts  of  these  children  is 
looked  after  by  the  Commission,  little  else  can  be  expected  from  it,  since 
aid,  not  rehabilitation,  is  its  declared  policy.  But  rehabilitating  the 
blinded  is  of  paramount  necessity,  for  enforced  idleness  under  blindness 
is  harder  to  betar  than  blindness  itself,  and  makes  of  the  condition  a 
tragedy  it  need  not  be.  Hence,  the  need  of  assuring  tbe  eye  victims  of  the 
Halifax  disaster  such  school  and  vocational  training  as  their  age  and  con- 
dition admits,  and,  after  training,  placement  and  oocupation.  This  is  the 
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fflodern  principle  of  curative  occupation  continuously  applied  in  the  case 
of  those  who  must  remain  invalids  without  it,  The  Maritime  Provinces 
ipcludi-Bg  Halifax,  have  as  yet  little  well-supported  organization  for 
the  placement  of  their  blind,  and  instrumentalities  of  the  sort  are  sadly 
needed  in  most  communities  today-  Why  should  not  Halifax  be  put  among 
the  pioneers? 

FINAL  MFITING  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

All  these  matters  were  considered  in  detail  at  a three-day  meeting  of 
this  American  Red  Cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the  Halifax  Disaster, 
which  was  held  in  April  of  this  year  at  Watertown,  Mass., four  members  being 
present.  The  two  others  sent  word  that  they  were  unable  to  attend. 

The  committee  agreed  that  the  school  training  of  the  children  was  fun- 
damental and  should  be  provided  for  somehow;  that  a few  of  the  women  would 
become  resident  pupils  of  the  school,-  in  fact,  four  of  them  are  already 
there,-  and  that  the  rest  would  require  instruction  either  there  as  day 
pupils  or  at  their  homes  by  visitors  known  as  home  teachers;  that  most  cf 
the  men  might  well  attend  the  school  day  by  day  and,  since  nearly  all  of 
them  before  blindness  had  been  hand  workers  in  distinction  to  head  workers, 
they  ought  to  do  so,,  there  being  ample  room  in  its  shop  department;  that, 
as  there  were  several  children  with  impaired  vision  who  ought  not  to  be 
schooled  with  blind  children  but  kept  with  normal  associations,  so  the 
opening  and  continuance  (for  a few  years,-  at  least)  of  a class  for  semi- 
sighted  pupils  in  the  public  schools  is  highly  desirable  and  quite  in  line 
with  modern  progressive  ideas-  Both  the  Inspector  of  Schools  in  Halifax 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Education  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  have 
been  approached  on  this  subieot  by  this  committee's  chairman  in  person 
and  have  expressed  themselves  greatly  interested  in  the  project.  In  cer- 
tain cities  of  the  United  States  such  "sight- saving  * classes  have  come  to 


stay. 
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The  committee  further  agreed  that  a well-supported  campaign  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness  should  be  carried  on  in  and  about  Halifax,  both 
in  the  interests  of  these  victims  of  the  disaster  who  still  have  sight 
to  save  and  in  the  interests  of  the  community;  that,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
dition of  blindness  is  too  often  a dull  and  monotonous  one  and  for  that 
reason  requires  the  tonic  of  change,  so  the  provision  of  special  enter- 
tainment and  amusements  must  not  be  forgotten;  and  that,  finally,  provision 
for  the  employment  at  various  occupations  of  all  the  re-educated  must  be 
made  as  capstone  to  the  whole  projected  edifice,-  all  obviously  to  be 
guided  and  kept  going  by  the  proper  executive  machinery;. 


PROGRAM. 


In  considering  ways  and  means  the  committee  has  made  out  the  following 

A. 

program,  which  was  agreed  to  as  representing  on  a conservative  basis,  care- 
fully worked  out,  the  estimated  needs  of  about  100  persons  already  blind 
or  who  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  become  so  as  a consequence  of  the 
disaster:-  ^ 

SCHOOLING: 

25  children  pupils  resident,'  average  attendance  8 years, 

at  $400  a year,  $80,000 

8 men  shop  pupils,  not  resident,  for  two  years 

at  $200  a year,  3,200 

20  women  school  or  shop  pupils,  not  resident,  one  year 


at  ifegOO  a year. 

Additional  school  equipment  for  above. 
Scholarships  for  probably  4 special  cases 


4.000 

5.000 


$250  a year,  for  4 years, 


4,000  

I9472OO  n 


Total  Schooling, 


HOME  TEACHING: 


Probably  40  pupils,  1 man  teacher  and  1 woman  teacher 
at  $1250  each  a year  for  salaries  and  expenses, 
for  8 years. 


QL-A&8  IN  ■Em'frblO  SCHOOL: 


$20,000 
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” ” Both  eyes  doubtful 

” " One  eye  doubtful.. 

one  eye  blind,  other  J.K 

syes  injured  both  eyes  now  o.K. 

Unable  to  locate 

Uut  of  town,  Unlcnown 

Not  caused  by  explosion 

Died. 


M-i 

136 

141 
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84 

50 

21 
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Total  Registration 691 


TOTALLY  OR  PRACTICALLY  BLIND. 
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SIGHT-SAVING  CLASS  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL: 

1 teacher  at  $1000  a year  for  salary  and  equipment  « years,  $6,000 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS: 

Follow-up  work  for  a possible  180  people,  1 person  at 
$1300  a year  covering  salary,  oculists'  services, 
clerical  and  other  expenses,  for  5 years. 


6,500 

3,000 


AMUSEMENT  AND  ENTERTAINMENT: 

Readings,  concerts,  etc.,  $300  a year  for  10  years, 

EMPLOYMENT  AT  VARIOUS  OCCUPATIONS: 

(6oth  head  and  hand)  for  about  20  men  and  women,  average 
wages  $9  a week,  of  which  $3  a week  should  be  provided 
as  augmentation,  for  50  weeks,  each  $150  a year, 10  years 

. ^ So, 000 

Rents  and  equipment,  $1500  a year,  10  years,  15  qoO 

Foreman  and  expenses  at  $1000  a year,  10  years,  lo’oOO 

Total  Employment,  IBBJOOO  

EXECUTIVE:  ' 

Supervision,  management,  marketing  goods,  clerical  service, 

book-keeping,  office  expenses,  $400  a year  for  10  years, 40, 000 

To  produce  this  total  a present  grant  of  $200,000,  to  be  invested  s3 — 

as  to  bring  increase,  seees  necessary;  and  the  flalifai  ■sabers  of  the  oom- 

•Ittee  prefer  this  .ay.  inother  .ay  Is,  annual  grants  In  eu.s  about  as 
follows: - 


First  year. 
Second  year, 
Third  year. 
Fourth  year. 
Fifth  year,' 
Sixth  year. 
Seventh  year. 
Eighth  year. 
Ninth  year. 
Tenth  year. 


$35,  200 
26,  200 
25, 100 
25, 600 
25, 600 
23, 300 
22,800 
22,800 
9,800 
9,800 
$2267700 


RECOMMENDATIONS; 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  above  recorded  and  the  discussions  and  re- 
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flections  of  this  three-days’  meeting  the  committee  suggests,  as  the  wis- 
est aid  for  continuing  help; 

First,  that  a grant  for  re-education  and  rehabilitation  of  the  victims 
of  the  disaster  be  made  to  be  known  as  the  American  Red  Cross  Fund  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Sllnded  of  the  Halifax  Disaster  of  December  6,  1917,  either 
as  one  sum  of  $200,000,^1^  in  ten  instalments  as  shown  in  the  schedule 
above,  to  be  administered  by  the ‘Trustees  of  the  Blind  Endowment  Fund  a 
fund  begun  ln^/7y  and  properly  inccrporated  under  special  trustees,  with 
the  stipulation  that  any  of  the  funds  now  so  granted  remaining  unexpended 
for  the  specific  purposes  for  which  they  are  designated  be  at  the  end  of 
ten  years  covered  into  the  general  treasury  of  the  Blind  Endowment  Fund 
to  be  expended  according  to  the  regulations  of  that  fund. 

Second,  inasmuch  as,  owing  to  war  conditions,  the  Halifax  School  for 
the  Blind  is  in  straitened  circumstances  and  by  its  very  existence  lends 

itself  as  an  instrumentality  of  economic  value  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 

purposes  of  the  above-suggested  Red  Cross  fund,  that  a sum  of  $25,000  be 
given  outright  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  school;  and 

Third,  that,  as  the  aforesaid  Blind  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  and  Newfoundland  is  in  the  judgment  of  this  committee  a truly 
wise  and  beneficent  project  for  ameliorating  for  all  time  the  condition 
of  the  blind  of  that  part  of  Canada,  including  the  blinded  of  the  Halifax 
disaster,  so  we  recommend  that  a sum  of  iB75,000  be  appropriated  and  paid  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  Blind  Endowment  Fund  for  the  purposes  of  that  trust  as 

set  forth  in  the  statement  of  the  objects  and  regulations  thereof  in  order 

to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  blind  in  the  Maritime  Provinces, 

Respectfully  submitted. 


MINUTKS 


Perkins  Institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 
April  24  - 26,  1918. 

The  American  Red.  Cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the 
Halifax  Disaster  met  pursuant  to  call  at  10.30  A.M.,  April  24 
1918,  at  the  residence  of  the  Director,  Perkins  Institution  ’ 
Watertown,  Massachusetts.  ’ 

Thre  were  present: 

Director  Edward  E.  Allen,  Perkiijs  Institution 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Superintendent  Halifax  School  for 
the  Blind. 

Principal  0.  H.  Burrltt,  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind. 

Principal  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind. 


Absent : 


Chief  Justice  Harris  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  sent  a letter 
explaining:  his  absence  because  of  official  duties; 

Mr.  G.  B.  Ternan,  wlio  sent  a telegram  outlining  his  views. 


Mr.  Allen,  having  been  named  chairman  by  Mr.  Frank  Persons 
Director  of  Civilian  Relief,  American  Red  Cross,  called  the  meeU 
Ing  to  order  and  requested  that  a secretary  be  named.  On  motion 
Mr*  Van  Cleve  was  chosen  secretary* 


The  chairman  briefly  related  the  steps  thus  far  taken  to 
meet  the  situation  created  by  the  disaster  and  to  fulfill  the 
purpose  of  the  Committee's  appointment: 


a.  Miss  Lucy  Wright's  preliminary  survey. 

b.  Appointment  of  this  Committee  by  the  Director  of 

Civilian  Relief,  Americn  Red  Cross. 

c.  Visit  of  Messrs.  Allen  and  Van  Cleve  to  Halifax  and 

inauguration  of  Si^ht-Saving  W^ork. 

d.  Plan  of  free  clinics  and  enlistment  of  Victorian 

Order  of  Nurses. 

e.  Registration  card  devised  and  Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  called 

to  manage  registration  and  social  service  work. 

f.  Appointment  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Murphy  to  follow 

Miss  Rand's  three  months'  service. 


Frederick  Fraser,  being  called  on  for  a report  on  the 
■ ght-Saylne:  work,  spoke  of  Its  high  value,  both  as  respects 
the  public  clinics  and  the  efforts  of  the  local  oculists.  To 
these  oculists  patients  have  been  sent  by  the  Blind  Relief 
Committee  and  their  services  are  to  be  paid  for  (at  a reduced 

showed  Public  sentiment  for  some  time 

Showed  a restlessness  that  all  was  not  being  done  that  could  be 

an  saving:.  Since  the  holding  of  the  clinics  this 

Isappeared  and  there  lias  followed  apparently  general  satisfaction. 
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The  plan  as  developed  by  the  American  Red  Cross  representatives 
with  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  and  Mr.  Justice  Harris  was  to  secure  a 
' Government  Free  Clinic  at  the  School.  Dr.  Stirling  of  Montreal 
came  and  donated  his  services  for  a clinic,  hut  local  ouclists 
heinc  unsympathetic  this  elinlc  was  closed  after  three  days. 

During  the  three  days  examinations  of  80  patients  were  conducted 
bji  the  local  oaulists  with  Dr.  Stirling  as  consultant,  public 
sentiment  demanded  a reopening  and  the  Federal  Relief  Commission 
announced  a free  clinic  under  the  local  oculists  with  Dr.  N.  Darrell 
Harvey  of  Providence  as  consultant.  This  continued  8 days  with  an 
attendance  of  67  patients,  not  all  visitants  being  victims  of  the 
explosion. 


Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  was  for  3 months  in  charge  of  the  work 
of  survey  and  follow-up.  She  made  the  only  adequate  registration 
of  the  eye  cases  that  was  made  or  would  have  been  made  and  tliis 
service  has  had  a profound  Influence  in  calling  public  attention 
to  the  importance  of  this  sort  of  special  work.  Public  opinion 
now,  in  Sir  Frederick  Fraser's  opinion,  has  been  f onn ed  favorable 
to  a continuance  of  free  service  for  sight  saving  as  a matter  s* 
not  of  charity  but  of  Government  self-protection  (in  view  of  pros- 
pective pension  allowances  which  will  vary  with  degree  of  vision 
or  its  total  destruction).  Complete  registration  may  never  be 
accomplished,  but  wlien  the  applications  for  pensions  come  in  it 
is  expected  a considerable  increase  over  Miss  Rand's  registration 
will  be  shown. 

Net  results  of  the  attempt  to  conduct  a Government  clinic, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  four  members  of  this  Committee  present, 
while  not  so  great  in  a direct  way  as  hoped  for  and  as  they  would 
have  been  had  the  Government  clinic  been  established  as  planned, 
yet  side  results  in  satisfying  the  minds  of  those  blinded  that 
they  had  received  satisfactory  care  and  in  providing  systematic 
follow-up  work  have  more  than  justified  the  effort,  so  that  we 
feel  sanguine  of  the  results. 

This  Committee  feels  that  it  was  a great  misfortune  that 
the  Federal  Relief  Commission  thought  publicity  in  regard  to  the 
clinics  and  inviting  patients  to  come  was  not  warranted  and  so 
forbade  It. 

The  Halifax  Blind  Relief  Committee  was  established 
December  14,  1017,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Haldlfax  School 
for  the  Blind,  to  consist  of  four  members  of  the  Board,  four 
members  of  the  Corporation  not  members  of  the  Board,  and  Sir 
Frederick  Fraser  as  chairman.  This  Relief  Committee  has  received 
about  ^:17,000,  has  paid  for  Incidental  expenses  and  employed  a 
few  helpers  to  carry  nut  its  purposes.  It  sitLll  has  most  of  its 
funds  unexpended.  The  School  has  furnished  free  board  or  housing 
for  some  oP  these  helpers.  The  School's  expenses  and  labors  have 
been  considerably  increased  as  the  result  of  tlie  disaster,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  losses  renuirlng  repair,  ivltliout  any  reimbursement 
therefor. 


Assurances  have  been  given  that  among  those  to  be 
pensioned  on  the  basis  of  military  allotments  the  eye  Impairment 


3 


victims  will  receive  amounts  of  from  !!!20  to  $40  a month,  according 
to  the  degree  of  disability.  Those  to  he  admitted  to  the  Halifax 
Scfiool  must  he  provided  for  either  hy  provincial  and  city  support 
as  In  the  case  of  pupils  otherwise  hllnd  or  hy  Federal  Relief 
Commission  support.  It  Is  the  desire  of  the  Commission  to  assume 
this.  But  on  presentation  of  the  stihject  hy  a special  committee 
of  the  Board  of  the  School,  including  two  memhers  of  this  American 
Red  Cross  Committee,  to  the  Commission  it  was  thought  hy  the  Com- 
mission tliat  the  amount  necessary  (namely,  $400  a year  per  pupil) 
was  too  large.  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  fears  tliat  the  matter  of 
creature  comforts  will  he  looked  after  to  the  exclusion  of  education. 
Aid,  not  rehahllitation,  is  the  declared  policy  of  the  Relief 
Commission.  Estimates  of  costs  of  measures  for  re-education  and 
rehahllitation  were  discussed.  A sum  of  $226,700,  to  he  expended 
in  from  1 year  to  10  years  according  to  the  following  schedule, 
was  agreed  on  as  representing  on  a conservative  basis,  the  actual 
need  of  an  estimated  number  of  about  100  persons  already  blind  or 
who  may  become  blind  as  a consequence  of  the  disaster! 

Schooling. 


25  children  pupils  resident,  average  attendance  8 years, 
at  $400  a year,  $80,000 

8 men  shop  pupils,  not  resident,  for  two  years  at 

$200  a year,  3,200 

20  women  schoo^.  or  shop  pupils,  not  resident, 

1 year  at  $200  a year,  4,000 

Additional  school  equipment  for  ahoVe  5,000 

Scholarships  for  probably  4 special  cases 

$250  a year,  for  4 years,  4 , qqq 


Total  Schooling  $96,200 

Homo  Teaching. 

Probably  40  pupils,  1 man  teacher  and  1 woman 
teacher,  at  $1250  each  a year  for  salaries 
and  expenses,  for  8 years',  $20,000 

Sight  Savl ng  Class  in  Public  School . 

1 teacher  at  $1000  a year  for  salary  and  equipment 

6 years,  ' ' 6,000 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Follow*iup  work  for  a possible  180  people, 

1 persbn  at  $1300  a year  coinerlng  salary, 

oculists'  services,  clerical  and  other 

expenses,  for  5 years  6,500 

Amusement  and  Entertainment . 


Reading,  concerts,  etc.,  $300  a year  for  10  years,  3,000 
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Employment  at  Various  Occupations . 


(botli  head  and  hand)  for  about  20  men  and  women- 
averap:c  wages,  $9  a week  of  which  SO  a week 
should  be  provided  as  augmentation,  for  50 
weeks,  each  $150  a year,  10  years. 

Rents  and  equipment,  $1,500  a ye.ar,  10  years. 
Foreman  and  expenses  at  $1000  a year,  10  years. 

Total  Employment  - 


$30,000 

15.000 

10.000 

$55,000 


Executive. 


Supervision,  management,  marketing  goods, 
clerical  service,  book-kppping,  office 

expenses,  $4,000  a year  for  10  years,  $40,000 


To  produce  such  a sum  a present  grant  of  $200,000,  to  be  in- 
vested so  as  to  produce  increase,  seems  necessary.  Or  annual 
grants  in  sums  about  as  folloAvs; 


First  year,  $35,200 
Second, year,  26,200 
Third  year,  25,100 
Fourth  year,  25,600 
Fifth  year,  25,600 
Sixth  year,  23, $00 
Seventh  year,  22,800 
Eighth  year,  . 22,800 
Ninth  year,  9,800 
Tenth  year,  9.800 

$ 226,700 


It  appears  that  $9,000,000  are  or  will  be  available  for 
covering  the  material  losses  of  the  Halifax  people,  which  are 
conservatively  estimated  to  be  $15,000,000.  Pensions  are 
promised,  but  nothing  appears  likely  to  be  available  for  any 
rehabilitation  work  for  any  victims,  including  the  blind. 

Other  than  the  blinded  victims  may  be  provided  for  at  once  and 
their  problem  solved,  because  simple  and  usual,  as,  for  example, 
the  person  with  an  amputated  limb  may  h ve  an  artificial  one. 

But  the  problem  of  the  blinded  is  a continuing  problem,  very 
special  and  likely  to  be  handled  In  the  usual  way,  namely,  as 
one  of  charity  rather  than  one  of  real  or  permanent  relief. 

Effects  on  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  as  a result  of 
the  explosion  have  been  serious,  badly  crippling  the  work  and 
reducing  tlie  Institution’s  support.  Pfiyslcal  damages  are 
estimated  at  $8,000,  Irhlch  may  or  may  not  be  in  part  paid  for 
out  of  relief  funds;  failure  of  pupils  to  return  after  the  en- 
forced holiday  entailed  loss  of  Income  to  the  amount  of  $4,000; 
additional  items  probably  bring  up  the  total  of  loss  this  year 
due  to  the  disaster  to  $15,000,  while  the  war  conditions  of  the 
past  four  years  have  caused  a loss  of  $10,000,  putting  the 
School  for  the  Blind  behindhand  approximately  $25,000. 
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Recommendations;  In  view  of  all  the  facts  above  recorded 
and  the  discussions  and  reflections  of  this  three-days  meeting 
the  Committee  suggests,  as  the  wisest  aid  for  continuing  help^ 
First,  that  a grant  for  re-educatvon  and  rehabilitation  of  the 
victims  of  the  disaster  be  made  to  be  known  as  the  American  Red 
cross  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  the  Blinded  of  the  Halifax  Disaster 
of  December  6,  1917.  either  as  one  sum  of  ^200, 000,  or  in  ten 
Installments  as  shown  In  the  schedule  above,  to  be  admiminstered 
by  the  Trustees  of  t?ie  Blind  Endowment  Fund  (now  officially 
appointed),  with  the  stipulation  that  any  of  the  funds  now  so 
grajtted  remaining  unexpended  for  the  specific  purposes  for  w)ilch 
theV  are  designated  be  at  the  end  of  10  years  covered  into  the 
general  treasury  of  the  Blind  Endowment  i^'und  to  be  expended  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  of  that  Fund. 


Second,  that  a sum  of  $25,000  be  anpropriated  and  paid  to 
the  Board  of  Managers,  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  to 
make  good  the  losses  incident  to  disaster  and  the  war  conditions. 


Third,  that  a sum  of  $75,000  be  appropriated  and  paid  to 
tfiG  Trust-GGs  of  thiG  I31i.nd.  EndowniGnt  Eund  for*  the  pur*pos0s  of 
;that  trust  as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  the  objects  and 
regulations  thereof  in  order  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the 
blind  in  the  Maritime  Provinces, 


On  Motion,  the  above  recommendations  and  statements  were 
approved  by  unanimous  vote. 


(Signed) 


Secretary, 


MINUTKS 


Porklns  Institution 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 
April  24  - 26,  1918. 

The  American  Red.  cross  Committee  on  Eye  Victims  of  the 
Halifax  Disaster  met  pursuant  to  call  at  10,80  A.M,,  April  24, 
1918,  at  the  residence  of  the  Director,  Perkins  Institution, 
Watertown,  Massachasetts. 

Thre  were  present* 

Director  Edward  E.  Allen,  Perkins  Institution 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Superintendent  Halifax  School  for 
the  Blind. 

Principal  0.  H,  Burrltt,  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind. 

Principal  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind. 


Absent* 

Chief  Justice  Harris  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  sent  a letter 
explaining  his  absence  because  of  official  duties; 

Mr.  G.  B,  Ternan,  who  sent  a telegram  outlining  his  views, 

Mr.  Allen,  having  been  named  chairman  by  Mr,  Frank  Persons, 
Director  of  Civilian  Relief,  American  Ijed  Cross,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order  and  requested  that  a secretary  be  nsimed.  On  motion 
Mr.  Van  Cleve  was  chosen  secretary. 

The  chairman  briefly  related  the  steps  thus  far  taken  to 
meet  the  situation  created  by  the  disaster  and  to  fulfill  the 
purpose  of  the  Committee's  appointment* 

a.  Miss  Lucy  Wright's  preliminary  survey. 

b.  Appointment  of  this  Committee  by  the  Director  of 

Civilian  Relief,  Amerlcn  Red  Cross, 

c.  Visit  of  Messrs,  Allen  and  Van  Cleve  to  Halifax  and 

Inauguration  of  Sight-Saving  Work, 

d.  Plan  of  free  clinics  and  enlistment  of  Victorian 

Order  of  Nurses, 

e.  Registration  card  devised  and  Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  called 

to  manage  registration  and  social  service  work, 

f.  Appointment  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Joseph  Murphy  to  follow 

Miss  Rani's  three  months'  service. 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  being  called  on  for  a report  on  the 
Sight-Saving  workj  spoke  of  Its  high  value,  both  as  respects 
the  public  clinics  and  the  efforts  of  the  local  oculists.  To 
these  oculists  patients  have  been  sent  by  the  Blind  Relief 
Committee  and  their  services  are  to  be  paid  for  (at  a reduced 
figure)  since  December  27,  1917,  Public  sentiment  for  some  time 
showed  a restlessness  that  all  was  not  being  done  that  could  be 
done  for  sight  saving.  Since  the  holding  of  the  clinics  this 
has  disappeared  and  there  has  followed  apparently  general  satisfaction. 
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The  plan  as  developed  by  the  American  Red  Cross  representatives 
with  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  and  Mr,  Justice  Harris  was  to  secure  a 
Government  Free  Clinic  at  the  School.  Dr.  Stirllno:  of  Montreal 
came  and  donated  his  services  for  a clinic,  but  local  oucllsts 
being  unsympathetic  this  ellnlc  was  closed  after  three  days 
During  the  three  days  examinations  of  80  patients  were  conducted 
bji  the  local  ooullsts  with  Dr.  Stirling  as  consultant.  Bubllc 
sentiment  demanded  a reopening  and  the  Federal  Relief  Commission 
announced  a free  clinic  under  the  local  oai lists  with  Dr.  N Darrell 
Harvey  of  Providence  as  consultant.  This  continued  8 days  with  an 
attendance  of  67  patients,  not  all  visitants  being  victims  of  the 
explosion. 


Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand  was  for  3 months  In  charge  of  the  wnrk 
of  survey  and  follow-up.  She  made  the  only  adequate  registration 
of  the  eye  cases  that  was  made  or  would  have  been  made  and  this 
Bervlco  has  had  a profound  influence  in  calling  public  attention 
to  the  importance  of  this  sort  of  special  work.  Public  opinion 
now.  In  Sir  Frederick  Fraser's  opinion,  has  been  formed  fLorable 
to  a continuance  of  free  service  for  sight  saving  as  a matter 
not  of  charity  but  of  Government  self-protection  (In  view  of  pros- 
pective pension  allowances  which  will  vary  with  degree  of  vision 
or  Its  total  destruction).  Complete  registration  may  never  be 
jccomrUshert,  but  when  the  applications  for  penslo™  coS  in  It 
“ considerable  Increase  over  Miss  Rand's  registration 

wj.il  D0  S nOWTl  • 

attempt  to  conduct  a Government  clinic 
opinion  of  the  four  members  of  this  Committee  present, 

® direct  way  as  hoped  for  and  as  tliey  would 
have  ^een  had  the  Government  clinic  lieen  established  as  planned 
results  In  satisfying  the  minds  of  those  blinded  that  * 
they  had  received  satisfactory  care  and  In  providing  systematic 

Justified  the  effort,  so^that  ^e 
feel  sanguine  of  the  results.  « i-  ne 

tlie  Fedora feels  that  It  was  a great  misfortune  that 
Clinics  aSd  Commission  thought  publicity  In  regard  to  the 

forbade  lU  * patients  to  come  was  not  warranted  and  so 

December  Relief  Committee  was  establlslied 

for  the  BllAd^”tn*onJl«J^+  meeting  of  the  Halifax  School 

membora  no  ^ consist  of  four  members  of  the  Hoard,  four 

F?edorlck%SLr°rr''*'n^J°^  members  of  the  Board,  and  Sir 
about  417  oSr  Relief  Committee  has  received 

fow  hoinaM  4-’  paid  for  Incidental  expenses  and  emploved  a 
JSJdS  purposes,  iratlll  has  LK  S l?s 

for  some  of  tbool  School  has  furnished  free  boartl  or  housing 

been  conslderablv  School's  expenses  and  labors  have 

SlSHr  the  disaster,  to  sav 

therefor?  requiring  repair,  without  any  reimbursement 


penslonod  Riven  that  among  those  to  be 

as  s of  military  allotments  the  eye  Impairment 
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victims  will  receive  amounts  of  from  $20  to  $40  a month,  according 
to  the  degree  of  disability.  Those  to  be  admitted  to  the  Halifax 
School  must  be  provided  for  either  by  provincial  and  city  support 
as  in  the  case  of  pupils  otherwise  blind  or  by  Federal  Relief 
Commission  wupport.  It  Is  the  desire  of  the  Connnlsslon  to  assume 
this.  But  on  presentation  of  the  subject  by  a special  committee 
of  the  Board  of  the  School,  including  two  members  of  this  American 
Red  Cross  Committee,  to  the  Commission  it  was  thought  by  the  Com- 
mission that  the  amount  necessary  (namely,  $400  a year  per  pupil) 
was  too  large.  Sir  Frederick  Fraser  fears  that  the  matter  of 
creature  comforts  will  be  looked  after  to  the  exclusion  of  education 
Aid,  not  rehabilitation,  is  the  declared  policy  of  the  Relief 
Commission.  Estimates  of  costs  of  measures  for  re-education  and 
rehabilitation  were  discussed.  A sum  of  $226,700,  to  be  expended 
In  from  1 year  to  10  years  according  to  tlie  following  schedule, 
was  agreed  on  an  representing  on  a conservative  basis,  the  actual 
need  of  an  estimated  number  of  about  100  persons  already  blind  or 
who  may  become  blind  as  a coHsequence  of  the  disaster! 

Schooling. 


25  children  pupils  resident,  average  attendance  8 years, 
at  $400  a year,  $80,000 

8 men  shop  pupils,  not  resident,  for  two  years  at 

$200  a year,  3,200 

20  women  schoo).  or  shop  pupils,  not  resident, 

1 year  at  $200  a year,  4,000 

Additional  school  equipment  for  ahol^e  5,000 

Scholarships  for  probably  4 special  cases 

$250  a year,  for  4 years,  4.000 


Total  Sclioollng  $$6,2C)n 


Home  Teaching. 

Probably  40  pupils,  1 man  teacher  and  1 woman 
teacher,  at  $1250  each  a year  for  salaries 
and  expenses,  for  8 years,  $20,000 

Sight  Saving  Class  In  Public  School. 

1 teacher  at  $1000  a year  for  salary  and  equipment 

6 years,  6,000 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Follow-up  work  for  a possible  180  people, 

1 person  at  $1300  a year  cot^erlng  salary, 

oculists'  services,  clerical  and  other 

expenses,  for  5 years  6,500 

Amusement  and  Entertainment . 


Reading,  concerts,  etc.,  $300  a year  for  10  years,  3,000 
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iniiployment  at  Various  Occupations. 

(both  head  and  hand)  for  about  20  men  and  women 
average  wages,  $0  a week  of  which  $3  a week 
should  be  provided  as  augmentation,  for  60 
weeks,  each  $150  a year,  10  years. 

Rents  and  equipment,  $1,500  a year,  10  years 
Foreman  and  expenses  at  $1000  a year,  10  years 

Total  Employment  - 


Executive. 


$30,000 

16,000 

10.000 

$56,000 


Superwlslon,  management,  marketing  goodfe, 
clerical  service,  book-kpeplng,  office 
expenses,  $4,000  a year  for  10  years. 


$40,000 


To  produce  such  a sum  a present  grant  of  $200,000,  to  be  In- 
vested so  as  to  produce  Increase,  seetns  necessary.  Or  annual 
grants  In  sums  about  as  follows:  y.  ur  annual 


First  year. 
Second, ye  ar, 
Third  year. 
Fourth  year, 
^’ifth  year. 
Sixth  year. 
Seventh  year. 
Eighth  year. 
Ninth  year. 
Tenth  year. 


$35,200 
26,200 
25,100 
25,600 
25,600 

23.800 

22.800 

22,800 

9,800 

e.800 

$ 226,700 

It  appears  that  $9,000,000  are  or  will  be  e 

covering  the  material  losses  nr  available  for 

uixiy  rainer  than  one  of  real  or  permanent  relief. 

aldltional  Items  nrnhahii  f ^ ^ income  to  the  amount  of  $4,000j 

due  to  the  disaster  to  i 15  nnn^  year 

past  four  years  have  oausefi^2^i  conditions  of  the 

School  for  thrsilS  hehi^J>  $10,000,  putting  the 

Blind  Dehlnd?iand  approximately  ^25,000. 
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Recommendations t in  view  of  all  the  facts  above  recorded 
and  the  discussions  and  reflections  nf  this  three-days  meotlne 
the  Committee  auR/jiosts,  as  the  wisest  aid  for  continuing  help 
First,  that  a prant  for  re-education  and  rehabilitation  of  the 
victims  of  the  disaster  be  made  to  be  known  as  the  American  Red 
Cross  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  the  Blinded  of  the  Halifax  Disaster 
of  December  6,  1917.  either  as  one  sum  of  $200,000,  or  in  ten 
Installments  as  shown  In  the  schedule  above,  to  be  admlmlnstered 
by  the  Trustees  of  tlje  Blind  Endowment  Fund  (now  officially 
appointed),  with  the  stipulation  that  any  of  the  funds  now  so 
jrranted  rematnlnff  unexpentled  for  the  specific  purposes  for  wlilch 
they  are  designated  be  at  the  end  of  10  years  covered  into  the 
general  treasury  of  the  Blind  Endowment  Fund  to  be  expended  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  of  that  Fund, 

Second,  that  a sum  of  $26,000  bo  appropriated  and  paid  to 
the  Board  of  Managers,  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  to 
make  good  the  losses  incident  to  disaster  and  the  war  conditions. 

♦ a.  that  a s^  of  $76,000  be  appropriated  and  paid  to 

the  Trustees  of  the  Blind  Endowment  Fund  for  the  purposes  of 
that  trust  as  sot  forth  In  the  statement  of  the  objects  and 
thereof  In  order  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the 
blind  In  the  Harltlme  Provinces. 

On  Motion,  the  above  recommendations  and  statements  wore 
approved  by  unanimous  vote. 


RESULTS  Of  EYE  INJURIES 
EXPLOSION  Of  DECEMBER  6tii,  1917. 

HAJ.IE’AX  ATiD  DARTMOUTH,  N.S, 

It  Is  tventy-four  days  since  the  explosion.  In  Phat  short 
period,  twelve  emergency  hospitals  in  Halifax,  three  in  Truro,  and 
one  in  New  Glasgow,  and  twelve  or  more  emergency  dressing  stations 
have  been  organized,  and  now,  with  few  exceptions,  disbanded  or 
consolidaxed.  More  than  twenty«flve  eye  specialists  from  various 
cities  have  come  and  now,  very  generally,  gone.  These  specialists, 
with  the  help  of  other  physicians  and  nurses,  » and  in  the  first 
da^r’s  - of  any  helpers  who  might  be  at  hand,  are  generally  thought 
to  have  cared  for  at  least  one  thousand  eye  oases.  Of  these, 
five  or  six  hundred  were  without  doubt  oases  of  cuts  or  bruises 
in  which  no  question  of  enucleation  or  impaired  vision  existed. 

Of  the  remaining  four  or  five  hundred  cases  of  serious  injury  to 
the  sight  of  one  or  both  eyes,  we  have  record  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty.  Less  then  a third  of  these  appear  to  be  permanent 
injuries  to  or  enucleations  of  one  eye,  with  normal  vision  in  the 
remaining  eye,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  way  in  which  reports 
Oi  one  eye  oases  continue  to  come  in,  that  there  is  no  complete 
record  as  yet  of  this  class  of  injuries.  In  even  a short  walk 
through  the  streets  of  Halifax  from  December  21  to  January  1,  it 
has  been  common  to  meet  a half  dozen  adults  and  children  with  one 
®ye  closely  bandaged.  Thirty-eight  recorded  oases  are  known  to 
be  totally  blind,  as  many  as  the  total  of  blinded  soldiers  oon- 

of  war  to  the  whole  of  Canada. 

Increasing  daily  to  4-1  on  January  1,  I918. 
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Of  the  remaining  turo  hundred  and  five,  slxty-one  appear  to  he 
serious  conditions,  hut  the  outcome  is  not  yet  knoisn,  Tf7hile 
one  hundred  and  forty- four  are  cases  in  which  the  doubt, 
whether  to  place  them  among  one  eye  or  two  eye  permanent  in- 
juries, comes  from  inadequate  information  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  remaining  eye.  With  few  exceptions  all  records  represent 
permanent  injury  to  at  least  one  eye. 

In  considering  this  or  any  report  under  conditions 
of  the  disaster,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  it  represents  only 
the  best  information  that  is  available  at  this  date,  and  may 
be  open  to  considerable  bhenge.  No  complete  record  exists 
or  ever  can  be  made  of  the  work  done  in  the  first  days  following 
the  disaster.  jfor  a large  proportion  of  recorded  cases  still 
under  treatment,  the  end  results  cannot  be  known  for  many 
weeks  or  months,  end  with  a rapidly  scattering  population, 
only  partly  known  then.  Serious  as  the  eye  conditions  are, 
they  are  overshadowed  for  the  preseht,  even  in  cases  of  total 
blindness,  by  crushing  family  tragedies.  Several  hs-ve  died 
during  the  course  of  enquiry  end  others  ere  seriously  ill  from 
other  causes  than  eye  conditions. 

What  clear  after  all  uncertainties  have  been  con- 
sidered, ie;- 

1.  That  a remarkable  reoord  of  sight  saving  has  been  made 
under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  Imaginable. 

2.  That  from  the  nature  of  the  injuries,  much  of  the 
future  depends  upon  the  amount  of  follow^- up  work  end 
after-care  developed  from  now  on. 
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5,  That  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the  blind  population 
of  Halifax  has  been  at  least  doubled  in  a stroke, 
and  perh8.ps  trebled.  Time  only  will  tell  which. 

RECORD  OF  yORK. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Lothrop  of  the  American  Red 
Cross,  Boston,  two  workers  (Miss  Lucy  Wright  and  Miss  Amy  M. 
Hamburger)  came  to  Halifax  to  prepare  a report  on  the  "Blind 
Situation",  reaching  here  December  twenty-first. 

The  immediate  onuses  of  the  enquiry  were;. 

1.  Requests  from  the  American  Red  Cross  Committee  at  Hali- 
fax for  special  advice  in  this  direction. 

2.  A request  from  Mr.  E.  E.  Allen  of  the  Perkins  Institu- 
tion of  Boston,  that  the  American  Red  Cross  consider  the  needs 
of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  and 

5,  Newspaper  reports  to  the  effect  that  there  were  seven 
hundred  totally  blind  and  eighteen  hundred  partially  blind  in 
Halifax  as  the  result  of  the  explosion. 

Miss  Wright  with  Miss  Rate  McMahon,  Director  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  Halifax,  made  the  first  errand  here  a con- 
ference with  Sir  Praderlck  Praser  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the 
Blind.  At  this  conference  it  was  agreed  that  money  and  facte 
were  the  two  things  needed,  end  that  Miss  bright  and  Miss  Hamburger 
could  best  spend  their  time  in  Halifax  by  helping  to  pool  all  avail- 
able information  in  regard  to  eye  injuries. 

A simple  card  was  arranged  as  follows  for  indexing  all 
reported  serious  eye  injuries,  but  not  including  recovered  cases 
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of  cuts  and  bruises  in  Triaich  there  had  been  no  question  of 
impaired  vision. 


Name 


{.Write  surname  first). 


Age 


Name*  of  nearest  kin., 


Address  at  time  of  explosion. 




Date 

LEFT  EYE  — Normal  Vision 

Pftrrinlly  Blind  

Totally  Blind 

Please  return  to  American  Red  Cross,  Keith  Building,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Sir  Frederick  leaser  contributed  copies  of  all  lists  that  had 
been  reported  to  him,  and  Colonel  Bell  of  the  Medical  Relief 


Committee  me.de  available  all  lists  recorded  there. 

As  there  had  bean  no  special  rdport  on  the  eye  cases 
at  the  emergency  hospitals  at  New  G-lasgow  and  Truro,  where 
four  emergency  hospitals  had  been  opened  at  the  time  of  the  diS'- 
aster,  Mies  Wright  and  Miss  Hamburger  were  advised  to  visit  there 
promptly,  end  did  so.  They  fotind  a total  of  fifteen  eye  in- 
juries, with  loss  of  one  eye  in  fourteen  cases,  and  both  eyes 
in  one  case.  Additional  cards  for  reporting  were  left  with 
the  eye  specialists  in  both  towns. 

When  the  various  returns  had  been  compiled  on  uniform 
cards,  three  duplicate  lists  were  arranged;  (1)  alphabetical; 

(2)  by  hospitals;  (J)  by  age  groups,  and  eye  conditions  of 
three  classes;- 
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(a)  Totally  or  practioally  blind. 

(b)  Doubtful,  that  is,  all  reports  of  "both  eyes  injured", 
"one  eye  enucleated,  other  under  treatment",  and  any 

condition  that  seemed  to  require  a follovr-up  and  was 
not  clearly  to  be  classed,  either  as  "totally  or  prac-^ 
tically  blind"  or  "one  eye  enucleated,  other' eye 
normal  vision", 

(c)  One  eye  enucleated,  other  eye  normal  vision. 

List  1 (Alphabetical)  was  taken  to  the  registration 
department  to  check  for  addresses  or  other  information.  List  2 
was  taken  to  each  hospital  for  additions  and  up-to-date  informa- 
tion, This  work  was  handled  by  Mias  Hamburger  with  the  help 
of  Medical-Social  workers  attached  to  the  various  hospitals, 
and  Miss  Mary  and  Miss  Agnes  Murphy  of  Halifax, 

In  the  meantime,  through  the  co-operation  of  workers 
of  the  He-habilitation  Oommittee  under  Miss  Bird,  the  Medical- 
Social  workers  under  Miss  Emerson,  and  the  Nursing  Service  under 
Miss  O'Brien,  cards  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a large  group 
of  workers  doing  visiting  in  the  homes.  Cards  were  also  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Mr,  Dexter,  who  was  sent  by  the  Rehabilitation 
Conmittee  to  visit  refugees  in  ell  out- lying  cities  and  towns. 

A plan  for  district  canvass  had  been  proposed,  but  with 
so  many  patients  still  in  hospital,  and  fifty  or  sixty  nurses 
and  visitors  coming  and  going  in  the  districts,  it  seemed  best 
to  try  this  plan  first,  and  postpone,  with  questions  of  follow- 
up and  after-care,  the  filling  out  by  special  workers  of  a fuller 
schedule  relating  to  blindness.  (See  end  of  report).  Many 

patients,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  were  still  too  ill  to  be  spoken 
with. 
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In  the  meantlaie,  impresaions  of  numbers  and  extent  of 
Injuries  -were  to  be  gathered  by  conference  with  eye  physicians 
and  other.  Mias  Wright  sew  Dr.  fred  E,  Stephens  of  Boston 
City  Hospital  at  St.  Mary's  College  Hospital;  Dr.  J.  W.  Patton 
of  Truro,  who  was  at  Camp  Hill  Hospital  immediately  after  the 
explosion  end  later  at  the  Truro  emergency  hospitals;  Dr.  R. 
Evatt  Mathers  of  54  l/2  Morris  Street,  Halifax,  who  worked  at 
the  Victoria  General  Hospital  and  at  a small  emergency  hospital 
at  his  own  office;  Capt,  Swartz  of  the  Hova  Scotia  Hospital  and 
later  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  emergency  hospital;  Dr,  Duffee  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  who  worked  with  the  Bellevue  Military 
Hospital  and  later  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hospital,  and  Colonel 
Ring  Smith  of  the  Cogswell  Street  Military  Hospital. 

Eollowing  is  a letter  from  Dr,  George  Cox  of  Hew 
Glasgow,  which  gives  an  idea  of  impressions  gained  in  this  way. 
There  seems  to  be  a general  rough  agreement  as  to  numbers  and 
tncertaintles  of  outcome  due  to  delayed  care,  refusal  to  have 
enucleation,  questions  of  foreign  bodies,  euid  the  general 
uncerteinty  as  to  results  following  these  unprecedented  causes 
of  eye  injury. 

Two  instances  were  reported  in  which  individuals  who 
had  lost  an  eye  earlier  in  life,  lost  the  remaining  eye  in  the 
explosion.  One  Instance  occurred  in  which  a glass  eye  was  shat- 
tered and  the  remaining  eye  happily  untouched.  One  physician 
showed  a half-inch  triangle  of  glass  which  he  had  removed  froii 
an  eye  where  it  had  penetrated  to  the  optic  nerve.  Another 
showed  a ha If- inch  square  of  glass  which  he  had  removed  under 
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Blmllar  conditions.  A few  eyes  were  reported  ruined  by  blows, 
but  the  "blizzard  of  glass"  was  the  one  great  cause  of  eye  daaiage . 


(Copy) 

Wew  Glasgow, 

December  28th, 


"Dear  Madam, - 

"I  regret  I could  not  meet  you  when  you  were  here;  a 
special  rush  of  work  this  month  has  employed  all  my  hours. 

"Of  course  I take  it  your  enquiry  applies  solely  to 
oases  connected  with  the  explosion.  As  to  the  cases  with  which 
I dealt  aX  Halifax,  I have  no  records,  I was  there  from  six 
P.M.  that  Thursday  until  the  following  Tuesday,  The  first  twenty- 
ta\iT  hours  it  was  ^ question  of  dealing  as  rapidly  as  possible  with 
a huge  mess  of  people  at  Oamp  Hill  where  I was,  I could  waste  no 
time  that  day  on  notes  or  records,  if  the  facilities  had  been 
there.  As  to  how  many  oases  of  loss  of  one  or  both  eyes  passed 
under  my  care  the  first  two  days,  I oan  therefore  form  no  idea. 
Beginning  Saturday  afternoon,  however,  I was  able  to  have  a 
record  kept  and  to  begin  a census  of  the  eye  cases  on  the  lower 
floor  of  the  Hospital  which  had  been  my  private  preserve,  and 
these  records  were  left  at  the  Hospital,  Meantime  of  course 
the  cases  were  rapidly  being  dispersed  so  that  as  you  now  real- 
ize, it  will  be  a matter  of  time  and  search  and  advertising  to 
reach  them. 

"I  imagine  there  is  a good  deal  of  exaggeration  in  the 

guesses  as  to  the  number  of  totally  blinded,  5^0,  400,  200  and 

V 

/(d  on.  I don't  know,  but  I judge  one  hundred  will  cover  the 
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final  total.  That  will  Include  the  number  vho  in  the  next 
feTT  weeks,  or  months  or  a year  may  lose  the  sight  of  the  re- 
maining eye  from  S3nnpathetic  ophthalmia,  either  from  foreign 
bodies  left  in  the  eye  or  from  the  nature  of  the  wounds  of  the 
Injured  eye  not  removed  but  treated  'conservatively*. 

"But  you  will  understand  this  is  only  jgy.  guess  — 

and  it  is  bad  enough  at  best. 

"I  have  had,  since  T came  home,  to  remove  three 
•single'  eyes  from  victims  and  enclose  their  cards;  in  each  case 
there  is  no  danger  of  impairment  of  the  other  eye, 

"To  amplify  my  remarks  as  to  the  numbers,  it  must  be 
remembered  th8.t  not  all  the  operations  done  on  eyes  were  enuclea- 
tions. There  was  no  wild  orgy  of  taking  out  eyes.  In  my 
own  work  I know  there  was  a large  number  of  'repair  jobs', 
iridectomies,  trimming  up  prolapsed  irises,  suturing  wounds 
of  cornea  and  sclerotic,  and  so  on. 

"Many  of  these  to  my  knowledge  did  well;  others  when 
I left  Halifax  were  still  in  doubt;  some  had  been  desperate 
attempts  to  save  a fraction  of  vision  in  one  eye  where  the  other 
had  been  tot8.11y  lost.  So  that  I fear  some,  perhaps  quite  a 
number,  of  these  may  prove  failures  and  finally  fall  under 
the  dread  classification  of  'Blind'. 

"Pl^ease  pardon  this  hurried  letter.  I am  afraid  I 
can  give  you  little  Information  of  service,  but  I know  you 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  problem  by  now,  and  have  no  doubt 
your  organization  will  be  able  to  afford  a great  deal  of  much 

needed  assistance  in  this  connection. 

"I  am,  Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  "George  H.  Cox." 
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rollo-wing  ie  the  list  of  Eye  Specialists  so  far  se- 
cured. Later  official  reports  from  Colonel  Bell's  office  will, 
vithout  doubt,  complete  this  and  other  records:- 


Dr.  1.  M.  Crosby,  Y.M.C.A,  Military  - from  Boston. 

Dr.  Robt.  G.  Loring,  Halifax  Infirmary,  Bellevue  Military, 

and  Old  Colony  Emergency  - from  Boston. 

Dr.  Roland  McKenzie 
and 

Dr.  Goodall,  froit  the  Massaohusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 

Boston. 

Dr,  Ered  N.  Stephens,  St.  Mary's  College  Hospital  - from  City 

Hospital,  Hoston. 

Dr,  N.  Darrell  Harvey,  Bellevue  Military  Hospital  - from 

Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Harry  Messenger,  " " " 

Dr.  Edvard  T.  Duffee 
and 

Dr.  P.  W.  Hess,  Bellevue  Military  and  Y.  M.  C.  a.  Emergency  - 

from  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Chlpman,  Dr,  Crockett,  and  Dr.  Baker  - from  St.  John,  H.  B. 

Dr.  George  H.  Cox,  Camp  Hill  and  Rev  Glasgow  Emergency  Hospital  - 

from  Wev  Glasgow,  H.  S, 

Dr.  J.  W.  Patton,  Camp  Hill  and  Truro  Emergency  Hospitals  - 

from  Truro,  H,  S, 

Dr.  P.  S.  Kinsman,  " " " " " 

Dr.  Gaudier  - Dartmouth,  N,  S. 

Capt,  Swartz,  Nova  Scotia  and  Y.  M.  C.  A,  Hospitals  - from 

Halifax,  N,  S. 

Capt.  Took,  Camp  Hill  Military  Hospital  - from  Q.uebeo  Military 

Hospital,  C.  A.  M.  C. 

Capt.  Cunningham  - Cogswell  Street  Military  Hospital,  Halifax, H.S. 

Dr,  R.  Evatt  Mathers  - Victoria  General  Hospital  and  ^4  l/2  Morris 

Street,  Halifax,  H.S. 

Dr.  S.  J.  McLennon,  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  Dr.  A.  E.  Doull,  and  Dr,  A.H. 

Pearman,  - all  of  Halifax,  N.  S. 


Sadness  of  The 
^s  a Result  of 
Fragedy  in  Halifax 


Dr.  I\l.  D.  Harvey,  the  Occulist 
With  the  Rhode  Island  Red 
Cross  Unit,  Speaks  of  the 
I Condition  in  This  City. 

M HAI^1PA.X.  r>e«?en»lvfrr  16 — “Orve  of 
1 the  saddest,  effects  of  this,  awful  dK*^- 
l I aster.”  said  Dr.  X.  D.  Harvey  last 
; rrlg'ht,  “will  be  the  great  number  of 
(blind  It  will  leave  in-  Halifax.  Prob- 
-:ably  two  hundred  children,  will  be 
- 1 R'trhtle.^'s  and  a deplorable  nunrher  of 
_ iadulitis.” 

I Dr.  Harvey  is  the  ovniUst  in  charge 
t*wlth  the  Rhode  Island  Red  ('ross  unit 
. I and  is  a.«*sls>t€'*  by  Dr.  Harry  Mes.^eti- 
jger.  He  ks  warm  in  his  praUse  o'f 
, fho  work  that  was  done  by  the  Hali- 
fax civil  aiul  mllitarv  doctors  in-  those 
. first  awful  hours  of  agony  and  It  was 
^ 'vlth  a splendid  splrU  of  wlUingness 
I came  -to  ‘their  a^^slslance  'f'or 

I 'Or.  Harvey  i.«  a Ha^g^f>nIan  by  birth. 

, hav’Jrg  left  this  city  In  the  late 
»ightie.«f.  Tie  ‘l.s  a t!ou»ln  of  C.  H. 

’ Harvey,  of  the  marine' and  fisheries. 

» ^ /’A^  regrettable  feature  of  the  sltua- 
* t.on.  sa-Id  the  doctor  last  nig'ht.  "ie 
^Ithe  fact  thfl,i  there  were  maffy  children 
, whoso  eyeis  were  Injured  who  were  n-ot 
• sent  at  once  to  the  hospital-s  for  pro- 
j>er  care.  New  oases  are  being  dis- 
covered e.v«r>'  day  where  If  the  oatienta 
had  l>ee^n  taken  at  once  to  the  hotfH 
o.lals  something  might  have  bee.o  done 
to  !«ave  their  sight.  It  Is  easy  to 
tjndewjtand.  how-ever,  how  the  Injured 
. would  prefer  to  »t<ay  at  horoe. 
thlrikir«g  that  they  were  making  room 
ror  more  aerloua  cases.  Our  unit  Is 
oonducilng  a careful  and  «vtftemtttlc 
in  homos  that  should 
be  attended  to  at  th<i  earliesr  possible  i 
indent.  The  headquarters  of  the 
unit  are  all  the  Halifax  Inflrmarv.”  1 


DID  VALIANT  WORK. 


Dr.  M.  Darrell  Harvey,  son  of  the 
late  John  H.  Harvey,  South  Park  St., 
and  one  of  the  best  known  eye  speci- 
alists In  the  United  States,  residing  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  on  hearing  of  the 
disaster,  fel/t  tlhat  It  was  his  duty  to 
return  to  his  native  city  to  lend  what 
aid  he  could  to  tho  distressed.  He, 
with  Major  Hough,  arrived  late  Satur- 
day night,  and  in  the  storm  Sunday 
they  made  a house-to-house  visit  to  a 
large  number  of  places  In  the  North 
End  attending  to  injured  people.  A 
simple  Instance  of  their  good  work 
may  be  given.  They  met  a little  girl  1 
in  the  street  with  her  eye  bandaged  < 
up.  Dr.  Harvey  made  enquiriee  of  the  f 
little  girl  and  she  said  she  had  got  a 1 
piece  of  glass  in  her  eye.  The  doctor  t 
took  her  In  a hallway,  and  removing  ■’ 
'the  bandage,  found  the  pupil  if  the  eye 
protruding.  He  at  once  attended  to  the 
I little  girl’s  injuries.  Other  medical 
people  are  here  from  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  Lieut.-Governor  of  that  State 
has  offered  et  ery  asslstauoe  • to  our 
people. 


NUMBERS. 
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Very  briefly  and  simply  analyzed,  the  records  so  far 
secured  ahow^  the  following  results;- 


To telly  or  practically  blind 38  (3  cases  added 

(January  1,  19 18; 

(1  by  transfer 
(from  "doubtful"; 

(2  newly  registered. 


Doubtful  (either  inadequate  inform- 
ation (144-)  or  outcome  not  yet 


settled  (61) 205 

One  eye  lost  but  the  remaining 

eye  normal  vision 85 

Recovered  vision  both  eyes 2 

Total 33O- 


Of  38  blind,  11  are  male,  27  female. 
The  age  groups  are  as  follows:- 


Under  6 years, 
6 to  20  years, 
21  to  40  years 
41  to  60  years 
Age  not  stated 


4 (2  male,  2 female) 
6 (3  " 3 " ) 

21  (5  " 16  " ) 

4 (1  H 5 H ) 

3 (0  " 3 " ) 


Total 38 


The  group  of  205  marked  "doubtful"  represents  the  group 
from  which  by  follow-up  we  should  in  time  be  able  to  place  each 
one  in  one  of  the  three  divisions :r.  Totally  blind  in  both  eyes; 
blind  in  one  eye,  normal  vision  in  other  eye;  or  recovered  sight  in 
both  eyes.  There  is  little  reason  to  expect  that  many  who  have  been 
registered  in  this  list  will  belong  in  this  last  group. 
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Of  205  oases  doubtful  in  this  sense,  75  are  male, 
1 32  f eraal  e , 


The  age  groups  are  as 

follows;- 

Under  6 years 

15  (Male 

7 

iremale  8} 

6 to  20  years 

1! 

8 

" 22) 

21  to  40  years 

58  ( 

tt 

15 

" 45) 

41  to  60-yeBrs 

....  31  ( 

t! 

IP 

" 19) 

Age  not  stated 

....  71  ( 

H 

55 

" 58) 

Total 205 

Of  these  205  cases,  144-  appear  to  have  had  serious  injury, 
but  there  is  not  definite  information  enough  to  Judge  outcome;  6l 
appear  to  have  \mfavorable  prognosis,  but  the  final  outcome  is  not 
yet  given,  probably  not  yet  known. 

The  group  "One  eye  blind  and  one  eye  normal  vision"  nm- 
bers  only  8?;  all  cases  in  which  there  was  not  a clear  statement 
of  normal  vision  in  the  remaining  eye  have  been  left  in  "doubtful". 
Of  these  87  oases,  28  are  males,  59  females.  The  age  groups  are 
as  follows 


Under  6 years 

...  5 

(Male 

1 

Female 

4) 

6 to  20  years 

...22 

( " 

10 

H 

12) 

21  to  40  years 

...51 

( " 

9 

It 

22) 

41  to  60~  years 

...  18 

( " 

6 

It 

12) 

Age  not  stated 

...  9 

( " 

2 

II 

7) 

Recovered  vision  in 

both  eyes. . . , 

...  2 

( " 

0 

2) 

Total 


87 
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The  needs  suggested  by  these  figures  are  tiro;  (1)  Weed 
of  adequate  permanent  provision  for  follow-up  work  and  after-care 
especially  for  the  205  "doubtful”  cases,  ?2)  Need  for  added  re- 
sources for  education  and  cere  of  both  young  blind  children  and 
blind  adults,  but  especially  of  women  who  constitute  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  the  group  from  21  to  40  years  of  age. 


(1)  JOLLQW-UP  WOag  TOIL  PREVENTIOK  Og.  HEEDLESS  BLINDNESS. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  eye  speolalist  as  to  uncer- 
tainty of  outcome  in  many  cases,  the  practical  problem  can  best  be 
illustrated  by  special  instances  as  follows 

(1)  A child  who  received  a blow  in  the  eye  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion  had  no  trouble  iintil  two  weeks  later,  when 

she  was  suddenly  unable  to  open  the  eye.  Her  mother  so  far 
refuses  treatment  for  her, 

(2)  A woman  who  received  a blow  near  the  eye  at  the  time  of 
the  explosion,  had  no  trouble  for  two  weeks,  when  the  eye 
suddenly  went  blind. 

(5)  One  of  the  emergency  hospitals  which  may  at  any  time  be 
closed  reports  a child  of  4 I/2  years  with  a perforating 
wound  in  cornea  and  iris,  and  a question  of  glass  in  the 
eye-ball.  The  child  is  to  return  to  the  out  patient 
department  regularly,  and  all  is  well  until  the  hospital 
is  closed. 

(4)  A‘ woman  of  50  who  has  a jagged  wound  in  the  eye,  was  ad- 
vised to  have  one  eye  enucleated;  she  is  pregnant  and 
frightened.  Her  feeling  can  be  understood,  but  she 
risks  losing  both  eyes. 

(5)  Another  t3npe  of  case  is  represented  by  a family  in  which 
a child  of  5 1/2  years  had  one  eye  enucleated  during  the 
early  house-to-house  canvass,  but  has  had  no  medical 
care  for  a long  time  since.  The  father,  who  has  had  no 
medical  cere  at  any  time,  has  what  appears  to  be  a serious 
injury  to  the  knee-cap;  the  family  appears  to  be  still  in 
a state  of  shook  and  to  need  follow-up  in  every  sense 

of  the  word. 
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The  particular  cases  cited  here  will  get  attention 
because  they  are  now  known.  They  are  given  here  only  by  way 
of  illustration  of  types  of  need,  upon  provision  for  which  eo 
much  of  the  future  for  eye  cases  depends.  The  importance  of 
considering  these  needs  is  especially  clear  when  we  realize 
that  Halifax  is  a City  without  a permanent  Eye  Clinic,  end  with 
only  six  or  seven  eye  specialists,  of  whom  not  all  are  active. 

For  the  moment,  the  situation  is  covered  by  the  emergency  hos- 
pitals and  the  large  number  of  nurses  and  social  workers  in 
the  districts.  Through  group  meetings  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  acquaint  ell  now  in  the  field,  both  social  workers  and 
nurses,  with  the  facts  here  outlined,  but  in  view  of  the  habit, 
in  all  times,  of  delay  in  going  to  the  doctor,  and  the  fact 
that  eye  conditions,  as  only  one  of  the  causes  of  suffering 
of  refugees,  may  easily  be  neglected,  it  is  imperative  to  have 
a definite  understanding  how  after-care  is  to  be  managed  in 
Halifax  from  now  on.  It  is  to  be  remembered  tbit  the  "follow-up" 
idea  from  a preventive  or  public  health  point  of  view,  has  not  been 
developed  in  Halifax  up  to  the  present  time.  The  need  is,  how- 
ever, so  clear,  and  the  response  to  the  suggestion  has  been  so 
prompt,  that  it  seems  practicable  to  carry  out,  if  an  acceptable 
plan  can  be  made , In  making  a plan,  the  character  of  the 
refugee  families  of  Halifax  should  be  kept  clearly  in  mind. 

They  represent  a group  of  self-directing  citizens,  economically 
Independent  before  disaster.  They  have  been  accustomed  to 
making  their  own  plana  and  not  to  being  planned  for.  Whatever 
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arrangements  are  made  should  be  wholly  acceptable  from  their 
point  of  view.  Nothing  has  been  more  impressive  in  Halifax 
than  the  unfailing  recognition  of  this  fact,  as  shown  in  the 
attitude  of  more  fortunate  citizens  of  Halifax  towards  their 
suffering  neighbors.  Inevitably  this  is  not  as  keenly  sensed 
by  strangers  who  have  developed  efficient  plans  of  work  often 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  an  utterly  different  population. 

Eye  specialists  make  clear  that  the  slightest  pain 
or  inflammation  when  there  is  question  of  a foreign  body 
like  glass  in  the  eye,  is  to  be  instantly  heeded.*  They  ass'Jire 
us  that  many  eyes  were  lost  in  the  district  because  of  the  de- 
layed treatment.  This  is  to  be  empha.slzed  and  re-emphasized. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  eyes  have  never  before  been 
put  to  the  terrible  teste  that  characterize  this  disaster. 
Several  physicians  have  suggested  the  possibility  of  simple 
printed  directions  for  wide  distribution,  advising  that  heed 
be  paid  to  s3nQiptoms,  and  the  advice  of  the  nearest  oculist 
sought.  If  approved  by  medical  authorities,  some  such 
notice  as  the  following  might  be  tried;?- 

PRQMPT  TOCPBHT  PARE  SAVES  SIGHT. 

If  you  or  any  of  your  family  or  neighbours  who 
suffered  by  the  explosion  of  December  6,  notice  the  least 
pain  or  inf lariimatlon  of  the  eye,  be  sure  to  seek  the  advice 
of  the  nearest  eye  specialist  at  oncel  Many  eyes  are  lost 
through  delay.  Eyes  have  never  before  in  the  world  been  so 
endangered  by  glass  as  in  this  explosion,  and  the  greatest 
care  is  necessary  that  not  a.  single  one  may  be  needlessly 
added  to  the  blind  population.  The  greatest  dangers  are;- 
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Delay  In  removal  of  foreign  bodies;- 

Even  slight  pain  and  inf laramation  may  he  a 
sign  of  the  presence  of  glass. 

Danger  of  losing  both  eyes  by  failure  to  take 

care  of  the  ln.1ured  one, 

" Sympathetic  ophthalmia"  this  is  called.) 

YOUR  EYES  ARE  YOUR  BREAD  WINMERS,  TAKE  CARE  OF  THEM.. 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 

December,  1917, 


Approved  by 

Printed  material  of  some  such  kind,  supplemented  by 
a list  of  eye  specialists  and  clinics,  temporarily  or  permanent- 
ly available,  xaay  be  distributed  through  many  sources.  For 
work  in  individual  cases,  it  seems  probable  that  a special 
nurse  attached  to  a permanent  district  nursing  staff  to  de- 
vote herself  to  eye  problems  in  co-operation  with  special 
after-care  workers  attached  to  the  School  for  the  Blind,  might 
be  the  means  of  working  out  the  whole  problem. 

(2)  PROVISION  FOR  CARE  OF  THE  BLIRD. 

Heed  for  provision  of  special  care  for  the  blind 
falls  in  two  lines;  (l)  The  immediate  need  of  an  experienced 
after-care  worker,  recogniaed  especially  at  the  Hospitals, 
and,  (2)  need  of  funds  for  special  resources  for  training 
and  cere,  more  particularly  of  women  and  chilaren. 

ihe  immediate  need  of  an  experienced  after-care  work- 
er, preferably  attached  to  uhe  Hchool  for  the  Blind,  to  whom 
cases  reedy  for  discharge  from  the  Hospitals  or  already  die- 
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charged,  may  be  referred  for  special  cere,  ia  already  felt. 

This  ia  as  urgent  as  preventive  work,  I'lot  only  because  reassur- 
ing care  is  needed  for  the  newly  blind  through  some  one  who  knows 
what  life  in  the  dark  means,  and  has  confidence  in  the  use  of 
other  senses  then  that  of  sight,  but  because  persons  blinded  in 
this  disaster  have  endured  other  sufferings  which  increase  im- 
measurably what  has  in  itself,  heretofore,  been  considered  tne 
most  tragic  physical  deprivation  in  human  life,  Patients  in  hos- 
piLals  are  beginning  to  be  ready  for  the  "curative  occupations" 
that  may  help  them  ^o  face  what  is  before  them. 

4 

Some  of  the  individuals  now  in  hospital,  nearing  the 
time  of  discharge,  who  need  e kind  of  care  for  which  few  commun- 
ities have  special  provision,  are  as  follows;- 

(1)  A woman  of  $1  now  totally  blind  is  a patient  in  one 
hospital,  while  her  little  daughter,  § years  of  age, 
totally  blind,  is  a patient  in  another,  iVo  other 
children  of  this  mother  were  killed  in  the  explosion 
and  two  were  badly  cut,  but  7/ill  recover.  The  husband 
and  father  was  killed  at  his  work.  This  mother  wanted 
to  be  told  about  what  blind  women  may  do,  and  felt 
that  there  v/ould  be  real  chances  in  life  for  her  little 
blind  daughter,  but  few  for  herself. 

(2)  In  another  family,  the  mother,  years  old,  is  totally 
blind,  the  father  has  lost  one  eye,  and  a child,  aged  5, 
is  totally  blind.  There  were  seven  children  in  all 

in  this  family,  of  whom  the  remaining  six  are  being 
cared  for  by  aged  grandparents.  One  of  these  chil- 
dren is  tubercular, 

(3)  A young  wife  of  I9,  whose  husband  is  in  the  Army,  is 
still  in  hospital,  four  months  pregnant,  end  freatic 
over  practical  blindness, 

(^)  In  another  family,  the  mother  was  killed.  The  father, 
a discharged  disabled  soldier,  who  has  lost  one  leg, 
was  not  injured  in  the  explosion.  When  their  two 
children,  lixtle  girls,  wore  seen  in  one  hospital,  cne, 
about  2 1/2  years  old,  lied  had  one  eye  enucleated,  a 
Jiand  nearly  severed  by  cute,  and  bad  cuts  on  face;  the 
otner  child,  about  20  months  old,  had  had  to  have  both 
eyes  enuoleated.  The  visiting  w-orkers  met  the  volunteer, 
heretofore  inexperienced  in  nursing,  who  had,  the  night 
of  the  disaster,  held  these  children  during  the  operations. 
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(5)  A mother,  ^5  years  of  age,  nor  totally  blind,  had  five 
children,  of  whom  one  is  missing,  one  lost  a leg,  one 

is  suffering  from  other  serious  injury,  and  one  is  totally 
blind.  The  father  was  probably  killed,  as  he  has  been 
missing  since  the  explosion.  The  child  of  their  married 
daughter  is  also  totally  blind  and  badly  mutilated, 

(6)  A mother  of  59,  totally  blind,  had  a child  of  1C  totally 
blinded  in  tiie  explosion,  who  has  since  died.  A second 
child,  aged  12,  has  lost  one  eye.  The  husband;  a soldier, 
is  in  the  trenches,  overseas. 

Ko  recommendation  can  be  made  for  appropriation  of 
money,  or  offer  of  service  for  the  blind  of  halifax,  without 
an  xmderstending  of  local  provision  for  care  of  the  blind. 
Halifax  is  the  one  community  in  Canada  equipped  wi^h  a 
School  for  the  Blind  of  international  reputation,  which 
ceres  for  both  children  and  adults.  It  is  the  School  for 
the  Maritime  ProTinces.  (See  accompanying  Annual  Heport) , 
There  is  Government  provision  for  payment  to  the  School 
of  an  allowance  for  education  for  ail  blind  persons  from 
six  to  twenty-one  years  of  age.  There  is  also  provision 
for  appropriation  for  the  special  training  of  adults 
recommended  as  suitable  candidates.  The  School  has  also 
taken  pert  in  the  training  of  a small  group  of  soldiers 
disabled  by  blindness.  Since  the  war,  the  finances  of 
^his  School  have  naturally  been  affected  as  have  those  of 
other  institutions.  It  is  a difficult  problem  for  any 
Institution  in  a community  doubly  taxed  by  war  and  dis- 
aster to  face  suddenly  the  needs  of  e blind  population,  - 
at  least  doubled,  end  an  increase  in  the  blind  population 
in  an  entirely  new  direction,  » notably  of  women  between 
the  ages  of  21  and  4-5.  bork  for  the  blind  is  in  any  case 
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expensive,  and  in  case  of  provision  for  women  to  whom  few  and 
ill-paid  occupations  are  open,  and  in  this  instance  of  women  de- 
prived of  their  natural  means  of  support  as  well  as  their  sight, 
the  cost  will  inevitably  be  great.  Vftiatever  action  the  Govern- 
ment tahes,  it  is  sure  to  be  delayed  by  complex  questions  in- 
volved in  settlement,  ajid  it  is  wholly  conceivable  that  the  form 
of  relief  decided  upon  may  not  touch  the  questions  of  shelter 
and  curative  occupation  that  are  so  immediate,  1‘ho  privilege 
of  assuming  a share  in  bearing  this  burden  is  open  to  the 
American  Ked  Gross. 

Sir  Frederick  and  Lady  Eraser  have  already  opened 
their  owTi  apartments  for  the  care  of  blinded  infants  when  they 
are  ready  for  discharge  from  the  various  hospitals  and  have  passed 
the  need  for  medical  and  surgical  care. 


Sir  Frederick  and  I.adv  Fraser 
have  offered  their  little  son’s 
nursery  to  all  the  children  who 
as  the  result  of  the  great  cataatro 
phe  have  lost  the'r  sight— most 
piteous  fate!  Master  Fred  la 
very  keen  indeed  to  h-ve  the  small 
sufferers  eorne  in  and  very  eager 
to  do  his  hit  to  make  them'  hanpy. 
Sir  Frederick,  eve-  on  the  alert  to 
fsecure  for  the  I)Fr.-l  the  fuHrirt 
possible  rdvaijtage  both  in  the  mat, 
ter  of  skil’ed  medical  attee-itlon 
Slid,  tl’e  edncetion.  which  takes 
svcay  the  chief  terror  of  blindness 
fdenerdencel.  has  been  profound-' 
!lv  stirred,  as  has  Lody  Fraser,  by 
the  wide  spread  iniiirv  -to  eves, 
and, both  in  conve-sntion  with  The 
Herald  expressed  the  hope  that  suf- 
fering little  children  would  be 
brought  to  the  nuraerv.  where  they 
vfill  he  given  the  tenderest  care. 


..J 


TO  OPEN  NURSERY. 

Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  open  a Nursery  in  the 
Superintendent’s  apartments, 
School  for  the  Blind,  for 
babies  blinded  by  the  explo- 
sion, where  the  little  ones  will 
be  tenderly  cared  for.  Appli* 
I cations  for  the  reception  of 
' all  children  under  six  years  of 
age  should  be  made  to  Lady 
Fraser,  School  for  the  Blind. 

, deoia  41 


19 

ffrom  the  Board  and  Corporation  of  the  School 
for  the  Blind,  a Committee  was  appointed  on  December  15th 
as  follows,  for  Halifax  Blind  Helief  work. 


Jxepresenting  the  Board;  Charles  Archibald 

Sir  M.  Bl.  Baly,  K-.GX.Q. 

M.  Brookfield 

Mr.  «^ustice  Harris,  Vice-chairman, 

(Cheinnan,  iTinauce  Committee, 
Halifax  Helief) 


Bepresenting  the 

Corporation;.  W.  A,  Black 

Q,  McCregor  Mitchell  ) Supply  Committee, 

) Halifax 

A.  H.  Whitman  ) belief 

C,  B,  Ternan  - Secretary 


Sir  Frederick  eraser  Chairman 


Various  contributions  of  small  amounts  have  been 
sent  to  this  Committee,  following  is  an  illustration;- 
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Upon  leaving  Halifax  January  1,  the  two  wonijc^rs 
Bent  by  Mrs.  Lothrop,  with  the  approval  of  Mr.  C,  0.  Ceretene 
and  Miss  Mcliahon  turned  over  to  Sir  i'rederick  i’xaser  ListaB 
1 and  5 - the  alphabetical  and  classified  lists  of  eye  injuries,  and 
left  with  Mr.  Carstens  List  2,  the  BBUie  cases  arranged  by  hospitals 

and  other  sources  of  report. 

In  discussing  this  question  of  eye  injuries  at  Halifax, 
three  questions  usually  come  up;  do  you  account  for  the 
early  reports  of  numbers?  How  do  you  account  for  the  large  pro- 
portion of  women?  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  final  results? 
Answers  to  these  questions  can  be  based  partly  on  fact,  partly 
on  impressions. 

The  early  figures  were  very  naturally  exaggerated. 

In  hospitals  and  on  streets,  the  obviously  large  numbers  of 
bandaged  eyes  still  leave  you  with  the  feeling  that  figures  of 
any  size  might  be  true.  If  you  did  not  know  that  patients  were 
often  transferred  from  one  hospital  to  anotiier  and  counted  three 
times,  that  two  physicians  who  worked  on  the  same  case  each  re- 
ported it,  and  that  e very  large  number  of  injuries  were  out- 
side the  eye  rather  then  injury  to  the  eye  itself,  you  might 
still  believe  some  of  the  higher  estimates. 

Ihiowledge  of  individual  histories  leads  to  the  belief 
that  the  large  number  of  women  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  men  of  these  families  were  in  many  cases  killed  at  their 
work;  the  children  in  many  cases  killed  at  their  school;  while 
the  mothers  in  a large  nvunber  of  homes,  survived  with  injuries 
from  blows  and  from  glass. 


iaaert  before  "r>iooaij.L-aut.faloue“ . jji, 

poLnUi  of  iiiportf.uce  iu  eooaoi^ic  at,uiia  eaoulu  not  be 
overlooker,  wae  Ir,  t^xr-t  t.^ie  slgnii‘ict.uoe  of  oat-  to^e  loteet  ctaaor  be 
itlaliaizeu,  esp.'oiell>-  la  bi^t-  otae  of  nea.  u,t  le  well  Iciiova  t.u.b  r-iC 
jBCiiks  of  trie  edulb  bliaa  are  often  recruited  ui«ucr  orutn&ry  coadioioxui 
from  mea  wuo  aeve  lost  nu  eye  eerly,  sei  tau'out^d  hco-ll  poj,  or  iajory, 
tar  thought  nothing  more  shout  It  until  a dengrrous  tieue,  seh-  tU 
steel  iauustiy.  deprived  the;u  of  the  other.  ut  le  t.o  be  remeabrrec, 
too.  tltf.t  unless  epecisl  provlalorxe  sre  made  for  erxpioi^itra,  of  U.e 
hsndicappeu  in  incuatries  ooaia.  uador  tiie  .orkaen’s  Ooui-eausUon  i.ad 
tlae  -aploy.rs*  i-isblliLy  ..cU,  een  or  vonieu  losli^i’  tae  si^at  of  one  ^ 
eye  tre  lie  ole  to  cifficulto-*  iu  flndlag  euployaeat  in  tiieae  ocoupatioas 
under  existing  ls:.s.  *t  is  truo  tixat  nraj^  people  nave  liven  out 
t:.elr  Uv«.  couforte-uU-  '^Ito  aid  of  onXj-  on.  oj-o,  i,ul  uu.  yr.au.. 
lncr..a.d  rlaka  both  to  .yeolght  .no  oooupttlon  oamot  b.  ovttiook.b. 

i.«-  ot,..i-  .oonoalo  bltur,tion.  .Uisobtac  at  vai-lou.  polntt  i. 
to  report.  1.  that  v.  have  hero  nore  than  ti«,  uauai  ..pioua  .oonoiac 
oooltlon  of  .ihgl.  bUndod  indlvldu.a..  ..  oan.^,.  a.taue,  a.  .om.  of 
to  llluatrrUo=»  hov.  .Ir.adj-  a;^, 

tin...  tor.  ar.  a.v.ral  bUhOoC  In  on.  or  both  .p..  l„  on.  fanlby.  .n 

tolvluuai,  but  vero  Ut- 

“oilo^rhf^ifonrr^'l;  .vmu..  ,0.1.  on.  out  of  foatl-tto  oon 
reportod  In  hallfax  oven  ._if  rencin.  .ere  counonly 

Inoencei^bUtor™.  * =urvlvl,>e  older  generation.  It  le' 

to  burdar  of  o ^^“-5'r.nts  In  average  olroiaetanoee  orn  afford 
to  bu^en  Of  oare  of  e vidoved  blind  n,.u,,ht.r  vita  a blind  onlld 

to  .l  ?‘  •"’-‘*'^1^'  ‘-“^hOton  tot 

oTp  .tn  I'  ‘ ^- 

P.  not  a temporary  ona.  .van  If  the  nunher.  of  bll,a>  are  aue- 
•Untlally  leee  ton  early  report,,  gave  ua.  it  la  to  e.  re.ilaed  hut 
W •Ituatlona  and  the  ertreiaty  of  to.odlate  .leede  raeult- 

rom  eye  injuries  cannot  be  exRg.;e rated. 
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As  to  final  results  --  that  is  a matter  partly  of  facts, 
partly  of  impressions.  The  facts  so  far  recorded,  and  the  estimates 
of  several  physicians  who  have  been  close  to  the  situation  from  the 
start,  point  to  one  hundred  as  the  probable  list  of  ’'totally  or 
practically  blind  in  both  eyes”.  The  conditions  that  make  this 
a minimxim  estimate  and  make  15*^  - 2U0  quite  conceivable,  are 
that  uncertainty  of  outcome  is  greatly  increased  by  the  neglect  in~ 
oidental  to  an  ill-protected  population,  suffering  from  many  other 
than  eye  injuries,  and  often  dispersed  far  from  the  care  of  the 
eye  specialist.  (bee  page  22-a  for  Sir  Frederick  Eraser's  estimate.) 

The  following  recommendations  are  the  result  of  the  ex- 
change of  telegrams  and  letters  and  of  conferences  which  have  so 
far  taken  place 

1.  That,  without  delay,  the  expenses  of  a small  staff  to  be 
attached  to  the  School  for  the  Blind,  consisting  of  a nurse,  an 
after-care  worker  or  workers,  and  a clerk,  be  authorized.  The  nurse, 
whether  attached  to  the  Bchool  or  to  a permanent  local  district 
nvirsing  serviee,  will  devote  herself  to  follow-up  for  preventive 
work;  the  after-care  worker,  or  workers,  will  take  -up  oases  dis- 
charged from  hospitals,  and  provide  curative  occupations  wherever 
needed;  the  clerk  will  keep  up  the  register.  iMi,  Oarstens  has 
wired  this  plan  to  Mr.  Persons  for  approval,  register  now  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  Frederick  Eraser.) 

2.  That,  a joi^t  committee  of  three  Canadians  and  three 
Americans  be  asked  to  serve  as  advisers  to  the  Halifax  School 
for  tne  Blind  and  the  American  Red  Cross,  in  formulating  further 
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plans  for  care  of  the  blind  in  Halifax,  (i’he  three  persons 
named  for  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  are  Mr.  Justice 
Harris,  Cr.  S.  Ternan,  end  Sir  Frederick  Breser.  Mr.  Car- 
8 tens  has  vrired  Mr.  Persons  about  this.) 

5.  That  all  tentative  plans  so  far  discussed  for 
taking  care  of  the  increased  number  of  blind  children  in 
excess  of  school  accommodations,  and  for  the  cere  of  adults, 
especially  of  women,  be  held  subject  to  the  development  of 
further  follow-up  work  and  to  the  counsels  of  the  committee 
provided  for  above. 


olr  .c’rederlck  .graBer’s  i:,etlmat6 . 


believes  the  I 

/ .he  *’**'’«  ‘-"..ded  ,eTe''  ' 

' 


joVER  200  WILL 

^^J^ALLY  BLIND.| 

'struEsi!^®^'^"^®  ^i«ax  ha«  been 
Mio  returned  bHnS  ^ 3“ 
up  life  '°r  tak- 

materM/' J has 

those  people  who  wm  i!»L  of 

liuff.  The  mawtv  ^ ‘™‘n- 

Performed  (hroush^t  *^'“8 

not  fewer  than  ann  ^ ^'^“nted  that 
Who  were  Injured  wmT  “lose 

In  one  day  the^i«i“,''®J°^''y  blind. 
Pltol  alone  per  Hoe- 

for  the  removal  ^ oporatlone 

eyes.  hopelessly  injured 


PROPOSED  SCHEDULE  FOR  FOLLOW- UP. 
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Hallfeuc  and  Dartiaouth,  Nova  Scotia 
Register  of  Persons  blinded  by  December,  1$17’,  explosion. 

NAME  (surname  first)  Sex  Color  Single  or  Married, 

Year  of  birth  Birthplace 

Address  at  time  of  explosion 
Present  address 
Future  address 

FAMILY  (names  and  address  of  nearest  relative)  Needs  registered  with 

itehabilitation  Comf- 
mlttee 


BLINDNESS  *Partial  Total  Enucleated  Cause  (glass  or  other) 

Right  eye 
Left  eye 

Where  treated  Date 

Physician  Date 

Chances  of  improvement  Date 


GENERAL  HEALTH 
Before  explosion 
Since  explosion 


PREVIOUS  EDUCATION  Common  High  Special 


OCCUPATION 

BEFOxxE  EXPLOSION 


Av, weekly  Empl,  last  Years 

earnings  12  months  employed 


SUPPORT 

BEirORE  EXPLOSION  Oocupa. 

tion 

Referred  by 

Interviiewed  (at  hospital  by 
(elsewhere  by 

Re  c ommendat  ion;. 


Family  Income  Pension  Relief 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Date 


• In  case  of  **partiel’'  blindness  learn,  if  possible,  phj'sician's 
estimate  of  mamaining  fraction  of  sight  after  all  possible  medical 
care  and  with  the  best  glasses  obtainable.  State  whether  patient 

(1)  sees  light  only,  or 

(2)  has  sufficient  sight  to  avoid  running  into  objects,  or 
(5)  is  able  to  distinguish  color  and  see  to  play  cards, 

but  unable  to  read,  or 

(4)  is  able  to  read  but  forbidden  to  use  his  sight  long 
enough  for  that  purpose. 


- ^PP from  Halifax  Ncffspepera.  Lecenibgr.  ISl^'. 


DARTMOUTH,  December  12 

Mrs.  James  Cooper,  Hftwthorne 
street,  \vas  thOj^nly  re«ld<*nt  Vn 
south  end  of  Dartmouth  who  we 
killed.  When  the  first  rumble  of  the 
explosion  came,  she  frantically 
grabbed  her  babe  and  a second 
later  was  blown  thru  the  window, 
severing  an  artery  in  her  throat, 
and  bleeding  to  death.  Her  hus- 
band was  away  to  work  and  before 
the  neighbors  could  get  medical 
aid.  Mrs.  Cooper  was  dead.  The 
baby  has  since  died  as  a result 
of  Injuries  suffered  when  it  was 
blown  thru  the  window  huddled  in 
its  mother’s  arms.  A husband 
and  one  child  survives. 

Several  well  known  Dartmouth 
women  have  lost  the  sight  of  both 
ey-es,  while  a number  of  o-ther  have 
..suffered  the  loss  of-  one  eye.  Mrs. 
William  Dumeiesq,  who  resided  at 
Tuft  s Cove  had  both  eyes 
gouged  out  by  coming  in  contact 
with  broken  glass.  Her  husband 
, was  killed  at  the  plant  of  the  Hal- 
ifax Breweries.  His  body  was 
found  on  the  railroad  track  soon 
after  the  explosion.  He  was  a 
county  constable  and  had  frequent- 
ly worked  at  painting.  His  wife 
and  two  children  had  a miraculous 
e^ape  from  death.  The  three  are 
badly  cut.  They  were  in  the 
house  at  the  time  of  the  explosion 
and  because  of  the  way  in  which  it 
w'recked  all  means  of  escape  except 
by  jumping  from  the  bedroom  win- 
dow a distance  of  twenty-five  feet 
w«s  cut  oft. 


a.iuoi,  Xiijrcs. 


sash,  crying  wildly  for  help.  she 
clung  there  tor  nearly  ten  minutes 
sssltsaneii  eama.  "Ted’’ 

hcrrtcallr.  rested:  her  and  her  two 
children.  . After  seeing  that  she 
for  he  arched  thi 
neighborhood  tor  over  two  hours 
for  his  wife  - and  family.  Thev 

severely  cut  by 
flying  glass.  ^ 

It  is  believed  that  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Crathorne  has  lost  the  sight  of  both 
>>0080  at 
explosion  and  was 
shelled  by  broken  glass.  Her 
house  is  located  near  the  shore  and  I 
at  a point  almost  opposite  where  I 
the  munition  ship  exploded.  The 

house  was  badly  wrecked.  She' 

was  removed  to  the  home  of  her 
father  Dr.  Morris  of  Middle  Mus- 
quodoboit.  Her  husband  was  cut 
about  the  face,  but  not  seriously 
ana  is  able  to  do  relief  work.  Miss 
Irene  Wentzell,  Albert  street,  lost 
one  eye.  and  was  severely  cut  about 
ttie  face. 
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With  her  two  children  huddled 
m one  arm.  Mrs.  Dumaresq  clung 
frantically  to  the  broken  window 


i'^Irs.  W.  C.  Bishop  will  likely  lose 
one  eye.  She  is  progressing 
as  well  as  can  be  expected.  Mr. 
Bishop’s  house  on  pleasant  street, 
north,  was  badly  damaged,  but  is 
not  beyond  repair. 
f-'Veorse  Ferguson,  Jr.,  motor- 
truck driver  tor  the  Conmimer’s 
Cordage  Company,  has  lost  one  eye 
and  may  lose  the  sight  of  the  other. 
He  was  at  the  works  when  the 
explosion  occurred  and  was  looking 
at  the  fire  from  the  business  office 
w-mdow.  Leo  Graham  manager 
of  the  works  had  to  have  one  eye 
removed  and  he  may  yet  lose  the  I 
sight  of  the  other. 
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A Heavy  ASiiclion 


Some  Who  Tjost  An  flye — Among  I 
those  who  lost  on-e  of  their  eyes  s 
in  the  explosion  were  Uussel  Ward.  L 
the  well  known  athlete  and  an  [ 
employee  at  Gland’s  brewery;  Miss 
Evelyn  MacDonald. Maynard 

street.  William  Wheatley,  conduc-' 
tor  with  the  Tram  Company  vGor- 
.poral  John  Sullivan.^  GOth  P.  L. 
F.;  Beulah  Smith.  Codn.r 

afreet;  kJjCO  Hanlon,  North  Street 
Station  News  Stand:  i/Mrs.  James 
F.  Hanlon  and  Miss  Mary  Mulcahy, 
nurse  at  the  Infectious  Hospital. 
^These  are  only  a few  of  those  who 
^ were  bo  unfortunate  as  to  lose  one 
J of  their  eyes.  The  complete  list 
l^wIM  contain  the  names  of  about 
four  hundred  people. 


Mrs.  Archie  Fraser,  Windmill  Road 
IS  recovering  from  her  wounds.  Bffly 
two  children  suffered  severely.  One 
child  has  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes 
wMle  the  other  has  lost  one  eye. 

Mrs.  Owen  Sawlor,  Polzant  Street, 
has  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes.  Mr. 
ba,wlor  is  safe  and  the  son  is  recov- 
ering from  cuts.  Their  home  was  de- 
s^oyed.  Fire  finishing  what  the  explo- 
sion left. 


( 'ERTAINLY  the  compassion  of 
the  community  — its  eager 
heartfelt  sympathy — must  go  out  to 
iRobert  Simmons,  a returned  sol- 
dier of  the  S5th  Battalion  in  the 
heavy  load  of  sorrow  fallen  upon 
him  thru  the  great  catastrophe. 
Mr.  Simmons’  home  was  at  5 
puffua  street.  Hie  family  con- 
sisted of  his  wife  and  two  fine 
children — the  picture  of  this  group, 
Of  a brave  man’s  dearest  is  here  I 
sliowii.  The  mother  was  killed  by  I 
the  explosion.  The  smiling  older  I 
child  with  arm  clasping  his 
mother’s  neck  lost  the  sight  ofj 
both  eyes;  the  baby,  sitting  in 
happy  confidence  on  the  mother’s  | 
knee,  lest  the  sight  of  one — well ' 
may  such  sorrow  as  this  stir  us  to 
Li  very  passion  of  ministry. 


Mr.  Fisher,  an  oil  merchant,  well  f 
. known  thruout  the  city.  whose 
h I home  was  at  40:, '4  Gnttln.gen 
I.  I street,  had  his  house  completely  de- 1 
jmollshed,  his  wife  hc'iig  badly 
1 cut  and  having  one  arm  broken,  [ 
while  he  has  lost  the  sight  of  one  1 
eye. 


:JiUULl'S  Olr’  iSYK  INJURlitS 
iiJUPLOSlON  or  KltOtfUBKH  6th,  1917. 
HALIFAX  & OiVKTUUUXK  H.3. 


It  l8  t««nty-four  days  since  the  explosion.  In  thet  short 
period  twelve  etaergenoy  hospitals  in  Halifax,  three  in  Truro,  and 
one  in  Hew  Glasgow  and  t'.v«lva  or  more  emergency  dressing  stations 
have  oeen  organized  and  now,  with  few  exceptions,  disbanded  or 
consolidated.  More  than  twenty-five  t.ye  Specialists  from  various 
cities  have  cone  and  now  very  generally  gone.  These  Specialists, 

with  the  help  of  other  physicians  and  nurses  - and  in  the  first  days 
of  any  helpers  who  mig^t  be  at  hand  are  generally  thought  to  have 
cared  for  at  least  ons  thousand  eye  cases.  Of  these,  five  or  six 
hundred  oases  were, without  doubt, cases  of  cuts  or  bruises  in  which 
no  question  of  enucleation  or  impaired  vision  existed.  Of  the 
remaining  four  or  five  hundred  cases  of  serious  injury  to  one  or 
both  eyes,  we  have  record  of  three  hundred  and  thirty.  Less  than 

a third  of  these  appear  to  be  one  eye  enucleations  or  injuries  with 
normal  vision  in  the  remaining  eye,  out  it  is  evident, from  the  way 
in  which  reports  of  ons  eye  enucleations  continue  to  come  in,  that 
there  is  no  complete  record  as  yet  of  this  class  of  injuries, 
ihirty-eight  (issforo  this  was  transoribsd  the  nuumber  had  Inoreased 
to  Al  and  other  reports  are  coming  in)  recorded  oases  are  Imown  to 
be  totally  olind  - as  many  as  three  years  of  way  have  contributed 
to  the  whole  of  Canada.  Of  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  five, 

sixty-one  appear  to  be  seiloue  conditions  but  the  outcome  is  not  yet 
known,  while  one  hundred  and  forty-four  are  eases  in  which  the  doubt, 
whether  to  place  them  among  one  eye  or  two  eye  permanent  injuries, 
oomes  from  inadequate  Information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  remain- 
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. iritb  few  exceptlone  theea  record#  represent  pem^nent 

ing  dy#* 

injury  to  at  least  one  eye. 

in  coneidering  thi#  or  any  report  under  conditions  of  the  dieaeter, 
it  is  to  he  remembered  that  it  represents  only  the  beet  information 
that  is  available  at  this  date  and  may  be  open  to  considerable  change, 
tto  complete  record  exists  or  ever  can  be  made  of  the  work  done  in  the 
first  days  following  the  disaster.  l<'or  a large  proportion  of  recorded 
cases  still  under  treatment,  the  end  results  cannot  be  known  for  many 
weeks  or  months,  and  with  a rapidly  scattering  population,  only  partly 
known  then.  Serious  as  the  eye  conditions  are  they  are  overshadowed 

for  the  present,  even  in  cases  of  total  blindness. by  crushing  family 
tragedies.  Several  have  died  during  the  course  of  inquiry  and  others 

are  seriously  ill  from  other  oauses  than  eye  conditions. 

•Vhat  jj  clear  after  all  uncertainties  have  been  considered  le:  - 

1.  That  a remarkable  record  of  sight  saving  has  been 

made  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  imaginable. 

2.  That  from  the  nature  of  the  injuries,  much  of  the 
future  depends  upon  the  amount  of  follow-up  work  and 
after-care  developed  from  now  on. 

3.  I'hat  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the  blind  population 
of  Halifax  has  been  at  least  doubled  in  a stroke,  and 
perhaps  trebled.  Time  only  will  tell  which. 


d .CORn  C8‘  ViOhK 

At  the  requaet  of  -^rs.  Lothrop  of  the  fjnerican  Red  Cross,  Boston, 
two  workers  (Vise  I.uoy  Vright  and  Miss  Amy  M.  Hamburger)  came  to 
Halifax  to  prepare  a report  on  the  Blind  Situation,  reaching  here 
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iJcceutuar  21  at. 

The  Immediate  causes  of  the  Inquiry  were  (l)  requests  from 
the  American  Ked  Cross  CoijLattes  at  Halifax  for  special  adYice  in 
this  direction  (2)  a request  from  ifx.  d,  . Allen  of  the  1‘erkins 
Institution  of  i^ostoni  that  the  American  Red  Cross  consider  the 
needs  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  and  (3)  newspaper  reports 
to  the  effect  that  there  were  seven  hundred  totally  blind  and 
eichteen  hundred  partially  blind  in  Halifax  as  the  rasult  of  the 
explosion. 

Miss  .right  with  Mias  kata  Hcliahon  director  of  the  American 
Med  Cross  in  Hallfajt,  made  their  first  errand  a conference  with 
Sir  fc'rederlck  kraser  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind.  At 
this  conference  it  was  a«;rsed  that  monsy  and  facts  were  the  two 
things  needed,  and  that  kiss  Wright  and  kiss  Hamburger  could  best 
spend  their  time  in  Halifax  by  helping  to  pool  all  available 
information  in  regard  to  eye  injuries. 

A simple  card  was  arranged  as  follows  for  indexing  all  reported 
serious  eye  injuries,  but  not  including  recovered  oases  of  outs  and 
bruises  in  which  there  had  been  no  question  of  impaired  vision. 

Sir  ?rederlclf  Fraser  oontrlbuted  copies  of  all  lists  that  had  been 
reported  to  him  and  Colonel  Bell  of  the  Uedlcal  Relief  Committee 
made  available  all  u»t.  recorded  there.  As  there  had  boon  no 
Special  roport  on  the  eye  oases  at  the  emergency  hospitals  at  New 
Glasgow  and  Truro,  where  four  emergency  hospitals  had  been  opened  at 
the  time  of  the  disaster.  Uies  Wrigjit  and  .iss  Hamourger  ware  advised 
to  Visit  there  promptly,  and  did  so.  They  found  a total  of  fifteen 
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ey«  injuries,  with  loss  of  one  eye  in  fourteen  cases,  and  both  eyes 
in  one  case.  Additional  cards  for  reporting  were  left  with  the 

,ye  Special ioto  in  both  towns. 

hen  tiie  various  returns  had  beun  ooupiled  on  uniform  cards, 
three  duplicate  lists  wore  arranged,  (l)  alphabetical  (2)  oy 
hospitals  (3)  by  age  groups,  and  eye  conditions  of  three  disees:- 

(a)  lotally  or  practically  blind 

(b)  Doubtful,  that  is,  all  reports  of  "both  eyes  injured", 
"one  eye  enucleated,  ot/:ar  under  treatment",  and  any 
condition  that  seemed  to  require  follow-up  and  was  not 
clearly  to  be  classed,  either  as  "totally  or  practically 
blind"  or  "one  eye  enucleated,  other  eye  normal  vision" 

(r)  One  eye  enucleated,  other  eye  normal  vision. 

List  one  ( Alpha oetioal ) was  taken  to  the  registration  department  to 
check  for  addresses  or  other  information.  List  two  was  tacen  to 
each  hospital  for  additions  and  up-to-date  information.  This  work 

was  handled  by  liiss  H:.mburger  with  the  help  of  j/edical-Boclal  workers 
attaohed  to  the  various  hospitals,  and  fitiss  .^ary  and  Miss  Agnes  Murphy 
of  Halifax. 

In  the  meantime,  through  the  co-operation  of  workers  of  the 
re-habili tation  ooiaraittee  under  ^iiss  bird,  the  Medical-Social  workers 
under  Miss  Lmeraon,  and  the  iJursing  Service  under  iss  O’drj^an,  cards 
were  placed  in  the  iiands  of  a large  group  of  workers  doing  visiting 
in  the  homes.  Cards  were  also  placed  in  the  hands  of  Hobt.  M.  Dexter 
wiio  was  sent  by  the  rehabilitation  committee  to  visit  refugees  in  all 
out-lying  oities  and  towns. 

A plan  for  district  canvass  had  been  proposed,  but  with  so  many 
patients  ctill  in  hospital  and  fifty  or  sixty  nurses  and  visitors 
coming  and  going  in  the  districts,  it  seemed  best  to  try  this  plan 
first,  and  post-pone  with  questions  of  follow-up  and  after-care,  the 
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llllintt  out  oy  epdcial  vroricors  for  a fuller  schedule  relating  to 
ollndneo®  ( »ee  end  of  report).  Many  patients  it  is  to  be 
reaaejibered  eero  etill  too  ill  to  be  spoken  with. 

In  the  sneantine,  impressions  of  numbers  and  extent  of  injuries 
were  to  be  gathered  by  conference  with  >;ye  Physicians  and  others. 

«l88  Tfright  saw  br.  Fred  ’..Ptephens  of  Poston  City  Hospital  at 
St.  *ary's  College  Hospital;  Dr.  J.  # , Patton  of  Truro  who  was  at 
;amp  Hill  Hospital  irarjediately  after  the  explosion  ami  later  at  the 
Truro  emergency  hospitals;  Dr.  R.  ‘•vatt  iiathere  of  34i  horris  Street 
Halifax  who  worked  at  the  Victoria  General  hospital  and  had  a small 
emergency  houpltal  at  hie  own  office;  Capt.  Swartz  of  the  loea  Scotia 
Honpitsl  and  later  at  the  Y.:.l.G.A.  eaiergency  hospital;  Dr.  uaffee  of 
Providence,  ^nodc  Island,  who  worked  with  the  Bellevue  Military 
Hospital  ami  later  at  the  Y.ii.c.A.  hospital  and  Colonel  King  Smith  of 
the  Cogswoll  ‘.treet  Military  Hospital. 

Following  is  a letter  fro*  Jr.  Geo.  Cox  of  Uev  Glasgow  which 
gives  an  idea  of  impressions  galaod  in  thie  way.  There  uoems  to  be 


a general  rough  agreement  as  to  numbers  and  uncertainties  of  outcome 
due  to  dsleyod  care,  refusal  to  have  enucle?.tion,  question  of  foreign 
bodies,  and  the  general  uncertainty  an  to  the  results  iollowing  these 


unprecedented  onuses  of  eye  injury. 
(OPT) 


Hew  Glasgow 

December  29th. 


^Jear  ' 


I regret  I could  not  meet  ycu  when  you  wore  here;  a special  rush 
of  work  this  month  has  omoloyed  all  my  hours. 

Of  course  I take  it  your  inquiry  applies  solely  to  oases' connected 
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with  the  exploelon.  As  to  the  cases  with  which  I de«lt  ^ 

Malifax,  I have  ao  records.  i was  there  from  six  p.«.  that 

ihursda,  uatll  the  following  'r^esday.  a'he  firet  i.enty-four 
hour.  JB  a quaetlaa  o»-  ...rUla*  rapidly  .»  p„„ipi,  ^th  a 
of  p„pi.  a,  camo  Hin  rt,ra  I j 

tl™  taal  day  o„  dot.,  or  rooord..  If  tha  faoUitla,  had  h„n  thare 
a.  to  ho.  „ahy  C,..a  of  loa.  „ ono  or  doth  .yea  pa.a,d  under  ™y 
oar,  the  flr.t  ..o  duye  I oan  therefor,  fora  no  idea.  o,gl„n,„y 
Saturday  afternnen  hoeer.r,  1 atle  to  l„y,  a record  y,pt  and  to 
oegin  e oen.u.  of  the  ,y,  ,,0,.  on  the  lo.er  floor  of  the  Ho.pltal 

.uch  had  h.,„  prmte  preeerr,  and  thee,  record,  .crc  left  et  the 

Hospital.  Me’mtJme  of  '’n’lene,  tva.  „ 

.oarse  the  oases  were  r.ipiaiy  being  dispersed 

80  that  as  you  now  ronllze  1 1 -vi  n - .a 

Mize  It  .rill  be  a matter  of  tiaie  and  search  and 

advartis.lnfr  to  reach  them. 

Iheagln,  there  U a good  deal  of  oxaeg.ratlon  In  the  guec...  a. 
to  t.,.  „u„o.r  Of  totally  hundod.  500.400,200  and  60  on.  1 donH 

tut  1 judge  one  hundred  .ill  cor.r  the  final  total.  mat  .111 
hclude  the  nu.,o.r  .ho  l„  the  next  fe.  „ex..  or  .tonthe  or  a year  ..y 

® « BifSlU  of  the  remaining  eye  from  sympathetic  ophthalmia,  either 

from  foreign  oodles  left  m the  eye  or  fm 

‘ nature  of  the  wounds 

injured  ,y,  not  reared  hpt  treated  -coneerratlrely.. 

^«t  you  Will  understand  this  is  only  ^ ga.s.  - and  it  la  bad 
enough  at  oest . 

notllTl  ■«»«»"  ./u.  fro. 

“ ' - »»  — 
l«t.alr.ent  of  the  other  eye. 
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To  amplify  ay  rejiarks  as  to  tha  nm^bcrs  it  auet  te  ramemDered 
that  not  all  the  operationa  done  on  eyes  were  anoleations.  There 
was  a wild  or«y  df  taJclns  out  eye*.  In  «y  own  work  I know  there 

wan  a lar^e  number  of  "rupair  Jolje“,  irideotomiee,  trimming  up 
prolapsed  irises,  suturing  wounds  of  ooaea  and  aclerotio  and  so  on. 

Jkany  of  these  to  my  knowledge  did  well,  others  when  I loft 
ttalifax  were  still  in  doubt;  some  had  been  desperate  attemps  to  save 
a fraction  of  vision  in  one  eye  where  the  otner  had  been  totally- 
lost.  So  that  I fear  some,  perhaps  quite  a numoer  of  these  loay 

prove  failures  and  finally  fall  under  the  dread  clanaif ioation  of 
"rilind*. 

Please  pardon  this  hurried  letter,  1 auu  afraid  1 oan  give  you 
little  information  of  uervice,  out  i know  you  thoroughly  appreciate 
the  problem  oy  now,  and  have  no  doubt  your  organization  will  be  able 
to  afford  a great  deal  of  much  ne<^ded  assistance  in  this  connection. 

I sun.  Yours  truly, 

“Cfeorge  H.  Cox". 

following  is  the  list  of  iye  dpeclalists  so  far  oecured.  imiter 

official  reports  from  Colonel  bell’s  office,  will  without  doubt, 
ooiiiplete  this  and  other  records:* 

Ur.  h.  k..  .rosby,  f,,..C.H.  Military  from  boston 

hr.  KooL.  Loring  Ualifax  Infirmary  Bellevue  Military 

k Old  Colony  iinergenoy  - from  jjoston. 

Dr.  holand  Uchenzle  k 

Dr.  (ioodall  from  the  ?iaaaaahusstt8  'y«  * 

Infirmary,-  Boston. 

Lit.  Kred  a.  Stephens  St.  Gary's  College  ilostital  from  City 

Hospital  - Boston. 
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Dr.  K.  liarrisn,  Harvey 


Hellevue  'n^llltary  Koepltal  froai 
Providence,  R.  I. 


rr.  Tariy  Uoa  enter 

in*.  ;i:vJward  'i.  .Juffee  rt 
Or.  F.  T.  >IC38 


uall:ivue  Military  ft  Y.  u.  >u«r«enoy 

froM  Providence,  0.  I.  « ^ 


or.  Chip.nan,  !)r.  .^rookett  ^ Dr.  aaker  froa  3t.  John,  B. 


Or.  Ceor-e  II.  .ox 
Or.  J.  .’■.  Patton 


Jamp  iflll  k Wei«r  Olango^  ^inergenoy  Hospital 
fi'om  Hew  Maegow,  H.  G . 

Ca;np  Hill  4-  •imro  iSmorgency  Hoeuitale 
fro^n  '1  mro,  0.  3 . 


ur.  f,  \ K-inBiaan  « « „ ^ 

Or.  Gaudier  - ,.-artmouth,  ;{.  3. 

Capt.  :3T,art»,  Nova  iJcotla  and  Y. r.. C.  a.  Hoepi  bal  s , froa  Halifax,  l:.S. 

Captain  look,  Gazap  lilil  Military  Honpital  (tuebeo  Military  Heap. 

(C.  .'..f'.C. 

Captain  Cu.u.in«ha.-n  - .ogavell  street  Uilitary  ■'ospital,  Halifax,  H.3. 

Ur.  R.  i,att  Uathers  - Victoria  Gener’sl  Hospital  ft  34^  Morrie  Street, 

Halifax,  N.  3. 


Very  briefly  an  1 eiinply  enalyeed  the  records  no  far  cecured  show 
the  following  results:- 


fotilly  or  practically  olind 

38 

Doubtful  (either  inadeiiuate 
information  (144)  or  outcome 

not  yet  settled  (61) 

205 

One  eye  lost  out  the  rem^inlrttr 
eye  norm-al  visioa 

8i>- 

-.ecovered  /^iaion  both  eyes 

2 

iotal 


330 
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Of  3d  blind,  11  aro  nale,  37  feaale. 

I'lie  age  group#  are  aa  follow*: 

Under  6 years 4 (3  male  2 female) 

6 to  20  y«ars----------6  (3  “ 3 “ ) 

21  to  4-0  years-*-- — - — 21  (j  • 

t^l  to  60  years--------.  4 (],  • 

Age  not  stated- — 0 (n  • 

Total  ■3#' 

Ih.  group  of  205  .oark.o  -doubtful*  r.prooonto  tho  group  fro« 
-*ach  b,  foUo.-up  .0  opould  1„  ti..  6.  Pblp  to  Plop,  oaoh  on. 

?^:r;tor.d  ^ 

Of  205  0.0.0  -doubtful-  In  tnl.  oonoe,  73  or,  n.!..  132  f,^i.. 
The  age  group*  are  as  follows :- 


16 

3 

3 


Under  6 years 
6 to  20  years 
21  to  40  years 
41  to  6o  - years 
Age  not  stated 

Tot’ll 


15  ( .Mai  e 7 

30  ( " 8 

58  ( “13 

31  ( "12 

-JSi  ( " 33 

205 


female  8 ) 

" 22  ) 

" *5  ) 

“ 19  ) 

* 38  ) 


Of  these  20*,-  144  appear  to  hare  been  serious  injury,  but 

there  la  not  definite  information  enough  to  Judge  outcome,  6l 
appear  to  have  unfavorable  progreeo  but  the  final  outcome  is  not 
yet  given,  prooaoly  not  yet  known. 

The  group  -One  eye  Blind  and  one  eye  normal  vision-  numbers  only  87, 
all  oases  m which  there  was  not  a clear  statement  of  normal  vision  in 
the  remaining  eye  have  oeen  left  in  "doubtful-.  Of  these  87  cases. 
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28  ar«  nalea,  59  fcoialea.  The  as*  *iroup8  are  ae  follove:- 


tinder  6 ysass 

5 

( 

male 

1 

fedftl « 

' 4) 

6 to  20  years 

22 

( 

N 

10 

N 

12) 

21  to  40  •' 

31 

( 

%t 

9 

n 

22) 

41  to  60  " 

18 

( 

It 

6 

M 

12) 

Age  not  stated 

9 

( 

It 

2 

ft 

7) 

ivecovored  vision  in 
both  eyes 

_2 

( 

M 

0 

«• 

2) 

Total 

67 

Tha  needs  su,ijieoted  by  these  f inures  are  two,  (l)  jieed  of  adequate 
permanent  provision  for  follow-up  work  and  after  care.  (2)  Need  for 
added  resources  for  education  and  care  of  both  young  blind  children 
a«d  blind  adults,  but  especially  of  women. 

K(.-T,Lo«f  np  1.  7?oR^.  FOR  pat<i/i»:?riiON  ' F :iT,ita)y  ?:as. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  eye  specialiet  as  to  uncertainty 
of  outcone  in  many  cases,  the  practical  problem  can  best  be 
illustrated  oy  special  instances  as  follows: - 

(1)  A child  who  received  a blo«  in  the  eye  at  the  time  of  thd 
explosion  had  no  trouble  until  two  weeks  later  when  she  was 
suddenly  unable  to  open  the  eye.  Her  Mother  so  far  refuses 
treatment  for  her. 

(2)  K voa&n  who  received  a blow  near  the  eye  at  the  time  of  the 

explosion,  had  no  trouble  for  two  weeks,  when  the  eye  suddenly 
went  blind.  ^ 

(3)  One  oi  the  e*aergency  hospitals  which  luaij  at  any  time  be  closed 
reports  a child  with  a perforating  wound  in  cornea  and  irie 
and  a quesuion  of  tanss  in  the  eyo-ball.  The  child  le  to  return 
to  tne  out  p.atlent  department  regularly,  and  all  is  well  until 
tne  ho  jpitui  is  closed. 

(4)  A woina.i  of  30  who  has  a jagged  woufid  in  the  eye,  was  advrsed 
to  nave  one  e>e  enucleated,  she  is  pregnant  and  frightened, 
ner  lecling  can  be  understood,  out  the  risks  losing  both  eyes. 

(5)  Another  type  of  oase  is  represented  by  a family  in  which  a child 
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of  3^  had  one  ay®  enucleated  (iuring  the  early  houae  to  house  oanraea 
but  hae  had  no  rnedlcal  care  for  a long  time  eince.  The  fatiie^ihJ 
has  had  no  n.eiicil  care  at  any  lime  hao  what  ap  -oars  to  be  a oerioue 
Injury  to  the  Irnee-cap.  the  f amily  appear-  to  be  atill  in  a etate 
of  shock  and  to  need  follow-uj  In  every  eenss  of  the  word. 

The  particular  caeos  cited  here  will  get  attention  oecauee  they 
are  new  known.  They  are  given  here  only  by  way  of  illustration 

of  types  of  need,  upon  provision  for  which  ho  much  of  the  future  for 
eye  oases  depends.  The  importance  of  considering  these  needs  is 
especially  clear  when  we  realize  that  iialifax  is  a City  without  a 
permanent  ye  Clinic  and  with  only  six  or  seven  ye  Specialists,  of 
whom  not  an  are  active.  For  the  moment,  the  situation  is  covered 
by  the  emergency  hospitals  and  the  large  number  of  nuBses  and  social 
workers  in  the  Jhstricts.  an  effoft  has  been  :aade  to  acquaint  all  now. 
in  the  field  both  social  workers  and  narses  with  the  facts  here  out- 
lined. but  in  view  of  the  habit  in  all  times  of  delay  in  going  to  tfte 
doctor,  and  the  fact  that  eye  conditions  as  only  one  of  the  oauses  of 
suffering  of  refugees  may  easily  be  neglected,  it  is  imperative  to 
have  a definite  understanding  how  after-care  is  to  be  managed  in 
Halifax  from  now  on.  :ye  r-ipaciali sts  make  clear  that  the  slightest 

pain  or  Inflaaatlon  when  the-e  is  nuestlon  of  a foreign  body  like  gii4« 
in  the  eye,  is  to  oe  instantly  heeded.  Physicians  assure  us  that 
»any  eyes  were  lost  in  the  district  because  of  delayed  treatment. 

■Ihls  1.  to  be  emohasized  and  re- emphasised.  It  1.  to  oe  remembered 
too.  ihat  eyes  have  never  oefore  been  put  to  the  terrible  tests  that 
cteriza  this  disaster.  everal  physicians  have  suggested  the 
po.sioluty  of  Simple  printed  directions  for  wide  dietribution.  advis- 
ing that  heed  be  paid  to  symptons  and  advice  sought  of  the  nearest 
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occullst.  If  approved  by  phyeiciana, 
followinii;  miftht  o®  tried; 


some  Buch  notice  as  the 


f X ii. Ar 


If  you  or  any  of  your  family  or  neighborti 
who  suffered  oy  the  ex5>losion  of  h ecexber  6 
»otlo,  th.  l.,,t  p,i„  P,  lnn,..U,n  'r"„ 
eye,  bo  8ure  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  /ionr»c.+ 
J.  ap,clau,t  .t  one,  ^r. 

Uaoui^  ue.ay.  have  never  been  so 

endnniiered  by  glase  beforo  in  the  world  as  in 
this  explocion,  and  the  i^reatest  care  is 
neceseap,  that  not  a single  one  may  be  needlees. 
ly  added  to  the  Blind  population, 
ihe  greatest  dangers  are:- 


■iXlay  in  remove  of  forelt^n 

-iwen  aliftht  pain  and  inflamation  may  be  a sign 
of  the  prenenoe  of  ^;lae8. 


aangT  of  l^OHinfi  bpth  eyee  by  failure  try 

care  of  t^'o  in.iured  one. 


(“ sympathetic  ephthnlmia  this  le  called) 

YOV.n  .-ryss  AH:^  your  .;R.?Ar>  VAfCt:  c/vRs; 


i.T 


Halifax.  Nova  I'cotia 
hecoraber  1917 


0^4  » . such  ■' 

»rlnt.4  „.v»rl»l  Of  .o«o/lcloa  oy  o it.t  of 

ao4  Cllnlcii,  temporarily  or  Dormanently  aToilaalo  my 
».  <.l»trlooi.4  iOrou,ii.  m„y  oourcee.  lyr  1,. 41,14ml  coo.  .oric, 

U ...m.  oroooou  torn  a pp.m.^  ^ 

diotriot  oorrloa  otaff  i,  4„pt,  o»-oo.rotl,n 

•1th  . .oooial  o„e  ,y,.„p  attaohe4  to  th.  School  for 

th.  3U„4,  .JEht  ii.  th.  m,ao,  of  .orkiog  out  th,  ,nol.  prooLm. 
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2.  PROviniQg  ypft  CAM  - oy  rt!.):  ^T.nin 

Need  for  provinion  of  special  care  for  the  dllnd  falls  in 
t*o  lines  - (l)  Ihe  immediate  need  nt  an  experienced  case  vorlcer, 
recoenizod  eapeclally  at  the  iJospitale,  and  (2)  heed  of  funds  for 
special  resources  for  tr-ininR  and  care,  more  particularly  of  *Tomen 
and  otiildren. 

ihe  iin.i»ediate  need  of  an  experienced  case  worker,  preferably 
attached  to  tiie  School  for  the  nlind,  to  whom  canes  ready  for 
diecharge  from  the  Hospitals  or  already  discharged  may  be  referred 
for  special  care  is  already  felt.  xhis  is  aa  urgent  as  preTentire 
work.  Not  only  because  reassuring  csre  is  needed  for  the  newly 

blind  through  ^ome  one  who  knows  what  life  in  the  dark  aeans  and  has 
confidence  in  the  use  of  other  sensee  than  that  of  eij^t,  out  because 
persons  blinded  in  this  disaster  have  endured  other  sufferings  which 
increase  immeasurably  what  has, in  itself,  heretofore  been  considered 
the  most  tragic  nhysicial  deorivatlon  in  human  life.  Patients  in 
hospitals  are  beginning  to  be  ready  for  the  "curative  oocupatione" 
that  may  kelp  them  face  what  is  before  them. 

Home  of  the  individuals  now  in  hospital  nearing  the  time  of 
discharge  who  need  a kind  of  care  for  which  few  communities  have 
special  provision  are  as  follows:- 


i»  « patient  in  one 

hospital  while  her  little  daughter  9 years  of  age 
‘>lind.  is  a patient  in  another.  Iwo  other 
children  of  this  Mother  were  killed  in  the  explosion 

recover.  The  husband 
and  father  was  killed  at  his  work. 

bllnd'^’^Jh-  Uother  35  years  old  is  totally 

^ 1 •y®  * child  aged 

5 is  totally  blind.  There  were  seven  children  in  all 
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In  thia  of  whom  the  reasiininK  aix  are  oeij^g 

oarod  for  oy  aged  t;randpar«nte.  One  of  theee  children 
is  tuberoular. 

A young  wife  of  l8  whose  husband  le  in  the  army  is  still 
in  hospital,  four  months  pregnant  and  fnntic  over 
practical  blindness. 

In  another  family  the  Uother  was  killed.  The  father, 

a discharged  disabled  soldier,  who  has  lost  one  leg  was 
not  injured  in  the  explosion.  Jihen  their  two  children, 

little  girls,  were  seen  la  one  hospital,  one  about  2^  years 
old  had  had  one  eye  enucleated,  a hand  nearly  severed  by 
outs  and  oad  cuts  on  face;  the  other  child,  about  20  months 
old,  had  had  to  have  both  eyes  enucleated;  the  visiting 
workers  met  the  volunteer  hefetofore  inexperienced  in  nurs- 
ing, who  had.  the  night  of  the  disaster,  held  these  children 
during  their  operations. 

A Uother  4;p  years  of  age,  now  tot-^lly  blind  had  five 
children  of  whom  one  is  missing,  one  lost  a leg,  one 
is  suffering  from  other  serious  injury,  and  one  ie 
totally  blind.  The  father  was  probably  killed  as  he  has 
been  misning  since  the  explosion.  The  child  of  their 
married  dau^ter  in  also  totally  blind  and  badly  mutilated. 

A Mother  of  39,  totally  blind,  had  a child  of  ten  totally 
blinded  in  the  explosion  who  has  since  died.  A second 
Child  aged  twelve  has  lost  one  aye.  The  husband,  a 
soldier,  is  in  the  trenches  overseas. 


tlo  recommendation  can  be  made  for  appropriation 
of  money  or  offer  of  service  for  the  blind  of  Halifax 
without  an  understanding  of  local  provision  for  care  of 
the  blind.  Uallfax  is  the  one  community  in  Uauada 
equipped  with  a School  for  tlie  dlind  of  International 
reputation  which  cares  for  both  children  and  adults.  It 
Islhe  School  for  the  ' aritime  Provincea.  There  is 
Government  provision  for  payment  to  the  School  of  an 
allowance  for  edouation  for  all  blind  persons  from  six  to 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  There  is  al»o  provielon  for 
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apvropriatlon  for  the  epeclal  tralnlnif  of  adulte  recommended  ae 
euitaole  candidates.  The  School  hae  aleo  eerred  In  training  a 
email  group  of  soldiers  disabled  oy  blindness.  .<inoe  the  war 
the  finances  of  this  School  hare  naturally  been  affected  as  hare 
those  of  other  Institutions.  It  is  a difficult  problem  for  an 
Institution  in  a community  doubly  taxed  oy  war  and  disaster  to 
suddenly  face  the  needs  of  a blind  population.  - at  least  doubled, 
and  an  increase  in  the  blind  population  in  an  entirely  new 
direction.  - notably  of  women  between  the  ai^es  of  21  and  4^. 

;ork  for  the  blind  is  in  any  case  expensive,  and  in  case  of  caring 
for  women  to  whom  few  and  ill-paid  occupations  are  open  and  in  this 
instance  of  vromen  deprived  of  their  natural  means  of  support  as  well 
as  their  sight,  the  cost  must  be  very  great.  '<i^atever  action  the 
Government  takes,  it  is  sure  to  be  delayed  by  the  complex  questions 
involved  in  settlement  and  it  is  wholly  conceivable  that  the  form  of 
relief  decided  upon  may  not  touch  the  questions  of  shelter  and 
curative  occupation  that  are  so  immediate.  The  privilege  of  assum- 
ing a share  in  bearing  this  burden  is  open  to  the  American  Hed  Cfoss. 

31r  Frederick  and  Lady  Fraser  have  already  opened  their  own 
apartments  for  the  care  of  blinded  infants  when  they  are  ready  for 
discharge  from  the  various  hospitals  and  have  passed  the  need’  for 
medical  and  surgical  care. 

From  the  jL-oeurd  and  Corporation  of  the  Hohool  for  the  Mind  a 
Committee  was  appointed  on  December  IJth  as  follows  for  Halifax 
iilind  Relief  work. 
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Charleo  Aranibald 
Uir  il.U..'>aly 
S .K.Hrookfleld 

ur.Judtic*  tlarrla  - Vice-chairman 
W. A. black 

a.S'cGregor  Mitchell 
A.  H.  ./hitman 

O.J.l'urnan  - Secretary 

Sir  Frederick  Fraser  - Chairman 


(Heoomtiendations  and  more  detaile  as  to  facilities  at  the  Halifax 
School  will  be  added  in  a supplementary  report). 


(Signed)  Lucy  Vrlght 

483  Beacon  Street,  boston. 
December  30,  I917. 
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MALI /AX  AND  DARTMOUTH,  HOVA  SCOTIA 
HlSGinTKS  OF  PKHnONy  DLINDRD  8Y  DiCKHBKR  .1917 
«XPLOaiOK. 


NAMiC  ( aurnam*  first) 

Year  of  birth  JBirthplao* 


Single  or 

‘■'•x  Color  I>iarrie4 


addreas  at  time  of  explosion 


Present  address 


Future  address 


FAtJLY  (na,ae8  and  address  of  nearest  relatlye) 


Known  to  Rehabilitation 
dnmmittee 


BLINDliSSa  # Partial 
Right  eye 

Left  eye 

Total 

Knucleated 

Cause  (glas 

v.here  treated 

Physlciad 

Chances  of  inproveaent 

Date 

Date 

Date 

GKNJiHAJ,  HSALIH 

Before  explosion 
Since  exolosion 

PKrtVlOUS  RIH/CATIOM 

CosuQon 

High 

Special 

OCCUPATION 

HiSPOJC^  XXPL0310H 

Av. weekly 
earnings 

'<ap  .last 

12  months 

Years 

employed 

SUPPORT 

BSFORtf  KXPL03ION 

0ccupa4 

tion 

Family  Income  Pension 

t'.ef erred  oy 

Date 

Interviewed  (at  hospital  by 
elsewhere  by 

Date 

Date 

Relief 


’partial"  blindness  learn,  if  possible,  Physician's 
o»r,  ud  '*<!»»  aft,r  all  poaalbld  ludloal 

avoid  running  into  objects,  or 

is  able  to  cards  but  unable  to  read 

Durpone  forbidden  to  use  his  eight  long  enough  for  that 

^ • nscowotirDATiOH : 


iLfcaULi'b  OJ  1C.YL  INJUalisi 

iJiilOoIGfii  Ox  i/x.Cii<::Brix  6i’u,  1917- 

EALIx'AA.  k&'i^  i>A&i'WOUiu,  ix.o. 
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it  is  twenty- four  dsys  since  the  explosion.  In  tost  snort 
period,  twelve  emergency  hospitsls  in  helifex,  three  ii^  iruro, 
end  one  in  i<eir  Glasgow,  and  twelve  or  more  emergeaey  dressing  eze- 
tions  have  been  organized,  snd  now,  with  few  exceptions,  disbanded 
or  consolidated.  itore  than  twenty-five  eye  specialists  from  vari- 
ous cities  have  come  end  nor,  very  generally,  gone.  These  special- 
ists, with  the  help  of  other  physicians  and  nurses,  - and  in  tne 
first  days  - of  any  helpers  who  might  be  st  hend,  are  generally 
thought  to  have  cared  for  at  least  one  thousand  eye  cases.  Gf 
these,  five  or  six  hundred  were  without  doubt  cases  of  cuts  or 
bruises  in  which  no  question  of  enucleation  or  impaired  vision  ex- 
isted. Cf  the  remeining  four  or  five  hundred  cases  of  serious  in- 
jury to  the  eight  of  one  or  both  eyes,  we  have  record  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty.  less  tnen  a third  of  tnese  appear  to  be  per- 
manent injuries  to  or  enucleations  of  one  eye,  with  normal  vision 
in  the  remaining  eye,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  way  in  which  re- 
porte  of  one  eye  cases  continue  to  come  in,  that  there  is  no  com- 
plete record  as  yet  of  this  claas  of  Injuries,  In  even  a short 
walk  through  the  streets  of  halifax  from  December  21  to  January  1, 
it  has  been  common  to  meet  a half  dozen  adults  and  children  with 
one  eye  closely  bandaged,  Ihlrty-eight*  recorded  oases  are  known 
to  be  totally  blind,  as  many  as  the  total  of  blinded  soldiers  con- 
tributed by  three  years  of  war  to  the  whole  of  Canada. 
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Increasing  d' lly  to  4-1  on  January  1,  1918. 
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Of  th«  remeinlng  two  hundred  and  five,  sixty-one  appear  to  be 
serious  conditions,  but  the  outcome  is  not  yet  known,  irhile  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  are  cases  in  viiich  doubt,  whether  to  place 
them  among  one  eye  or  two  eye  permanent  injuries,  comes  from  inade- 
quate information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  remaining  eye.  with 
few  exceptions,  all  records  represent  permanent  injury  to  at  least 
one  eye. 

In  considering  this  or  any  report  under  conditions  of 
the  disaster,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  it  represents  only  the 
best  information  that  is  available  at  this  date,  and  mey  be  open 
to  considerable  change.  **0  complete  record  exists  or  ever  can 
be  made  of  the  work  done  in  the  first  days  following  the  disaster, 
jor  a large  proportion  of  recorded  oases  still  under  treatment, 
the  end  results  cannot  be  known  for  many  weeks  or  months,  and  with 
a rapidly  scattering  population,  only  partly  known  tnen.  uerious 
88  the  eye  conditions  ere,  they  are  overshadowed  for  the  present, 
even  in  cases  of  total  blindness,  by  crushing  family  trsgedies. 
Several  have  died  during  the  course  of  enquiry  and  others  sre 
seriously  ill  from  other  oeusee  than  eye  conditions. 

whet  ^ clear  after  ell  uncertainties  have  been  con- 
sidered, is;- 

1.  Ihet  a remarkable  record  of  sight  saving  has  been  made 
under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  imeginable. 

2.  I'hat  from  the  neture  of  the  injuries,  much  of  the 
future  depends  upon  tne  amount  of  follow-up  work  end 
after-orre  developed  from  now  on. 

iioat  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the  blind  population 


3. 


of  Jielifex  has  been  at  least  doubled  in  a stroke, 
end  perhaps  trebled.  Xime  only  will  tell  whioh. 
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REOOkL  Qi 

At  the  request  of  Ars.  Xothrop  of  the  iimerican  xied  Oross, 
Boston,  two  workers  (Aiss  Lucy  Wright  and  Liss  Atny  a.,  damburger) 
came  to  dalifax  to  prepare  a report  on  the  "Blind  Bituetion",  reach- 
ing here  December  twenty- first . 

Ihe  Imrnediete  cauees  6f  the  enquiry  were: 

1.  hequeste  from  the  American  Bed  Gross  Gommittee  at  dalifax 
for  special  advice  in  this  direction. 

2.  A request  from  jar.  i.  Jii . Allen  of  the  rerkins  institution 
of  Boston,  that  the  American  Bed  Cross  consider  the  needs  of  the 
Balifex  •school  for  the  Blind,  and 

5.  iilewapsper  reports  to  the  effect  that  there  were  seven 
hundred  totally  blind  and  eighteen  hundred  partially  blind  in 
nalifax  as  the  result  of  the  explosion. 

Aiss  Wright  with  -^ies  Late  AcAshon,  Director  of  the 
American  Bed  Cross  in  nallfax,  made  the  first  errand  here  a confer- 
ence with  oir  jsrederick  i’raser  of  the  halifax  i-chool  for  the  Blind. 
At  this  conference  it  was  agreed  that  money  and  facts  were  the  two 
things  needed,  and  that  Aiss  Wright  and  i^iss  iiamcurger  could  beat 
spend  their  time  in  Belifax  by  helping  to  pool  all  available  inform- 
ation in  regard  to  eye  injuries. 

A simple  card  was  arranged  ss  follows  for  indexing  sll 
reported  serious  eye  injuries,  but  not  including  recovered  cases 
of  cuts  snd  bruises  in  which  tViere  had  been  no  question  of  im- 
paired vision. 
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Nome  

^Wriie  surname  lirsl). 

Age Name*  of  nearest  kin, 

Address  at  time  of  explosion  


Hospital  address  ..  — Date 

Temporary  oddrc;.3  ..  _ Date 

Permanent  address  . . Date 

RIGHT  EYE— Normal  Vision Partially  Blind. Totally  Blind 

LEFT  EYE  — Normal  Vision ....Partially  Blind Totally  Blind 

Please  return  to  American  Red  Cross.  Keith  Building.  Halifax.  N.  S, 

islr  srsKipriok  .ii'rsser  contributed  copies  of  all  lists  that  had  been 
reported  to  him,  and  Ciolonel  Bell  of  the  j-edical  relief  Coamittes 
made  sveilable  all  lists  recorded  there. 

AS  there  had  been  no  special  report  on  the  eye  cases 
at  the  emergency  hospitals  at  aesr  dipsgosr  and  I'ruro,  where  four 
emergency  hospitals  had  been  opened  at  the  time  of  the  disaster, 
ii-lea  aright  and  Mss  Hamburger  were  advised  to  visit  there  promptly, 
and  did  so.  They  found  a total  of  fifteen  eye  injuries,  with  loss 
of  one  eye  in  fourteen  cases,  and  both  eyes  in  one  case.  Additional 
esrds  for  reporting  were  left  with  the  eye  specialists  in  both  towns. 

tVlien  the  various  returns  had  been  compiled  on  uniform 
cards,  three  duplicate  lists  were  arranged;  (l)  alphabetical ; 

(2)  by  hospitals;  (J)  by  age  groups,  and  eye  conditions  of  three 
classes 

(a)  Xotally  or  practically  blind. 

(b)  ^oubtful,  that  is,  all  reports  of  "both  eyes  injured", 

"one  eye  enucleated,  other  under  treatment",  and  any 
condition  that  seemed  to  req^uire  a follow-up  and  was 
not  clearly  to  be  classed,  either  as  "totally  or  prac- 
tically blind"  or  "one  eye  enucleated,  other  eye  normal 
vision". 

(e)  One  eye  enucleated,  other  eye  normal  vision. 
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List  1 ( Alphpbetice  1 } was  'taksici  to  tiie  registration 
department  to  check  for  addresses  or  otner  iaformation. 
list  2 yas  taken  to  each  hospital  for  additions  ana  up-to-dste 
Information.  This  work  was  handled  by  -^iss  iia.mburger  with  the 
help  of  iledioal-Sociel  workers  attached  to  the  various  hoa- 
pitals,  end  l^iss  liery  and  “*iEB  Agnes  iiui^hy  of  nalifex. 

in  the  meentime,  through  the  co-operation  of  y/orkers 
of  the  hehabilite tion  Committee  under  -liss  .oird,  the  Aedical- 
ijocial  workers  under  kiss  imierson,  and  the  hursing  oervice 
under  kiss  C'hrien,  cards  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  e large 
group  of  workers  doing  visiting  in  the  homes.  Cards  were  also 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Jtr.  i^eiter,  who  was  sent  oy  the  Ae- 

habilitation  Committee  to  visit  refugees  in  all  out-lying  cities 
and  towns. 

•A.  plan  for  district  canvass  had  been  proposed,  but 
with  so  many  patients  still  in  hospital,  and  fifty  or  sixty 
nurses  and  visitors  coming  and  going  in  the  districts,  it  seemed 
best  to  try  this  plan  first,  and  postpone,  with  questions  of 
follow-up  and  after-care,  the  filling  out  by  special  workers  of 
a fuller  schedule  relating  to  blindness.  Uee  end  of  report). 

patients,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  were  still  too  ill  to 
be  spoken  with. 

Sn  the  meantime,  impressions  of  numbers  and  extent  of 
injuries  were  to  be  gathered  by  conference  with  eye  physicians 
and  other.  kiss  Aright  saw  x»r.  i'red  h.  Stephens  of  boston  City 
nospital  at  St.  kary's  College  x^spital;  i)r.  ..  xatton  of 
Xruro,  who  was  at  Camp  uHi  hospital  immediately  after  the  ex- 
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plosion  and  Istsr  at  the  iruro  emergency  lioapitals;  hr. 
h.  nvatt  i^athera  of  ^4  \l2  ::orri8  street,  i^lifax,  who  worked 
at  the  Victoria  General  nospital  and  at  a small  emergency 
hospital  at  his  own  office;  Gapt.  Jwertz  of  the  i).ov8  ocotia 
•capital  and  later  at  the  1.  C.  A,  emergency  hospital; 
hr.  i^uffee  of  Irovidenoe,  nhode  island,  who  worked  with 
the  Bellevue  iiHitary  nospltel  and  later  at  tne 
hospital,  and  Colonel  king  Gmith  of  the  Cogswell  street 
hilitaxy  •aospitel. 

following  is  a letter  from  i^r.  George  Cox  of  hew 
Glasgow,  which  gives  an  idea  of  impreesione  gained  in  tnis 
way.  There  seems  to  be  a general  rough  agreement  as  to 
numbers  end  uncertainties  of  outcome  due  to  delsyed  cere, 
refusel  to  have  enucleation,  questions  of  foreign  bodies, 
and  the  general  uncertainty  as  to  results  following  these 
unprecedented  causes  of  eye  injury. 

Two  instances  were  reported  in  which  individuals 
who  had  lost  an  eye  earlier  in  life,  lost  tlie  remaining 
aye  in  the  explosion.  One  instance  occurred  in  which  e glass 
eye  was  shattered  and  the  remaining  eye  happily  untouched, 
one  physician  showed  a helf-lnch  triangle  of  glass  which  he 
had  removed  from  an  eye  where  it  hsd  penetrated  to  the  optic 
nerve.  Another  showed  a half-inch  square  of  glass  which  he 
had  removed  under  similar  conditions.  ^ few  eyes  were  re- 
ported ruined  by  blows,  but  the  "blizzard  of  glass"  was  the 
one  great  cause  of  eye  damage. 
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(Oopy; 


Hen  'Glasgow, 

j^ecember  28th.. 


"yasr  iiiadam, - 

"i  regret  I could  not  meet  you  when  you  were  here;  a 
appclel  rush  of  work  this  montn  has  employed  all  my  hours. 

"Of  course  1 take  it  your  enquiry  applies  solely  to 
ceses  connected  with  the  explosion.  As  to  the  cases  with  which 
I dealt  £t  Halifax,  I have  no  records,  i was  there  from  six 
p.m.  that  Ihursday  until  the  following  i'uesdey.  The  first 
twenty-four  hours  it  was  a question  of  dealing  as  rapidly  ss 
possible  with  a huge  mass  of  people  at  Oamp  ^111  where  1 was. 

I could  waste  no  time  that  day  on  notes  or  records,  if  the 
facilities  had  been  there,  as  to  how  many  cases  of  loss  of 


one  or  both  eyes  passed  under  my  care  the  first  two  days,  1 
can  therefore  form  no  idea.  Beginning  oaturday  efterno.on, 
however,  I was  able  to  have  a record  kept  and  to  begin  a cen- 
sus of  the  eye  cases  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  nospitel 
which  had  been  my  privete  preserve,  and  these  records  were 
left  at  the  hospitel.  -.esntime  of  course  the  cases  were  rapid- 
ly being  dispersed  so  that  ss  you  now  realize,  it  will  be  a 
matter  of  time  and  search  and  advertising  to  reach  them. 

"I  Imegine  there  is  a good  deal  of  exaggeration  in 
the  guesses  as  to  the  number  of  totally  blinded,  ZoQ 

and  so  on.  I don't  know,  but  1 judge  one  hundred  will  cover 
the  final  total.  ihat  will  include  the  number  who  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  or  montns,  or  a year  may  lose  the  sight  of 
the  remslning  eye  from  sympathetic  ophthalmia,  either  from 
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for«>ign  bodlffs  left  in  the  eye  or  from  the  natvire  of  the 
▼ounce  of  the  injured  eye  not  removed  but  treated  'conserva- 
tively' . 

"isut  you  Till  understand  this  is  only  3^  guess 

and  it  is  bad  enough  at  best. 

"I  heve  had,  since  i came  hosie,  to  remove  three 
'single*  eyes  from  victims  end  enclose  their  ca.rds;  in  each  cese 
there  is  no  danger  of  impeirment  of  the  other  eye. 

To  amplify  my  remarks  as  to  the  numbers,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  not  all  the  operations  done  on  eyes  irere  enu- 
cleations. Ihere  iras  no  -aild  orgy  of  taking  out  eyes.  In 
ay  o'Tn  work  i.  know  there  was  a large  number  of  'repair  Jobs', 
iridectomies,  trimming  up  prolapsed  irises,  suturing  wounds 
of  cornea  and  sclerotic,  end  so  on. 

"-^ny  of  these  to  my  knowledge  did  well;  others  when 
^ halifax  were  still  in  doubt;  some  had  been  desperate  at- 

tempts to  save  a fraction  of  vision  in  one  eye  where  the  other 
had  been  tota.lly  lost.  i>o  that  I fear  some,  perhaps  Quite  a 
nuMber,  of  these  may  prove  failures  and  finally  fall  under  the 
dread  classification  of  'blind'. 

"I  lease  pardon  this  hurried  letter.  1 am  afraid  i 
can  give  you  little  information  of  service,  but  I know  you 
thoroughly  appreciete  the  problem  by  now,  ana  have  no  doubt 
your  organization  will  be  able  to  afford  a greet  deal  of  much 
needed  essistmce  in  this  connection. 

T am, 

"Yours  truly, 

(signed)  "(ieorge  h.  Oox." 
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j'ollorlng  ie  the  list  of  iye  specie  lists  tio  far  se- 
cured. Later  official  reports  from  Uolonel  Bell's  office  trill, 
irithout  doubt,  complete  this  end  other  records 

VT.  L.  Crosby,  I.L.O.a-,  iiiilitery  - from  Boston. 

^T.  iiobt.  G.  Boring,  hallfex  infirmary,  Bellevue  military,  end 

Old  Colony  unergency  - from  Boston. 

i>r.  xioland  h-cBenzie 

end  from  the  -.essachusetts  x,ye  end  f.er  infirmary, 

Br.  Goodall,  Boston. 

*/r.  ixed  i».  Stephens,  Bt.  -^ry's  College  -^spltal  - from  City 

hospital,  Boston. 

i>r.  a.  Barrel!  harvey,  Bellevue  B.iliteiy  hospital  - from  irovidence 

Abode  island. 

i^r.  harry  ^eesenger,  n v « w n 

Br.  i-dtrard  1.  Buffee  Bellevue  i^illtary  and  1.  *<-.  C.  a.  emergency 
end  from  providence,  xuiode  island. 

Br.  i.  «.  he 88, 

Br.  Chipman,  Br.  CrocVett,  and  p-r,  Baker  - from  ot.  •iohn, 

^r.  George  h.  Cox,  Camp  -uiii  and  Bew  Glasgotr  xmieggency  hospital  - 

from  hetr  Glasgow,  B.  B. 

Br.  J.  'i.  Batton,  Gamp  nill  and  Xruro  emergency  Bospitels  - 

from  Truro,  h , a. 

Br.  p.  S.  hlnsman,  « « » n •» 

Br.  Gaudier  - Bertmouth,  la.S. 

Capt.  owertz,  Bova  Scotia  and  1,  ii.  0.  A.  ■nospitels  - from 
helifex,  B,  B. 

Cept.  Took,  Camp  Bill  military  xxospital  - from  wwebec  B-Hitaiy 
Hospital,  C.  A.  h.  C. 

Capt.  Cunningham  - Cogswell  street  hilitary  uospital,  helifax,  a.u. 

Br.  A.  ii,vatt  Aethers  - Victoria  General  piospital  and  54  l/2  Aorris 

Street,  i^lifex,  B.a. 

Br.  3.  J.  Aciennon,  Br.  Airkpatrick,  Br.  A.  t.  bouII,  and  Br.  a.a. 

iearman,  - ell  of  Halifax,  Ai.  S. 


1C 


Copies  of  two  ngwspapgr  cIlDplngs . 


cadness  of  the  Blind  as  a .result  of  the  iragedy  in  Jialifax. 

i^r.  y.  Harvey,  the  Cculist  with  the  fthode  Island  ^\ed 
Cross  Cnit,  spesks  of  the  Condition  in  taie  City. 

Halifax,  Cesember  15  — "One  of  tne  saddest  effects  of 
this  awful  disaster,"  said  I;r.  a.  a.  ^rvey  last  night  "will  be 
the  great  number  of  blind  it  will  leave  in  nalifax.  Irobebly  two 
hundred  children  will  be  sightless  and  a deplorable  nxunber  of  adults  " 


^ M Hsryey  is  the  oculist  in  charge  with  the  x^hode  xslend 

aed  uross  unit  and  is  assisted  by  yr.  *xerry  ^xessenger.  ne  is  warm 
in  his  praise  of  the  work  that  was  done  by  the  Halifax  civil  and  mil- 
itary doctors  in  those  first  awful  hours  of  agony  and  it  was  with  a 
splendid  spirit  of  willingness  that  he  came  to  their  assistance 
for  hr.  Hervey  is  a xialigonian  by  birtri,  having  left  this  city  in 
^ d fl^h  ® cousin  of  C.  n.  Harvey,  of  tne  marine 


••  * , feature  of  the  situation,"  said  the  doctor 

lasp  night,  is  the  fact  that  there  were  meny  children  whose  eyes 
were  injured  who  were  not  sent  at  once  to  the  hospitals  for  proper 
care.  flew  cases  are  being  discovered  every  day  where  if  the 
patients  had  been  taken  at  once  to  the  hospitals,  something  mlgnt 

^0  understand;  how- 

oaes  would  prefer  to  stay  at  home,  thinking 
that  they  were  making  room  for  more  serious  cases,  v^ur  unit  is  con- 
careful  and  systematic  search  for  cases  in  homes  tnat 
should  be  attended  to  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  ihe  head- 
quarters of  the  unit  ere  at  the  xialifax  J^nfirmery." 


i/id  Valiant  eork. 

Sni,+>,  -^srrell  harvey,  son  of  the  late  John  u.  Harvey, 

Unlt^'^*t^+«o’'  known  eye  specialists  in  the 

espe^^  Irovidence,  H.I.,  on  hearing  of  the  dis- 

whS  4ld  hi  return  to  his  native  city  to  lend 

rwL  distressed.  He,  with  hr j or  xiough,  ar- 

night,  and  in  the  storm  Hundey  they  made  a house- 
iiff  to  inwii  e large  number  of  places  in  the  &orth  x.nd  attend- 
be^ffi people.  a simple  Instance  of  their  good  work  may 
be  given.  They  met  a little  girl  in  the  street  with  her  eye  bandaged 
hid*  got  a enquiries  of  the  little  girl  and  she  said  she 

wav  ^End  doctor  took  her  in  a hall- 

He^et  f tsndage,  found  the  pupil  of  the  eye  protruding, 

piotle  ati  injuries,  cth^r  iedical  ® 

otati  Island,  and  the  Hieut.-«^overnor  of  that 

sxat,e  has  offered  every  assistance  to  our  people. 
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Very  briefly  end  simply  enslyzed,  the  records  so  fer  se 


cured  sboir  the  following  results 

Totslly  or  practically  blind 58  (J  oases  added  Janu- 

ary 1,  1918;  1 by 
transfer  from  "doubt- 
ful"; 2 newly  regis- 
tered.) 


houbtful  (either  inadequate  inform- 
ation (144)  or  outcome  not  yet 
settled  (61) 


2u5 


One  eye  lost  but  the  remeining 

eye  normal  vision 85 

Recovered  vision  both  eyes 2 

Total 350 

Of  58  blind,  11  are  male,  27  female. 
The  age  groups  are  as  follows:- 


Under  6 years 4 (2  male,  2 female) 

6 to  2C  years 6 (J  " J " ) 

21  to  4c  years 21  (5  " I6  " ) 

41  to  60  years 4 (1  " 3 ” ; 

Age  not  stated (0  " 3 " ) 


Total.. 38 

The  group  of  205  marked  "doubtful"  represents  the  group 
from  which  by  follow-up  we  should  in  time  be  able  to  place  each  one 
in  one  of  the  three  divisions;-  Totally  blind  in  both  eyes;  blind  in 
one  eye,  normal  vision  in  other  eye;  or  recovered  sight  la  both  eyes 
There  is  little  reason  to  expect  that  many  who  have  been  registered 
in  this  list  will  belong  in  this  lest  group. 
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uf  2U5  oases  doubtful  in  this  sense,  73  are  male, 
152  female. 

i'he  age  groups  are  as  follows 


Under  6 years 15  (^le  7»  -aemale  8) 

6 to  20  years Ju  ( " 8,  " 22) 

21  to  40  years 58  ( " 13.  " ^5) 

41  to  60-  years Jl  ( " 12,  " 19) 

Age  not  stated 71  ( “ 33.  ” 5®) 


iotal . . .205 

Of  these  2O5  cases,  144  appear  to  have  had  serious  injury, 
but  there  is  not  definite  information  enough  to  judge  outcome;  6l 
appear  to  have  unfavorable  prognosis,  but  the  final  outcome  is  not 
yet  given,  probsbly  not  yet  known. 

Ihe  group  "One  eye  blind  and  one  eye  normal  vision"  numbers 
only  87;  all  cases  in  which  there  was  not  a clear  statement  of  normal 
vision  in  the  remaining  eye  have  been  left  in  "doubtful". 

Of  these  87  cases,  28  are  males,  59  females.  The  age 
groups  are  as  follows 


Linder  6 years 

. 5 

(Asle 

1 

female  4) 

6 to  20  years 

( 

H 

10 

" 12) 

21  to  40  years 

.51 

( 

n 

9 

" 22) 

41  to  6u-ye3rB 

.18 

( 

II 

6 

" 12) 

Age  not  stated 

. 9 

( 

fi 

2 

" 7) 

recovered  vision  in 
both  eyes . . . 

. 2 

( 

n 

0 

" 2) 

Total. . .87 


The  needs  suggested  by  these  figures  are  two; 

(1)  Weed  of  adequate  permanent  provision  for  follow-up  work  and 
after-care  eepeclally  for  the  205  "doubtful"  cases.  (2)  ineed  for 
added  resources  for  education  and  care  of  both  young  blind  children 
and  blind  adults,  but  especially  of  women  who  constitute  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  group  from  21  to  4^  years  of  age. 


(1)  roT.T.Qf-Uf  tfOhK  i*Oi\  PK£Vj:J)ilIQW  Oi'  WjuJiijJL&SS  . 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  eye  speoialist  as  to  un- 
certainty of  outcome  in  many  cases,  the  practical  problem  can  best 
be  lllustrsted  by  special  instances  as  follows:- 

(1)  A child  who  received  a blow  in  the  eye  at  the  time  of 
the  explosion  had  no  trouble  until  two  weeks  later,  when 
she  was  suddenly  unable  to  open  the  eye,  uer  mother  so 
far  refuses  treatment  for  her. 

(2)  A women  who  received  a blow  near  the  eye  at  the  time  of 
the  explosion,  had  no  trouble  for  two  weeks,  when  the  eye 
suddenly  went  blind. 

(5)  Une  of  tne  emetgency  hospitals  which  may  at  any  time  be 

closed,  reports  a child  of  4-  1/2  years  with  a perforating 
wound  in  cornea  and  iris,  and  a question  of  glass  in  the 
eye-bell.  The  child  is  to  return  to  the  out  patient 
department  regularly,  end  all  is  well  until  the  hospital 
is  closed. 

(4-)  A woman  of  JO  who  has  a jagged  wound  in  the  eye,  was  ad- 
vised to  have  one  eye  enucleated;  she  is  pregnant  and 
frightened,  her  feeling  can  be  understood,  but  she  risks 
losing  both  eyes. 

(5)  Another  type  of  case  is  represented  by  a fpjnily  in  which 
a child  of  5 1/2  years  had  one  eye  enucleated  during  the 
early  house- to- house  canvass,  but  has  had  no  medical  care 
for  a long  time  since.  ihe  father,  who  has  had  no  medicel 
cere  at  any  time,  had  what  appears  to  be  a serious  injury 
to  the  knee-cap;  the  family  appears  to  be  still  in  a state 
of  shook  and  to  need  follow-up  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
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The  particular  oaaes  cited  here  will  get  attention 
beceuse  they  are  now  known.  They  are  given  here  only  by  way 
of  illustration  of  types  of  need,  upon  provision  for  which  so 
much  of  the  future  for  eye  cases  depends.  The  importance  of 
considering  these  needs  is  especially  olear  when  we  reslize  that 
helifsjc  is  a '^ity  without  a permanent  iye  Clinic,  and  with  only 
six  or  seven  eye  specialists,  of  wnom  not  all  are  active.  Jor 
the  moment,  the  situation  is  covered  by  the  emergency  hospitals 
end  the  large  number  of  nurses  and  social  workers  in  the  districts. 
Through  group  meetings  an  effort  has  been  made  to  acquaint  all  now 
in  the  field,  both  social  workers  and  nurses,  with  the  facts  here 
outlined,  but  in  view  of  the  habit,  in  all  times,  of  delay  in  going 
to  the  doctor,  and  the  fact  that  eye  conditions,  as  only  one  of  the 
causes  of  suffering  of  refugees,  may  easily  be  neglected,  it  is 
Imperative  to  have  a definite  understanding  how  after-care  is  to 
be  managed  in  Halifax  from  now  on.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  "follow-up"  idea  from  a preventive  or  public  health  point  of 
view,  hss  not  been  developed  in  Halifax  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  need  is,  however,  so  olear,  and  the  response  to  the  suggestion 
has  been  so  prompt,  that  it  seems  practicable  to  carry  out,  if 
an  acceptable  plan  can  be  made.  In  making  a plan,  the  character 
of  the  refugee  families  of  Halifax  should  be  kept  clearly  in 
mind.  They  represent  a group  of  self-directing  citizens,  economic- 
ally Independent  before  disaster.  They  have  been  accustomed  to 
making  their  own  plans  and  not  to  being  planned  for.  ahstever 
arrangements  are  made  should  be  wholly  acceptable  from  tncir  point 
of  view.  nothing  has  been  more  impressive  in  Halifax  than  the 
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unfslling  recognition  of  tMs  feet,  as  shown  in  the  attitude  of 
more  fortunate  citizens  of  halifax  towards  their  suffering  neigh- 
bore.  Inevitably  this  is  not  as  keenly  sensed  by  strangers 
who  have  developed  efficient  plane  of  work  often  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  an  utterly  different  population. 

iiye  specialists  make  clear  that  the  slightest  pain  or 
inflammation  when  there  is  question  of  a foreign  body  like  glass 
in  the  eye,  is  to  be  instantly  heeded.  ihey  assure  us  that  laany 
eyes  were  lost  in  the  district  because  of  the  delayed  treatment. 
Ihis  is  to  be  emphasized  and  re-^mphasized.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, too,  that  eyes  have  never  before  been  put  to  the  terribly 
tests  that  characterize  this  dlsaeter,  oeverel  physicians  have 
suggested  the  possibility  of  simple  printed  directions  for  wide 
distribution,  advising  that  heed  be  paid  to  symptoms,  end  the  ad- 
vice of  the  nearest  oculist  sought.  If  approved  by  medical  author- 
ities, some  such  notice  as  the  following  might  be  tried;- 

I-ROMPI  ijgiilhl  OAbJt.  SAV£b  SIGHT . U 

If  you  or  any  of  your  family  or  neighbours  who  sufferef  \ 
by  the  explosion  of  i^ecember  6,  notice  the  least  pain  or  inf laaa^- \ 
tion  of  the  eye,  be  sure  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  nearest  eye  I 
specialist  at  once'.  Many  eyes  are  lost  through  delay,  iyes  j 
have  never  before  in  the  world  been  so  endangered  by  glass  as  in; 
this  explosion,  and  the  greatest  care  is  necessary  that  not  a i 
single  one  may  be  needlessly  added  to  the  blind  population.  • 

The  greatest  dangers  are;-  , > 

helay  in  removal  of  foreign  bodies:-  | 

i.ven  slight  pain  and  inf lenana tion  may  be  a sign  ; 

of  the  presence  of  glass. 

danger  of  losing  both  eyes  by  failure  to  take  care 

of  the  injured  one . 

{"Sympathetic  ophthalmia"  this  is  celled.) 

YODR  LYES  AttE  YOUR  BREAD  elXJNERo,  lAlLt  CARE  OW  IREM. 

Ralifax,  iiiovB  Scotia,  December,  1917. 

Approved  by  
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i-rlnted  iwt.rlal  of  ,omf  ouoh  kind,  oupploment.il  by 
. list  Of  ,y,  opoolollot.  .nd  cUnloo,  to.por,rUy  or  pornononu 
ly  avolUblo,  n.y  bo  dlotrlbutod  through  m.ny  oourooo.  .or  .ork 
in  indlrldual  oaaaa.  It  aa.ka  probabla  that  a apaolal  nurse  attaoh- 
.d  to  a pernanant  dlatrlot  nursing  staff  to  deyota  herself  to  eye 
problem,  in  oo-operetlon  with  ap.ol.l  after-oere  worker,  attaohed 

to  the  oohool  for  the  blind,  e,lght  he  the  uean.  of  working  out  the 
Whole  problem. 

i'i‘Wl3ioa  rod  oAKk  oi  lai, 
deed  for  provision  of  speoial  oare  for  the  blind  falls 
lu  two  lines;  (l)  she  Inmedlste  need  of  sn  eiperlenoed  after- 
oere  worker,  reeognlred  espeol.lly  at  the  hospitals,  and,  (2J 

need  of  funds  for  speoial  resources  for  training  and  oare,  more 
particularly  of  irom^n  aad  chlldrpa. 

ih,  immediate  need  of  an  exferlenoed  after-oare  worker 
preferably  attaohed  to  the  oohool  for  the  Mind,  to  whom  oases 
ready  for  discharge  from  the  hospitals  or  already  dlsoharged 
nay  be  referred  for  speoial  care,  is  already  felt.  Ihls  is' 
as  urgent  a,  preventive  work.  hot  only  because  reassuring 
oar.  is  needed  for  the  newly  blind  through  some  one  who  knows 
alat  Ilf.  in  the  dark  maens,  and  has  confidence  In  the  use  of 

than  that  of  sight,  but  beoause  persons  blinded  In 
this  disaster  have  endured  oth-r  sufferings  which  Increase  Im- 
neaaurebly  what  has  l„  itself,  heretofore,  been  considered  the 
-at  tragic  physical  deprivation  In  human  life,  latlent.  In  hoe- 
Plui.  are  beginning  to  be  reedy  for  the-ouratlve  occupations” 
that  may  help  them  to  face  what  Is  before  them. 


V 
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i>ora«  of  the  individuelB  now  in  hospitel,  neering  tne 


time  of  diecherge,  Trho  need  e kind  of  cere  for  vrhich  few  com- 
munitiee  have  special  provision,  ere  ee  follows:- 

(1)  A woman  of  Jl  now  totally  blind  ie  a patient  in  one 
hospital,  while  her  little  daughter,  9 years  of  age, 
totally  blind,  is  a patient  in  another,  iwo  other 
children  of  tiiis  mother  were  killed  in  the  explosion 
and  two  were  baaly  cut,  but  will  recover.  xne  hus- 
band and  father  was  killed  at  his  work,  'inis  mother 
wanted  to  be  told  about  •what  blind  women  may  do,  and 
felt  that  there  would  be  real  chances  in  life  for 
her  little  blind  daughter,  but  few  for  herself. 

(2)  In  another  family,  the  mother,  55  years  old,  is  totally 
blind,  the  father  has  lost  one  eye,  end  a child,  aged 
5,  le  totally  blind.  ihere  were  seven  children  in  all 
in  this  family,  of  whom  the  remaining  six  are  being 
cared  for  by  aged  grandparents.  One  of  these  children 
is  tubercular. 

(J)  A young  wife  of  19,  whose  husband  is  in  the  Army,  is 
still  in  hospital,  four  months  pregnant,  end  frantic 
over  practicfl  blindness. 

(а)  In  another  family,  the  mother  was  killed.,  ihe  father, 

a discharged  disabled  soldier,  who  has  lost  one  leg,  was 
not  injured  in  the  explosion,  -hen  their  two  children, 
little  girls,  were  seen  in  one  hospital,  one,  about 
2 1/2  years  old,  iied  had  one  eye  enucleated,  a hand 
nearly  severed  by  cuts,  and  had  bad  cuts  on  face;  the 
other  child,  about  2u  months  old,  had  had  to  have  both 
eyes  enucleated.  i'he  visiting  workers  met  the  volunteer, 
heretofore  Inexperienced  in  nursing,  who  had,  the  night 
of  the  disaster,  held  these  children  during  the  oper- 
ations . 

(5)  A mother,  4-5  years  of  age,  now  totally  blind,  had  five 
children,  of  whom  one  is  missing,  one  lost  a leg,  one 
is  suffering  from  other  serious  injury,  end  one  is 
totally  blind,  fhe  father  was  probably  killed,  as  he 
has  been  missing  since  the  explosion,  i’he  child  of 
their  married  daughter  is  slso  totally  blind  end  badly 
mutilated . 

(б)  A mother  of  59,  totally  blind,  had  a child  of  lu  totally 
blinded  in  the  explosion,  who  has  since  died.  A second 
child,  aged  12,  has  lost  one  eye.  'ihe  husbena,  a sol- 
dier, is  in  the  trenches,  oversees. 
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iio  reoommendptlon  can  be  made  for  epproprlstion 
of  money,  or  offer  of  service  for  the  blind  of  iisllfex,  with- 
out an  understanding  of  local  provision  for  cere  of  the  blind. 
Halifax  is  the  one  community  in  CEneda  equipped  with  e Hohool 
for  the  Blind  of  internstionel  reputetion,  which  cares  for  both 
children  and  adults.  It  is  the  Hchool  for  the  iiaritlme  Prov- 
inces. (see  accompanying  Annual  Heport)  . fhere  is  tiovernment 
provision  mt  for  payment  to  the  ochool  of  an  allowance  for  educa- 
tion for  all  blind  persons  from  six  to  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Ihere  is  also  provision  for  appropriation  for  the  special  train- 
ing of  adults  recommended  as  suitable  candidates,  ihe  school 
has  also  taken  part  in  the  training  of  a small  group  of  soldiers 
disabled  by  blindness.  Hlnce  the  war,  the  finances  of  this 
School  have  naturally  been  affected  as  have  those  of  other  institu- 
tions. It  is  g difficult  problem  for  any  institution  in  a com- 
munity doubly  taxed  by  war  and  disaster  to  face  suddenly  the 
needs  of  a blind  population,  - at  least  doubled,  end  an  increase 
in  the  blind  population  in  an  entirely  new  direction,  - notably 
of  women  between  the  ages  of  21  end  4-5.  Aork  for  the  blind  is 
in  any  case  expensive,  and  in  oase  of  provision  for  women  to  whom 
few  and  ill-paid  occupations  are  open,  and  in  this  instance  of 
women  deprived  of  their  natural  means  of  support  as  well  as  their 
sight,  the  cost  will  inevitably  be  greet.  mhatever  action  the 
Government  takes,  it  is  sure  to  be  delayed  by  complex  questions 
l.nvolved  in  settlement,  and  it  is  wholly  conceivable  that  the  fora 
of  relief  decided  upon  may  not  touch  the  questions  of  shelter 
and  curative  occupation  that  ere  so  immedlcte.  ihe  privilege  of 
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assuming  a share  in  beerlng  this  burden  is  open  to  the 
American  £ted  Gross . 

Glr  irederick  and  ^dy  -eraser  have  already  opened 
their  oira  apartments  for  the  care  of  blinded  infants  when  they 
are  ready  for  discharge  from  the  various  hospitals,  end  have 
passed  the  need  for  medical  and  surgical  care. 


Copies  of  newspaper  elippings. 

Sir  -arederick  end  lady  -srescr  have  offered  their  little 
son's  nursery  to  ell  the  children  who  as  the  result  of  the  greet 
eetastrophe  have  lost  their  sight  — most  piteous  fate',  -.aster 
-e^red  is  very  keen  indeed  to  have  the  smell  sufferers  come  in 
and  very  eager  to  do  his  bit  to  make  them  happy.  oir  .arederick, 
ever  on  the  alert  to  secure  for  the  blind  the  fullest  possible 
advantage  both  in  the  matter  of  skilled  medical  attention  and 
the  educetion  which  takes  away  the  chief  terror  of  blindness 
(dependence),  has  been  profoundly  stirred,  as  has  lady  -eraser, 
by  the  wide  spread  injury  to  eyes,  and  both  in  conversation  with 
ihe  -aereld  expressed  the  hope  that  suffering  little  children 
would  be  be  brought  to  the  nursery,  where  they  will  be  given  the 
tenderest  ca re . 


i:o  ijpen  iSiursery. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  open  a -tJiursery  in  tne 
^superintendent' s apartments,  School  for  the  Blind,  for  babies 
blinded  by  the  explosion,  where  the  little  ones  will  be  tenderly 
eared  for.  Applications  for  the  reception  of  all  children 
under  six  years  of  age  should  be  made  to  Lady  -Eraser,  bchool 
for  the  Blind. 


Lecember  19,  1917. 
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ifrom  th€  iioerd  end  ^orporstioa  of  the  ^.chool  for  the 
Blind,  a Committee  was  appointed  on  ^^ecember  15th,  ae  follows, 
for  Halifax  Blind  relief  work. 


Representing  the  Board:  Charles  Archibald 

■jir  A.  B.  Aaly,  a.  C.  ii . 
u.  R.  Brookfield 

Rr.  •'ustice  -aarris.  Vice-chairman, 

(Chairman,  iinance  Com- 
mittee, nslifax  relief) 


Representing  the 

Corporation;  w.  a.  alack 

(j.  Rc'^regor  -.itchell  ) supply  Committee, 

) Belifax 

A.  A,  -hitmen  ) relief 

C.  B.  iernen  - Becretnry 


sir  jsrederick  iraser  - Ohairman 


Various  contributions  of  small  emounts  have  been  sent  to 
this  Committee,  iollowing  is  an  illustration: - 
Copy  of  newspaper  cl ipping. 

♦5,CCC  for  Aellef  of  iialifax  nlinded. 

Ottawa,  December  Jl  — Announcement  was  made  here  to- 
day that  three  thousand  dollars  has  been  subscribed  by  members 
of  the  Canadian  xleheries  association  for  the  relief  of  tnose 
blinded  in  the  nelifax  disaster.  ihe  sum  represents  contributions 
from  fishermen,  skippers  and  dealers  from  all  parts  of  Canada. 

Ihe  contribution  will  be  made  through  .s.  V.  wilson,  president  of 
the  Canadian  xieheries  assooiation,  Jti.«^lifex. 

. . .x-vening  Jtail,  January  1,  1918. 


.1. 
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Upon  l«>pving  nslifex  Oenuery  1,  the  two  worters  sent  by 
ijE.  lothrop,  turned  over  to  &lr  j’rederick  ireser,  with  the  ep- 
provel  of  i^r.  0.  0.  Gerstene  end  *.168  -kCi.-thon,  hists  1 end  J — 
the  elphebeticel  and  clpssifled  lists  of  eye  injuries,  — and  left 
with  ii-r.  Garstens  i-ist  2,  the  seme  cases  arrangec  by  nospitele  end 
other  sources  of  report. 

In  discussing  this  question  of  eye  injuries  et  xielifax, 
three  questions  ueuelly  come  up;  ■t^ow  do  you  account  for  the  eerly 
reports  of  numbers?  how  do  you  account  for  the  large  proportion 
of  women?  ehet  is  your  estimate  of  the  final  results?  answers 
to  these  questions  can  be  based  partly  on  fact,  partly  on  im- 
pressions . 

ihe  early  figures  were  very  nsturally  exaggerated.  In 
hospitals  end  on  streets,  the  obviously  large  numbers  of  bandaged 
eyes  still  leave  you  with  the  feeling  that  figures  of  any  size 
might  be  true.  If  you  did  not  know  that  patients  were  often 
transferred  from  one  hospital  to  another  and  counted  three  times, 
that  two  physicians  who  worked  on  the  same  case  each  reported  it, 
and  that  a very  large  number  of  injuries  were  outside  the  eye 
rather  than  injury  to  the  eye  itself,  you  might  still  believe  some 
of  the  higher  estimates. 

•Knowledge  of  individual  histories  lesds  to  the  belief 
that  the  large  number  of  women  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  thet 
the  men  of  these  families  were  in  many  cases  killed  st  their  work; 
the  children  in  many  cases  killed  at  their  school;  while  the  mothers 
in  a large  number  of  homes,  survived  with  injuries  from  blows 
end  from  glass. 
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As  to  fin®l  results  — tii®t  is  a metter  pertly 
of  facts,  partly  of  Impressions.  i'he  facts  so  fer  recorded, 
and  the  estimates  of  several  physicians  who  have  been  close  to 
the  situation  from  tne  start,  point  to  one  hundred  as  the  prob- 
able list  of  "totally  or  practically  blind  in  both  eyes",  ihe 
conditions  that  make  this  a minimum  estimate  and  make  150  - 2iJU 
quite  conceivable,  ere  that  uncertainty  of  outcome  is  greatly 
increesed  by  the  neglect  incidental  to  an  ill-protected  popula- 
tion, suffering  from  many  other  than  eye  injuries,  and  often 
dispersed  far  from  the  cere  of  the  eye  specialist. 

SXR  rjihijlitlCK  I'hAoiLR  *5  . 

(vopies  of  newspaper  clippings.) 

oir  Jirederlck  eraser  believes  the  estimate  of 
21u  persons  being  blinded  is  below  the  mark,  ihe  proportion 
of  blinded  in  the  army  at  the  front  is  one  in  lO.Oti^.  In 
xtp.llfax  the  proportion  has  been  55  lO.OCt. 


Over  200  will  be  iotally  .Blind. 

ior  some  months  halifax  has  been  struggling  with 
the  problem  of  training  the  returned  blind  soldier  for 
taking  up  life  afresh.  Tne  explosion  has  added  materially 
to  the  number  of  those  people  who  will  need  such  training, 
ihe  majority  of  operations  being  performed  throughout  the 
City  are.  upon  the  eyes,  and  it  is  estimated  tliat  not  fewer 
than  2wti  or  250  of  those  who  were  injured  will  be  totally 
blind.  in  one  day  the  Victoria  Ceneral  •ucepital  alone  per- 
formed sixty  operations  for  the  removal  of  hopelessly  in- 
jured eyes. 


s 
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Two  points  of  isaportence  in  an  economio  sense 
should  not  he  overloolced.  Cne  it,  that  the  eignificence 
of  one  eye  losses  cennot  he  minimized,  especislly  in  the  esse 
of  men.  It  is  Tell  known  thst  the  renks  of  the  sdult  blind 
are  often  recruited  under  ordinary  conditions  from  men  who 
have  lost  sn  eye  early,  ssy  through  smell  pox  or  injury,  end 
thought  nothing  more  about  it  until  e dengerous  trade,  ssy 
the  steel  industry,  deprived  them  of  the  other.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  too,  that  unless  specisl  provisions  sre  msde  for 
employment  of  the  hendiospped  in  industries  coming  under  the 
iorkmen's  Compensetion  end  the  iwnployers'  iiebility  Acts,  men 
or  women  losing  the  sight  of  one  eye  are  liable  to  difficulty 
in  finding  employment  in  these  occupstions  under  existing 
laws.  It  is  true  that  many  people  have  lived  out  their 
lives  comfortPbly  with  the  sid  of  only  one  eye,  but  the  great- 
ly increased  risks  both  to  eyesight  and  occupation  cannot  be 
overlooked. 

The  other  economic  situation,  suggested  at  various 
f points  in  the  report,  is  that  we  have  here  more  then  the  usual 


serious  economic  condition  of  single  blinded  individuals,  ee 
cannot  assume,  as  some  of  the  illustrations  have  already  shown, 
the  usual  family  background,  isometimes  there  ere  several 
blinded  in  one  or  both  eyes  in  one  family,  in  other  Instances 
there  may  be  only  one  blinded  individual,  but  very  little,  or 
no,  family  has  survived.  iemllies  where  one  out  of  forty-two 
connections,  two  out  of  ten,  and  so  on,  are  all  who  remain,  were 
commonly  reported  in  Halifax.  &ven  with  a surviving  older 
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generation,  it  is  inconoelveble  that  grandparents  In  average 
olreumstanoes  can  afford  the  burden  of  care  of  e widowed  blind 
daughter  with  a blind  child  and  perziaps  other  uninjured  children. 

It  is  easily  forgotten  that  txie  handicap  of  blindness  is  a life- 
long economic  and  physical  handicap,  - not  a temporary  one. 
iven  if  the  numbers  of  blind  are  subetantielly  less  than  eerly 
reports  gave  us,  it  is  to  be  realized  that  tne  economic  situations 
and  the  extremity  of  immediate  needs  resulting  from  eye  injuries  cannot 
be  exeggereted. 
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ihe  follo’iring  recommenuf tlons  are  the  result  of  the 


eichflnge  of  telegrems  ena  letters  end  of  conferences  which 
have  80  far  taken  place 

1.  i'hat,  without  delay,  the  expenses  of  a small  staff 
to  be  attached  to  the  ochool  for  the  £lind,  consisting  of  a 
nurse,  an  after-care  worker  or  workers,  and  a clerk,  be  author- 
ized. The  nurse,  whether  attached  to  the  oohool  or  to  a per- 
manent local  district  nursing  service,  will  devote  herself  to 
follow-up  for  preventive  work;  the  after-care  worker,  or  workers, 
will  take  up  oases  discharged  from  hospitels,  and  provide  cur- 
ative occupatione  wherever  needed;  the  clerk  will  keep  up  the 
register  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  wir  jirederick  .araser.  (^r. 
Carstens  has  wired  this  plan  to  4.r.  l-ersons  for  approvsl.) 

2.  i'hat  8 joint  committee  of  three  Oanediene  and  three 
itftterioans  be  asked  to  serve  as  advisers  to  the  xielifax  uchool 
for  the  Blind  and  the  iunericen  ixed  Cross,  in  formulating  far- 
ther plans  for  cere  of  the  blind  in  nslifax.  (ihe  three  persons 
named  for  the  nelifex  School  for  the  Blind,  are  A.r.  •>u6tice 
Barrie,  C.  j.  I'ernan,  end  isir  Frederick  eraser.  ii*.r.  Carstens 
has  wired  Mr.  xersons  about  this.) 

J.  That  all  tentative  plans  so  far  discussed  for  taking 
cere  of  the  increased  number  of  blind  children  in  excess  of  school 
aocommode tions , and  for  the  care  of  adults,  especially  of  women, 
be  held  subject  to  the  development  of  further  follow-up  work  and 
to  the  co\mBel8  of  the  committee  provided  for  above. 


Bespeetfully  submitted  to  the  ^uaerican  Aed  Cross, 
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Ji  2 QXijLGh  ~UJr' « 

ii*llfsx  and  i^firtmouth,  move  ^cotia 
itpplBter  of  i^ersons  blinded  by  i/ecember,  1917,  explosion, 

(sTirnsme  first)  tex  Oolor  v>ingle  or  ^rried 

Year  of  birth  Birthplace 

Address  st  time  of  explosion 
xresent  address 
ititure  address 

lAlilVi  (names  and  address  of  nearest  relative;  weeds  registered  irith 

rehabilitation  Com- 
mittee 


BLINDNESS  **8rtiRl 

right  eye 

Left  eye 

iotal  .tnuoleated 

Cause 

(glass  or  other; 

4here  treated 
ihyslcian 

Chances  of  improvement 

.i,iate 
i;e  te 
Late 

GiNEnAL  aiALIK 

Before  explosion 
iilnce  explosion 

IBEVIOUS  iJXJCAIICN 

Common 

righ 

special 

OOCUrATION 

BEEORE  EXPLOSION 

Av.  weekly 
earnings 

Emp.  last 

12  months 

Xears 

employed 

SUPIOfiT 

BEFOBL  EXPLOSION 

Occupation 

Jiamily 

income  Pension  .relief 

■deferred  by 

Interviewed  (at  hospital  by 
(elsewhere  by 

- 

Date 
Date 
■we  te 

recommendetion; 

Late 

* In  case  of  "partial"  blindness  learn,  if  possible,  physician's 
estimate  of  remaining  fraction  of  sight  after  ell  possible  medical 
care  and  with  the  best  glasses  obteineble.  Btete  whether  petient 

(1)  sees  light  only,  or 

(2)  has  sufficient  sight  to  avoid  running  into  objects,  or 
(5)  is  able  to  distinguish  color  and  see  to  play  oerds,  but 

unable  to  reed,  or 

(4)  is  able  to  read  but  forbidden  to  use  his  sight  long 
enough  for  tliat  purpose. 
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Got)i?8  of  CllpplngB  from  xifllfei  i.ews::Rp*»re,  ^eoember, 
1917. 


re- 


iysrtmouth,  ^^eceiaber  12  --  ■•►rs.  Jsmes  Cooper,  iiawthorne 
street  vss  the  only  resident  In  the  south  end  of  ^ertmouth  irho  tes 
killed  -hen  the  first  rumble  of  the  explosion  came,  sne  fren- 
tteallv  grabbed  her  bebe  and  c second  later  vas  blown  tnrough  the 
iiSiw  fevering  an  artery  in  her  throat  and  bleeding  to  death. 
ntv  husband  was  away  to  work,  and  before  the  neighbors  coulo  get 
medical  Bid  ^re.  Cooper  was  deed.  ine  baby  has  since  died  as  a 
^ult  ff  inluries  suffered  when  it  was  blown  through  the  window  hud- 
dled in  its  mother's  arms,  a husband  and  one  cnild  survives. 

jeverel  well  knotm  ^/ertmouth  women  have  lost  tne  sight  of 
both  eyes,  while  a number  of  others  have  sufferea  the  loss  of  one  eye. 
Lts  William  ^umaresq,  who  resided  at  luft's  Cove,  had  ootn  eyes 
gouged  out  by  coming  in  contact  witn  oroken  glass,  her  nusband  was 
killed  at  the  plant  of  the  xialifex  breweries.  nie  bouy  was  founa  on 
the  railroad  track  soon  after  the  explosion.  he  ..as  a county  con- 
sUble  and  had  frequently  worked  at  painting.  uis  wife  and  two 

children  had  a miraculous  escape  from  death.  xhe  three  are  badly 

out  i'hey  were  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  and  be- 
cause of  the  way  in  which  it  wrecked  all  means  of  escspe  except  by 
jumping  from  the  bedroom  window  a distance  of  twenty-five  feet,  was 

cut  off. 

ifith  her  two  children  huddled  in  one  arm,  i-rs.  i/umaresq 
clung  frantically  to  the  broken  window  sash,  crying  wildly  for 
help.  Che  clung  there  for  nearly  ten  minutes,  before  assistance 
cam®  "ied"  Craham  rushed  into  the  house  end  heroically  rescued 
her  and  her  two  children.  After  seeing  that  she  wee  well  oared  for 
he  searched  the  neighborhood  for  over  two  hours  for  his  wife  and  family 
rn®v  were  more  or  less  severely  cut  by  flying  glass.  ...  . 

It  is  believed  that  ibrs . C.  a.  Orathorne  has  lost  tne  sicnt 
of  both  eyes.  ohe  was  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  explosion 
and  was  shelled  by  broken  glass,  aer  house  is  . 

shore  and  at  a point  almost  opposite  where  tne  munition  ship  • 

The  house  wae  badly  wrecked,  whe  was  removed  to  the  home  of  hr 
father,  br.  -Morris  of  -middle  J.usquodoboit . 
about  the  face,  but  not  seriously,  anc  is  able  to 

iliss  Irene  ientzell,  Albert  street,  lost  one  eye,  ana  was  severely 
cut  about  the  face. 


Ara.  «•.  0.  Bishop  will  likely  lose  one.  eye.  she  is  pro- 
greasing  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  i^r . bishop's  house  on  ileasen 
btreet,  north,  wae  badly  damaged,  but  is  not  beyond  repsii. 


George  berguson,  ir.,  motor-truck  driver  for  the  Ooasumers' 
Cordage  Company,  has  lost  one  eye  and  may  lose  the  signt  of  the  ovi- 
er.  .le  was  at  the  works  when  tne  explosion  occurred  ana  was  looking 
at  the  fire  from  the  business  office  window,  i-eo  Graham,  manager 
of  the  works,  had  to  have  one  eye  removed  end  he  :aay  yet  lose  the 
sight  of  the  other. 

Are.  Archie  eraser,  niindmlll  noad,  is  recovering  from  her 
wounds.  Her  two  children  suffered  severely.  One  child  has  lost  the 
sight  of  both  eyes  while  t .e  other  hes  lost  one  eye. 


A 
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^ Copies  of  X^CTspeper  Ollppiags.  Oontlaued, 

iirs.  uwen  isawlor,  relzsnt  street,  has  lost  the  sight 
of  hoth  eyes.  i**r • wpwlor  is  safe  and  the  sou  is  recovering  from 
outs,  i'heir  nome  was  destroyed,  fire  finishing  whet  the  explosion 
left. 


lir.  fisher,  en  oil  merchant,  well  known  throughout  the 
city,  whose  home  wes  at  4-U5  1/2  Cottingen  street,  had  his  house 
completely  demolished,  his  wife  being  bsdly  cut  and  having  one 
arm  broken,  while  he  has  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye. 


Certainly  the  compassion  of  the  community  - its  heart- 
felt sympatliy  — must  go  out  to  hobert  oimmons,  a returned  soldier 
of  the  85th  battalion,  in  the  heavy  load  of  sorrow  fallen  upon 
him  through  the  greet  catastrophe.  i.r.  Cimiaons'  home  was  at  5 
Miffus  street.  his  family  consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  fine 
children  — tlie  picture  of  this  group  of  a brave  man’s  dearest 
is  here  shown.  The  mother  was  killed  by  the  explosion.  Ihe 
smiling  older  child  with  arm  clasping  his  mother's  neck,  lost  the 
sight  of  both  eyes;  the  baby,  sitting  in  happy  confidence  on 
the  mother's  knee,  lost  the  sight  of  one.  wiell  may  such  sorrow 
as  this  stir  us  to  a veiy  passion  of  ^linistry. 

(tvening  iasil,  December  26,  I917.; 


borne  who  lost  an  eve. 

Among  those  who  lost  one  of  their  eyes  in  the  ex- 
plosion were  hussel  fard,  the  well-known  athlete  and  an  employee 
«t  Gland's  Brewery;  iilss  bvelyn  iiacvoaeld,  i»isynard  btreet; 

"■illiem  liibestley,  conductor  with  the  Iram  Company;  Corporal 
Jo'rm  cull  Ivan,  6bth  f.  L.  f.;  iilss  Beulah  bmith.  Cedar  btreet; 

1^0  Hsnlon,  iiorth  iitetion  News  ii'tsncl;  iirs.  J^siaes  uan- 

Ion  and  Miss  Mary  Mulcahy,  nurse  at  the  infectious  hospital. 

These  are  only  a few  of  those  who  were  so  unfortunate  as  to 

lose  one  of  their  eyes.  The  complete  list  will  contain  the  names  of 

about  four  hundred  people. 

(i-vening  Mall,  December  27,  1917.) 
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RiCORC  OF  HiiLIFiX  EXPLOSION  BLIND, 
August  15,  1918, 


Totally  or  practically  blind,  2^ 
Partially  blind,  5 
Both  eyes  defective, 

One  eye  blind,  other  defective,  3« 
One  eye  partially  blind,  otner  defective,  I5 
One  eye  blind,  other  O.K.,  242 
One  eye  partially  blind,  other  O.K.,  22 
One  eye  defective,  other  O.K.,  24 
One  eye  blind,  other  result  unknown 

(under  investigation),  17 
One  eye  O.S., other  result  unknown 

(awaiting  investigation),  5 
lye  injuries  unlcnown  (awaiting  investigation),  69 
Both  eyes  now  O.X.,  ^44 
No  injury  to  eye  itself,  121 
Not  disaster  cases,  sq 
Died, 


Halifax.  H.  S.,  Uaroh.  7,  1918 


Total  number  of  Blind 

II  B Both  Eyes  Doubtful 

II  M One  eye  doubtful.. 

One  eye  blind,  other  0.  K. 

Both  eyes  Injured,  now  0.  K.... 

Unable  to  locate 

Out  of  town,  Untnown 

Not  caused  by  Explosion 

Died 


7>2 

58 

171 

124 

184 

80 

20 

17 

7 


Total  Registration....  6?3 


TOTALLY  OR  PRACTICALLY  BLIND. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

2 

3 

unQQr  D 
c on 

6 

10 

AH 

10 

15 

A 1 ftn 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Age  not 

0 

0 

Total. . . 

18 

32 

BOTH  EYES  DOUBTFUL. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1 

1 

UnQ.6x  o 
c on 

12 

15 

Ol  ^ ACi 

23 

31 

0 

3 

3 

4 

Age  not 

2 

4 

Total. . . 

41 

58 

t 


ONE  EYE  DOUBTFUL. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

12 

17 

on 

22 

36 

Ol  An 

62 

75 

Ai  — ftn 

28 

39 

1 

1 

Age  not 

St/Sl'tfOd* 

2 

3 

Total 44 

127 

171 

Ualos.  Females.  Total. 
39  85  124 

41  83  124 


One  eye  blind  othei  0.  K 

Both  eyes  injured, now  0.  


IIUMBKRR . 


January  26th,  191d. 


Totally  or  yjractically  blind 56 

Doubtful  (either  inadequate  inform- 
ation of  outcorae  not  yet  settled 250 

One  eye  lost  but  the  remaining 

eye  normal  vision 206 

Recovered  vision  both  eyes 25 

Unable  to  locate  after  repeated  efforts  10 

Total 547 


Of  56  blind,  19  a*re  male,  37  female. 
The  age  groups  are  as  follows 


Under  6 years 5 (2  male,  3 female) 

6 to  2o  years 11  ( 6 » 5 " ) 

21  to  40  years 28  ( 7 ” 21  " ) 

41  to  60  years 9(4  " 5 " ) 

)/ 

Over  60  years 3(0"  3 " ) 


,56 


Total 


*•) 

c. 


The  agf>  groupa  are  as  followa;- 


Under  6 years 14.(  6 Male  7 Pemale  1 Sex  net  stated) 

6 to  20  years 3H(12  » 26  » ) 

21  to  40  years ^3(17  " 66  ><  ) 

41  to  6o  years 4j(  lu  " 30  » ) 

Over  60  years l(  1 « 0 « ) 

Age  not  stated 74(23  " 43  « g « » ) 

Total 250 


Tne  group  "One  eye  blind  and  one  eye  normal  vision" 
numbers  241;-  all  cases  in  which  there  was  not  a clear  state- 
ment of  vision  in  the  remaining  eye  have  been  left  in  "doubtful". 
Of  these  241  cases,  g2  are  males,  157  females,  sex  not  Known  2. 
The  age  groups  are  as  follows 


under  6 years 14(  b Male  6 Peiuale  2 sex  not  stated J 

6 to  20  years 59(28  " 31  n ^ 

21  to  40  years 59(16  " 43  <>  ) 

41  to  6u  years 43(17  » 26  " ) 

over  60  years  3(  0 " 3 " ) 

Age  not  stated 2g(  6 " 22  " ) 

Hecov=‘red  vision  in 

both  eyes 2 5(  7 " 18  " ) 

Hnable  to  locate  after 

repeated  efforts...  io(  2 " g » ^ 

Total 241 


1.  To  what  extent  do  you  consider  our  special  sight-saving  clinic,  cr 
both  clinics,  have  been  worth  while? 

2.  Why  did  Dr,  Harvey  leave  so  soon? 

3.  Why  is  Dr.  McDonald  to  return? 

4.  Why  did  Dr.  Sterling  favor  the  re-opening? 

5.  Did  Dr.  Blank  mean  to  include  the  eye  cases  among  the  suicidal  pos- 
sibilities? 

6.  Are  you  still  working  on  sight-saving  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent? 

7.  Are  you  making  the  studies  on  oases  brought  to  the  school  by  your 
one  nurse,  or  in  their  homes? 

8.  When  do  you  expect  to  finish  such  vocational  study  as  can  be  prop- 
erly made  at  this  stage  of  recovery?  in  other  words,  when  are  you  hoping 
to  finish  up? 

9.  What  are  the  present  numbers  of  the  blinded,  etc.? 

10.  To  what  extent  did  publio  opinion  seem  to  be  with  Sir  Frederick  in 
his  and  our  sight-saving  plans? 

11.  Has  the  opposition  of  the  local  eye  men,  or  anything  else,  encour- 
aged private  or  publio  (press)  insinuations  against  the  Committee  receiving 
special  contributions  for  blind  relief?  (I  told  Sir  Frederick  I had  heard 

a little  of  this  before  coming  away.) 


W'aU  IX,  li^"^. 


/ 


Mr  Allen,  Chairman, 

Joint  Executive  Committee. 

In  response  to  a telegram  Jan.  14th,  from  H alii  n x ^ 


Committee  asking  me  to  take  the  management  of  a sight 
saving  clinic^open  immediately  v;ith  a government  appointed 

A, 

oculisy  I was  sent  up  by  the  American  Red  Cross  to  v/ork 


I was  s 


under  Mr.  Allen  (their  representative)  and  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser. 

I began  my  duties  Jan.  17th,  at  that  date  the  register 
contained  500  names  of  people  suffering  from  eye  injuries 
cqpsod  by  the  Dec.  6th  explosion.  From  the  date  of  the 
disaster  the  school  nurse  Miss.  Lockward  had  been  constantly 
at  work  and  beginning  the  afternoon  of  January  17th,  her  work 
was  supplemented  by  the  Victorian  Order  hurses.  Five  f^ull 
time  Victoria  Order  nurses  and  one  half  time  nurse  wore 
kept  busy  visiting  nev/  and  revising  critical  eye  cases  to  see 
that  the  sufferers  were  having  every  possible  thing  done  to 
save  sight.  Our  first  policy  was  to  give  an  order  on  an 
oculist  where  no  oculist  v/as  already  treating  the  case. 

V/hen  a sufferer  v;as  too  ill  to  walk  or  go  in  the  oar  the  nurse 
v/as  authorized  to  take  her  in  a carriage.  Later  stopped 
issuing  order  as  the  i.Ledlcal  Relief  had  the  matter  in  charge. 

Orders  v/ore  likewise  issued  for  eye-glasses  and  g,laBS  eyes. 

The  good  result  of  the  faithful  work  done  by  the 
nurses  cannot  be  counted  in  mere  figures.  Their  v.'ork  can 
only  bo  estimated  on  '^ho  "stitch  in  time"  basis.  If  the 
stitch  is  not  taken  all  the  world  runs  the  extend  of  the 
damage  but  if  the  stitch  is  taken  the  dtuiiage  is  corrected 
or  made  so  8li( ht  that  it  passes  unnoticed.  So  with  some  of 


the  eye  cases  whore  the  individual  was  too  stunned,  careless, 
ignorant  or  indifferent  to  realize  the  urgent  need  of  iiim- 
edlate  and  constant  care,  the  nurses  visits  proved  of  untold 
value.  Mo  count  will  ever  show  how  many  people  owe  present 
sight  to  the  follow  up  care  of  these  nurses. 


VICTORIAN  OhDSR  of  MURSES. 


Mame . 


Miss.  S.  L.  Jardine. 
11  McLennan 

II  E.  R.  McCraXen 

II  Eva  Clark 


Date . 
began 

Jan.  17 

II  II 

•I  21 

II  II 


Date. 

finished. 

Feb.  9 

II  PS 

11  9 

On  duty  to  April  17 


II  Kate  Morton 


23 


Feb.  23 


Murse  from  School  fcr  the  Blind,  Miss.  M.  LocXward. 


There  v/ere  many  unavoidable  delays  in  starting  the  eye 
clinic.  The  local  oculists  unfortunately  looked  upon  the 
clinic  as  a criticism  of  their  work.  However  after  many 
disappointments  a clinic  was  opened  at  the  School  fcr  the  Blind 
Jan.  31st.  The  original  idea  was  to  have  a regulto:  clinic 
opened  at  the  School  for  the  Blind  every  day  and  all  day  where 
eye  disaster  victims  could  come  as  tlieir  right  without  in  any 
sense  being  considered  chai’ity  patients  and  have  eyes  treated, 
receive  glass  eyes  and  be  refracted  if  necessary. 

It  v/as  found  impossible  to  establish  such  a clinic,  the 
best  that  could  be  done  vfas  to  have  a place  where  people  could 
come  for  consultation. 

One  of  the  local  oc-ulists  was  on  service  each  afternoon 
vi  + h rihy'^i  clan . 
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sevonty-nine  eye  cases  attended  the  clinic.  The  local  men 
tooh  Dr.  Stirling  around  to  patients  in  hospitals  and  homes 

in  the  moritings. 

The  second  clinic  was  hold  from  Fob.  15th-22  Inclusive 
with  Dr.  Hai’vey  of  Providence  R.I.  as  consultant  engaged  oy 
the  Halifax  Relief  Commission.  Sixty-six  cases  attendea  the 
clinic.  The  local  oculists  were  on  service  and  Dr.  Harvey 
visited  outside  patients.  Eye  sufferers  came  for  the  com- 
fort and  peace  of  mind  of  knowing  that  they  had  done  or  >yMX. 
still  doing,  all  that  was  possible  to  save-  or  regain  vision. 

Many  were  refraction  cases,  many  will  need  later  to  have 
plastic  operations.  Some  r.erve  cases  and  were  referred 

to  Dr.  McDonald,  Neurologist  from  Providence,  R.I.  who  was  in 
Halifax  for  a time.  It  was  felt  unfortunate  that  the  Halifax 
Relief  Commission  v/ould  not  allov/  greater  publicity,  it  is 
foiu-ed  many  did  not  know  about  this  second  clinic  until  too 
late.  That  the  first  reports  of  blindness  following  the 
disaster  were  so  Itur-go,  may  be  duo  to  the  fact  that  dust, 
smoke  and  powder  so  inflamed  eyes  that  many  whose  eyes  are  now 
all  right  have  said  that  for  aays  the  eyes  were  so  swollen 
they  could  see  nothing.  Guts  on  lids  or  nei-or  eyes,  glass  in 
eye  but  not  affecting  vision  and  other  causes  necessitating 
bandages,  and  the  rromber  of  one  eye  enucleations  all 

helped  to  swell  the  reports  of  blindness. 

The  total  number  of  people  v/hc  met  into-  v/ith  eye  injur- 
ies will  perhaps  never  be  knovm  as  probably  many  people 
left  tovm. 

It  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  keep  in  touch  with 
people  as  they  jvtAX.  necessarily  constantly  changing  their 

Many  are  still  livinr.  with  relations  or  friono.s, 
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moving  into  temporary  quarters  erected  on  the  Common  and 
Exhibition  jrounds,  or  still  in  hospitals. 

up  to  this  date  the  majority  of  eye  sufferers  have  not 
been  in  a mental  or  physical  state  for  re-education  or 
industrial  endeavor. 

The  tea.cher  from  the  School  for  the  Blind  is  visiting 
and  giving  instruction  in  reading  by  touch,  knitting,  the 
use  of  writing  board  etc.  Owing  to  crowded  conditions  under 
v/hich  sc  many  are  living  it  is  difficult  h both  pupil  and 

teacher  to  make  marked  progress. 

The  unusually  severe  v/lnter  and  d-roadful  ccno.ition  of 
the  streets  has  made  it  hard  and  unsafe  for  the  nev/ly  blinded 
to  got  about . 

Women  between  the  ages  of  21  and  40  years  were  the  ones 
to  receive  the  greatest  number  of  injuries. 

Out  of  the  seventy-one  cases  for  whom  "study"  cards  were 
made  thirty-seven  v/cre  v/omen,  of  this' number  four  are  already 
in  the  school  for  the  Blind  trhe  Blind  and  seventeen  have 
babies  or  little  children  to  care  for.  Und_er  ordinciry 
circumstances  their  time  v/ould  be  considered  t'lully  occupied 
vrith  the  housekeeping  and  care  of  the  children.  As  yet 

the  need  for  occupational  work  has  not  been  felt  to  any  extent^ 

several  have  been  semi  invalids  (many  have  other  injuries 
besides  the  eyes)  and  the  housing,  living,  relief  Jind  pension 
problems  have  been  the  questions  they  wanted  settled  first. 

Prom  nov;  on  seems  the  moment  to  awaken  interest  in  in— 
distrlal  training,  to  have  teachers  frequently  visit  and 
instruct  in  their  homes  those  v/ho  are  not  able  or  fit  to  go 
out.  For  those  v/hc  can  leave  home  for  at  least  a part  of 

ripv  It,  v/ould  be  well  for  the?*«-  to  attend  the  summci  school 


Sir  Frederick  expects  to  stt-rt  at  the  School  for  the  Blind. 
Besides  the  opportunity  for  training  under  right  conditions  the 
fact  of  ^;ottlng  cut,  the  change  of  scons  and  thought  and  the 
value  of  having  definite  v/ork  to  do  at  a definite  time  must 
tend  for  benificial  results.  Guides  should  be  provided  to 
take  them  to  and  from  the  School  and  their  homes. 

The  recreational  side  will  be  the  most  difficult  as  there 
are  so  fov/  concerts  or  amusement  places  aside  from  the  moving 
pictures  houses. 

k^iticularly  is  uiie  recreationcil  side  not  to  be  caster 

locked  or  disregarded,  the  explosion  victims  need  to  have 
their  minds  tiirned  to  cheerful  things  in  oroer  not  to  dv'ell 
on  the  horrors  of  the  explosion. 

The  problem  of  the  care,  re-education  and  industrial 
training  of  these  explosion  victims  is  not  one  to  be  settled 
in  weeks  or  it  will  need  attention,  study  and  v/ork 

indiflnitcly . The  seeing  and  blind  alike  in  Halifax  wall 
need  to  be  taught  resources  and  possibilities  ano.  educatt.<^ 
to  know  what  can  bo  done  without  sight  through  the  cultivation 
of  all  other  senses.  If  wisely  led  and  thoroughly  in- 
structed the  blind  can  accomplish  much,  but  tiio  sighted  must 
also  be  educated  to  accompany  them  step  by  stop  so  that  the 

dividing  line  betv/een  the  blinded  and  sighted  may  not  be  too 
marked. 

To  Miss  Stevens,  my^  jissistant , Miss  Russell,  Inspector 
oi  the  Victorian  Oracr  of  kursos,  the  nurses,  teachers  and 
volunteers  I wish  to  express  appreciation  ior  iiolp  given 
d^uring  my  throe  months  v.'ork  among  tJiem  in  Halifax. 

To  the  members  of  the^^!d'-»i>/“iyi/cx4.£i^^nomraittce  and  the 
American  Hod  Cross  I am  indebted  for  having  given  vvJt  this 


-t- 


opporti-inlty  i-or  porvlce  ainonp,  the  Halifax  explosion  vlctiins  . 
rnd  to  Sir  Predcrieh  and  Laoy  Fraser  I extend  my  thanhs 
for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  to  me  v/hilo  a v/crker  in  this 
city. 


Respoctfull  submitted, 


Mr,;  Allen,  ChuinLan,! 

Joint  Executive  CoOiO.!  tlftt,; 

In  response  to  a telegraa  Jan,]  14tri,  froir  ttie  Joint  ixecutive  Coanittee 
aSKini;  le  to  tatie  the  aanatjement  of  a sight  saving  clinic  to  open  io.a,eaiate- 
ly  viith  a gcvernoeiU  appoinleJ  oculiat;  I was  sent  up  by  the  Aii-erican  Rea 
Cross  to  .ord  under  Mr,'  Allen  (their  representative)  ana  Sir  freaerici  (raser 
I tnsan  u.y  duties  Jan,-  17ta,  at  tnat  aate  the  register  containea  f^OO 
naita  cl  people  sutlerins  Iron  eye  injuries  causea  cy  the  Dec,-  ^th  explosion  • 
Frott  the  aate  or  the  disaster  Miss  Locs^ara  haa  been  constantly  at  dors  ana  * 
beginning  the  afternoon  of  January  l^tb.  her  .ori  .as  suppletentea  cy  t^e 
Victorian  Order  Nurses,:  Five  lull  tiu.e  Victoria  Order  nurses  ana  one  hilt 
tiaae  nurse  .ere  Kept  busy  visiting  ne».  ana  revising  critical  eye  cases  to 
see  that  the  sufferers  were  having  every  possible  tning  done  to  save  sight,' 
Our  first  colicy  was  to  give  an  order  on  an  oculist  where  no  oculist  was  al- 
ready treating  the  case,]  When  a sufferer  was  too  ill  to  waU  or  go  in  Me 
car  the  nurse  was  authorized  to  taze  her  in  a carriage.  Later  etoppei  M- 
suing  order  as  the  Medical  Relief  had  the  matter  in  charge,' 

Orders  were  llsewiBe  issued  for  eye-giauses  and  glals  eyes,' 

.e  good  result  of  the  faithful  word  done  by  the  nurses  cannot  re 
ante  in  cere  figures,'  Their  word  oan  only  be  ectiaated  on  the  "stitch  in 
tUe  basis,-  If  the  stitch  is  not  tawen  ali  the  world  runs  the  exten  o ^ 

...  too  ot.n„eo,,o::::::;.  r"  - 

Of  icaediute  ana  constant  care,  the  -ur-cs  visit*'' 


^^CTORIAh  ORCFR  OF  NLRDEl^ 


Naae.' 

Miss  E.  L.  Jaraine,' 

II 

^'cLennan 
t.  R.  McCrjuen 
S-va  Ciard 
t^ate  Morton 


Date,' 
t e-gan 
Jan,'  17 

K n 

n ( ,, 
4:1 

n n 
Cd 


».r..  rro.  cohool  ror  .«o  fllno,  .ios  Lojllro: 


Date,' 
fi  ni  shed,' 

Feb,'  9 
” 23  . 

" y 

On  duty  to  April  18 
F'e  t , ' 2 3 


.nrort.n.toi,  Loo.oa  .poo  oii„u  „ crltlol..  o.  tn.lr 
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. *iorK.'  However  after  ctany  ai  sappointitenle  a clinic  wag  openea  at  the  f.chooi 
for  the  Elina  Jun.'  olst*'  The  cripinel  iaea  w&s  tc  have  a regular  clinic 
openea  at  the  School  for  the  Elina  every  aay  ana  all  aay  where  eye  aiaaater 
victlas  coula  cotte  ub  their  ri^ht  without  in  any  eense  teing  coneiaerea 
charity  patients  ana  nave  eyes  treatea,  receive  glass  eyes  ana  te  refractea 


if  necessary,' 

It  was  founa  itr.possiele  to  estatlish  each  a clinic;  the  test  that  cojla 
ce  aone  was  to  have  a place  where  people  coula  cone  for  consultation,' 

One  of  the  local  oculists  was  on  service  e^ch  afternoon  with  Dr,'  Ster- 
ling cf  Montreal  as  consulting  pnysician,'  Seventy-nine  eye  cases  attenaea 
tne  clinic,'  Tne  local  acn  tooK  Dr.;  Sterling  arouna  to  patients  in  hospitals 
ana  hones  in  the  aornings,;  ^ 

The  secona  clinic  was  held  frotij  Feb,-  ihth-£2  inclusive  with  Dr,'  Harvey 
Of  Proviaence  R.I.  as  cor.eultant  engaged  ty  the  Halifai  Relief  Coitiii saion,' 
Eiity-six  cases  atlendea  the  clinic.'  The  local  oculists  were  on  aervice  ana 
Dr.'  Harvey  visitea  outsiae  patients.'  lye  sufferers  caB.e  for  the  coD.fort  cina 
peace  of  Djina  of  mowing  that  they  haa  aone  or  were  still  aoing,  all  that 
was  possible  to  save  or  legaiu  vision,' 

Many  were  retraction  cases,  many  will  neea  later  to  have  clastic  opera- 
tions,' Some  were  nerve  cases  and  ware  referred  to  Dr,'  McDonala,  Neurologist 
froir  Proviaence,  R.  I.  who  was  in  Halifax  for  a tiae,'  It  was  felt  unfortunate 
that  the  Halifax  Relief  Coattission  wouia  net  allow  greater  publicity,  it  la 
learea  aeny  aia  not  Know  at, out  this  secona  clinic  until  too  late,'  That  tfe 
first  reports  of  tiinaness  following  the  atsaster  were  so  large,  may  be  aue 
0 the  fact  that  aust,  smoKr  ana  powaer  so  inflaaea  eyes  that  many  whose  eyes 
are  now  ail  right  have  saia  that  for  days  the  eyes  were  so  swollen  they  coula 

.n,  = -IMoo 

other  oouhoh  nrcrsoilotinj  taotaseo.  art  thr  Urrr  ratter  ot  ere  ay. 

oleatiors  all  halpaa  to  a.elt  th.  ratorta  of  ' 

te  .ro!r‘°arlrr‘M'' 

Known  as  protatly  otny  people  left  town,' 

r.ra’*  ^‘tticolt  to  .too  Ir  tcoch  .ith  people  a.  they  .ere 

relaao"'  * '“'‘“‘■■“'•ly  ohanjlnj  their  aojreeees.  llary  are  still  u.lcj  .It. 

uiuo  ' ■ 

Ahitition  grounas,  or  still  in  hospitals,' 

or  Ph°aUal''’aLtr-orL'"'^°’'''i’  Oave  not  tear.  Ir  a ..ntal 

The  t,  r ! ■■a-eluoatlon  or  intp.trlal  ar.te.yor.- 

‘lor  in  road's  rTloo^r  '.rminr  ,T  ‘r-sfoo- 

oto.tet  oortuior,  etc.  O.Irc  to 

OUPII  art  toaoher  to  ....  ::Z.Z  * “ 
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Tne  unuHually  apvpre  i^lnter  ana  areaatui  conaition  of  lae  alreete  han 
aaae  it  hara  and  unsafe  for  the  neaty  clinaea  to  gox  abiout.’ 

y.ciben  ti.tv.een  the  ages  or  21  ana  40  years  were  the  ones  to  receive  the 
greatest  nuiLCer  of  injuries^' 

Out  or  the  seventy-one  oases  for  who.,  "study"  oards  were  c.a3e  thirty- 
seven  were  woaen,  of  this  nuoiter  four  are  already  in  the  School  for  the 
Elina  ana  seventeen  have  hatles  or  littlo  chlldroa  to  care  for.'  Unaer  or- 
dinary circutstanoes  their  tii.e  v.ooij  be  consiaerea  tuiiy  occupiea  with  the 
housekeeping  ana  care  of  the  children.'  Ae  yet  the  reea  for  occupational  work 
has  not  teen  felt  to  any  extent,  several  have  teen  sedi  invalias  (aany  nave 
other  injuries  tesiaes  the  eyes)  ana  the  housing,  living,  relief  ana  pensior 
proclecf-B  have  teen  the  cuestions  they  wantea  settlea  first.' 

FrotD  now  on  seea.s  the  coaent  to  awaken  interest  in  iraustriai  train' nd 
to  have  teachers  frecuently  visit  una  in.struct  in  their  hod.es  tnone  wno'are 
not  atie  or  fit  to  go  cut.,  For  those  who  can  leave  ho.e  ror  at  least  a pirt 
Of  the  aay  it  wcuia  te  well  for  then  to  attena  the  suerrer  school  Sir  Frea- 
er  ck  0,3  ,,  3,^^,  opporturi.y 

for  training  unaer  right  conaitions  the  fact  of  getting  out,  the  ^han^e  of 

tho.sM  ot  ia.lns  .or.  to  ,o  at  rteUr^ 

t Ue  .u.t  too,  tor  tanatlctal  reaoltr.-  Guitar  ohoulo  r.  „ro.lu.,  ,o  , I 
lha.  to  ana  trot  the  Genool  ana  ttialr  ho.aa.' 

tae  recreational  side  will  Pe  the  a.ost  difficult  th^r 

''"^^rUcuilrr'l  . 

the  explosion  victims  Ler[rhlvrl hei  r\i"rL^t  ' aisregaraea. 
order  not  to  dwell  on  the  horrors  of  the  expllo^' 

exploln"ictU.s^!\'oron; 

alleniion.  stua,  ana  .or.  Ina  ft  Ini  tot,  ■ Ir.  , "'‘t’ 

■iU  naaa  to  n.  t.uju  rfaouroel  LroVaoUuru 

can  be  done  without  slJht  thrm  w eaucatea  to  know  wnat 

•iBel,  ua  ana  t a't.rur""" 

sighted  lust  also  te  educated  hp  • tut  the 

i = ing  line  between  the  tiinded  and  s^htr 

To  Visa  Stevens  iv  ofri  “‘^htea  nay  .not  be  too  larked.* 

Victorian  Order  of  iurses,  tn“e  rurL'!"ua'r' 

press  appreciation  for  help  oiven  i ana  volunteers  I wish  to  ex- 

Hallra*.'  th.^ec  lonths  work  aiong  thei  in 

I ^ *..-10.0  «fa  croa. 

iis*  explosion  vlcilis.'  And  to  Sir  '^'^i  ^ y for  service  along  the  h’al- 

to  .Ir  rreaerlo.  ana  Laa,  fraaer  I f.tfna 
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thanKB  for  their  Rlnanesa  ana  courtesy  to  me  while  a worKer  in  this  city.- 

Reaoectfully  suta.ittea,i 
(Signed)  Lotta  Stetson  Rana 


Halite*,  N.  S. 
April  1^,  1918 


